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There Is a bondage worse far worse to bear 

Than his who breathes by roof and floor and wall 

Pent In a tyrants solitary thrall 

*tls his who walks about In the open air 

One of nation who henceforth must wear 

Thdr fetters In their souls. For who could be 

Who eren the best, In such condition free 

From self reproach reproach which, he must share 

With human nature? Never be it ours 

To see the sun how brightly U will shine 

And know that noble feelings, manly powers. 

Instead of gathering strength must droop and pine 

AncS earth, with all her pleasant fruits and flowers 

Fade and participate In man s decline 
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PREFACE 


Tbls Is a book which the an^or (amcmgst whose infirmities 
nodesty is not one) may claim V) be a book of hmnonr wit and 
wl^om. None of these is the original product of the author^ genius* 
lot \t»only embodies what has been heard read by him, li any 
one looks to this publication for originality of ideas, a rich Imaglna 
tlon or a bright Intellecttial display be is sure to be disappointed Let 
no reader give a good name to the author and bang him for not living 
(or, writing) np to the reader's expectnlion Nor may he legitimately 
expert In these pages an insight into any serious political discussions 
amongst the inmates of the Ahmednagar Fort on cuirent problems 
— the late of “Quit India** the course of the movement outside the 
reaction of public opinion in India, England, America, Rnsslg and 
China upon the Working Committee the detlslo/if from time to time 
of this “august body" ostentatiously called the “High Command " 
on the political and economic trends of thought and policy outside or 
their attitude to Gandhi's pronouncements, propositions and propo> 
sals on pure politics, Pakistan and the Constructive Programme The 
simple reason for this warning Is that mostly no such discussions took 
place formally and if on one or two occasions they did take place 
their description here would lack propriety and perspective 

An interesting story Is told of a wounded soldier aboard a hospital 
ship who was asked, whether be had any personal belongings to be 
carried ashore. The boy It seems shook his bead. “Ton don't mean 
that % soldier who saw as much action as you did, has no souvenirs?** 
exclaimed the officer “Captain." said the soldier “I don*t have any 
because all I want of this war Is Just a faint recoIlecUoD " The ques- 
tion with me was whether I should carry any souvenirs of our long 
stay (of 32 months) In the Ahmednagar Fort (unknown for over 18^ 
months and known for the rest of the period) I do not feel ftke 
that soldier of the hospital ship As I have returned hafe and healthy 
I would like to carry some pleasant souvenirs. What else could a long 
detention In an enclosure within an enclosure provide than what 
nature could— (living and dead, avlne and mineral)— In other words 
some Feathers and Stones — a reference to which win occur In these 
pages. Hence the name of this publlcatlcin. 

It has be^ weH said that “If life may be compared to a large 
city a man's Stings may be^regorded as the windows in his garret 
from which he views the city Ih reading a man's writings then we 
but wish to look at life from his garret window and obtain a view of 
life as the writer sees It. The stars, the douds and mountain pbika 
lining the horheon and the alleyways atd housetops II the city are 
an the same but the garret view of the city is Indlvldnallstlc and 
peculiarly one s own In reviewing a Nation s literature, we are there- 
foro but trying to get a glimpse of life as the host mlndi of that nation 
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see it and as they express it through their own peculiai mc(^lum 
(Lin Yutang, “My Country and My People ”) But in these pages the 
reader will note the outer world^as the writer sav/ it, (91' the writpr , 
never saw with his eyes other than a series of 24 roorub, a lavm 300 
by 40 yards and eleven cf his colleagues, 12 common prisoners abd Wo 
officers who were virtually prisoners for all the 32 months ^ ' 
Chinese scholars, we are told, always bequeathe so many collec- 
tions of “Note books” called shwpi or 'pichi consisting of unclassified 
paragraphs in which opinions on the authorship of Ilf ci ary woiks and 
coirections of errors in historical records are mixed up with acco6nts 
of Siamese Twms, fox spirits and sketches of a red-bearded hero* or a 
centipede-eating recluse I have not attempted in these pages of my 
note book any such thing This book does not describe an> sensa- 
tional events, quarrels with jail officials, spells of liungcr strike, wild 
attempts at escape from the Fortress where the soldiers are always 
on guard with fixed bayonets and drawn swoids The pages arc 
rather “My Study Windows” — a name which I have given to this 
publication embodying my thoughts, a few of the cuttings, — culled, 
clipped and collected from the books studied and the journals and 
newspapers read, the stories narrated and the anecdotes picked up 
m conversations During these years, I have also heard hundreds 
of proverbs and trite sayings, aphorisms and epigrams, episodes, fables 
and folk-tales and I felt, it would be a pity if some specimens of these 
inter-provincial culture should not be made available to the public. 

It is really a thousand pities that in spite of the growing contact and 
communication between province and province, and ProvincOo and 
States, there should be so little of intercourse of indigenous culture 
and this is one of the reasons for noting down during our sojourn 
all such new experiences of mine But in addition to these, I had a 
hobby which I indulged in these months — not perhaps aU through, 
but from time to tune That hobby consisted in picking up feathers 
and picking out stones from the grounds of the Fortress Let it not 
be thought that in this unknown Fortress which was our abode during 
a period of 32 months, we were given the task of bearhig heavy (loads 
of) stones or gathering light feathers Some of us personally did 
both but the stones were by no means heavy nor the feathers light. 

It was really the lighter stones that rose to the surface of our grounds 
and the heavier feathers that gravitated to the surface of the earth 
that we gathered The stones were bits of onyx, pebble, carbuncle, or 
umber and perhaps ruby and diamond The feathers were of the 
ininah, the eagle, the sparrow, and the swallow c 

'This book may, therefore, be called “My Study Windows,” a title 
I borrow from James Russel Lowell, the famous American, writer 

Masulipatam, 

9th August, 1945 B PATTABHI SITABAklAYYA 
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MAHARATTA— MOGHUL HISTORY 

It Is a natural desire amongst people luddenlj throm into sthmge 
sufropndlngi to taioir nil about their new bearings — tho past history 
cK the place its climatic conditions, the character of its people its 
natural and nrtUlclal resources and lU present position In relation 
to the rest of the country In this tIcw then the place of abode whose 
hospitable weather It was given to us to live under or even to enjoy 
fot*32 months. Is one abounding in Interest In its historical tradition 
as ih its geographical detail In Its socio-economic conditions as well 
os Its politico-strategic relationship 

The city of Abmednagor has enjoyed a reputation In history for 
centuries since the year 240 B, C when the carllcs* reference to 
Palthan or Pratiithan on the left bank of the Godavari, In the Nizam's 
territory about 2 miles east of Ahmednagar frontier and 60 miles 
North East of Ahmednagar A reference Is made In the 14th edict 
of Ashoka<— the great Mauryan Emperor to the Pclenlkas who the 
Oazettter opines, ore the people of Palthan, Two Inscriptions In the 
caves of PUatkhom In Kbandesh almost os old as the Edicts (240 BC ) 
record gifts of two pUlart built In the caves by two men of Palthan 
To this day Palthan In the Bombay Presidency has preserved its 
name for silks and the finest kind of turbans,— PolthanJ implying a 
rich silk robe Palthan too had formed tho capital of the Andhra 
Empire ruled by the AndhraMirltyus who ruled from about 00 BC 
to ohput 300 AD and the Inscriptions of one of whose famous kings, 
—Sri Pnlnmayl. the Shathakaml or Andhrabhrltya king ore at Nasik 
and Karla In Poona With their capital at Palthan they always 
appear to have held the Ahmednagar district 

Ahmednagar District — the city Is popularly called Nagar— Ij^lng 
between 18 -20 and 19 -69 north latitude and 73 -^0 and 76 -43 
East kmgltude with on area of 6,688 square miles bod in 1881 a popu 
latlun of 7,61,228 It is bounded on the North and North West by 
Nasik District, on the West by Thana ant} Poona Districts, on the 
South by Poona and Sholapur and on the North East and South 
East by the Nizam’s Dominions from which It Is separated on the 
North East by the Godavari nearly opto Palthan, 

"The climate of the District Is on the whole conVdered to be ex- 
tremely gcnlat, though the rajufall which was highest (31 Inches) In 
1889 bad an average on a total o522 years of 21 Inches. The maximum 
imnperature shoots up to 116 In March and 114 in April and May 
while a minimum of 42 was reached In February (1877 *^) 
During ou^ three Bummers It dld.Dot gd beyond. 112 0 

Within a short distance (22 mQes south of Nogar) numerous veins 
of quarts and chalcedony cover the ground with ogates, coloured 
qugitz crystals and some cryst^ of chalcedony enlqireous spar on 
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closed in quartz Coarse agates and comelean-like stones arfe found 
near the city of Nagar, a point ^f interest referred to in ?}he body of 
this book, stones which formed tbe source of supply tof Paithan, Of * 
the onyx variety < 

The District was well-known for its crafts of which sofne ^9 
classes have been described compnsmg Blanket weavers, Quarrymen, 
Masons and Stone-dressers, wandermg Blacksmiths, Tailors, Brush- 
makers, Brass-makers, Potters, Leatherworkers, Weavers of 3 groups 
includmg Sails, Lac-bracelet makers, basket-makers. Blacksmiths, 
Lime-burners, Shoemakers, Indigo-dyers, Casters, Farriers, Par^desi 
Halvayis or Confectioners of other provinces, Tanneis, Goldsmiths, 
Coppersmiths, Carpenters, Oilpressers, Earth-diggers, Musicians, 
Priests, Servants, Barbers, Washermen, Shepherds, Cowmen, Cow- 
keepers, Butchers, Fibers, Caravanmen and a number of Depressed 
classes It is of interest to note that amongst the weavers, — the Sails, 
amongst the Dhangars (or Cowmen) and amongst the Bhois (or 
Fishers) there are thousands of Telangees or Telugus (Andhras) who 
for aught we know might have been there smce the age of Andhia- 
bhrityas or might only be emigrants of not more than 2 or 3 hundred 
years’ standing 

The Mussalmans form 5 27 per cent of the population of the 
District and comprise 35 divisions seventeen of which marry together 
and the mam body of the''regular Mussalmans eighteen in number 
form, distinct communities marrymg only amongst themselves The 
13 classes who form part of the main or regular Mussalmans af;e the 
Perfumers, Fireworks makers. Water-carriers, Brokers, Tailors, Grain 
sellers, Tin-smiths, Messengers, Farriers, Tassel Twisters, Dyers, 
Arrow< makers, Paper-makers The eighteen irregular and distmct 
communities care Fruiters, Mutton butchers, Cooks, Bohras, Beef 
bulchers. Bricklayers, Anti-Mahdis, Barbers, Dust sifrers. Poulterers, 
Bangle-sellers,^ Memons or general merchants, Momeins or Hand- 
loom Weavers, Cotton cleaners. Armourers, Carpenters, Stone- 
masons and Betel leaf sellers 

D 

The later day history of Ahmednagar was closely linked with 
that of the Bhammi Kingdom which had shifted its capital from 
Gulbarga to Nagar, and of Bedar, Bijapur and Golconda, and m the 
sixteenth century we find so many permutations and combinations in 
the alliances made amongst these Kingdoms to which should be added 
the Kingdom of Vijayanagar whose Cund Rama Baja and his brother 
Venkatadn figure prommently in the annals of the period From 
the^uile of the Nizam Shahis (1490-1636) and then from that of the 
Moghuls (163b-1759), we pa^s on cto the restoration of ^ Maharatta 
ascendancy from 1759 to 1817 and of the British from 1817 onwards 
Really Maharatta rule did not suffer a long break as Sahu who was 
taken to Delhi[ at the age of 6 yearS; by Aurangzeb after his father 
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Sambhn^s execation In 1690 and broafiht «p with care was set free 
before Aaraneiebs death <21rt Fcbniary 1707 at the oco of 89 In 
* Ahmednacati and was presented with ^rajla sword Bhawanl and 
also the sword of the Bljapnr Qeneral Afmlk^ian and was given the 
District of Ncrasa as a marriage gUL In 1720 after tedious nego- 
tiations (following the massacre of the Moghnl troops In 1716) through 
the able management of Bolajl Vlswanath the Peshwa the 2.1ahn 
rnttas obtained the grants of the Chauth and SordeihmuA.hl of the 
i prarlnccs ct the Deccan fnefodtuff Ahmednas^r The death la 
1748 of the Ntom to whom Ahmednagar was subject and the distur- 
bances that followed gave the Peshwa an opportunity to nttacic the 
successor Galnbat Jong and ultimately the Nizams troops were 
nearly routed and in 1752 on armistice was agreed to by Salabat Jang 
and the Maharattas obtained possession of Oangthadl In Ahmed 
nagar besides Naslk and Khandesh In 1759 the Fort of Ahmednagar 
fell to the Peshwa We need not go Into Its subsequent history except 
to say that after his defeat at the battle of Klrkee (5th November 1817) 
the Peshwa fled (17th Norember) to lingdev and after a second defeat 
at Ashtl In Sholapur on the 26th of Moreh 181B Bajlrao surrendered 
on the 3rd of June 1818 Meanwhile BoDcar hod surrendered In 
January 1818 possessions south of the Batpudas Including Shevgoon 
Finally Ahmednagar fell into the hands of tbo English In 1831 From 
1617 onwards, now for a century and a quarter the British have been 
exercising sway having obtained possession of this part of the corratry 
from yie blalmraUas And on August 9tb 1942. we found our way 
to the Inside of the Fort here and from the Inside these lines arc being 
written. The Fort Is surrounded by a strong basUoned stone wall 
neariy circular and a mile and 80 yards round The Fort wns, 0 Tlgl 
noUy built by Hussain Nizam Shah (1553-1565) but was«of mud later 
It wa. rebuilt of stone and Is considered peculiarly well planned nhd 
well bunt being much praised for the skill shown In its’ construction. 
‘Tts great strength was shown In Its brilliant and successful defence 
by queen Chand Blbl, daughter of Hoossaln Nizam Shah when n 
great Mughal army under Murad and Mlmjiikhan besieged It In vain 
from November 1695 until peace was concluded in February 1506 
In July 1600 there was another siege In which the queen was mur 
dered. (See Meadow s Taylor s Account of the Slege^ In 1797 the 
Fort changed hands when It was given to Scindlo. On 12th August, 
1003 it was surrendered to ^Se^eml Wellesley — later the Duke of 
Wellington. The Fort with a palace of Sclndla Is described as a place 
or great splendour having several dozen large handsome pier glayscs. 
two electrifvlng machines an orgap a pianoforte lustre* chandeliers, 
globes and ‘many other luxuries— the richest stuff* of Indio, silk* 
catins, velvet*, fur* shawl* plate and cash The fort was given to 
Pe*hwa in 1803 and was banded over to the ^tlsh In 1817 finally 
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PREVIOUS HISTORY 

c> ‘ * 

A jail diary is always a novelty to the diarist One should thjnk 
however that the chaniis of novelty would have worn off with the, 
first hout of one’s imprisonment But when there is a series of these, 
interest grows with each new experience for it is not beset with the 
same dull monotony as might be expected My first sentence was 
simple and straight under Section 108, the Security Section as it ^as 
called m those days (1930) Salt was the offending factor, picketing 
was the offence A year’s term was the result Division ’A’ after a 
month made life smooth and unchanged Bodily ailments and ill- 
health take a hmd place in a description which is meant to be largely 
impersonal in spite of the use of the 1st person pronoun singular 
The second m 1932 was only a call to each of the old prisoners to be 
‘as you were ’ There was however no concoction in my case It was 
equally straight and simple with the first, but this time under the 
Crimmal Law Amendment Act A breach of Section 144, provided 
the necessary ground for a long sentence and a heavy fine A sen- 
tence of two years’ R I with a fine of Rs 1,100 was amusing when it 
was pronounced and ‘C’ class completed the joke Tliat was a new 
experience, — the dress and the diet which made me a patient in six 
days and a clown at that, with the cap on But the comedy soon be- 
came a tragedy Writhing with pain, bed-ridden, unable to sit or 
stand — a perpetual sense of impending dissolution was only averted 
by a change of classification Back to Vellore, to the spacious h^'ils, to 
the genial superintendent and his astute assistant, back to studies— 
serious and light, and two years seemed but a jiffey while Rs 1,100 
collected after filling four lorries with home contents including those 
containing prepared food — prepared but unconsumed as yet, and the 
seahng of a Bank safe located m the home, led to an aggregate, 
penalty, along with a subsequent fine of Rs 500, of over Rs 2,000, 
when repaid Six weeks after release, the third bout came in on October 
30th 1933, by voluntary courting as in all the 3 cases Picketing 
at a foreign cloth-shop gave me 6 months’ rest and took away 
Rs 500 (vide supra) But this time a prompt classification and a 
direct passage to Vellore without the interim halt at that hell on 
earth, — the Rajimundry Central JaU, made life not mej^ely uneventful 
but pleasant The same old halls and the same offlceis doubtless — 
but they were stem and stiff this tifiie and reserved and even bitter 
Tiiat only mdicated Government's Instruction to be sure Lo and 
behold' on return from Jail, fhere was the withdrawal of C D — even 
individual— hinted at on April 6th (1934) by Gandhiji‘in private 
communications and carried out at Patna in May that year 

Nearly a decade passed before I sighted once again my second 
homec in Velloie The*^ second Great World War broke out on '3rd 
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8«ptem{)er 10S9 and In October 1&40 began tbe Civil Diaobedlence cam 
palgn alteiw over a year from tbe onibreak of the war Bat I was not 
t£ go immediately That was the definite order of the Generalissimo 
The Travancore yffoir detained me and Qa|idhl wrote foor letters 
naamlng me against violation of his InstracUons Oovemment, how 
etet would not ^ bound by Gandhis orders to me and on the 19th 
Uarch, 1041 I was taken back to my dear old Vellore Central Jon, this 
time as a detenu. Ho trial* no classifi cation* no line no term of sen- 
tence It was all fair play except for the Srd class travel which albeit 
wasviade sj comfortable os possible I found myself at Vellore In 
a strange company — Communists aQ—who carved out a commune 
behind the walls of the old Women’s ward and appointed their Com- 
mlsaart. Only we Satyagrahis had to remain there by sufferance 
as they thought. They s wor e it seems before i joined them that I 
dared not enter their tarictum tanctoruuu But I did. Nothing was 
so repelling, nothing so Irritating nothing so p r ovoking as this new 
’'company’’ Intolerable conduct, unspeakable abuse of Gandhi and 
unmentionable acts on thetr own part — ^would be no exaggeration. 
One fine morning the Governor of Madias announced in the Press 
that he didn’t want some of us In the Jail and so on November 1st 
1041 we (six of us) were got rid of A whole chapter of Indian 
history intervaoed between the release and the re-arrtat Withdrawal 
of O. D., C ilpps ' episode. Declaration of mass C D in Bombay (7 8 
August 104S) found me and the rest of the members of the Working 
Comii^ltteo In a special train at Borl Bunder (V T ) on the morning 
of the 0th August which drove straight to Ahmednsgar— a destina- 
tion which we could broadly guess when we left behind Gandhi and 
Mahsulev with Barojlnl and Mira Ben and about 30 other Bombay 
friends at Poona. • 


*T>o Go — My Boyl” j 

Now begins the real diary at Ahmednagar Fort. We alighted at 
the station and were conducted In a bus having a low roof which 
made the Maulana and the rest of us bend their heads little too low 
and almost to the point of doubling of our bodies. On the way 
however events happened which are worth recounting As\the train 
left the VIctaTla Terminus there was bustle, Gandhi was in \be next 
comportment.* Could we go to him? Tw after a whll& In the mean- 
time, we bad *nashta In the bu^et car the fare was abxmdant and 
even generous. Pears were part of It— not the country hybrid, but 
tne real pear There we discovered that we wore nearly ihirly In 
ntnnber The Bombay friends were all reped in to We,dlsperted pre- 
sently Add when MeheraHy was chatting In our compartment, a 
tall Englishman dressed In serge and wearing a felt bat, who was 
promenading the station platform up and d^wn aH the while from 
C to 8 am., with an air of satisfaction — obrlously at % pre-corkcertad 
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programme being almost ^^lUy carried out, peered in and askfed ‘any 
Bombay friend— here?’ He found Meherally and ask^d him to 
go to his compartment The latter cmade an excuse and politely asked 
him to wait a while and even said ‘you can afford to be a little 
liberal in these raattei^s’ The officer— whose mien was froifi 
outset threatemng, said, ‘Liberal’? You have been all together^at 
‘Nashta’, you will again have an hour at lunch” ‘‘‘^ou please speak 
pohtely,” said Meherally ‘‘If you are polite to us, you will get from 
us double the politeness If you give me that, I shall go in two 
minutes’ time ” After a short while, the officer said, “do go, my T?oy\ 
This enraged Meherally — ^not a short man by any means who rose to 
the top of his height, which however, fell far short of the opponent's 
neck, and^ raising his face, he rejomed saying ‘you call me a boy! 
You know who I am’’ ‘You don’t know who I am’ said the officer 
You know who I am?’' T am the Mayor of Bombay.’ “You don’t know 
who I am” said the officer “I shall make you sit” After a 
short wordy warfare, when Meherally was measuring his 
height with the officer’s for the third time, himself alternately sitting 
and standing, the latter gently laid his right hand on the left shoulder 
of the former and firmly pressed him down A possible scuffle was 
threatenmg After a further exchange of hot words, in which Meher- 
ally repeated his resentment at being called a boy while he was the 
Mayor of Bombay, the officer cooled down, gathered his wits and said 
“I only said 'my hoy’ good-naturedly” That was the word he used 
But Meherally continued his protest There were four of us m the 
compartment The fifth was Meherally or was he the sixth?** The 
officer barred the narrow passage A scuffle appeared inevitable. 
With difficulty after accosting Meherally several times, I succeeded 
m getting his attention and suggested to him that he might accept 
the* officer’s explanation that he had only spoken good-naturedly in 
addressmg him with that endearment Shortly after, the scene ended 
much to my rehef But its sequel was yet to follow My mtervention 
did not please some of my colleagues and I bore theh remarks quietly. 
A little later when I passed by the next compartment in the corridor 
train m which the officer and his assistants were seated, I happened 
to catch the former’s eye and I suggested that he should say a word 
to satisfy Mr Meherally as his own (officer’s) mien was somewhat 
threatenmg froili the outset He told me he had made it up with 
him and had had a quarter of an hour’s quiet conversation He 
added that he was grateful to me f&r what I had done, in reply to 
whach I said that one could not keep watching while a scuffle wai> 
fast developing He met my^remark with the words ‘Oh 'No’ What- 
ever they migtit mean I ascertairfed his name to be Ms Sharper, 
By. I G of Police (Railways) and possibly C J D 

One point I must emphasise and that is that Mr Sharper was 
not qiyte telhng the tr6th when he said that Mr Meherally and ‘all 
'8 , 



FEATHERS A BTrONES 


the re^ cotild meet vs at Innoh lor the Bombay friends on alighted at 
Klrliee on their way to Poona. Did he not know thU? Tet why did 
fie promise Mother honr's chat at^l2 noon Gunch time)? I have said 
earlier in^ connection with the officer’s promenading the platform 
that*he mast have been feeling satlsfled that Ooremment’s pro- 
gramme wa« almost carried ont I said almost because Brl Qorlnd 
VaUabh Pant refused to be disturbed at 6 am. by the Police and so he 
and his feUow guest H. E. Uebtab at Raja Shlvlal Ootindlals place 
CDabhoDcar Road) were left behind and brought later being kept for 
thewlay In the Arthur Road Prison and driven from Poona to Ahmed- 
nagar in a car They arrived at our camp the next day 

"To Hen With The Isithl Charge” 

Now we go back to our train. We had le^t behind two batches, 
— one was Gandhis at Chtnchwad, and the other the Bombay 
friends at Elrkee One of these was being bodily carried by the 
Police as he was nan-eo-operaUng from the outset. The train left 
Ktrkee and soon arrived at Poona where a few boys were raising 
some Jals* to the Inmates of the train for the news had gone abroad 
so early as at 8 am. on the Radio that the arrests had been made 
So we learnt from the people standing at a wayside stotlon at the time. 
Hardly bad I heard the Jal jal cries when I heard the footsteps of 
JawaharUl rushing to the eitit of the corridor with a loud cry "To 
Hell with the lathl Charge Dare you lathi charge the boysl” But 
the ^t was virtually closed even to a fly passing It by a tah, robust 
bur T Indian Police Officer In civil dress standing four square against 
It I ruUied out of my compartment to witness the scene. Finding 
it Impossible to dislodge the Police Officer and after a little ^^^uggle 
Jawabarlal ran back to his compartment and nothlng^daunted leapt 
out of the window on to the platform and was making for the sergeant 
who was the oflender but ^e ubiquitous and Inevitable Mr Sharper 
was there and held him In his arms. Jawahar struggled hard to 
wriggle himself out of Mr Sharper's Iron embrace and made the best 
ol kitnatlion against a toot ot an Indian constable who came 
within reach of his fist and free arm. As the situation was thus 
develojring, down Jumped Shankerrao Dev out of the window and was 
rushing towards Jawabarlal obviously to release him uttering as be 
ran dries to that effect. But his progress was Impeded by some Police 
men who su«i)ended him wlth’hlp bare langotl, by legs and arms, and 
restored him to his compartment. 6o was Jawabarlal helped to the 
Compartment too and the train steamed off from Poona. ^ 

> *Trhe Uaknmni* Fort" ’ 

Wither were we bound? Gandhi had been taken we knew to 
the Aga Khan s Palace In Poona, the Bombay friends were taken, we 
cofild almost see to the Yerwada Prison, th^ former •being detrained 
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at Chinchwad station with 'Saro] ini, Miraben and Mabadev Where 
wereive going? Some whispers of g Fort were audible and v^hat might 
tliat be? Then I asked Shankerfko to tell me what "lay on the’ 
Dhond-Manmad line l^^at we would be diverted from 'Dhond^ wks 
undoubted Would we be detained at Dhond and despatched to our ' 
respective provmces or taken somewhere on the Dhond-Manmad line^ 
There was only one ]ail on this line at Vissapore But we wanted a 
Fort and that was at Ahmednagar I had no difficulty in fixing up 
the Ahmednagar Fort as our destination and so we arrived at ttie 
Fort (after lunch m the train), at about two or 1-30 pm In fact 
that we would have lunch in the train at 12 noon was told us and 
this was a guide to a right guess of our destination Moreover as we 
were approachmg Dhond, we were told by Mr Sharper who became 
friendly with us by then that Ahmednagar was our destination We 
drove to the Fort, passed an English Sentry, alighted from the bus 
inside it at an inner gate to which a few yards of a high gradient 
road led and the doors opened before us and shut behind us But 
none of those huge grating doors which guard a Central Jail, none of 
those liveried Sentry sepoys with arms on their shoulders' It was 
an un-prepossessmg gate through which we passed to a large quad 
1 angle, enclosing an ill-kept lawn m the middle with a broad veran- 
dah all round on three sides covered by a Mangalore tile roof, and 
with terraced halls, looking old and dilapidated On entenng the 
rooms— rather halls we might call them, some 20 by 25 feet 
each, separated from its neighbour by partitions of asbestos ^eet, 
we found they were ht by electricity and well served by punkhas, (two 
of either in each hall) but the odour was musty and semi-cadaverous, 
later on developing to faecal intensity There were coir mats from 
Aleppey in each hall, there was a huge cushion chair served by 
whe'els m which we, some of us at any rate were apt to be lost, a 
small, frail diifner chair, a chest of drawers or a small almyra, a 
wardrobe, — some big, some small, a wash basin and a water carrier 
placed on a table, and an office table and teapuoy, a cot with mosquito 
curtams of various ages, some of which might have been the hen- 
looms of Shiva ji’s days, a straw bed, two bed-sheets with ‘C’ class 
stripes in latitude and longitude, two woollen blankets beanng the 
stamp TCP C^erwada Central Prison) The Halls have huge 
windows but those on the outer wall were barred by a" recent bnck 
and mortar wall inside the window ^vh^ch shut us off from all ex- 
ternal contact There was a "poor creature of a 3 ailor looking hab^ 
timid, and half awe-struck but bravely performing his duties with 
visible regard fpr his new guests and with unshakeable loyalty to his 
old masters What could he do? He gave us hot water and cold, a 
heapful of bread and butter in a ‘Thali’ which were promptly re- 
fused unless served in t^ays and accompanied by cups and saucers, 
spoons <and forki* kettles and cutlery It took a day for these to come 
'lO ^ 
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In- After nightfall we adjcramed to snjJiwr or dinner whatever you 
may call U and had some Indifferent f 0 (^ It took over a week for 
fhe inner iflan to be satlEfied and as time passed we got a Marwarl 
cook with great dlftlcnlty An earlier nominty to the oQIce was abont 
to enter the enclosure when a close search of his peracm and habili 
menu frightened and dlgosted him and he ran away 

No letters, Newspapers or Interrlews 
Tile first enquiry on our entry was, however not after food but 
aftfsr newspapers. The Jailor who had put in 28 years service and 
risen from the ranks, and who was the senior Jailor of Yerwada CJ*-, 
was fumbling and muttering something we could not catch except 
that the result was negative. It took ns 2i horns to learn that wo 
wouM not be supplied newspapers or be allowed letters or interviews. 
That was not an. The Jailor the three sepoys, the Bubedar and 
the six prisoners who were sent from Yerawada Central Prison to 
help us, were all equally prisoners. They could not go out to the 
market except after thorough search, not excluding the Jailor a 
Qaaetted OtDcer But the woes of the Jailor were shortly to lighten 
On the second day be promised us the visit of the Collector But even 
after this dlgnlt^ — 6 feet In height, with a genial face and the 
ailenca of sphinx except for a rare and sparing smile things were 
no better He an Indian, Ohatgs by name proved to be helpless 
himself Meanwhile the Civil Surgeon, an Indian too (Mndlm, as 
we (Ufcovered him to be weeks afterwards.) Dr Merchant, was visit- 
ing is taking his duties ah too seriously >rTanitr><ng mine, reading 
blood pressure Inspecting and palpating percussing and auscultat- 
ing turning us Inside out and himself outside in, not uttering a word 
and accompanied all the while by the JaUxir On 12th how 
ever arrived Major Bcndak, LM.8. formerly Health Officer Bombay 
Port Trust, as the pucca superintendent. Our weights were token 
before and after and the very ddlcate balance showed a decline up 
to five pounds in some cases and pro g re as up to 8 pounds in others, 
till wl'dOln a week. Tne Major Is a young man ol 3B lean and latiky 
with a bend in the back, an exceptlim to the class of Englishmen that 
come over to Indla,^ — soft In ipee^ sympatbetlo in tone, but stem in 
duty We soon discovered that ho might be only burying us in bis 
sympathy but slowly and steadily things began to ftnprove. On the 
27th August, we got our first Mwspaper — *Tho Times of India and 
in a couple of days we were conceded ^ right to send letters through 
Ihe Home Secretary Bombay Government. The poor Major ha^ left 
behind his wife In Bombay as she wgs engaged in ji. war Job He 
appeared na long to go back to his dearly cheririied duties as Port 
Health Officer— “a big Job you know"#— Instead of remaining a prison 
er with us for over ten hours in the day along with the JaHor whose 
Tj4nd-o-bert became stricter (on himself I ^nean) ofter the Majorii 
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arrival for he could not go 'out for days on end Later however, he 
was going out for half an hour & day Nor were the sepoys (they^ 
are called warders in Madras, but awarder in Bombay m^ans a con-'’ 
vict warder) free, except the bazaar sepoy, the rest were prisoners 
with us They were naturally anxious to get away from this dignified* • 
jail So was the Superintendent, so were we, so was the Jailor who 
was addressed as Superintendent for a day, but was restored to the 
Jailor’s position (status quo ante) the moment the Major arrived 

< 

Papers at Last ^ 

Very soon we recognized that we were neither prisoners nor free 
Not free because we could not go out, because we had no newspapers, 
letters or interviews Apparently, Government’s instructions were 
that we were to be treated as Detenus with the clauses relating to 
these three usual concessions suspended The suspension was gra- 
dually relaxed when we got the papers on the 27th but they were only 
the Bombay papers that were referred to in the Government’s note 
It transpired too that the earlier papers were not tn be given us by 
implication as the note stated that ‘others (apparently Gandhlji) 
should get them ’ The English and Maharatta Papers soon disclosed 
the state of thmgs outside and saddened us within our enclosure that 
the rules of the game were not being observed by either party outside 
Even on the 12th August, hell was let loose The readers outside the 
jails must be wefi aware of the happenings of those fateful days in 
which vicious circles were established which would not easiljj be 
broken and which are the inevitable consequence of the play of viol- 
ence 


< New Problems 

Close upon our entry into our new home, arose problems of 
several kinds What should we do for papers and letters and inter- 
views? There was of course the major problem of Maulana’s Radio 
which was not given to him but kept in the ofBce Then the second pro- 
blem was whether we should thus passively resign ourselves to our des- 
tiny or should indicate our resentment thereat in a reasonable manner 
A protest would be the least, but what good was it? To bear it all 
up m silence would be dignified and disappointing to the powers that 
be, but would thty not make capital out of it and glop,t over their 
success in putting us down? It is the habit of many an English oflScer 
m India to promenade up and down^the corridors of a sub-jail on 
arreshng leadmg personalities That obviously gives them intense* 
satisfaction If our protest shc^d be made, should it not be drafted 
But then the I G- had just visited the place and casually it was men- 
tioned to him that the clothing of some of us had been left behind 
Tv^o at least had their spectacles to get One had ordered them m 
Bombaj^ and one had le&t them m his host’s house Today is the 
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lit 6opt«mber Neither ot them hai l^een reitored darlitg these 
twenty two days. On learning this Iniormation* the LOf Colonel 
p haniiar l to Write and ^t US bsck theie things. The pro- 

blem was complicated by the lact that we were not allowed to get 
onr things from our respecUTe homes, slnctf we were not allowW to 
b^Ye direct commnnlcatlon and therefore wonld not have any In 
direct. Accordingly It was decided to cancel the agreement to the 
good offices of the LG being employed for this partial relief and in- 
cidentally mention as reasons the disabilities under which we were 
laiynrlng, and which *were wantonly imposed upon us. 

^Later arose a more acute problem. What was Gandhljl doing? 
He had so often raid and written that he would not touch food while 
In custody Some friends had a talJc on the subject w^le we were 
aH In the train Moreorer on the arr est being about to take place 
at Blrlas In Bombay Gandhi seems to baTe Agreed to relent for a 
fortnight after arrest. The fortnight was soon finishing We bad no 
news of his doings and decisions Had be begun his fast? If so 
shcmld we be remaining here unaffected by it? It was agreed that we 
must wait. 


Blahader Passes Away! 

In the meantime came the papers on the 27th August and the 
distressing news of Mahader'i death was incidentally referred to In 
a leaderette In the ‘Times of India under the caption ‘'The Nasi Pro- 
paganda and Mr Desal” It took us a while to realise that he died 
fuddinly on the IStb while talking to the LOP He -apparently had a 
second stroke of apoplexy for I remember be had one some tiro years 
ago when he had to be sent to a sanatorium lor complete rest The 
<tutttlou then was what after this sudden and instantaneous death 
was done to the corpse. Was It gl^i to bis wife &id son whose 
whereabouts could easQy have been ascertained? or ^yas It disposed 
of on the spot? Writing on the and of September we can only rely 
upon inferential news and are left to bellere or not the report that 
four common prisoners were got from the T OP and the dead body 
was cremated In the compound of the Aga Hhans Palace Was it 
true? If ao was It done w^ Gandhis assent or insplte of his protest 
— silent or expressed? And then after Mahadev's death who was 
keeping company with GandhL We hare realised that Sarojlnl was 
not with Oanlhl and Is In th? TXJP Very likely Mrs. Gandhi is with 
him and from Government s report It appears that Dr Suahlla Nayar 
is with him. She Is Pyarelala sister 

j 

Gandhi and the Seyvants'of India Boedety 
The news of Mahadeys death east a gloom over ns In the Ahmed- 
nagar Fort. I was moved to tears myself and VaHabhbhal was deeply 
s h a ken . He fasted for the night as he cenAd not touch foo<L We 
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tlien began to recount M^hadev’s past He had qualified for the 
bar and Vallabhbhai remembers him and Narahari Parikh attending 
courts and watching while he liijpiself was practising— ,! e in 19 K 
That year Gandhi returned to India and it was Gokhale’s desire t^at 
he should succeed him *as the 1st member of the Servants of 'India, 
Society This was a well-known fact and Gandhi was observing per- 
fect silence for a year under Gokhale’s advice, watching things and 
studying problems And Mahadev, Narahari Parikh, liishorelal 
MaShruwala, Kaka Kalelkar— all these wanted to join the Servapts 
of India Society — ^indeed move over, body and spint, with Gandhi |rom 
Ahmedabad to Poona Swami Anand was another young man that 
had joined Gandhi on his return But as fates would have it, the 
propositioij that Gandhi should be elected Gokhale’s successor was on 
the latter’s demise (on 19-2-1915) accepted only by a majority— not 
unanimously — Devadhar opposing and Gandhi naturally, wisely and 
correctly declined the honour with thanks From that day a new 
centre came into being, a new circumference with these five friends, 
a new stellar constellation began to appear on the Indian political 
horizon 

With Mahadev’s death should all the material for perhaps twenty 
volumes relating to modern Indian History perish’ His notes may 
be there but where is the man who sat with Gandhi in all the mter- 
liews with the world’s Great Public Characters from King George 
down to Edward Thompson or Mr Louis Fischer, the American cor- 
respondent? For every word that Mahadev jotted down, he had a 
whole chapter of history embedded on the tablet of his memor/ Will 
some unknown spirit rise from the embers of his solitary cemetery 
and guide some living hand to decipher, cull and clip, collect and 
collate the rai^dom thoughts and the stray words of the departed hero 
mto a connected era of history, biography, philosophy, economics and 
ethics’ c 


’The Missing Tarty’ 

An mteresting event ijiay be described here which occurred in the 
first fortnight of our sojourn When the I GP came here, he pro- 
mised to send a party of pnsoners for additional staff here He came 
here on the 11th and sent the “party” right enough to Nagar ( — ^that 
IS the popular name of the city) sub-jail where neither they nor then 
escort, nor their hosts knew what was to be done with them 
Whxle the Port was not a little mtrigned over the non-arrival of the 
“party”, suddenly it descended upon us on the 23rd and an amusmg 
talo^was given by them of their being stranded m the Nagar sub- 
jail —a proof iiSdeed of British ^competence, in which secrecy jwas main- 
tained to the detriment of purpose Then came three more sepoys 
It IS necessary for people to know the technical language of the jails 
m Bombay I ^ave already stated that he who is called a warden in 


feathers a, stones 


Uadr«f J&il5 Is called a sepoy Asd as be rises in service be is called 
a Havmldar (perhaps not on aathorlscd designation) and a subedar 
fbo In spl^e ot his ase and servjcfb loobs trim by his tight trousers 
and imposing coat, and more than either by his arresting gnit. The 
cohvjct warder is called TVarder* and he has a clownish dress— with 
d yellow high Pand cap a pair of yellow trou se r s jrlth the C dam 
CTCT stripes on the doth and a plain white shirt or coat One of the 
sepoys has been told off to wateb at the Major's bungaUn • which it 
is sold. Is within a 3 ride on cyde But life there is even more solitary 
Ihlin in our endosure for there Is no human being with whom one 
can have personal touch there the Major being alone In the first 
place and being with us for about eight or nine hours in the day 
The Major too feels lonely here for he woUcs up and down the long 
v»»randahs in a passive mood. He Is gentle to a degree soft in tone 
voice and speech but can grow warm on occilsions. Is strict to the 
letter bos hli own vlesrs on subjects and problems bat Ulce a true 
Enslbihmsn and officer discharges his duties meUculously Only we 
found him somewhat too deliberaUve on certain matters which could 
surely have been expedited 

The Sargeon Oenersl 

Towards the end of August the Surgeon General of Bombay paid 
a visit to the place In company with the Collector and the Civil 
Surgeon He Is Irish, an elderly man somewhat sunburnt in face— 
but genial in look. Major OenenU Candy IJiLS Apparently he was 
sent to make out the Oovemment*s promised report about the health 
of itic members of the Working Coounlttee and of Oondhlji. He said 
we could get Indian mosgulto curtains with boles and not squares 
and claimed to know something about exHton mills in India and their 
output, but did not famish later any proofs of the cov e c tneaa of his 
knowledge Later I gathered that be was a friend of Vallabhbhaf for 
he had been the Health Officer of the Ahmedatbd City when 
Vallabhbhai was the Municipal Chairman T am getting old and a 
little peevish said he (o Vallabhbbai to which VaQabhbhol retorted 
saying if you ore old and peevish ot M What should I be? Then 
the discussion turned upon bis oge which was put down by the Major 
Oeneral at 56 and the Major at M Tt Is OT said VaQabhbhol *and 
I am looting forward to another 53 years That was well said. The 
U panl s had s hove put down our ago as 116 — a figure 'which by the-by 
accounts for aU presents in Andhrodeia being reckoned at 116 or 
1110 while elsewhere It is 101 or 1001 The figure should never end In a 
tero and VaQabhbhol could well have claimed an expectancy pf 34 
>*can|, not merely 33 » , 

0—0—42 {ONE MONTH IS OVER) 

The Cook 

A month has pass e d since we were duly lodged, here Ijhc old 
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Jailor, Mr KuDcarni, a senior Jailor of Yerwada C P is released from 
his detention in the Ahmednagar Fort Camp How he was^ longing to 
get away from his unlooked for jjrlson — and undeserve^l*^ imprison 
mentj He strove to meet our needs to the best of his capacity and 
scope for he had two limitations, — ^his boss and his rules Between, 
the two no ofideer could do much He had the satisfaction nevertl;ie- 
less, that he had provided us with a badminton court and a cook 
The court remams and the game of shuttle cock goes on merrily in 
the evenings but the cook's stay was but a passing phase He if a 
Marwari Brahmin, who, the moment he came tidied up the kitchen 
as a Brahmin cook does,— no matter from where, whether the banks 
of the Godavari or the sands of Rajputana After barely a week’s 
stay, therq arose a brisk quarrel between him and the sepoys in 
attendance here The Jailor warned him not to allow any sepoys to 
get into the kitchen and the Marwari — a law-abiding creature always 
—meticulously observed the rule This deprived the sepoys of all 
their extras and they were left to their own limited rations for which 
they had to pay It is hard lines to bring sepoys from their families, 
ask them to eat of the hands of the prisoners, make prisoners of them, 
and not give them free food and to boot, to cut them off from the 
general kitchen altogether One Brahmin sepoy — the cook of the 
Jailor called the Marwari a ‘Kutha’ and uttered some unspeakable 
terms of abuse m addition This irritated and in a stentorian voice 
he made a declamatory speech against these unworthj myrmidons 
of the Law and demanded an apology or he would not touch food 
To make a long story short, he left the service next morning, living 
the kitchen to the prisoner cooks and the sepoy supervisors and 
leaving ourselves to their joint care 

, ® A Case of Hysteria 

Our attendants were an amiable lot, a sturdy well-built, good- 
looking dacoit from the borderland between Maharashtra and Karna- 
taka somewhere near Sangh and Miraj He had served AYz years and 
is due to be released on( the 12th September Some ten days ago 
suddenly he was seized soon after he had waited on us at our break- 
fast, with a severe spastic fit and I as the nearest available doctor 
was summoned It looked clearly hysterical and as some cold woter 
vas bemg splashed on his face, arrived the Supermtendent, Major 
I M S , who forthwith agreed with me and unravelled the 
tangle by tracing the fit to a conversation — 'an unusual one which 
he ^d the jailor had with the patient The prisoner was asked 
whether he would continue af Jer his release, another month in service 
with pay HeVt first agreed but later changed his mindtand asked 
whether he would be discharged in the middle of the extension ‘No, 
either you remam or you go’, said the Major Whether he caught 
the lal^ter sentence or nfit, the first word ‘No’ made a deep impression 
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on and brought about the fit He got nerroua Ics* he be detained 
by force Jt took him two days to^recorer from the fit 

A lecond la a Mohoratta Brohruln—aa will Informed and literate 
aa he was uncouth id hla looks — coarse and ^repelling but be was a 
ppst-ihaater who could apeak English well and got a term for tern 
pomry mlcapproprtatlon of Rs. 18L He was one of the I O a "party*’ 
who was stranded In the aub-jall and being well-educated knew the 
events of those ten days very well He It was that brought us the 
ne?^8 of the Brenn Gun firing In Poona soon after our arrest and also 
of I^phadevls death, 

Andhra Weaven Abroad 

A third Is a weaver from Nagor Itself— an Andhra^— one out of 
8^ fomlhca of weavers long itnco settled here Strangely enough 
he began to speak pure Tclugu and stated that*TcIagu ts hU ■'Matru 
Bhasha” Equally strange was it that 3,000 weaver famines should 
be residing In Nagar and whUo in Poona there are nearly as many 
families. In far off Cuttack (Orissa) there ore 2,000 families and In 
dlitont Coimbatore (Tamil Nad) there are three thousand families 
—all of weavers alone— aU Andhras— speaking Telngu, When did they 
go? Why did they go? And how did It happen that Andhra weavers 
lU parUcular migrate North South and West from Andbradesa? 

The Second Month 

Gandhi's telegram to Mahadefs wife lias set at rca several 
doubtn Government met his wishes in regard to cremnUon fully when 
they went to the length of bringing the cemetery to the Aga 
Khans pnin^n Instead of allowing Gandhi to go to the cemetery of 
the City or outside the Inner Jail compound There were doubts too 
about Barojlnl Devis whereabouts which have been set Et rest by tho 
telegram Mohadev’s sudden death apparently Jed GpTcmmcnt to 
take extra precautions forthwith la regard to detenus. Suddenly on 
the 8th September the Superintendent began to take Blood Pressure 
readings of one and all It Is strange lhaty they should have been 
ranging between 118 and 76 In four cases. However they are all well 
more or less. Then this Blood Pressure examination was followed up 
by a virtual case-sheet of aH systems— alimentary circulatory excre- 
tory and respiratory The Surgeon General bod com* earlier Next 
came the LQ ‘'on his second visit. Mehtob ■ glasses have taken a 
month In coming from Bombay >o Ahmcdnaga^ Shankermos have 
not arrived yet They seem to have absconded and he being not only 
a bachelor but one without a father or mother brother or slAer 
uncle or au/it, home or friend cnuld ndt write to a tfclatlon which 
alone was permlsslhle under the rules. His brother’s daughter to 
whom he Intended writing was notified os having been arrested 
Only two or three friends began getting lottsra. Asa/ ffora .^nma 
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dated 28th— place nowhere and a card a day later too — awhile “fehe was 
notified to surrender herself in ,a month from 29th or 3,0th August 
Sucheta has written to Kripalani Jawahar had a'* letter frohi 
Krishna and Pantjee from his son Dr Mahamud was asking for 
his own medicines from" home Otherwise letter- writing was nol hc’-e 
at the Fort of Ahmednagar the busy pre-occupation of aetenus as 
it usually is m jails 

General Health 

The Health of the mmates was not bad, but not quite good either 
Vallabhbhai had had an attack of his spastic colon and for more 
than a fortmght he could not resume his routme Fruits are not 
available except a poor kmd of plantains, oranges of sorts, and guavas 
of 3rd quality Maulana is the very model of regularity, no clock is 
necessary as against 'Ins movements When he left his room it was 
7-30 a m , 10-45 am 4 pm , and 8-30 p m minus of course 30 seconds 
to walk the 80 yards of the verandah between his room and the 
Dhnng Hall Jawahar is up and about quite early engaged m pre- 
paring, arranging, cleaning and cookmg things for one and all, 
toastmg bread, preparmg omlette, frying potato, supervising the 
'Cookei’, cutting beet-root, sheing tomato and what not In the 
pantry and the badminton court, he is equally alert Dr Syed Maha- 
mud lequires care-takmg and who else could attend on him and pre- 
pare his diet better than Jawahar? Asaf All has mamtained better 
health than was expected His artistic sense would revolt against his 
falling ill Pantjee refused to think of his health He had enough 
faith that all will go well 

Shankerrao is the pink of health. Five hard shuttle-cock games 
would not fatigue him Hot or cold he fights the ball or chidiya as 
it ;s called with his body bare above waist as vigorous!’^ as he jumped 
at the Pohee ,at Poona Station a month ago Dr Ghosh is so well- 
vensed in vitamms, calories and dietetics tliat one doei, not know 
whether he is consummg carbohydrates and proteins and salts or 
foodstuffs He IS small qf stature but has a splendid build and good 
health He knows how to take care of them I was theie of course 
with my midnight food at the bedside Granted a plantain for the 
1-30 ,a m fare and an easy chair with the spinning wheel and a few 
books some used up paper and a pen and ink, I needed nothing else 
Kripalani was not quite so happy m body as he was in mind What 
little perturbation afflicted his mintl and ‘mizaj’ was set at rest on 
hearmg from Sucheta Narendra Deo suffered fiom a fit of asthma 
and" could not get his mjections locally or elsewhere He tided over 
it and with Vallabhbhai keeps up. his walks of four miles a day 
Mei'^ab has suffered severely from want of glasses and want of a 
ebarkha The latter was the earlier of the two to reach him and 
relieve the mqnotony (jf, life, while the arrival of the former was* an 
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erent ol coasiderable Interest and Importance At lost Goremment 
could spot (bo optician') shop In Bombay T?bcrQ they were made and 
reany on the lOtb Aoffust. Just n montb Is not too long for the 
wheels of aoTcmment to more with so heapr a load as a pair of 
bifocals made of tphericols and cylinders of dlTergent axes. 

First Hartal 

When the L O came on the 11th September ho promLed that 
the walls built on the windows of oar rooms would be demolished that 
very day The work has not commenced yet (3 pm 12th September) 
Nothing has happened about the different provlncLa papers Tho 
old papers between the ffth and 27lh arc jrtt to come The I O 
and the Major have differed In their Interpretation of a Oovemment 
communication. I have pressed It upon the attention of the Collector 
and the Civil SurgeorsAhe two official Tlsltors to the camp — that 
they cliouU leave a note In the Tlsltors book whleli should be sent 
by the Major to Ooveniment, Thus it would serve as a reminder to 
Oovemment without subjecting the Major to ony difficulty or dell 
cacy But before such a note. If at all written could have reached 
Ooremment we have received the old papers from the Mess In the 
Fort through the Major and they rcr^ a flood of information— 
altogether staggering One point we notice is that no secrecy U main 
tolned about Oandhis place of conflnement— Poona though the Aga 
Ehans Palace has not been mentioned In the papers. Nor Is there 
any doubt that our place also is known throughout InxUa We do get 
outsldi news through olr My sweets are not brought one day and 
the sepoy fhataar) exc\isej blmseU *Havc you forgotten? I asked 
Tio Sir* says he and then he gently says *Dukan band hal 'Kcm? 
Sub band hal? Then he smiles and answers. Nal Ba£)Dukan band 
hal Suddenly we remember it Is the eth of -September and thdre 
must be a ha^L 


tVlndows Opened 

Now reverting to the repairs of the building the work of demoU 
Uon of the walls closing tho windows has been begun. The English 
soldiers come — two of them they come and go — then four of them 
como and go and then alz of them come do half on hour's work and 
ga At last we, realize that an experiment was Intended to be made 
In tho (lining hall which has three windows to bo opened each of 
these li over 7 feet In height the*top consisting of u movcablo vcnii 
lOtor and even so up to the lower end of tho ventUator the window 
la over 6 feet In height Tho masons flcmoUihcd C of 7 layers of 
bricks and put up expand metal rfgalnst tho ventilator while on the 
outer side the sunshade Is Inverted so as to prevent \is from breaking 
In upon the Zenana of the offlccra living In houses adjacent to our 
buHdlng What a farcel Yesterdrqr (I6-£M2) t?e met ood decldvd by 
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a majority that they should leave the walls alone and not tinker with 
them as they have done in the ^ng hall The matter was commu- 
nicated to the Ma]or The suspicieusness of the military's disgusrihg. ‘ 
The Major is hard put to it to explain that he has done his best and 
he is guiltless It is so undoubtedly for no doctor,— and he' is an 
IMS officer, — can tolerate the nasty condition of the halls created 
by the windows bemg shut up altogether On every side there is con- 
siderable irritation because books ordered don’t come despite the lapse 
of a foitnight No wonder when Gandhi’s letter to Mis Mahftdev 
written on 15th August reached her on the 4th September "owitUg to 
some misunderstanding on the part of the Supeiintendent of the 
Jail” In addition there is a measure of fatuity, slothfulness and 
irresponsibility somewhere else Meanwhile, we aie busy allotting 
duties to the members and rotating them, every week The voluntary 
system is encouragmg but even' one should make hiuiselt familiar 
with eiery set of duties Breakfast implies knowledge of preparing 
omlettes and toasting bread, besides makmg tea and coffee and egg 
flip Night meal includes frying potatoes and so on Things are going 
on well at last 


The Tournaments 

The tediousness of life is partly relieved by Badminton and Shuttle 
cock Tournaments Altogether there are only six or seven players 
some of whom have to be forced mto the court like sheep mto the 
slaughter house But the tournament itself is conducted with all due 
ceremony, the bell — the book, the tossmg, the score, the umpire, the 
linesmen The weather however, is apt to be tieacherous though 
otherwise pleasant The players gathei in the bright sun and the 
skies get clo\idy and a mischievous passing nimbus gives a sharp- 
drizzle, not to be neglected because it is only a diizzle for it is also 
sharp The weather is one that recalls the hill weather Now lain, 
now sun, now the rainbow and now the drizzle The first day’s match 
was thus disturbed 

Asaf keeps the house aleit and agog He has planned a magazme,. 
the first issue of which is all his own — full of humour, whether in a 
light or serious vein The advertisements are artistically featured 
The sports column is exquisite He spends his time with the green 
glasses and thb wild flowers on the lawn The builc^mgs we occupy 
are quadrangular, with a verandah of about 80 yaids length and 4 
yards breadth all round on three Bides In between is an enclosed 
open ground with a flag staff In the centre and a cemented circular 
chobutara round it For th^ rest it is all green grass and the halting 
but repeated showers have kept the lawn green and raoiiant except 
foi patches of baldness at intervals Asaf not merely spends time 
in but with these grasses and wild plants amongst which he discovers 
tmy fflowers of varieg&ted colours with which he regales his leisure 
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lioare- Se U never tired of pointing theja out to friends some of 
■whom Uhe myielf feign appre^tion* while others are truly Infected 
with his gendlne enthusiasm. • 

Corre sp ondence * 

At last things are falling Into order Letters aro coming some 
of them tell tale others sharp pointed. Replies go but one does 
not know what they would be ltke->matter of fact or sentimental, 
Indepts for books or clothing or sUrera or slippers figure largely 
amongst them. Speaking of letters, I must say a complication has 
been brought by them. The Superintendent comes on gently with 
a halting request for a list of our relations but strictly — only the 
members of the lamDy The Hindu and Mnsllm concept of family is 
quite different to the Westerner^ In the West jt only includes wife 
and children, not even parents, much less cousins and nephews^not 
40 with us — an these are dependents — IMng together as one family 
Ob— your two sons live wUh you asks the Major In Innocent wonder- 
ment — ^^d their wives and children too I answer '^th you water 
flows only downward and onward but with us It flows backwards as 
wen as forwards, upwards as well os downwards and sideways too — 
the waters of family allectlan.’* But why should this Information 
bo required? On every outgoing letter must be given the relationship 
to the writer of the addressee and eometbnes the relationship of the 
names that occur In It must be stated, but why this categorical pre 
paroUon of lists? Is it meant to give the Superintendent authority 
to pas^ letters straightway or to Judge of InconUng letters In the light 
of this list and disallow any letters not covered by the names there- 
in? Lost year (1IH2) when I was at Vellore as a detenu, a list of 
relations was asked for only as a guidance in respect of interviews for 
the relations mentioned in the list had no Icmger to apply to Qot 
emment for permission but could straightway proceed iO the JoU and 
see me with the permission of the Superintendent on stated days and 
between stated hours. Anyway while we did not want to seem to be 
suspicious or obstructive we dldnt like the look of It at any rate 
"We would like to know the purpose for which the demand was sud 
deoly made and made too for ^urgent compliance The matter was 
left to each to be decided as he pleased. 

Short of Interviews, we have aH the amenities of former yean 
together with the addltldnal feature that our allowancea are not fixed 
Our needs however are provided. But they have not given us clothing 
or shoes. The Badminton players got one pair each free for Jhe 
whole period of three years. We do not kpow what we ah;Ul be chorg 
ed lor and what we shall not. Ttflsre remains the vexed question of 
the windows on which the Major and the military have token us 
at oar word and stopi»d all further opening of them. Of «mrse they 
could not act against our expressed wishes which wero*duly commu- 
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nicated to them Some of ‘us cannot help feeling that our roorns would 
have improved in samtation even if the ventilator portion Jiad been ^ 
opened out “ “ 

27—9— ’42 ^ 

When the Collector came last Monday, I mentioned this pomt fin 
answer to his enquiry about our wants and added — ‘the Major 'will 
tell you all about it’ Later came the Major and he asked me, ‘What 
exactly did you mean when you raised the question'^’ I said T meant 
what I stated The vexed question must be solved’ ‘But your friends 
did not want any further progress?’ ‘True’, I said, ‘but it is tcruel 
kmdness to take one at one's word ’ There ended the matter 

Table Talk 

The Dining Hall has considerably improved on account of the light 
that IS admitted— particularly at tea-time at 4 p m as the evening 
sun has brightened up the area There is a downpoui of conversa- 
tion going on at Dinner and Lunch, at Nasta, and Tiffin Often- 
times, the subject discussed is the food, its varieties, its companson 
m different provinces, the character of the dhoU, — liquid, semi-liquid 
or sohd, the place of chili m dietery, its different varieties, when it 
vvas imported mto India, its relative popularity from Bikaner and 
Delhi to Wardha and Madras, then the (kadhi’ and ‘papad’ that are 
universal in India, the vegetables,— their vitamm contents, what 
vitamins are, the calorific values of different foods, the carbohydrates, 
fat and protein content of each, how the South Indian subsists on 
‘Rice first. Rice last and Rice m the middle, Rice in the momiflg and 
Rice at night,’ whether his sharp intellect — if it is for once granted, 
is due to his ‘Imli’ or his Kaveri water or what else' Dalia, how 
it is to l^e prepared, a comparison of brown bread with 
white, whether the ‘Brown’ bread is really whole-meal or merely 
coloured, why we are not given hand-pounded rice, what parboiled 
nee IS— which many amongst us had never heard of, how it has, in 
Bengal, and in Tamil Nadu, obviated the need for hand pounded 
nee, the vitamin value of these two as agamst polished rice, whether 
fish and mutton should be fried or cooked, and if the latter, with 
how much of ghee or m their own fat, whether masala should be 
added or not, and when, whether potatoes should be cooked and fried 
or whether thdy should not be merely steamed, and eyen so, steamed 
to softness or medium or hardness only, whether egg should be fried 
or taken as flip or parboiled, the r&lative vitamm value of the three 
preparations, whether guava (amrud) should have its skin peelfed 
or eaten with skm, whether [he seed and the interspeised flesh should 
be consumed*^ or seed eschewed altogether, whether Karela should be 
fried with ‘masala’ packed mto its bosom, what the vegetable is, which 
each province calls ‘Palval’, the comparative size and varieties of 
gaja]j, whether greengfam is better or red, whether moong is better 
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or giottfjdnut, ■wbethcr eorllc thotild or aboald not be added to the 
chatney m^de of corbmder leaf (apd then with or without cocoa 
nat?) the retattre emphasis placed>opon cocoonut In the South and 
North, what Is meant by South and what North in relation to 
Iiylla,'Vhether Bombay and Poona ahoukl be called south or west, why 
xhe North Indian does not recognise East and West Indian areas 
whether the Vlndhya should be a landmark dlrldlns India bounded 
on the North by the Himalayas and the extreme South by Capo 
Carjorln Into two distinct divisions. 

Additional subjects of Inter es t were whether bread was better 
when dry toasted and buttered or the reverse or when itewod on the 
cooker— end with sugar or without. The various kinds of Bhati 
raltas chatneys, papads Kadhls, Aohars Tmll juices Oranges, Mn- 
sambl, ggmaJa and Batavlas Plantain— yellow rod and grectu cbceJni 
Seetaphal and Ramaphol Raignlla, versus Srlkhand Poorl Parota, 
Chapati and rolU Pollg, how to prepare it, the relation between 
Bbngavadglta and bbat between tham and Hcam between FhLoso- 
phy and Science, the preparation of savl with plfta and acrot etc. 
for Razozan Id. 


Post Prandial ThUu 

Then there were the post-prandlol dlscnsalons whkb related to 
more serious subjects and personalities, CborehlU and Crlpps. Stalin 
and KftUnln, Petains and Lavals, HUier and Oocrlng Hess and 
Hamilton. Why was the Union Jock % mast high one mominc 
and then half mast high, who died at that time? (later It was dls 
covered that the fatal accent of the Duke of Kent in an aeroplane 
accounted for It) Mahadev's sudden demise and Gandhi’s wire dated 
Uth August held up till 4tb September by a misunderstanding on the 
part of the Superintendent, T CP Whether Gandhi would bo fasting 
or not, the sbocklng news of mochlne^gimnlng from on aeroplane at 
five placer— S to Behar one to Bengal (Ranoghar) and one to Orissa 
(Talc h e r State) the sorry performances of Sir Md. Oosman In the 
Council of State (25>9-42) the servile attitude of 8rl Aney the silence 
of Blrkar the relatively superior tone and temper of the three Mus 
Ums who spoke In the Assembly Abdul Hal bn Ghusnnvl, Zaffar All 
and Zlauddin, the excellent work done to the Cotmcll of State as 
against the waih-out performances of the Assembly the Information 
elicited from Govemmeut by Kunzro ond P N Bapni the dlsappotot- 
menc caused by N M. Joshl th^ future of the Communists, P C 
Jcfehl'i Interview in the ‘Bombay Chronicle (IJ 7-42) wl^ commjm 
Ism Is beard of in Kerala and Andhra.^ Churchills omission of all 
reference to China to hla mld-Seplfcmber speech, his caltms reference 
to ‘under 500 killed to India The Press Memoranda presented to the 
Viceroy and Its revelations about Roosevelts comment on the Atlantic 
Charter as well as Chungking’s comments on ^dlan agitation being 
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suppressed, C R 's bulletins' Isince the movement began compared with 
Sapru and Jayakar’s and Setalvg.d's and Moore’s magnihpent stand 
(see ‘Bombay Chronicle’ 26-9-42), Fazlul Huq’s buffoonery, Sir Sikari- 
dar Hyat’s promise of (himself) leading the Independence movement 
coupled with Griffth’s piay Thus do we kill time between eating and 
preparmg to eat, fallmg ill and recovering and falling ill again, grow- 
ing angry and quieting down, losmg temper and concealing it, bathing 
and washing and gettmg dirty, readmg, writing and forgetting, dis- 
cussmg and declaiming, befriendmg the ofldcial and alienating, <ca- 
:;ohng the prisoner-servants, coaxmg or coercing, playing at cardst and 
chess, quarrellmg and quietmg down, beguilmg the evenings with bad- 
mmton which engages five players and seven spectators — some cf the 
latter mowng and others stationary, some watchmg from near and 
others from afar It 15 wonderful how the word tournament invests the 
game with new values in terms of success and defeat, joy and sorrow, 
excitement and depression Cards play affords occasion for genuine 
seriousness which ill tolerates bad play and repays it with a round 
latmg Two parties are hard at work — ^the afternoon party — ^post- 
lunch and the evenmg party — ^pre-supper VaUabhbhai is the leader 
and he has a reluctant foUowmg that has to be ordered into it except 
perhaps Knpalam who pairs with VaUabhbhai and gets comments and 
criticisms in abundance 

Badminton has faUen (l-10-’42) on bad times Jawahar, Kripa- 
iaui, Asaf have pains in forearms, Shankerrao has developed coccy- 
geal pam Mehtab has struck as a protest agamst inabihty to ‘serve’ 
the shuttle-cock Pantjee has rejomed and has to carry on** with 
Ghosh who observes ‘rules’ stnctly alike m outdoor and the indoor 
games 

. * Nomenclature (4 — 10 — ’42) 

Referencec has been made to the nomenclature of Jail Sepoys, 
Havildars and Subedars In UP as in Madras these are caUed 
warders while prisoners when given uniform, become convict over- 
seers and convict warders In Madras this honorary seivice is in 
throe grades — ^night watchman with a brass badge that entitles him 
in practice to go where he wills, convict overseer who has the right 
to go all over and convict warder who is like an Honoiary Deputy 
Collector Ratfier, the latter 4s like the convict wai;der, doing the 
dirty work of punishmg for the real warder (coUector) The (con- 
vict) Wardeis here have their own^ tale to tell, the fiist one came 
for^nothig and dacoity and through his rural innocence and urban 
pohsh, earned golden opimofis and was treated with affection and 
ft ard at the time of his departure^ His successor who has come for 
rioting is of the coarser variety and would not lose an oppoitunity of 
beating the prisoners and was aU along bitterly complaimng that 
here in the detention 6 amp there is no ‘kaida’ (discipline) by which 
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iiie reader can readily nnderrtand what he^mfiani, — hla power to beat, 
of course jphlch could not be casl^ allowed. Discipline Is a fairly 
dllflcalt roatter There was a prisoner who was doing the butler’s 
or waiter's wrat When the Dhobi prisoner was released he was 
^hed to attend to those duties. He flatly refused and he was given 
bo; fetters, but os the detention camp was not considered a suitable 
place for such he was transferred for tiie rest of hla term, — a couple 
of weeks— to the local sub-Jall where he was duly awarded his 
punishment 

' Ahiatiu Vju’ (G— 1»— 42) 

Our whereabouts ore sought to be kept In mystery Mr Amery 
refused In Parllarnent to disclose the *pTeaent whereabouts of Jawa 
horlal and othen But every one In India obviously knows them 
In fact so far as Oandhl was concerned. It was published in the 
Bombay Chronicle of 10th August 1042, that he was in the Aga 
Khan’s Palace Poona, Only we got these papers about a month 
later But a friends sister wrote to her brother here ‘we aH know 
where you are though we are not aHowed to state It. We were In 
fomed too that In on Indian (Provincial language) dally the where 
abouts were published. Another a cousin, wrote to her cousin here 
from the Torawada Jail to the address of "so and so Bhlngor camp 
Ahmednagar " The cantonment and Fort area are In a place known 
as Bhlngar The envelope bore the stomp of Ahmednagar (23rd 
Beptepber) and of Yerawada and apparently must have been return 
ed to Bombay Oovemnient and came back after a stay somewhere of 
three weeks, on the 13th of October Apparently when they passed, 
the letter in the Yerawada JaQ on the 21st or 22nd September they 
did not know where Bhlngor was or who the addressee* was That Is 
the way that bureaucracy works 

Barfetter* (S— la— 45) 

I have complained of short term prisoners having been sent here 
as attendants. The moment they learn the work here their time 
for release Is up e nd the whole thing has to be begun over again 
The authorities too felt the absurdity of the arrangement and have 
sent In Octoter three long term prisoners, but tht^ are given an 
iron ring to the leg at the ankle and a chain which they have to tie 
up at the call or the waist or cArry In hand while walking This is 
cbomlnable to look at. I thought I should not take service from 
them and avoided it for a lew days, but grew callous when no* one 
else but orp shared the suscepUKilty 6ne of these prikmers a you ng 
fellow — unduly smart and of ve^tUe abDiUea comes for his ninth 
conviction for theft His left arm both bones, ore broken and badly 
set> and be says It was due to a horse falV*-an expjonatlon — to be 
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taken with a grain of salt^ He is doing the barber’s work— and it is 
said, well, — better certainly than his predecessor in office ^ 

The Flag Staff (9—10—42) 

Our compound has a flag staff without a flag Apparently it had 
it, once and must have been removed out of consideration for <;»pr 
susceptibilities However that be, outside our premises (enclosure) 
is \nsible the Umon Jack of the Port flag staff We have watched the 
hour of its ascent and descent The latter is done at irregular hours^ 
When from the 1st September, the advanced time came into oppa- 
tion we thought they were observing it, but the hours kept are so 
irregular that the flag was flymg still at 8 pm (new time) An 
mteresting point is that when the flag was flying half-mast high on 
account of the Duke of Kent’s death, the kites were pecking at it, 
whereas they had leftf it untouched so ^ong as it was luii mast high. 

‘Tea-* and Badminton (10 — 10 — ’42) 

At 4-30, we have our ‘tea’ Latterly ‘Tea’ has yielded place to 
coffee with about four or five of us After a short interval follows 
Badmmton and Shuttle-cock But ere long by the beginning of 
October, four friends (players) had a bad elbow and they changed 
hands i e , 2 right hand playeis began to play with the left and one 
left handei with the right The fourth discreetly gave up for a long 
mterval 

The Birds (11— 10— ’42) c 

As the shutle cock is flying from one court to the other, we notice 
how, the swallows, the kites, the parrots and the crows keep novering 
slightly higher They make a point of hovering ovei the play grounds 
at their fixed time m the evenings, coo into each others ‘ears’, fly 
in pairs, execute circles over our heads and round about the trees 
and settle on their respective boughs But the kites were observmg a 
ceremony On the arrival of a particular pair, — ^perhaps ‘the elders of 
the race’, they were aU iij one bound rising from their perches and 
havmg a gala time of it, soaring high in the heavens and higher and 
higher still, and after besporting themselves for a while, they settled 
on their respective trees once agam The swallows are quite domesti- 
cated They go^ast the pillars — (encompassmg them) ^of our veran- 
dahs and every day perhaps the same pairs, do so with clocklike re- 
gularity, while tens of others do not dllow themselves such a privilege 
They all vary their cooings, they have their language obviously of 
greetmg one another, of welcoming their leaders, of wanung against 
danger, of conbludmg their sport The ‘cheel’ (kite or haivk) has a 
peculiarly pathetic and piteous tone b^^ somewhat feeble and low for 
the size of the bird and its huntmg and ‘vahashianee’ (wild) propen- 
sities ^The spaijrows of €ourse are the most domesticated of the birds. 
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Hiey Snjoy quarters In our halls, they have their amorous sports, 
their petty Jealousies and hitter fights, their young ones which the 
parents feefl the whole day and ^ day long. The sparrows are very 
pn gpirin nw for you often see two male ones rpUlng one over the other 
with the neck of the one tightly in the grip of the other^s beak. It is 
not unusual to see two male sparrows d ghttne with one another side 
by side with two female sparrows engaged in a parallel fight. Appa- 
rently it Is a love oflatr — miscarried or crossed. 

, Cards 

In the evenings after night-fall the cards party anembles with 
as much regularity as alter lunch. After lunch and before dinner — 
this l£ a regular feature. One innovation I have noticed is. that there 
are two packs of cards alternately shuffled apd dealt One initial 
difficulty la that the terminology and nomenclature of different pro 
vincas differ Tdamond is not understood In Maharashtra. It Is 
chowkat *Clabs Is called *cheedla by one friend ‘spades’ Is unlversaL 
However after a lew wrong calls owing to the unfamiliar nomen 
clatxire the players have well setUed to the game and the poet-game 
disputation as to what would have resulted If the 2 spades had given 
place to 2 006*8 or the one ‘no yielded place to two 'hearts' or If the 
lead bad been diamonds— not clubs so on. How serious these 
discussions growl They are sometlnies alarming to the spectators 
but they seem to be the real seet and quintessence of the pastime to 
the pUyers, to some of them more than to others. 

Lunar and Solar Years (13 — 10 — 42) 

While the play Is going on, others who are not mterested In the 
game— M participants or epectators, keep In the open* scan the Bky 
dtscpgi the stars and the planets. Then follows an exchange of notes 
on the lunar and the solar year AtThiTcn mas* Is a necessary feature 
of lunar calculatlona. The Andhra, the UP and the Maharashtme 
observe the lunar year but while the Andhras have their months end- 
ing with Amavasya, In UP the months aie Poomlmanthoa. Accord 
Ingly the new year varies by 16 days. The Tamils and the Bengalees 
have solar years and their now year Invariably falls on the 13th or 
14th AprlL The festivals of different provinces are howovor almost 
the same, bfttng based on lunar calculations. In *crP Dashara Is 
an Important, even as Deepavali In Gujarat or Vlnayaka Chaturthl 
of the Maharaihtras Is. In UJ^ Ramllla Is the Ti^rrt most important 
festlvaL 

9 

Stoae> Ui— ^6— 42) • 

Our arrival was not quite tn the rainy season but at Its log end 
stin We had some cbowen and these have washed out the stones on 
tho ground and some of them p re sen ted vhrlegateA colours of lal 
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(ruby), Hira (diamond)), Jamrud (Emerald), Sapphire (neel), lakuih 
(torquoise), Carbuncle, pebble — j^nd so on it became v pastime 
with two of us at any rate to gather these * 

Tho Garden (15 — 10 — ’42) 

Then came the idea of the garden At one of the periodical sit- 
tings of one of the committees, it was resolved to raise a small garden 
of winter flowers without however, taking the laboui of other than 
members, but when it came to actualities— few turned up ’Die s^te 
was surveyed and measured, a ground plan was drawn up around ^the 
central flag and its circular ‘chabutara’ But somehow' it was con- 
sidered de'^irable to dig down 2 feet and that brought out a wall of 
the old pajaces with two fine lotuses carved at either end of the 
Ime chalked out Th^ wall was built of dressed stone and v/e must 
have been somew'here at the 8th or 9th foot of it^ height The 
surroundmg ground was all made up by filling the halls of the old 
palace with the debris of the superlying walls which were demolished 
Thai was how the level of the grounds occupied by us was at least 
8 to 10 feet above the level of the surrounding area of the fort The 
diggmg brought up quite a lot of quarry stone and of soft black earth 
Altogether the appearance was not of a camp jail but of a building 
that was raised from out of old material In the meantime, it was 
whispered that the I G and' a specialist in throat and lung diseases 
was visiting the place (about 15th of October) and this caused a little 
stir The superintendent was not happy over the debr s and the pit, 
and the prisoner-attendants were hard put to it to remo\e ali the 
stones away and sieve the earth and fill the pits with it I’he pitj’ 
of it was that the lotuses m the walls were covered up once again 
perhaps to be^ rediscovered someday by some, "future ‘prisoners’?” 
Although it was originally understood that the garden work should be 
done by ourselves it was only Jawaharlal that did what share of it 
he felt equal to The I G however didn’t turn up, nm the specialist 
Tire patient— Dr Syed Mahamud was taken to the Collector’s house for 
exammation by the latter and luckily he had only posterior naso- 
pharygeal inflammation together perhaps with a little tingle of 
malaria The archaeological side is interesting Between 1496 and 
1498, the Fort was built by Chand Bibi, while the ‘faseelc’ (or the sur- 
loundmg wall) o^ the Fort was built later, first of mud. .then of brick 

Underground Tunnefr'^ (16 — 10 — 42) 

There is therefore every reason for hoping for a Treasure trovd 
here— but we must 'dig deep oj- taste not the Pyrean spring’ Even the 
small prts dug' for the garden havS upset the people here Nor is 
their fear groundless We leam that the military is eternally obsessed 
by the one thought that we may escape It is not possible to change 
their mind,— evrn if we fhay convince them that we are of a differ 6nt 
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sort fdr *116 wiio Is convliiced against hl» iriH U of his own opinion 
stQl*’ as t^e old adage runs— and t^iey continue to think that. If you 
dig up the ground for a garden,*Le^ ttnm up its soil and aerate It, 
you are excavating an underground tunnel These thoughts are not 
^pia^lnary but they are based on actual discussions. The dvU au- 
thorlUcs have entrusted us to the military We are perhaps neither 
here nor there but do not cease to be either here or there We are 
in both and there is the rub 

• The Tommies (17— 10— ^4Z) 

« 

If the building has to be repaired, the British military must come. 
They carry their epades and tools, their ladders and cement bags. 
They dig and delve they bring the water from the tape and mix the 
cement. They collect the debris and convey it out of the rooms. 
They bring their bricks and carry them on their bfl.cka. AH thi* 15 
well and good but It Is amtislng to note that they carry live or six 
bricks at a time As an Improvement two of them Joined and carried 
double the number on a piece of plank. They thus added to their 
labour and carried forward and backward an additional plank but 
it gave them a mechanical advantage. For aught I could see they are 
not perfect workmen. Both In willingness and efficiency they appear- 
ed to be second rate They carry a trowel which Is one foot lo^ and 
forms a long triangle A slab had to be r e m o ved and In removal was 
aDowed to be broken, I was watching as It was being replaced, and 
found the wrong pieces being Juxtaposed. I suddenly asked the 
T nmthy to leave it alone and myself lifted the bit and put It elsewhere 
and It was correct to a T These sappers and miners ore a pleasant 
lot. They get Into ready touch with you. Rather the other way about 
They look as though they have been famished for p, conversation. 
They tell you an about themselves— on© of them Is a colUvator and 
works on hla father's farm but he has no horses — no •Irrigation He 
raises potatoes caulffiower turnips, cabbages, carrots radish, Enol 
khol and so on He is 23 not married, but has his girl In England. 
He Is engaged. Another Is 2S la married has a child, but does not 
know the name of his county A third Is Indian bom, an Electrical 
Engineer married In Rochester Is very smart A fourth 22 years 
old Is engaged and comes from North^pton. A fifth comes from 
Lancashire said he knew Lord Derby and adddl that he lived 
not lar from his place He had known Lord Stanley his eldest ion 
who died some time ago But’he did not hear of Oliver Stanley 
Lord Derby's second ion, formerly president of the Board of TJrade 
and now in charge of War(?) nor airjOeorge Stanle^^ Lord Derby's 
brother ex-<Jo7emor of Madras nor did he know (now could he) 
that Lord Irwin (Halifax) Is Lord Derby's dau^ter's daughter's bus 
band (daughter’s son in law) "niey all long to go home. None of 
thdn likes the war but they are forced to’flght Gocmony Why? 
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Lest Germany should invade England There does not appeal' to he 
any particular individual malice ^against the enemy, hut ^ the group 
hostihty is there < ‘ 


Anfi-Japanese (18 — 10 — ’42) ‘ , 

This hostility is particularly notable in our Major who is gehe- 
lally reticent but we could gather that he lost his all, — his motor car, 
his wedding presents, furniture, clothing to the Japanese in the 
Andamans where he was Superintendent of the Jail He had to cOine 
back to India alone His good wife seems to have been sent eaLlier 
m a ship, but they attacked her ship This would naturally embitter 
any one 


‘/Ghazi Meah’ (19— 10— ’42) 

Suddenly a friend (Jawaharlal) one evening burst out into an 
ejaculation , — “Gazi Meah vahi par, vahi par” and then gave the story 
— Gazi Meah was a samt and every year his anniversary day is a day 
of celebialion by the Mussalman masses in which the Hindus join 
with Dol and Baja The story is that Gazi Meah one day set out for a 
stroll— ‘Hava Khaneke’ and with him he had two disciples, — Nabi 
Meah and Alla Meah On their way they came across a small stream 
and the problem was how to cross it Gazi Meah suggested that they 
must jump over it Alla Meah walked back and ran fonvaid, leapt 
and in the midstream became ‘guruk’ (drowned) Nabi was younger, 
he took a longer start and leapt forward — only to be ‘guruked’ (drown- 
ed) a little in advance of Alla Meah Then there remamed Gazi Meah 
— ‘Khad-O-Kamat’ (stalwart) of limbs, robust and ‘sadowl’, (well- 
shaped) he tightened his garments and stretched his hmos and took 
a big leap ancf cleared to the other end, and in the celebration of the 
event all people cry in one voice “Gazi Meah Vahi Par -Vahi Par” to 
the accompaniment of the Dol ‘Vahi Par— Vahi Par’ is a term used 
whenever an eSort is carried to victory 

On Ourselves (22 — 10 — ’42) 

In a sojourn of this character, even if newspapers and books were 
refused, even if interviews and letter-writing were denied and our- 
selves wholly ctrt, off from the world, yet when twelve men — good and 
true, have been put together, there is so much, ever so much to give 
and take, the Maulana with his d4bp erudition and broad Semitic 
culture, Jawahar with his wide travels and his international outlook, 
his ^ild Harrow traditions and his Cambridge memories, Dr Syed 
Mahamud with his experiences of Oambridge and Germany where he 
had his PhD, with his early Congress proclivities, his unshakable 
nationalism, his conflicts at Aligarh and his conversation with the 
then povemour Asaf A^i with his general knowledge of Ethnology, 
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Anthropology ancient and mediaeval hlsto^ hU Interest in arcbaeo- 
logy here below and Astronomy there above and Botany In between 
and precloili stones to boot, PanUllt Qovlnd Vallabh Pant with his 
77 months' Premiership of one of the most dlfficnlt provinces In India 
-to administer his reminlscenes of Khaksars, and Tenancy Legislation, 
hltf love of precision and his impartial ontlook between the National 
and the International, his wide reading and his versatile Interests, 
above an his eziMrlence of the Central and Provlnolal Legislat ur es, 
.Shtnberrao who knows by heart and repeats doily the 715 verses of 
the Oita and his Upanishads to boot, hli hard Maharashtra cnltore and 
his ascetic bearing and exacting standards. Dr Pralallo Qhosh with 
his rich reminiscences of his earlier days as Profes-or of Science and 
Assay Master of the Mint, his vast and wonderlnl Shaddar Organisa- 
tion, his scientific ontlook, knowledge of dletlUcs and of synthetic 
dyes and his chemical formalae for all organic compounds and calorl 
He equivalents of the different articles of food above all with his close 
study of the war situation and his Inevitable Atlas, his Intimate 
kmowledge of German language and of International politics, Kripa 
lanl, the Professor with a Professor's proverbial absent mlndedness 
■coupled with a keen grasp of the realities around him, with his deep 
Imdght Into the nature of men and matters, hla genuine Mndllnars of 
spirit masked by a rough exterior Ids unfailing courtesies covered by 
'his unconventional aberrations, his deep religious longing hidden 
behind his heretical looks and talks, above oil his Slndhl Hindu s 
huslnyss talents which have built up the largest single Khaddar or- 
-ganlsatioD in India by individual effort, least suspected because of his 
'external don't care masterlrm his Insight Into philosophy psychology 
■and Educational Theories Narendra Dev with his wide culture and 
Intimate touch with the Buddhistic lore with his knov^edge of Ran 
skxlt and love of philosophy with his wen-co-ordinated interests In 
'politics and pedagsgics, his ancient Zemlndarl and Modem Social- 
ism Karl Krishna Mehtab Poqr l-Utkal as he Is familiarly called, 
“wViSi kis criVaral. VeAeswl kn kfcnk? ittiiEift tsm- 

blned with his serious political ecUritlea, bis old experiences of the 
Behar Legislative Oouncll. his new Interest In the affairs of the East- 
ern Agency States, his Intimate touch with Subash Babu of pre- 
Presldentlal and pre Presidential days and his unff^Ulng loyalty to 
Mahatma OaiMhl and lastly Vallabhbhal J Patel, popularly known 
as Vallabhl in *Khas* (private) ^d Sirdar In Am (public) circles 
v^o Inspires awe as well as reverence who Is rich In anecdote flow 
ing In sardonic wit aiKl laneenaUng humour seemlug wholly Igno- 
rant of the currents of thought tq the ■^Torld and yet folly conversant 
with their \ntlmate details and intricate courses, having In bbn em- 
bedded deep In his heart and brain numerous details which explain 
the facts and tho phenomena of the politico of the j)ast one score 
and seven years,— w^ Is It a dlfflcuit affair to spend a couple of years 
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or even three with these ’’friends— who, be it noted are not' merely 
masses of mtellect, or lumps of ffesh and fat, of blood and bone, but ^ 
sentient helngs full of emotion, Qmag2nation, full of 'readiness to '' 
teach and sympathy tc^^ listen, each having his time-table fitting in 
with that of each of the rest of his companions, each having bis 
particular tastes, sometimes his concepts, his prejudices and 
dilections, his genius for synthetic and constructive ability or for 
analytical and destructive taste, some with biting, searing, wit, 
others with caustic sarcasm, one or two with good, light exhilarating 
Iife-givmg humour^ It has been well said by the old monlrs and the 
modern asramites that group life is best enjoyed, developed and ap- 
preciated when confined to numbers ranging from twelve to fifteen 
That was how we were representing different provinces and therefore 
different temperaments havmg different systems of cooking, eating 
and regahng ourselves 

Tastes Differ (23—11— ’42) 

Dr Ghosh offered to prepare Bengal food and has been the re- 
cipient of loud and repeated encomiums for his dall which has not 
only a fine taste but the characteristic golden yellow colour, and 
colour goes a long way in the attractiveness of food Potatoe has 
always to be mixed with Cauliflower Sandesh is a special prepara- 
tion of Bengal along with RasguUa Why not we have Bengali fooa 
for Deepavali— the same for all, sepoys and attendants included’ In 
Bengal they observe nine festivals m the year, m Jails when the com- 
mon prisoners can share openly and lawfully the food of the 
cals Deepavah, Dasara, Id are some of these occasions But a mere 
piescription and ‘hidayat’ will not do, for Dali and vegetable duly 
prepared shoifd also have ‘Jehasan’ (garhc) without which the Maha- 
rashtra apparently cannot enjoy any preparation but vmich to the 
Bengalee is abommation Tastes differ so widely Sugar in curds is 
to the Bengalee mdispensable, to UJP, tolerable as well as to the 
Mahal ashtra The latter mix milk with curds while mixmg it with 
rice The South Indian Is scandalised by it as m his view they are 
mcompatibles Why mcompatibles’— argues the Scientist for all milk 
becomes curdled m the alimentary system But life is not logic or 
science, says the layman 

Customs Differ too (24— 4— ’42) 

It IS not merely t^stes that differ, look at the very sects and castes 
m the different provinces and their customs In Bengal the Brahmin 
eats fish, but /:be orthodox w.dow does not touch it nor even milled 
rice Therefore, the daughter-in-law has to cook food for 'the family, 
husband and children, then bathe, go to another kitchen m another 
apartment and cook fopd with rice pounded by herself for her old 
mothei -in-law * In UP the Brahmins pat fish 'anH manf. ac Ttroll’ aci 
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in the*PimJab and neltbar In Oujoiat nctr In Mflharnahtra 

as li; Sontb India Is fish or meat toivhed by the Brahmins and b large 
^nmp of BsdTlte Non Brahmins. Sa UP the Brahmins are in ser^ral 
gronps, the Tagu (Tyagls?) of the Westei^ Dtrlslan stand Ihg In 
Qpnt^ast with the Bhnmiyars of the eastern. The Oovdas and the 
Samadhyaa are priests of Tysyaa. Ihen there are the Barayn Pareen 
and Saraswats and Kanya Knbjas who eat meat. Tb^ last inhabit 
Bhagalpnr Qaya and parts of UP They are Valdyas, Astrologers, quite 
few in nnznben and they warship the inn The Baja of Ayodbya 
bel(3ics to this group The Khatbrls of HP are Poorvlyas and Pas- 
chlmaa. The latter wear^ no *tllak* (caste mark) and enter into no 
Tain dain (glTe and take) in mandages, by letUement Child nmr 
riagos aro still preralent. 

Oar DIstempert (27—10— ii) 

In a group of elders whose ages range from to 42, with a .^ood 
number heading towards 55 you expect naturally a lot of troubles 
partlenlarly of eyes and teeth. The Military Dentist was allowed to 
pluck out our bad teeth but not to set a fresh plate Those are tniii 
tory orders. Therefore, the matter has been referred to the Oovern- 
ment of Bombay who we leam (27-10-42) have duly addressed the 
OoTernment of India. There Is no doubt that while settling the pro- 
blems of the Second Front In the Great World War n, they wlU also 
giro attention to the second set of teeth In the Ahmednagar Fort 
Detention Camp. OoTurnment of India writing to the MQltary and 
they perhaps to the central aided command in Britain who will doubt- 
less consult the War Cabinet on which there are now two Indians,— 
the Jam Saheb of Navanagar and Sir A. Hamaswaml Modallar 

Windows Oldened (28 — 10 — 42) » 

The MTlttary sappers and mlfiers have after their artillery practice 
on the nearby hiti, come back and opened the wlndowk on the west- 
ern aide of our halls but only partly and then banged the spaces above 
and below the ventilator with expand metal, and invert^ the sun 
shades hitherto overhanging the windows so that instead of projecting 
from above forwards and downwards, they now project from below 
forwards and upwards so as to cut oil aU vision of what Is beyond. 
The Tommies are a pleasant lot They are social apd love to- talk. 
Some of theimtalk on the war They don’t like the war — (who IDces 
it?) but if they don’t fight, Qeijuany will Invade England. That la 
the pabulum on which they are fed, the panic on which they ore lier- 
Haps conscripted? They all Want to return home and see thetr wives 
and children, their parents or their flmmces. But ms one friend was 
‘talking, azlother in his dialect warned him saying T)o you forget 
that we have been a^ked not to talk’ Then the poor man said, Tt 
seem s we are forbidden to talk* Every one of^them is greatly nmnw^ 
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by a centepede They are greatly Inconvenienced by their not carrying 
head loads and present a marked contrast to our labourers in the 
weights carried by the latter andHhe grace with which' they carry 
Imagine a bucket ot eajjth being carried by tv;o sturdy Tommies or a 
small cement bagful of earth likewise by two ‘ . 

c 

Tomato Jam (Home-Made) (29 — ^10 — ’42) 

In Jails unusual tastes are developed — ^particularly in the kitchen 
and garden work I have referred to cooking at some length and t/ell 
may it be dwelt upon again The Tomato is a most attractive' and 
useful addition to our stock of vegetables and it lends itself to a T 
pulav, T rasam, T jam and a variety of other preparations Our 
friends have, at great trouble, prepared first class T jam and also 
second class ‘guava’ i611y But given good flavour, plenty of sugar and 
no one to question, there is no reason why a detenu should not deve- 
lop into a first rate ‘Khansaraa’ In addition, the good v/ife of one 
of the detenus sent a book on ‘Cooking’ which was pored over Tor a 
few days but the recipes given therein and in the weekly Sunday 
Edition of the ‘Hindu’ look formidable in reading as anything docs 
when described in detail in words, although it is evtremeb simple 
when actually done Neither cooking nor spinning can be Icamt by 
reading books 

Adang Badang (SO—IO— ’42) 

The jokes at the dinmg table have become an institution, though 
sometimes they are apt to be overdone or mono'tonous As always 
happens in dinners, one or two friends become the butt of the jokes 
and each contnoutes his share towards mirth and merriment It 
seems when a Sikh Sardar is sleeping in the day, the attendant does 
not say he is. sleeping but says, "Sardar Saheb adang badang karte 
hain’’ which means he is rolling in the bed 

T^ho Radio (31— 10— ’42) 

Life in the Fort has been somewhat enlivened by the Radio in 
fiont of the enclosure whose talks and songs, however, cannot be dis- 
tinguished though audible, and the sudden hearing of the bugle which 
is operatmg alf day long and till 10 in the night further compUcates 
the audibility Besides you have the machine-gun practice and the 
throttle sound of the motor cycle wiiich are awfully monotonous apart 
fropi being uncongemal, while the bugle call Is at least pleasant and 
enjoyable Speakmg of the ^adio, it may be mentioned here that the 
opemng of the windows has enabled us to follow the BBC news 
and music — ^mostly English, but occasionally Indian, from beyond the 
wall with some clearness and to some advantage We are thus in 
contarct with the outef world once in a way •• 
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H7*t«rfai AfEln (l—U— 4J3) 

Soddedy one evening Uie Bnbednr (Head Warder a< we caQ >iiTn 
Id Madras ITJP ) lell down in £ lamp while walking along. No, be 
did i^t fall down, be sat down quietly and seemed to be In distrefs. 
Coe of the yoang sepoys (as Warders are called) who was playing 
Volley TteH . while the shuttle-cock and battle-door was going on for 
ns elsew her e, mshed to give aid, and I noticed this through the 
creeiier on the verandah oppostta and quietly walked up to the place 
the>old TTiftn of 01 — who had retired on a pension of Bs, 30/ pjn. pnrt 
whose services were re-entertained on an additional pay of 
Rs. SO/- pm. had a tonic spasm of legs and arms and was unable to 
swallow water but was conackrus. He was carried to his bed In his 
room and there he was unable to He down wanted to ait and was In 
otTVlous distress. Meanwhile, the Major came ^d shrewdly suspect- 
ed another case of hysteria like onto the warder lakkappa's. The 
same antecedent condlttons existed, because the Snbedar wanted to 
go away (possibly because hli son in law— a sepoy fell HI,) was ad- 
mitted to the Olvll Hospital and on discharge went on a month's leave 
back to Poona. The Subedar having been refused permlsslan to get 
away from service, apparently brooded over his confinement his age 
and liTOlotlon, hla son in law's IH health and he developed hysteria. 
Next day he felt better But the Interest in the case was somewhat 
less comical than In lAkkappas because be Is 61 and might go in for 
a cerebral stroke though his conedousness, quiet titttng and epasUc 
limbs ^gntra Indicated any such development 

The very third day thereafter the succeoor of Inkkappa, Nam 
deo the new Warder — quietly sat down on seeing the Major from 
afar and had to be helped to bed for a couple of days. The fact was 
he wanted to appropriate without perml^on and purloined two 
oranges and two plautalns, and on a different occasion a cup of Tniite 
from our pantry The Jailor before whom the prlsonars produced their 
'Warder' red handed, having referred the matter to the Superintendent 
— and the lattat havtcig tteied thaX gbra 

that day the fellow obviously collapsed on seeing bis superior and 
developed hysteria. It was quite an epidemic. We wbau be damn 
lucky If we escape it. 

The Bttle (5— U— «) * 

We have got some 3 cofiles of the Bible. The Bible the Bhaga- 
vmdglta and the Koran— all are Regularly studied by different groups 
-*wlth varying degrees of faith and benefit. I asked Jawahar whe^er 
there is the regular teaching of the Blbln in ^ngTigh P ot^iir Schools or 
CJoHegca. *No neither regularly Aor at alL Only on Sunday there 
Is a "eadlng given from the Bible said he. But it is a different 
matter he added, with the students going to ^e Divinity OoHege. It 
Is strange that at no time and In no place should the Dlble be taught 
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in Britain in the Educational institutions! while so much iBlble Is 
poured down the throats and dinned into the cars of Indian students 
in Mission Institutions There no such institutions; 'm England , 
The so-called St John's and Trinity college arc no more rcllglon- 
ndden or Bible-bound than any other. Ah, we live to learn Speak- 
ing of English Schools and Colleges, the conversation turned to Bdat 
races 


Boat Races <4 — 11 — ’42) 

The Cam river in Cambridge is— how broad you think?- 25 ‘feet 
in breadth Pause and take a deep breath— 25 feet broad Tlvdi’— to 
us who know that Padma is 10 to 15 miles broad in East Bengal, 
Brahmaputra 3 to 4 miles broad at Gauhatl Godavari 3 miles broad 
at Rajahmundry and Krishna 1 mile broad at Bezwada Recently I 
read that the area drained by the Mahanadi, Godavarr and Krishna 
covers a third of the area of India And when we talk of boat races 
m Oxford and Cambridge, we must think of boats racing with one 
another on the Cam and the Isis The latter is slightly broader than 
the former and is, in fact, a tributary of the Thames The races 
sometimes start m the Thames Two boats cannot go abreast of 
each other on the Cam or on the Isis Then how can a race take place 
unless one overtakes another? The fact seems to be that the boats 
aie started 40 or 50, exactly in the order in which they came off 
the previous year When one boat coming from behind touches the 
one in front of it, the two boats are stopped and next day they are 
started in the reverse order Thus is the race conducted Y/hat a 
mockery] What a nomenclature! What a delusion we live in' 

Devilling (5— U— ’42) 

The Colleges in Cambridge are disposed in quadrangular forma- 
tion "With buildings on the four sides enclosing a lawn within The 
play -grounds are elsewhere and even so, not extensive There are 
‘greens’ on either side of the Cam and gardens into which access is 
not permitted even to the under-graduates except rarely Tlie Dons 
can go m there The system of devilling is in vogue — the senior stu- 
dent being served by the junior and tight service it is to be sure 
The junior has to run and sometimes the senior gives a loud cry in 
caUmg or quiqkening the pace of the junior 

Exploits (6— 11— ’42) ' 

Amongst the under-graduates *there are some very clever dare- 
deyils and one of them was during Jawahar’s time noted for his Ex- 
ploits (1) Piccadilly the motor traffic Is heavy, circus held up 
sometimes a thousand cars pass fn 5’. It continues likfe that from 
.morning till 1pm and then again in the evening One day this 
cChap took a number o^ boys and enclosed a circular area right In the 
.centre -of the ’circus and held up'-traffic. -The Policeman thought‘that 
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the ecralktry ccmndl wu embarWng upon some urgent Amngemento. 
After bolding tip the Trafflc the parf or mers dltappeared much to the 
cdngeat lo n tftifj consternation of Che passengen and the Police res- 
pecUvely , 

The Sultan of y-awrfhT 

(2) On another day a telephone message was sent to the Port 
authorities at Portland that the ^Sultan of Zanzibar was Tlsltlng the 
llee^ and should be shown round. At the stated time this chap went 
theni with an entourage, his face bedaubed blade and with a strange 
habiliments He was with an ceremony taken round but be remained 
mute and after the function was orer quietly retraced bis steps. Then 
It- was that the diacorery of the hoax was made. 

" Hold the String 

(3) A common trick at street comets In London which our 
friend pe r formed with amazing cleremess was to cap up a passer by 
and ask him jurt to hold one end of a string for a minute. He ties 
up the other end aomewhere and disappears leasing the poor fellow 
In a state of expectation of reUef which la nerer forthcoming. 

And That Is The Dean! 

(4) On one occasion a number of American slsltars coPed on a 
college In Cambridge and the students showing them round pointed 
to this as the chapel, that as the library this as the laboratory that 
as the*Dean*i room throwing a stone on to a window on the 1st floor 
The Dean suddenly popped his head and peeped out whereon the boys 
said And that Is t^ Dean 

^ A Boy A Goat and A Babbit (7— U->42)'’ 

Some old History books have been ordered by the MauTana and 
one of the erents narrated was by a mutiny reteran who writing of 
the Tlpagers' IntePlgence described bow a boa>constrnotor began to 
swallow a boy by the leg The boy tried aPiklnds of tricks, struggled 
with the beast, threw dust into its eyes but was swaUowed up to the 
chest and then -he stretched out his arms prerenUng further pro> 
gress and began to raise a hue and cry The Tlllagers gathered. To 
hit the beast 9 n the bead would Injure the boy T5 approach tho 
taP would be to make It lash perhaps the boy htnw.if So they took 
sticks and broke the spine of the Creature and saved the boy who came 
oat unscathed except lor a few scratches. And when they cut open 
the creature they found a goat and a ^abblt. 

The mine writer gives the etfcry of a ‘cheel— how It carried oft 
a baby and the baby was recovered by the vUlagers. The eagle had 
placed It on a rock. At first, the fat^ trie<J to oUmb the rock but 
fell down. Then the mother made bold anti climbed *and reoevered 
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the babe which came out 'unhurt The eagle apparently left" It un- 
touched o • , 

c 

Not Unknown (11 — 11 — '42) 

C u 

Our address is still supposed to be kept a secret But today the 
Superintendent hands me an issue of the Telugu Daily — Andhra 
Patrika addressed to Major Sandek, IMS C/o the District Magis- 
trate, Ahmednagar Surely that is a self-revealing document hailing 
from the despatching office in Madras, 7, Thambu Chetti Street where 
the address was being written out from day to day and later' was 
pnnted Why should a Telugu daily be ordered by an IMS Officer 
care of the District Magistrate If it was addressed to the IMS officer 
alone, he might be thought a linguistic student But the full address 
has its own tale to teU When I showed this and explained to the 
Major and the District Magistrate, they simply smiled as if to tell 
us that all the world knew our address by this time I explained that 
nevertheless, we were not allowed to have the satisfaction of putting 
down ‘Ahmednagar Fort’ at the top of our letters, and that was just 
like a Hindu husband and wife who know each other’s names full 
well but may not utter them in private or public This> was a revela- 
tion to the Major who asked whether it was not in respect of mention 
of names in public only that the prohibition operated No The fact 
is that Englishmen may live in India for decades They cannot see 
behind the veil that hides the social life and institutions of India 
That was what Minto said in 1908 and that is what we see in 1§42 

The Radio (12— 11— ’42) 

It has already been stated that the Radio that the Maulana 
brought here,<has been confined in the Jaflor’s office room— jail within 
jail! Repeated references have not brought a favourable answer 
from Government But God tempers the wind for the hobbled ass 
as well as for the shorn lamb We have a radio in the Officers’ quart- 
ers by the side of our rooms which has been made available for us 
with the opening out of ‘the windows And too there is a radio in 
front of our main gate The latter is ‘Am’ (public) and the former 
is ‘Khas’ ^private) For a long time, it was claimed that the latter 
was only the reflection of the former It was not so, for they were 
heard at different times Through the radio next to our looms — 
which was a private one, we couljl not always hear the news in 
advance— but only at times for, for one thing the owner had other 
duties than merely switching on the radio for our benefit He ha‘d 
office to attend— apparently ^e belongs to the Mihtaiy Engineering 
Department — ^which used to have its offices in our block once but 
which had to make room for its “betters” — our esteemed selves The 
general radio caters to |he “public” of the Fort only at evening hours 
from ft pm tcf 8 pm while ‘ours’ — we can now claim it with au£ho- 
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rity— 13 on from 7 to 8-30 ajn-, 13-30 to l-jSO pjn. and 0-30 to 9 p4iu 
Apart from ncwB wo Uto In an atx^osphere of music— generally Eng- 
11^ and on occasions— Indian. V the Military authorltlis hod 
not Inverted the sunshades In opening up the windows we feel we 
lyould have put the Radio to better use • 

The DeepavaU <U— 11— «) 

This festival fell on the 8th of November this year and with rare 
excitement and interest were we looking forward to It. Poor Jailor 
he^isis been anxious to go home to Poona lor the festival and his leave 
was 'not granted. Asof All, the Artist amongst os was Interesting him 
self In Deepavall celebrations And he commissioned the young barber 
attendant— who by the way leaving alone hit ninth eonvicUon for 
theft,— la a smart, all round, dexterous chap to prepare the gumbaxes 
with coloured paper My room haa. In one haJj of it, a crpss parti 
tlon which screens off the area into a separate apartment and tp 
make It (lalte cosy I joined my olmyra at right angles to It so thai It 
looks like a doorway to the apartment. For a number of days 1 dldn t 
know that a workshop was functioning behind the screen Eleven 
line gumbases have been prepared In a most artistic fashion and we 
were ardently awaiting their use on the Deepavall Day 

A Tidal Wave <15— U— 42) 

At last, the mystery of the temporary failure of the CalcntU. and 
Bombay malls between the 16th and 23rd of October last bos been 
sotvetF there has been a tidal wa^ which swept away 10,000 souls 
In Mldnapur This recalls the tragedy of the tidal wave which had 
swep Masullpetam (my own place) In 1634 over on area of 70 by 
12 miles and killed 30 000 people that night on the ^th November 
1634. MasuUpatam bad another tidal wave In 1793 Bo the east 
coast Is a txMcberous one and Its treachery has been this year spent 
on Mldnapore But why If It Is only a tidal wave should the secret 
have remained unravelled so long? It seems that certain military 
lines have been affected and, therefore the event has passed from the 
CtvU and climatic or geographical, to the military and strateglo 
domain. The failure to dly.lose the real causa gave gr ou nd for un 
pleasant surmises which did tnjusUce to the public ^ nBwiflting 
more acts of jandallsm with them. Anyway It Is surprising to get 
the news of the 16th October on the 8tb November 

Ussle <13—11—42) 

To the prisoner In Jail, there are twe^ diversions for yhlch he need 
not pay and they are muslo end the companionship *of the birds. 
Music Is our universal language,— unknown oftenthnes to the Unlver 
alty graduate hut known (tmtaught) to the prisoner attendants, the 
Bhangl and the sweeper *Tike charitableness, sweetxKSs of speech, 
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like fortitude "and 'sense ofrproportion and propriety, like valour and 
poetry— music is a gift of nature,” says a Sanskrit saying, ;T 3 om with 
birth -and not capable of acquisition- by study” It is regrettable that 
of the 12 members confined, no one has shown any aggressive talent 
m this direction and thit is rather euphemistic language On^ on .9 
(.Mehtab) has had some imtiation mto the lore of the flute and Jie 
has ordered a ‘bansi’ Two flutes were brought from the market- 
one of bamboo and the other of metal,— the latter more a pipe than 
flute, and on sight of these, one of the prisoners (Gulab) a somew^jat 
inappropriate name of his uncouth lineaments, sprang up with, joy 
and intimated for the first time the fact of his initiation into the lore 
So he got the metallic one and ever since, flute play is heard in our 
premises With the radio music outside and the flute play inside, 
the-andity of life has become somewhat relieved, but is renewed 
with the release of Gulab It is discovered rather late that Asaf has 
a 'keen ear for music 

i V 

Birds and Their Amours (17 — 11 — '42) 

To watch the birds in their play, their hunt for prey, their sport 
and amour is an eternal education In Vellore, we saw once, how 
when the female cat got into rut, she exhibited all kinds of agony, 
rolling on the ground for a_ whole day, moaning and mewing for an- 
other day, running away from the male cat for a third, then suffenng 
the’' sadistic tortures at the latter’s hands and finally submitting to 
the inevitable The birds don’t seem to be so formal But it seldom 
falls td'our lot to watch the processes of pairing We see the ctiuples 
Who had chanced to come together But it is most interesting to 
see a' he-sparrow coomg and chirping for the she-sparrow for foui 
days on end &nd thereupon two she-sparrows came up, of which one 
was rejected and kicked out When the poor thmg began to appear 
thereafter once or twice the remarkable thing was the ferocity with 
which the newly admitted spouse fought out the rival What ex- 
actly has happened we know not Is the female sparrow, the old 
spouse, lost sight of for 4 days or did she cut off herself from her lord 
in order to keep company with her young ones until they have taken 
wing? 


c Male Nurses (18 — 11 — ^*42) 

We read that among certain birds, the male takes to bachelor’s 
life in order to leave the female ucfciolested in her attention to the 
hatching of the eggs Oftentimes, the male is not merely an equdl 
labourer in the building of tl;e nest, but is the male nurse that takes 
charge of the eggs and hatches thein From the ostrich to the hum- 
ming bird, there are' numerous variations of infini te interest to the 
ornithologist The frog (one kind) lays its eggs in a pouch formed 
unden the belJy of the*' nnale parent ■ and thereafter the process of 
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batching them watering them In the eandf nest and finally learlng 
them -as thi) tadpoles emerge Is the 4nty of the lather 

Longerlty and S^ed <1S — 11—42) 

It is Interesting too how long these birds *and reptiles live It is 
said that the eagle and the kite live fifty years The elephant 
dves more than 100 years, the bone and the ox for forty years the 
crow twen^ five years, the Usard years, the monkey for over 
twenty five years. The kite develops a speed In flying of 120 miles 
per Ijonr the cheetah 40 mUes and easily outstrips the hunting dog. 
The science of the birds and the beasts, their travel, their food, their 
habits and their longevity are sabjeots of eternal interest to the 
student of life on different planet. A funny incident has happened 
VaHahhbhal has the charge of fmlt in this playe and they are kept 
In a meat safe. One day a young sparrow fen frmn Its nert and was 
secured in the meat safe for the night. Early morning vhen the 
Maulana opened It, little knowing there was a living — flying organism 
encaged therein, out came flapping the little bird which naturally 
took him by gurprlsel 

Tact (20— U— «) 

The Major has narrated the story of how the birds In his room 
have spoilt a big typed letter by their leavings dropped from the ven* 
tflator in the calling Be hod to do the whole over again which cost 
him an hour and a half He has further told in a leas distressed but 
more theertul spirit how suddenly he saw the mother sparrow and 
the 'young one draw up In his ro om and on being driven away the 
mother left leaving the young one puxxled and perplexed. Later the 
mbther approached from the gate side and gently chirped, calling 
the young one and ultimately helped her out. She would not enter 
the room for fear of being driven out by the Majorl 

The licmg ^nep V21— U. — 

Deopavall Is the last festival of the y^ Why in the Indian 
Calendar from the 1st week of Noronber right up the New Year's 
Day no festivals have been organised Is a m ystery Of coarse we 
do not forget there Is the Sankranti on the 13th January But that 
la an astrnnnnllcal festival if we may so caU It marking the com- 
mencement of the son’s TTUarajinnam Might It be that thu la so 
because in the Arctic Home of the Vedas the Aryans had to spend a 
long Winter night of six months having a twilight at Its beglniilng 
and at its end of about a month and fifteen days? Anyway we have 
an celebrated our festival with great eclat, a hundred lamps bum- 
log along the verandahs, the gumbos decorating the dtptng haQ and 
several i^reparatlons, sweet and savoury fllUn/the stomachs. 
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Fectivals (23—11— ’42) 

The more we come into contact with each other fro-.n different 
provmces, the more we find thaif the significance of festivals, the 
ceremonies incidental thereto, as well as the customs and mqnners 
associated with them, differ widely For instance, on the Vljayu- 
dasami day, people in the North— (from Wardha Northv/ards) ’{'Islt 
their relations, salute their elders and distribute the leaves of the 
‘Samee’ tree on which Arjuna had deposited his 'astras’. Tney also 
distribute in the night (shot grain and curds) Very likely the dis- 
tribution of the leaves is meant to remind people of the prowt^s of 
the old days for those very weapons were taken by the Pandavas on 
their return from their incognito life in their 13th year abroad 

, ‘Bhai-duj’ (23— 11— ’42) 

In regard to Depavali, the Maharashtras, Gujaratis and UJ? 
HIndusthanees have a fine custom which In UP. is called 'Bhai duj’ 
and in Maharashtra is known as ‘Bhavu beej’ under which the brothers 
go to the sisters’ houses and give a sari to them and receive from 
them in turn some money presents Apparently from diet and tem- 
perament to customs and maimers, Maharashtra is a connecting 
hnk, as much m culture as in geography, between South India and 
North The 'chapati' in diet begins with the Maharashtra— only 
they take rice first, roti in the middle and rice and curds at the end 
The Northern Indian begins with ‘roti’ and ends with rice 

JawahaFs Birthday (24 — 11 — ’42) ' 

Jawaharlal’s birthday fell on 14-ll-’42 He completed his 53rd 
year and entered upon the fifty-fourth His life is like everybody 
else’s, a life of a mixture of joy and sorrow, of a conflict between the 
will and the emotions, the mind and the heart But what saddens in 
particular is the premature demise of his partner in life He does 
not generally speak of family matters in a mixed company of friends 
and acquaintances Some of us can only place ouiselves in the 
latter category Yet he has told us something out of his heart, re- 
latmg to Kamala’s illness I happened to ask him whether her trip 
to Switzerland was the first and last time she crossed the seas No, 
he said, she was there in Europe in 1926 and 1927 In fact, she was 
ill in the Luckilow Hospital during the session of the Pawnpore Con- 
gress (December 1925) Dr Ansar! advised her being treated m 
Europe and even mentioned the name of Spalings of Vienna, an un- 
qualified doctor, a biologist, who would not be admitted to the fold 
of the qualified angels Alb^t, they showed the patient to liim and 
ne treated her for 6 months with 'visible improvement He made it 
plain that the fee he got — £200, — ^would go to a huge institution he 
was matntaimng — containing all kmds of animals, horses, oxen, fowls, 
rabbits and wkat not for his researches and laboratory needs Then 
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the patient waa taken to Switxerland vhere a stay ot 9 montlis was 
made, la the meanthne Motilaljfe joined and <S1 Tialted Paris, 
B^Un, Russia and lijndoo belore^they returned to India qpH Jawa 
barUl to Madras (December 19T7) for the Ci^ngress Session presided 
ffier by Dr Ansarl. The patient was shown first to an old doctor and 
then to a young rising dashy dogmatic doctor who contradicted the 
other doctors regarding the diagnosis and staked his whole reputa- 
tion upon it. She (patient) survived her Dlneas then, being treated 
lor >31 months in 19^ and 1927 abroad and alter a decade In 19Sd 
she Sound her end abroad too 

Impatient and Impertinent 

While in Tleuna, Motilaljee showed himself to a famous doctor 
for his asthma. There was an Interpreter — a lady A patient who had 
gone &,000 miles from home for treatment would naturally want to 
give a full account of his tnness, but a famous specialist would want 
him to be brief — and too there was the difficulty of language The 
doctor began to hurry up Motilaljee and after two or three proddlngs, 
asked him for the third time to be brief and questioned him as to 
what he was suffering from then. Nothing daunted^ MotQalJee said 
In disgust and anger ‘T am Just now suffering from the hurry of on 
Impatient and Impertinent doctor^—on which the lady interpreter 
burst into a laughter vdilch whetted the curlntlty of the doctor who 
wanted to know exactly what the patient was saying In English And 
when ^|he Interpreter stated It, be shared the laughter and became 
quiet and patient and gave any amount of time but asked what bis 
profession was and when MotQalJee said be was a lawyer the doctor 
said. So I thought 

a 

Chintamaul— A Daneing Girl 

The narration of these events Incidentally recalls a story I heard 
here relating to elections In ITF* In 1937 (February) The story how- 
ever has nothing to do with the Nehma. Ip 1937 0 7 ChlntaTn aril 
was a candidate for the Leglslattre Elections and against Khn a 
Kshatrtya lady was put up on the dde of the Congress. Poor Oblnta- 
manl was Ql and his workers were conducting the <-qTnpHiffn Ther? 
was a rich K^iatriya voter who was interesthig in Chlnta- 

manl s election. Some one set afloat tiie rumour that It was altogether 
ugly that he, a Eahatrlya should Interest himself In the election of 
a dancing girl as against an esteemed lady candidate of his own 
caste. If they could they should put lyp a decent and respectable 
candidate— man or woman, but if they could not they ^lould support 
the candidate oi>i>oalte — an esteemed Kshatrtya la^ Ohlntamanl 
waa defeated in the elections because his n^e sounded that 
of i dandng girl • 
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“Justifiable To Deceive” (15— 11— MS) 

This is an ugly and objectionable feature of our clcctlonr., and 
considering on the whole the highMevel at which CongreV. wan con- 
ducting them, it is much to be regretted that such an episode 
have occurred While, therefore, we sincerely dcplorj such happen- 
ings, what are we to say to a Premier lihe Churchill npcahlng In Far- 
hament on the 11th Instant about his promise of th,* Second Front 
— with the U S and Russia in 1942 

“I must say, quite frankly that I hold it perfectly juntl/lable 
to deceive the enemy (cheers) even if, at the namf' lime, 'your 
own people are for the while misled There Is one thing >ou must 
never make a promise which you do not fulfil I hope we shall 
see we have lived up to that standard All British promhes to 
Russia have bcenr made in writing or ghen aero n the table in 
recorded conversations with Soviet representative' " 

"Ilold our own” 

I have quoted the full passage, so an not to do an> injustice to 
Churcnill But even no, how does he emerge from his speech’ Does 
he consider India an ally or an cncm>? From his llfo-lonr antlpathj 
to Indian aspirations, from his description of Gandhi nn ‘a half- 
naked Fakir” moving up and down the steps of the Viceregal I/)dgc in 
1931, from his speech In the Commons, on Crlppn’ Mission, it in evi- 
dent he Ircats India as an 'enemy’ or at any rate India can treat him 
as an enemy, — an attitude perfectly confirmed bj a p.nnna'^c in an 
earlier speech at the Lord Manor’s Annual Banquet at the .‘fan'^Ion 
House on the 10th November 1942, In which he nan ; regarding the 
subject of British War Alms 

"Let me, however, make this clear, — lot there be no mistake 
about it in any quarter WE MEAN TO HOLD OUR OWN I have 
not become the King’s First Minister in order to preside over ‘the 
liquidation of the British Empire For that task. If ever It wan 
prescribed, some one else would bane to be bom, and under de- 
mocracy, I suppose, the Nation would have to be consulted” 

' ■ Well, if Churchill treats India as an enemy, India, to be frank, 
is perfectly justified in charging that Churchill Is only deceiving India 
in the Cripps’ IVJission And too think of it, he swears by democracy, 
but believes that In order to give India or the colonids freedom, the 
nation must be consulted So the nation that calls itself a demo- 
cracy, can pursue Imperialism to serve her own ends' How can a.n 
Imperialism liquidate itself? It is a contradiction of terms as well 
as ideas t <■ 

•’ o 

Honey Leaks (15— 11— M2) 

The way the Bombay Government works is strange indeed 
One of us, Sbankerrao' Dev had left behind, his bedding, books hnd 
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ipectades In the host’s boose In Bombay There was some little 
I)eTtarbatlqti over It In Bombay on ^e 9th Aogost, bot news was re- 
ceived thatithey were handed ooer to a political wotLer of Maha- 
rashtra,— Shreemati Prema Kantate, bot they were lost sight of since, 
fpr she herself bad gone to Jail since At h£st news was received at 
oor place (Fort) that they had been (lellvered to the L G The L Q 
bad paid three vlstts to us %pd.aaehr ilme these articles fonned the 
subject of conversatlorL At last, they arrived on the 13th November 
an^ tbe previous day the L Q was p rese nt with us He made excuses 
tha^ the bundle was lost sight of Anyway they have come through 
somewhat soaked In honey which leaked from a tin that contained 1 
In bulk and that was pocked inside the bedding. Might It be that 
the censor made a leak In the tin to test its contents and forgot to 
close iti No the goods being delivered direct tq I. O, could not have 
gone to the cemorl The Interesting point Is the recovery of spectacles 
without which the owner bad to go blind for a couple of months and 
thereafter order a fresh pair on a re-examinatlon of the eyes which 
did not suit hirn The lost pair r ec o vere d was a source of real joy 

The VUltore (IS— U— 42) 

Week in, week out— on Mondays the vlsltoni come Even theJx 
company has became as doll as tbe taking of weights At least tbe 
balance spcoksr-^lght or wrong It indicates a figure that provokes 
thought explanatkms, enquiries but what do the two vUHors,— tho 
Collector and the D.M.0 speak, indicate or suggest? Nothing 8o 
we must prepare come agendo. Indeed I told them our agenda of 
demands, requests, and suggestions Is almost completed. We hove 
got the prtvQege of letter writing and letter receiving Books come 
and ga Clothing arrives, kntck knacks and gew gaw^ rugs rajals, 
waist coats and coats, dhotles and shirts, left-outs and forgottens 
hold alls and overalls, spects and honey bottles we have received all, 
— our newspapers too The Bombap ChrenieU and the Tfmes of 
Jmfio, the Hindu and the AndAm Patrika the Leader and the 
Tribune and last, the Statesman and the Amrita Bazaar PctrUca, 

Tbe Radio Again 

There ia one Item left and that Is tbe radio No doubt once our 
request for It^ias been turned down, but with a burdbucracy there Is 
nothing like final Even CJL’s request lor permission to see Oandhljl 
has not been finally ttxmed dovAi. In his Int er v i e w with the British 
Press— which was^ exclusively published in the Hlndn, we are told 
by C R., *301 for the fact that the Vlc^pjy told me that this decision 
(refusing permlsslan) is not final, I should have eafled It a fatal 
blunder ” So there Is no reason why the decision regarding Mflulana'a 
radio ehonld not ^be- revised by a lesser body— the Bombay Oovem- 
mentl So r drew the > CoUector'r attention Co this pfint and, added 
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‘The war situation too ha,s changed’. And this was clutched at by 
the Major and it was agreed tl^t the Collector and DJJtlO should 
enter a note in the visitors’ book— twhich the Major communicates to 
Government 

c « 

Dry Climate (16— ll—’42) 

The cold season has set in both in Stalingrad and in the Ahmed- 
nagar Fort The skin simply ‘splits ’ The atmosphere is dry and the 
climate bracing but the skin demands oil and more oil especlally^for 
coast dwellers like myself and Ghosh Even the denizen of ^alni 
Tal requires it There is not a drop of dew on the dried up golden 
grass 


Wmter Garden 

The Winter garden is progressing Area after ?j:ea is being dug 
up, and refilled with good earth mixed with ’Khad’ (animal manure). 
Some of the little plants sent by the Collector have flowered within 
5 to 10 days of transplantation, — one of which is a miniature sun- 
flower and the other bearing beautiful red and pink flowers The 
seeds from Pochas have begun to sprout and are the source of un- 
mixed joy— the Petunias, Larkspurs, Phllox Drummonds, some of them 
however, in the pots have not sprung up Are they dead? Asaf is 
the nurse Jawaharlal is the President of the Planning Committee 
and also the digger and delver The whole onus of preparing the 
flowerbed is taken on himself Vallabhbhal gives his expert’s atten- 
tion to the plants that have sprung up The rose plants are putting 
on fresh leaves in one or two pots but one or two arc dead 

Spnghtly Evenings (17 — 11 — ’42) 

The evenings are on the whole sprightly There is the volley 
ball going on for the sepoys (Warders — in Madras and UP ) They 
being too few — in fact at times only two or even one, have slowly 
absorbed the con\ict warder and the common prisoners who have all 
been coached and directed by Jawaharlal on two or three evenings 
so that they are now able to play the game without letting the ball 
stray outside, away m the sprouting garden, the cool verandah and 
the warm kitchens The Badminton goes on well — though there are 
but SIX players^and four of them have had sprains Shankerrao, left 
handed, has thus become right handed and amphidexterous, Jawa- 
harlal occasionally plays with his left hand as nearly well as he does 
With the nght, Asaf supports his right elbow with his left palm and 
plays the game very well ]^ipalani has almost recovered from his 
pain in the right arm and is playing well, though he uses Jiinimcntum 
Terebenthenae to control the residual pain Pantji’s play is a marvel 
for a man who Is 6 feet 2 mches tall and 208 lbs in weight but who is 
agile (^d is agitively able to rotate round his own vertical axis. ^His 
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rtrokta ere powerfnl* his iciTlce Uko Kripalanl'i, Is cross bat tenrlco 
— somewhat dlfflcult to take but hlj cuts* ore exquUito. The spec 
totors are {here of course There>ts generalty a self-chosen umpire 
whose Tcrdlct Is glren onljr when sought and then too cot accepted 
as binding Ohosh when he Is not playing it the usual sclf-choscn 
umpire. The duties are all voluntarily p^ormed and with no special 
object beyond that they are the necessary complement of tho game 
As a player Ohosh U steady and strong but he wants to grow and 
we ^ wl^ be grew 2 or 3 Inches in height* as he Is only 5 feet 1 Inch 
Just now The athletic field* the garden and the club premises being 
aQ toe same, as we return from evening ten which commences at 
4 pm the choirs are arranged In a line but Jawahor has introduced 
the diagonal art and the choirs face one another with a central 
table on which are placed all the day's fresh arrivals In the Journal 
IsUc world. This has made It easy lor each member to find the one 
he wants. Jawahar Is all the while digging and delving seeving and 
stocking weeding and watering while Vallabhbbni docs his 3 mUe 
walk with unfailing regularity Only Mehtob has cume to beat him 
though he bos his own moo^— tall well built, brought up in opu 
lence with the enjoyment of early honours In the membership of the 
Behar LegUlatuUve Assembly Presidentship of the Utkal Provincial 
Cengress Ccmmlctee and membership of the W C In 1933 39 he 
carries his frame with becoming dlg^ty as well as grace. Be has 
duleUy dropped from the Badminton Court where be was ploying 
very well <bJLs height Is In hls favour) but somehow In service the 
shuttle-cock would not obey the bat. He got tired of learning service 
and more than that, of being tau^t, let alone by players who have 
the right and quallflcatlcms to do so but by non players as well 
like myself who sit comfortably In the chair don't cart to loco the 
brunt of battle, and albeit give advice free of fee to amateurs 

fiUratbon Races (13— 

walSsa bavt hwaghV to Jowthart wirA tSve ISaiathoT. 
races in walking which preceded the Olympian races In one of 
them— a twenty five mile race an Italian— short of stature well 
nigh did the whole walk and In the last 500 yards began to Ump and 
almost crumpled Into a mass He did even this well enough but when 
he was faltering at a distance of 60 yards, one of the sp^ta^^rs helped 
him to stand and hls name was sentebed forthwith. It was a pity 
perhaps bo was not responsible— ^et be had to pay the penalty So 
a German came first and Queen Alexandria marked public appre- 
ciation by giving the Italian a consolatym prixe. 

• * 

'Bridge’— Its Origin (16— U— 43 Ekadasi) 

Tonight I have taken a band in the Brlt^e Of comae I know 
the*tbeory of the game as well as its origin. I thought this should 
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help me to play well but It did not In the South African^’ War of 
1903, four soldieis were told off fo watch a bridge agains/; the enemy 
mvasion They had to keep awalce the whole night Go tney con- ' 
trived this new form of cards-play in which one player lays bare his 
cards and is free to watch the enemy while three are engrossed 'in l^he 
game And this dummyship goes by turns so that no one need oom- 
plam that he is put out of action (play) Straightway I called two 
'noes’ — ^ie, two no trumps against one noes of my partner followed 
by two spades of my neighbour to the right And I hurried up, the 
other .players saying, ‘we have no time to lose Don’t be too intelli- 
gent please’ This provoked a story from Jawaharlal to whom I forth- 
with handed over charge as my interest cannot go beyona one game 
and my knowledge beyond an indisputable distinction of colours 
I have yet to learn tbe valuation of tricks, honours, fulfilment of con- 
tracts, little slam and grand slam 

A Chmese Story (19— 

Jawahar gave a Chinese story in which one poet v’arned the boys 
not to be too intelligent or too painstaking, ‘And if you observe this 
dictum you will end your life as a Minister of State ’ I at once in- 
quired whether any had double promotions in their school days More 
than one had more than one *Ah that is the reason why you are all 
here, else you should have been ministers all!’ I said In the end I 
had a suggestion to make Every noon and night the note book 
was gettmg crowded with entries of marks, games and rubbers, but 
who knows what the marker was entering The whole thing required 
auditmg by an independent, non-playing auditor The post was un- 
expecitedly offered to me, but I said that as the marks did not indi- 
cate anythmg beyond incentives to momentary depression or 
excitement, Vhey had better be left where they were This leminds 
me of a happening in my landlady's house, when I was in the Inter- 
mediate (in those days, they called it the FJi , — ^Pirst in Arts) classes 
and that was in 1896-97 

“Bnng- The Marks” (19— II— ’42) 

The landlady — a somewhat, rustic elderly woman used to be told 
by her young son that he had so many marks in Arithmetic and so 
many in Telugu and so on One day she took hold of the tuft of 
her son and gave him a severe beating with a broom, because every- 
day he was saymg he got so many marks and on not k single occasion 
did he brmg &em home, despite repeated instructions to that effect' 

Ekadasi 

Writing on ‘Ekadasi’ I must say that today is considered a parti- 
cularly sacked one for Maharashtra and UP It is called 
‘Devotthana Ekadasi’ on which they worship the Devas who 
are awake We are usually reminded ^of this TitM (day of the 
fortnight)® b 3 t, the prisoners, two of whom have obseryed upavas and 
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amcmirst lu Dr Syed Uahamtid Is the onjv TJrahinln that has ob« 
serred it. He does obsem It fortnl^t otter fortnight under medical 
, adrlce ^Aifoorer durintr the ^;nzan he fell Ul towards the end 
and according to the *0110010 any break In the Tloza on account 
of IraTcl or Illness must be compensated for observing later 3 dayr 
•Aqia for every day disturbed or by feeding seven Taklrs* Of course 
they must be true fakirs — not men like us having four meals a day 
and they not sparlng—ond sometimes on extra midnight meat A 
true fakir* has been described not merely os a *Kambllpoih nor one 
who is a *Mahata] nor even one who counts the thosha (beads) but 
onc’wbo observes <fa) Takha (fast) (k) TOilnnat (contentment) 
and R (Rcyarel) Tapas. 

We have just passed another day the ‘^hashlhl after Deepavall 
It is called the Chhath (fihashthl) festival Uj Behar or the 'Dala 
Chhath in UJ* when Data (or presents of Doha) are given to the 
Son Qod Apparently in the Arctic home of the Vedas, the sun was 
for long to dUappeor hence the parting or forcuell worship which 
lacks propriety In the Afyavarta where of course the tim rises a 
few hours after each sunset, not some months after as In the North 
Pole 

Here Is an IntcrcsUrtg account of the f(^8thrtll taken from the 
Amriia Beuaor Patrika dated lft-U-42. 

Chhat (tl— 11—43) 

“Bihar institutions Including Oovcmmcnl concerrxs remained 
closed today in cAwerrance of "Chhaf* ceremony Throughout 
the province this religious festival Is held ulth strict austerity 
and solemnity I will lust try to give on Idea about the cere 
mony with which many of other provinces are not acfiualntcd. 
This festival is mostly concerned with the womcnfr^lk and child 
ren of Hindu homes The celebration is open to the rank and 
file and everyone who wishes may take to the worship. The 
worship is made to crave blessings and favours from the Sun 
God- With the approach of winter In the month of *TCartlk" 
on the sixth day following the Decparall one watches the river 
side and the bonks of the Ganges crowded with men women 
and children. From noontime processions of womenfolk, ac 
companled with drummers and musicians parade through the 
street and converge to the river side The iplaih'of crlsom, red 
hot glow 2)f the setting i\m is watched by the crowd. Before 
the sun had set In, those v'oSien who observed nil the rituals and 
formalities of fasting and preparation of “Arghos* to the Bun- 
God would be seen In wol^decp water with their folded hands 
uttering "mantras” invoking Sun's tavours. Just the eve creeps 
in the gradual gloom drapes the earth, the musicians play a 
desolate and bemoaning tune and the pilgrims go bock homes 
reciting songs eulogising the Mighty siii and playing f^ his 
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^ favours on the distresised world The observers of the ceremony 
take to strict fasting dnd without touching a drop of water and 
a gram of corn, they pass tluft night in prayers Npxt morning < 
, ithe sun rises with ail its rich splendour in the east and the 
riverside vibrate with the mantras and songs from thousands 
of people, who perform the rituals and for the second and la^t 
) tune After a full wash, most of the crowd letum home where 
Inmates enjoy the occasion in a festive mood In new clothes 
t they are dressed and they get the season’s best dehcacies One 
would feel astounded if he happens to vatch the fruits hnd 
vegetable market on this particular day From one end to* the 
other, all possible fruits, vegetables and sweets are kept to net 
m customers who indulge in for the day’s biggest purchases 
Those go to serve both the God and humanity ’There are other 
, aspects behind tiie observance Some say that this early bath 
, / with the rising sun induces every human being to accept the 

best hygienic habit There are besides mythological stories as 
well which support even to-day’s justification to maintain this 
annual celebration ” 

Unchained 

One good thmg that has happened in connection with the recent 
(11th November) visit of the I G of Prisoners is that the chains 
put on on the legs of the long-term prisoners, have with his permis- 
sion, been removed much to the relief of the prisoners themselves, 
but more than that to our ov/n relief 

Nova Puppjs , 

The new star that seems to have been sighted by an ameteur 
ODserver m North Wales, has excited some attention in the Ahmcd- 
nagar Fort ^nich has been made keener by a note in the Times of 
India dated 18th November by Dr H J Taylor of the Wilson 
College, Bombay His diagram and description have helped 'us in 
the discovery of the star in an unmistakable and ready fashion 
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The* SlrlOB I 4 the brightest star in tb& heavens and next to It, 
the CanoiU; the line Joining the .two must be regarded as the 
hTpotenuse af a right angled triangle and you have only to iirat 
the corner of the right angle to locate the new star 

1110 new star is really an old star whld^ has suddenly become 
bright hundred thousand fold and will, it is said soon lose its 
brightness and lapse bach into that dimness and invisibility to 
naked eye. Its distance Is located at 1000 light years. 

(ICK^ X S66 X 24 X 60 S 107000) miles 

* Heroes and Martyrs (10 — 11 — 42) 

This morning there was an enquiry why PmfuUa Bobu and 
myself were cackling at 3-30 the hour at which the Maulana re 
gx^Iy rises. Ihe fact was we woke up and had a chat over the 
Nova Puppls. 

News comes today that Dohyabhal VoUabhbhfii Patel has been 
arrested. He Is Eardu's only sou while his only daughter Maniben 
was arrested with him on August 0th. It must have been a soarco 
of Immense Joy to the Father that the son has been foregatbered 
to the large numbers of patriots now In jail. Why he bos been so 
taken is perhaps beyond the knowledge of the person arrested. And 
with his name is coupled the name of J 0 Kumarappa— both of 
whom have been recently very U1 Well, that Is the order of the 
day Jawsharis daughter and son In law a sister and her daughter 
and husband and another sister's husband are all arrested To 
think of the families which have contributed the nailotis heroes 
and heroines, Is indeed gratifying. Ambalols four daughters are In 
prison, while their brother the first bom son of the family succumb- 
ed to a dire disease. R. M. Munahla two daughters arc there In 
JalL Dr Khan Sohebs daughter Miss BusUa Pal of 'Rajkot who 
had resigned her bcadmlstrcssiblp of a girls school on Ra. 250 per 
mensem, and has Joined her friends of Bombay Shree Gadgll's dau^- 
ter Bhankerrao's nephew and niece ore In the prison whBo Asaf 
All's wife is ‘wanted and Krtpolanl^ nuy^ perhaps bo any day 
arrested (since detained) Protalln Babu a sister Jamuna Qhos 
Karendra Dev s son Asokanath Varma are there too Amritalal 
Beth's three daughters are likewise there 

Bhsgavad Gita (20—11—42) * 

The modem Hindu, t h e an^llclied. University product. Is not 
on the whole doee not at any rate emerge from his abna mater 
as, an orthodox Hindu. Not that be does not submit to certain cere- 
monies and rites, certain formulae and formalities at home but 
that he knows little about their slghlflcanee and less about the back- 
ground However after the new cult of Sa^agraha based upon 
non violence and Truth which are not merelv Isolated beliefs but 
constitute the warp and wpof of a whole philosophy hy no means 
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new to the EQndu mind/ there is at least an intellectual probing 
mto the depths of such philosophy and whatever may b& one’s atti- 
tude and attention to these poinfe while out in field (i^ork, in the 
jail yard a certain me^ure of mtrospectioh and study of the tenets 
and prmciples of the faith which has brought us here, becomes an 
inevitable feature of jail life It may be said that here as elsewhere, 
and now as ever before, there are more copies of the Bhagavad Gita, 
with us unless they are exceeded by those of the Upanishads, than, 
of any other single book and adequate attention is given to« its 
study And in evenmg talks, Shankara and Buddha not seldom JPgure 
as subjects of earnest study or light discussion Is Shankara a Pra- 
chchanna Bauddha? That he was taken by the Buddhists as the 
enemy of Buddhism, while the Vaidiks took him for a “prachchanna 
Bauddha, only reminds you of how Gandhi is taken by the Muslims 
as their avowed opponent, while the Hindus condemn his cosmo- 
politan outlook and catholic sympathies In this connection, a dis- 
cussion of Tantraism, — especially in relation to its ‘vama marga’, 
the drmking of wme by its votaries. Justice Sir John Woodroffe’s 
bulky volumes on the Tantric lore, are familiar subjects of talk 

The big skull of Sikldm (22 — 11 — 'iZ) 

PrafuUa Babu narrates the story of how he went to Gangtok 
m 1938 or 1939, the capital city of Sikkim, situated 32 miles' apart 
from each other There he went to a Buddhist temple and came 
across a human skull — rather of a big size, in one of the rooms 
and asked the Panda or Priest who was his guide what it meant 
Thereupon he asked the counter question, “Do you know Gandhi’” 
‘Yes’ was the ready answer “Then, that personage is the only one 
m the world^who is fit to take his food m the skull and if ever he 
came here, that should be done ” This very amusmg stor 3 ' was of 
course duly narrated by PrafuUa Babu to Gandhi 

Labour and the Empire (24 — 11 — ’42) 

A picture of Amery-ChurchiU, the Indian members of the War 
Cabmet and Lord Craribome foreign Under Secretary, appears m 
the papers I have thought that Amery and ChurchUl looked alike 
though the latter’s features are coarse while the former appears 
more cheerful^ Anyway, they aU make a happy tno As if to add 
to their happiness, news comes today in advance of the papers that 
Sir Stafford Cripps has been ‘kiclj^d’ out of the War Cabinet, his 
place being taken by Eden as Leader of the House, and himself 
going out as the Munster for air production Herbert Moirlson the 
Home Secreliary, has gone mto the War Board, Eden and Morrison 
must be rivals for the future preruiership, representing Conservative 
and Labour schools Morrison is considered a brilliant chap, but 
his recent speech on (India, ‘TeU me where in the world can you 
come across ""a better offer than this of Cripps, has the air bf a 
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pertain condescension— partlcolorly as coming from a Labour man. 
We can rayleratand Eden talking- repeatedly of recorerlng the colo- 
nies for thc> Empire and CharcMU proclaiming his resolve to ‘bold 
what we have. But Labour In truth la more Imperialistic than 
XJbertl or Consenrative — for obvious reasons for England's high 
stapdard of living for Inbour win disappear the moment India dls 
appears from the Empire 
FATHERS tc SONS 

« John Amery (2}— 11 — 42) 

Speaking of Amery It must be distressing to poor Leopold that 
his son, John should be broadcasting from Berlin. He was previously 
in unoccupied Franco and went, wo are told to Berlin of his own 
free will. Of course it must be so for Leopold could not have sent 
htm there. In Berlin ho must be a good companion to F G Wood 
house the novelist and Mr WHUam Joyce — the Lord Haw Haw We 
beard both of them last year on the radio but this year no chances 
exist for hearing them or their new companion, John Amery 
Orlppi beheaded! (24 — U — 42) 

The letters between Churchill and Crlpps do not make happy 
reading. There most be a tale hanging about them. The removal 
—for such It Is, — of the Trlpple Crown of Oripps from bis bead,— 
appears to be an act of vlndlcUvcness. What may be the Immediate 
cause? Crlpps foreswore himself for the sake of Churchill, taking 
an the odium on himself and so relieving Churchill of 11 Did he 
however feel Churchin s Mansion House speech too much for him 
self? Did he as Leader of the House say be would speak out bis 
mind at the ensuing discussion on colonies and India? and there 
fore could it be that Churchill has asked for his bead ;3n a charger 
—with the Triple Crown and consign the body to the Department 
of Air Production? Let us wait and see This is Just what I had 
told Crlpps on 31st March 1&43 at New Delhi— that be could not 
trust to his being in his own place In the CJablnot for over Any day 
you might resign I said, and now the Lord privy Seal Leader of the 
House of Commons and War Cabinet member has become a Do 
partmental Ex e cut ive headi 

Incognito Major (23 — 11—42) 

Today Is t^e 24th November It Is Just three since the 

Major has taken charge. Wo wonder how he Is placed In Govern 
ment accounts. No one it seems, shxrold know where he Is or 
what be Is His appointment Is In Poona, his post Is In Ahmed- 
nagar Fort. The Accountant General apparently does pot recognise 
the Incognito appointment In thi Fort. So the Bills are perhaps 
required to be drawn in Poona and who Is to pay the travelUj^ 
charges from Ahmednagor Fort to Poona? ^ut why not the Major 
be given a cheque on the Imperial Bank of Poona which may be 
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credited to the Major's account— perhaps in Bombay at a 'cost of 
less than a rupee, at 1 anna p^ cent dscount? But th? trouble is 
that the Accountant General muste-not be Tcnoxoing what*-the Bombay 

Government have done 

0 «. 

The Dentist 

C 

Another amusing incident relates to the visit of the Military 
Dentist After much ado, with the Intervention of the Bombay Gov- 
ernment, the Government of India and the Mlitary hierarchy from 
top to Ahmednagar Port, the Military Dentist has been pemiil;ted 

to visit the Fort in order to take the dental plate of one oi us 

But unagine the caution administered to him that though asked 
by the Dentist, he should not divulge his name Obviously, the 
supermtendent has some very delicate tasks to perform The Dentist 
has made a pilgrimage to our rooms to see the charka at work How 
phenomenal is our ignorance of elementary things not relating to 
our own profession or occupation* The Lawyer does not know the 
elements of popular medicine which the old woman of the family 
IS well up m The doctor does not know the elements of Law which 

the village Kaniam and the village tout is almost a master of 

Neither knows how to loosen a screw or to open a lid They tighten 
the tlimgs all the more by turning it from left to right Only the 
Indian Goldsmith loosens a screw by turning to the right Like- 
wise our Dentists and Medical men and Military officers know so 
little about the spinmng of cotton into yarn, the weaving of yam 
into cloth Spinning is a weird, mystic and superstitious waste of 
time until they see the yarn Yarn is a meaningless thread to them 
until they see the cloth woven out of it Of warp and woof, of tex- 
ture and bordeis, they know so little The spinning wheel whether 
m the jail or the running training, is an instrument to conjure with ’ 

Business as usual (27 — 11 — ^*42) 

The Governor, we learn from the Press on the 27th, has arrived 
in Ahmednagar but he has spared ‘us’ his visit He has made a 
particularly impressive speech on the Civil Disobedience Movement, 
its repercussions on Law and Order It was not quite necessary 
to have travelled over to Ahmednagar in order to draw our atten- 
tion to his spqech He could have given a broadcast from Bombay 
However, there is ‘business as usual’ which takes the Governor to 
different places under Section 93 Government of India Act, 1935 

Scuttled (28— 11— ’A2) . * 

Today cqmes the news of the scuttling of the French fleet m 
Toulon Harbour so as not to mafee it accessible to Gerfnany The 
people of the Empires are bled white and armies and navies arb 
built and these naviesjare sent to the bottom of the sea sometimes 
with ‘the officfers as in Toulon now and at Scapaflow in 1918 
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Goib I Kas^lhan arrst Rox 

We don't see 1021117 cats hereabouts I bellere In the last 3^ 
* iribnths a cdt came only twice but we frightened it out on the very 
first day— Garb 1 Kuthihan amal Roz Is^ the Persian pr over b 
which means *The cat Is to be done away with the very first day” 
It has a nice story at iU bach. There was a shrew who frightened 
every suitor that sought to marry her One person at last offered 
to marry and before she had any opportunity of ihowlns her shrew's 
qualities, he had occasion to frighten her himself first. It happen- 
ed tb^t he received a report from a servant on the arrival at his 
honse with the bridal party that a big cat came to the bonsc. He 
forthwith drew his sword from the scabbard and beheaded the 
beast. This gave such a fright to the bride that the became docile 
forthwith. 

The Americans and CbnrthUTt portrait 

Here Is another very Interesting story relating to Cuttack. When 
the Japanese fieet visited the east coast of India in April last (1042) 
TtW Americans happened to land In Cuttack and when they went 
about the Bazaars of the town, they happened to see the portrait 
of Ohurehni with a text taken from of his speeches. The Ame- 
ricans simply took the photoes and dashed them to the ground 

Some of them were full of curses for the English. They cursed the 

food they got and tore to pieces the dresses they were given. All 

this may not mean much. They were shipwreck^ and must have 

been like the common human beings that they were cursing the 
fate that entangled them in this war and Churchill who was its 
embodiment on earth They were aD sent to Calcutta 
The Calendar (£9 — ll 42) 

One easily loses sight of dates and days in a vacation and we 
found ooirselves in such a state So I have Improvised a calendar 
portly with the aid of 501 washing soaps cardboard box and the 
figure It has heen well received by the Major as being helpful 
but Its uncouthneas also has been commented upon To do a thing 
HI Is to Induce Its being done welL But bow few strive to Improve 
things which are rudlmentaryl By a strange chance I happened 
to look into the rejected rubbish of packing material of a parcel 
for Asal All aiyl found In It the calendar sheet for December 42 
The Garden A|aln (SO — U — 42) 

Day by day the garden Is Improving imder the sole labonrs of 
JawaharlaL Others are honorary supervisors without authority 
onlookers In the evenings One of them at least watertd the plants 
nnder InstilicUons another removid the weeds. The ‘morning glor 3 r' 
has begun to put forth flowers pink and pale pink, white and violet, 
blue and reddish How ardently we look foj\ these flowers look at 
theAi and look after them. The lawn about the Jailor's and the 
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Supeiintendent’i, office, had also been done up In a jlffey, the 
jungal has become mangal Bu/' the Superintendent thought that 
two square patches duly done uff on eithei side of the pathwaV 
from lus office to the gat« aie unnecessary and we found one of 
them -removed by the morning unceremoniously They were how- 
ever of official origin 

Radio 

The ‘Radio’ has once again been turned down by Government 

Sixty-two 5 cars (30 — 11 — ’42) t 

Today, I pass my G2nd year (63rd Birthday) No one here knows 
about it but on the morrow I happened to mention It to a few and 
was taken to task for not mentioning it in time Dhoties with fine 
silk and lace borders- are much resented by fi lends here One of 
them says only women wear such cloths in Bengal In Maharashtra, 
of the old world type, however, the borders are bigger and c\cn 
gaudy 

Hospiiahtj by the measure 

Lunch provides the occasion foi conversation on a variety of 
topics and brings out at times the imaginative oowcis of the story- 
teller Story-telling is an art One may write a short story but 
may not be able to tell it m a realistic fashicn E^'cn If one has 
concocted a ston' he cannot tell It, for he must almost act the parts 
m it m order to make it really ‘telling’ Last night at dinner we 
had a spate of them One member was narrating how a certain 
friend of his was very hospitable and the moment h guest came, 
the ‘raunim’ of the host was ready before him with a pencil and a 
note book in ^ which he would jot down liow much rice and gchu 
(wheat), he would want, how much dhoU and how much snk and milk 
and so on If the guest can’t answer properly, an approximate answer 
is sought and put down on paper Most of us do not know the bazai 
measure of what we eat or drink Our control is in our stomachs, 
on our tongues and pala^-es and when suddenly we are called upon 
to reckon our needs in pounds, ounces, drachams and minims, the 
job will be found to be too much for us Still approximate esti- 
mates had to be given and the muniirt used to prepare according 
to the scale got ready and would insist on the guest finishing oil 
his quantum — else it would go to waste which should" not be The 
mumm was so meticulous about hie duties that if he missed his 
pencil, he would wire for one and replace forthwith the lost one 

c Half-ticket^or full’ (1— 1»-’42) 

Story-telling is not only an art*^ but also an mfectiou^ art One 
story provokes another The story next told was that of a Brahmo 
Principal of a college v^o was scrupulous to a degree He was once 
travelling witlf his daughter who attained her 13th year at m'id- 
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night during the traTel "What should he do? He had taken only 
a half ticket for her It should be changed Into a full ticket for the 
of the ibumey and he was between two stations and the train 
was rpnning. He could not find the Travelling Ticket Inspector 
(T.TX) so he pulled the chain and presented his case But surely 
the Railway people stood to gain better by a line of Rs. 60 for lm> 
proper use of the chain, than the extra half rate for the unfinished 
loumey of the chhd who became a Railway soyanf at midnight. 

^ llmbrelU tool 12) 

The friend was In the habit of weighing bis luggage In his 
travels — surely a commendable idea,-— but he would Insist on his 
umbrella being weighed tool We know that a camp-cot has to be 
weighed according to Railway rules though Including It, your lug 
gage is within permissible limits. But the umbrella affair U a novel 
Idea. This good Brnhmo friend la a truth speaker and so when a 
friend asked bin on the roadside which was the way to the dnema, be 
paused a while and said T kzKTW the way but I wUl not tell you for 
going to cinema hurt his conscience and he would not be a party 
to helping another go thltherl Verily there Is scrupuloiisness and 
scrupulosity even as there is purity and purltanlsm, or sentiment 
and sentbnentaJlty 

The Deaf man's blesslnrs (S— 12 — 42) 

Stories at the Dinner table continue to come In profusion. And the 
Maulana ban an abundant stock of them and what Is more the 
knack of narrating them with vlvldlty and suitably to the context 
of the conv er sation. Here Is one 

A certain merchant fell 111 and be had a deaf friend who wont 
ed to call on him for BemarpttrtL On hU way ho thought out 
certain questions and the merchants answers thereto and bis own 
replies. ''How are you?" Merchant would say "better" and I shall 
comfort him saying 'very well Second "What diet are you taking?” 
He would say “Rice and milk" and I would say “may It do you much 
service." Third “Pray who Is your doctor" He would name one and 
I wotild wind up saying “May Ood prosper his hands In the accom 
plishment of his work." 

Having reached the house the friend after the cultomaiy greet- 
ings and having t«>cpn a seat, questioned 
Q (1) How are you? 

A- "Don’t you see I am dying with fever?" Rejoinder ‘very wbD" 
Q. (U) iWhat Is your diet? 

A. Khun and KhaJc (Blood and ashes) was the ready reply 
of the man who got already peerlah with the first biasing 
Tiilay they do you much go^ was the second fclesslng. 
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Q (iii) 'Who IS your Doctor’’ 

A Boiling -with indignation,' ^\c cried ‘His Worship, 'Dr Death 

Then the deaf mar(( blessed him saying “I give you Joy, h? is a 

most effective practitioner and may the Lord speed his prescriptions}’ 

< 

Barber’s English 

Yet another story is told of a Zemindar and his barber I’hc 
former did not knov/ English while the latter knew three expres- 
sions — “Yes Sir” “No Sir” and "Very well Sir ” A certain day an 
Englishman — a civilian, happened to go to the place and camped 
there tymg up the Horse to the stake But the animal escaped So 
the civilian saw the Zamindar and began to speak to him in English 
Not knowing Englisl\ the latter sent for his barber The civilian 
asked the Barber 

"Do you know where my horse is’” “Yes, sir " 

“Will you tell me where it Is?” “No, sir ” 

“I shall horsewhip you now ” “Very well, sir ” 

This reminded me of a story though I did not narrate It at the 
table, that my friend A Kaleswara Row told me of Frederick the 
Great who happened to have three English soldiers In his array 
It was the habit of the officers to ask during Inspections three ques- 
tions,--“t\Tiat is your age?” “What is your service’” and “Do you 
get your food and clothing regularly?”, and the soldiers were trained 
to give the answeis right enough, say, as follows 

“What is your age?” “I am thirty” 

“What is your service?” "Three years ” 

“Do you get your food and clothing regulaily?” “Yes both re- 
gularly ” ‘ 

Frederick the Great went on inspection one day and asked the 
English soldiers the three usual questions, but the first two in the 
leverse order 

“What IS your serviqe?” “30 years” 

“What IS your age?” “3 years” 

‘Are you a fool or am I a fool’” “Both regularly ” 

Bhansah (4 — 12 — ’42) 

The English Press somehow did not give the neWs of Bhansah 
havmg tied up his lips in order to obsei ve silence and avoid speak- 
mg inadevertently The “Andhra Patrika” has given it (1st week of 
December), Possibly the readers may remember that Bhansah was 
the friend who had gone td DelhJ to meet Mr Anney in order to 
interest him in the atrocities that took place at Chin'iur m CP 
(where the soldiers are alleged to have perpetrated certain outrage- 
struggle that ensued one Tahasildar and anotlier 
officer were killed, and where the judge sentenced 19 accusevJ to 
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hanglnfi and twenty four to troneporlatlbn for life) The mult 
wai that be was ordered to leave Pclhi within 3 hour* and for not 
cdmplylnt: v?lth the orden hli nnlst was ordered He was arrested 
and taken down to Wordha But he rcpalrejl to Chimur the ecenc 
ot the events and bet:an a fast The ^llce arrested him and left 
him once a^aln at Sevaeram Then after 13 days of fast he waited 
up SO miles to Chimur In &4 hours and was rcarmted and was left 
once apaln at Scvaitram Then he started oirnln and after walWoR 
up 4S mUea, was arrested for the fourth time and restored to Seva 
pram Now the nesrs comes of his vow of silence till Swara] is ob 
talned The public must be deeply Interested In the antecedents 
of this marreUous personality Bhnnsall is a Qularatl and In IITO 
left cohepc and joined the fiabarmau Ashram He became a Profes 
sor In the Gujarat \Mdya Peeth, After a time he went on a forty 
day fast and nl Its end became ravenousb hunpry and betran to cat 
volumes of food. Later he undertook another fast and on the Stlh 
day become delirious. Oandhljl while polnc out to some place 
committed the cose to Vallabhbhals care So the Civil Surgeon was 
sent for and Bhansall came round Later he left the ashram for 
some years and dating his travels he vowed silence and tied up his 
Ups by means of a roetaUlc ring passing ihrouRh a hole In each of 
them. And for food he took ofa tflour) mixed in water and sucked 
It through a straw tube such as the ones now employed for sucking 
aerated water*. He returned to the Sevapram Ashram with only a 
Kovpinam and with a thick rope for Kammarka dori (round his 
waist) He continued his silence and his regimen of food, but after 
a time was persuaded to speak, but speak he did only to Oandhljl 
Gradually he widened the range of his auditor* os well as the mea 
sure of his dleteroy being able to take some 8 to 10 pints of iklm 
raed mlTk and twenty chupofAls and he spent hi* time at Sevnpram 
teaching children and spinning yam 

No Gramophone without application 

Suchetha (Mrs. Krlpalanl) has asked Oovemment to send us a 
gramophone given by her Oovemment however said that they 
would consider the matter If an application for one emanated from 
the detenus here None however has been so for sent these fifteen 
days- • 

Flower* in plenty (12 — IS — (•) 

The jjflrden la a real garden. It Is all green and gold The 
seeds have sprouted, the plants have grown. At least 40 buckets 
of water arc needed dolly to water them^ They are oU iahowered by 
two tin Doftcr spray*. The evenings ore busy The prisoners bring 
the water from the taps at a distance of 30 srards, (overage) reads 
and parks have been laid out That only means the edges of the 
Unci of the avenues are trimmed One grand Trunk Itood Is hiadc 
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connecting the official block with the parallel unofficial blocfic Only 
boards have to be put up, “Tliif way to the Reading Rpom.” The 
flowers of the garden have come up in all their glory of aroma ahd 
colour Tlie morning glory has given a homely look to this deserted 
area and invested it with a liadiant atmosphere— the carnktiops 
and the cahopses, the petunias and pinks, the asters and sah'las . 

Burglary (19 — 12 — 42) 

It is wellnigh a fortnight since a daylight burglary took p/acc 
between 9 and 10 am in the Major’s bungalow A sepoy is tol^ off 
as a watchman and he lives with his wife on the premises He was 
just away for 10’ or 15’ to get a sweeper and in that short Intcnal 
a theft took place of a silver backed hair bnish, the boot trees, and 
a shaving brush The first was a wedding present, they were the 
only things that survived the loss to the Japs of a host of articles 
in Saigon and the Andamans where he had been serving It is un- 
fortunate that all these should have been lost The sepoy knew of 
the loss but would not tell the Major till in the evening, he, after 
a crop, wanted to brush his hair and found not his wedding gift 
Then it was, that the sepoy told him that ho had discovered the loss 
of this and the other articles at 10 am but could not tell him 
When the Police w'cre informed at 4-30 p m , they said that a scries 
of such burglaries took place that morning Apparcntlj, a partj 
was busy in the matter At the end of a fortnight, no trace of the 
theft IS found 

The real trouble seems to be that Mrs Sandek vould naturally 
be upset by the news of the ill-luck dogging them all along It is 
better to apprise her of the news than to allow her to discover the 
loss If the ]V[ajor should be going to Bombay in Christmas 

Two Nations 

News came through the Press that CR has declared his con- 
viction that the Hindus and the Moslems are two nations Are 
they^> Apparently C R , has swallowed the bait, hook and string 
But the Viceroy’s speech before the Associated Chamber of Com- 
merce on the 18th speaks of the ‘geographical unity of India ’ What 
a pity the Viceroy and CH should be playing at cross purposes! 

< 

Chandrainathi or Saivya? t 

Casually we happened to talk nbout Harlschandra and his wife 
who is known to North and West India and Bengal not as Chandra- 
matlii as we m Andhra call her, but as Saivya How does this dif- 
ference arisef? < 

« I 

Seasons 

Another tiny little j, difference appeared when we began to speak 
of the 6 rttu9. They in the north have the same seasons but their 
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VasanVlrntu is Phalgun aod Chaithr aiM so on — there being a 
difference of one month all round* The difference Is dne to the 
fdct that tHelr months are Poonttmmrth— not AmovasitanUu 

MlgratloQ of Birds * 

We have been hearing the cooing of the cnchoo these four months 
and odd- Only for a fortnight or twenty days, we hate not heard 
It. Bnt It Is not a fact that the cuckoo Is the bird of the Vatanth- 
ruti.'i I casually remarked that Tery likely this bird Tlslted America 
In ohe jart of the year and returned to India In our spring Per 
haps It would follow up spring whenever end wherever it might be. 
Tlmt provoked a story from a friend (Pantji) that water fowls are 
believed to migrate to Russia (Siberia) every year and return to 
India in their own season and that in executing these migrations 
they take the same route pause at the same monrtZs and arrive 
at their destination at the same time — cor r e c t almost to a day! Pro- 
bably we have all heard of the achievement of the pigeons of Ciol 
cutta brought by train to Madras and when released returning to 
Calcutta,— also of the bloodhounds scenting men and Jackals to 
their hiding place But this about the water fowls simply takes our 
breath away Bow many other migratory birds may there not 
be that answer to this description? 

llie new Comet 

Hie new comet which has been described In the papers (of IWh 
December) does not appear to be capable of being spotted on the 
Ahmednagar skies. We have searched the skies In the neighbour 
hood of Castor and Pollux — our Indian MUShunam bnt not been 
able to find the comet which was timed to appear at 8-42 (GM.TJ 
and 6 hours is to be added thereto according to our old time or six 
hours according to new time 

Geofraphical Unity (Z*— U— 42) 

Why has the Viceroy suddenly broken his long silence? Mosso 
Uni at any rate has said that he broke hie 18 months sUenco because 
be reason to believe that the Italian people would like to hear 
him. Is there any indication that the people of Iifdla wanted to 
hear Lord Linlithgow? However the annual function before the 
Associated CJhambers of Commerce demanded a speech — a weighty 
ixronouncment on current poUUcs, economics currency coinage 
commerce and industries. What is hls»purpose in emphasising the 
point of geographical unity havli^ aU along connived at the Pakl- 
sthan agitation, though slyly enough he had never said a good word 
for it? It is not easy to probe a Scotchman, if it? But OJl. Is ui»et 
by It His reaction is one of “sad amusement.” Periaps he fears 
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that the prospect of an ogreement between the All Party Leaders 
and Mr Jinnah, is intended to ^e torpedoed! Let us wait and sec 

« • ‘ 
Bhaskaracharya 

Some people wonde^ why it is that in India, our ancestoral ren- 
dered all knowledge into books in the form of poetry For expla- 
nation, you have to go to Plato who in discoursing upon Education 
prescribed certain methods as can be seen from the extract ghen 
below from Will Durant's "Story of Philosophy ’’ ^ 

“Music and measure lend grace and health to the soul ar\d to 
the body but again too much music is as dangerous as too much 
athletics To be merely an athlete is to be nearly a savage and to 
be merely a musician is to be melted and softened beyond v/hat Is 
good The two must Joe combined Nor is music to be merely music 
It must be used to provide attractive forms lor the sometimes un- 
appetizing contents of mathematics, history and science There is 
no reason why for the young, these difUcult studies should not be 
smoothed into verse and beautified with song" Thus it v;as that 
in India mathematics and astrology', philosophy and history have 
all been clothed in poetry and made readily mastered by and ac- 
ceptable to the student 

Music 

The gramophone, whatever its defects, presents the artistes of 
a country before you m close succession so as to enable you to 
make a study in contrast of their performances Take the records 
of a Patv/ardhan and a Ranade from Maharashtra v;ith their strato- 
spheric style, a Saigal or a Karim Khan v'ith their pugilistic, a Jyotica 
Ray with hey grapevine or a Sunderam and Srlnivasan with iheir 
labyrinthine styles In the midst of these, v/e listen to a Manohar 
Baive, a Shanta Apte, and a Devika Rani, with rapt attention They 
show no mannerisms or idiosyncrasies on the record 

Music and English Students 

It IS of interest in this connection to enquire whether the Eng- 
Ush student is musically minded and how he compares with the 
students of Germany, Italy and Russia Of these four countries, we 
leam that Russia is most advanced in music and song The folk 
songs are highly popular In Germany music is studied and regi- 
mented like the rest of German attainments The Italian is given 
more to vocal music than instrumental England must be said to 
be on the whole backward but in schools and colleges there are 
group songs sung as a matter of course, as a part of collegiate life 
Each institution has its own songs and orchestral singing is very 
popular In India it is a pity that there is no musical atmosphere 
in scfiools an/1 college;^ No songs peculiar to any institution J?ow 
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can thgre be? There la perhaps conflict hi the breast of the atu 
dents. Ihey won't care for aongi. They wont be enconraged 

sing patijotlc songs. A subjcr^ ’nation has neither politics nor 
group music. 

t 

Calcutta Bombed <£t — 12—42) 

*NewB of Calcntta being bombed on the 2Dth night and the Tice 
toy's arrlTal In Delhi on the 20th both occur in today's papers 

^ Jawmhar^ message to China 

Jawahar's facsimile letter (message) to the Chinese people de- 
Urered to a young Chinese correspondent la publlabed as auch by 
the "Amrlta Barar Patrlka" In Its Issue of 20th November and the 
•Bombay Chronicle" (tn print) on the 26th Idem. It now transpires 
from the columns of “Life" July 28th 1942 that the letter was ^th 
held from China and America and that the Editor first saw It from 
the Issue of the "Amrlta Baxaar PatriJm” of 21rt November 

Namadhari Sikhs 

E^venlng club talk turns upon AffTiishtoma NlrxUhapnShotfirU 
and thus recall the fact that the fire that bums in the oven at 
Fhenl Saheb near Ludhiana In the Longar Kbana of the NamadJutri 
Stkhi — also called the Kuka la as old as 1864 'Ihe Bhal Sobeb 
Invited US at Ludhiana to the place. The Namadharla arc the per 
fectest non-co-operators— now for a hundred years. They don't 
aerve the Government, dont study In English Colleges, don't travel 
by trains, don't wear mill doth much leas foreign. They Imvo an 
along worn handspun handwoven Kbadder they had raised a rebel- 
lion against British rule They were put down They are fond of 
horses and cattle The Bhal Sobeb s two ^ns came cm horseback 
riding two mighty horses to welcome us at the precincts of their 
TlOage — which Is neat and well laid out. The people at the meet- 
ing were most orderly maintaining plndrop silence They are fond 
of music the young sons were playing upon Teena and Tabla. The 
cows are well fed and two cjt three of them “were giving os much as 
30 seers of milk a day 

Christmas <25 — 12— 42) 

The papers are full of news of Christmas preparaflons In Elng 
land, the servaiftB are fed at a dinner at hotels by the masters and 
served by the guests to whom taey give two-penny tlpe. Yet the 
difference between master and servant la not wiped out whereas 
In Germany It does not exist at olL They all go to Churches. In 
the upcoimtjy as in the cities, the ^jeats m the Churche/ are reserv- 
ed In the pews for the bigger folks and the smaller ones occupy bind 
benches. In Russian Churches they have no seats and one has 
to s^d a couple of hours on endl ^ « 
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Akbar^ a patron of learning: ■ 

The talk of religion led usfto the days of Akbar •w;hose fourth 
centenary celebrations have only" recently been concltded Akbar ' 
was only able to sign l^is name But he was a masterful personality 
and an unrivalled admmistrator His home language and the hopie 
language of his successors up to Shah Alam was Turkish. He ma- 
naged to learn a httle of Arabic To his sons, he gave good educa- 
tion through the Jesuit priests who brought to his court Quran m 
print It IS stiange that Akbar who was deeply Interested in,rae- 
chamcal labour, himself working always with his hands and,- feet, 
did not think of organising printing It was the Pope that got the 
Quran printed in Arabic and Latin for the use of the Jesuit mission- 
aries It is said that Napoleon got his Arabic proclamations printed 
in Italy for distributions in Egypt 

Russian ivheat 

Britain used to get her wheat from Riga once Now Russia, it 
IS said, raises a fourth of the world’s crop of wheat and of that a 
fourth nearly Is produced in Ukraine In Leningrad at a museum, 
there are 30,000 kmds of wheat exhibited 

Darlan assassmated (26 — 12 — ’42) 

The fouith Christmas of the war is ovei But the saddest news 
was that of the assassination of Darlan The way in which it was 
flashed out by Reuter left us sadder still because it is not a great 
virtue to utilise a mans services while alive and condemn him after 
he IS murdered 


^ Extortion 

It is mteresting to learn that the Magistrate that had sentenced 
Jawaharlal m 1922 after his release from prison in the Prince of 
Wales boycott campaign of 1921, was one Mr Knox a collegefellow 
and perhaps a classfellow of his, for picketting which was recast 
into “extortion”! He was given 18 months then 

Mr Knox was the son of an Allahabad High Court Judge— Sir 
George Knox who had been on the Bench for 40 years without a 
day’s hohday, — except that he had to take one day s casual leave 
because he rrfissed a tram connection In those davs there was no 
age limit for High Court Judges in India as m England and Ameiica 
where Judges sat on till 80 or 90 j^ars of age Holmes the American 
Judge sat till he was 92 While Halsbury till 80 The Judges of 
the Privy Council were mostly people who lived up to a ripe old 
— ^with long beards sometimes and bent backs apd downcast 
faces Halsbury once decided to give up service and told the bar 
that he would not return to the Bench after the vacation But right 
enough on the reopening of the court he was there in his place and 
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explabiSd that his wife wanted to be free from him for some time 
In the day .and drove him to the cant. Coming back to Sir George 
Ehcoc of the* Allahabad High Conrt^ It is said that out of the 40 years 
service on the Bench, he slept fOT at least lOiyean during the work 
lug honrs and he used to dismiss the appeal on waking But appa- 
rextUy he never on being ronsed from deep dipped bis Index finger 
Into the Ink bottle as did a Madras Judge Mr Walllce In the early 
years of this century It was about this time that the age limit 
of V was fixed in India. 

* Sense of Humour 

Whether Judge or Magistrate, Lawyer or Doctor the sense of 
humour carries a mnn through life profession as neither Intelll 
gence nor consclentloosnesa could do The Americans have n rich 
humour In them and at parties and gatherlnga are able to laugh loud 
and long and they ask In wonderment why the Englishman does not 
langh. At best, he rmPes. Possibly this characteristic feature Is due 
to the density of the British population in Great Britain os against 
the sparsity of the American population in UBji. The latter has 
plenty of land and has a spacloui country before him which promotes 
vivaciousness while the congestion of Britain compels seriousness and 
devotion to labour leaving little time for a full mouthed laughter 
Oakes 

Long before the Christmas our friends have engaged themselvea 
In Tnftfctng cake which was a marvellous success. ObvloUBly ]aU life 
draws out the latent Resources in prisoners, for they have to get on 
with limited equipment But a Gujarati and an En glish volume on 
cooking kindly supplied to one of ns has doubtless helped In perfect- 
ing the preparations. In Jail too we study the culinary columns of 
the dallies as we never do whUe outside and with the culinary we may 
couple the cards, chess, puzzles, snippets, stellar and short story 

Late Sir Stkander (tJ^lZ—iZ) 

The news of Sir Slfcanderis death Is sincerely regretted by one 
and aQ here After aH he was not bad at heart. He be^d together the 
parties In the Punjab He was not a rabid ccmmunahst. No doubt he 
was rhwng in g in hifl aflUlations b^t be bad to mark time He never 
meant Ql He meant no harm. He would doubtles? have lifted the 
ban on BBiaksars shortly If he had lived. 

He com^ of a Jat family Sir Ghotu flam s father we& the Dewan 
of his grandfather Those family ties have been strengthened In * 
the Punjab Ministry Who wlh succeed Sir ^I kand er ? WHl Noon 
rana away from the Centre to the Province? * 


66 



FEATHERS & STONES 


Snakes '^and Opium (30 — 12 — ’42) 

Reptiles and snakes are a naCival and popular subiect of converi^a- , 
tion in idle hours If anything, ghosts alone may claim to compete 
with them To talk of '^oirds is a mark of culture, but to talk o>f their 
immediate predecessors m evolution — the Reptiles, is nauseatliig 
Anyway, the cobra is an object of worship in India There is a whole 
Naga world by itself in the hill region bordering Burma, as elsewhere, 
e g , at Vidura Aswaddha in Mysore, the Peepal tree traced to the 
tunes of the great samt Vidura, the uncle of the Pandavas and the 
Kauravas, theie are any number of Nagas carved on stone presented 
by worshippers m fulfilment of their vows Siva has a cobra round 
his neck Vishnu is seated on the coils of a serpent Adi Seshu bears 
the weight of the whole universe They m Malabar do not kill cobras, 
which go about their vast compound like the mungoose, or rats m 
the rest of India It is said that opium eaters are immune to cobra 
poison In turn when they don’t get their opium and therefore be- 
come hstless, with pains m legs and arms, they take a bite from a 
nagmi which they rear up for the purpose, on the tongue and the 
poison exhilarates them and gives them the effects of opium in its 
first stage 

Nadia Hospitality 

When men of different provinces are congregated together, the 
talk generally turns on the humorous aspects of (1) the sub-national 
life of each provmce and (2) the castes and sects in which India 
abounds One of us was narratmg the story of his own province re- 
latmg to the District of Nadia where a friend having gone lo the 
Railway station, keeps chatting with his guest who is returning and is 
well ensconced in the carriage And as the engine whistles and steams 
away from the platform, the host-friend holds the hand of his guest 
m the ru m ung tram and says himself running, “Oh* what a nice 
thing it would have been if you could have stayed another day ’’ That 
IS proverbially called Nadia hospitahty What about Andhra, was the 
j somewhat embarrassing question I had to answer next “Oh* m 
Andhra, we mean what we say When a guest conies, we \xdll not 
easily let him go, but detam him as long as possible All the pressure 
exercised is bgfore he is allowed to start from home But theie is a 
busmess class of people, mdeed a caste of whom it is said that when 
they mvite their fellow caste men^-to dinner, if they hold your pahn 
by theirs and say — ^you must come, it means, ‘you may not come’ — 
but that if they hold your elbow with one hand and your plam with 
the other and press the invitation, it means ‘you must come ’ ’’ A 
member of the same caste — a fellow prisoner with us in 1030 — one who 
was religious by (Lsposition and would not touch food m jail imless 
his God also was imprisoned along with him and there received his 
^ worship and naivedycmi — food offering, — (nor was there much ‘^difli- 
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culty as only one diet was asked for— not two — ) told us while bidding 
, farewell at 6^30 am. at Kavall, hls^i&tlTe place T am sorry It Is not 
yet time for your morning meal now— hoe. But by the lime you 
reach flrour place at Bezwada, It win be late* In the afternoon. Bo 
win you promise me and swear (by placing your iBtim in mine) that 
you would take you food In the Railway hotel at Ongole on your way? 
That, he said Is the rery bootable way In which his caste people 
treats their guests. But the story loses all Its savour when put In 
blacS and white for the Jest conslste In the expression of the face 
In thd contortions of the body pnH the Joining of hand wlth^handl 

Vmace Riddlet 

Bach province has Its pecuUaiies. Some villages In the Uf as 
Indeed In other provinces, are quarrelsome and when a stranger passes 
the streets, the village people throw across the breadth of the street 
a Icmg stick and If the stranger crosses the stick, they quarrel be> 
cause he ventured to croa but If be passes clear of It, then they say 
^iThy do you go by the side path leaving the main part? 

In Andhra, they ask the distance of the stranger's village from 
the particular street through which, he Is passing He gives It saying 
as a krosf (2 miles) then they go to the next street and repeat the 
question. The stranger quotes the same distance Then they quarrel 
with him saytng Tt Is one krost from there as well as here absurd, 
It can't be* 

If the elders of the vUlage are seated on plals or under the village 
banyan tree and a stranger passes with an open umbrella, they take 
offence. 

Saperftttlons • 

It Is strange how common are some of the s u pers ti tions through- 
out the coun t ry from Assam to Dwarka, from the Cape to the Mount 
The auspicious days of the week, the auspicious hours of the day the 
Inaniptelaua Glnd.lt to. parUcnlas the testlvalB. end the. caremni'lea, 
the worship of Tolsl by women, of Vlghnewar as the God of obstacles 
and of ho^ the cult of Rama and Krishna, the memory of Kuruk- 
shetra, the idolization of DharmaraJ nhiwbrna, vidura the Mmtempt 
of Kama, the admiration of Arjuna tbe glory of Draupadl and <}eetha 
— all these are quite common to the whole country bbt fancy when In 
the couT^ of eating the food passet^ the wrong way and sets up violent 
coughing— the nelghbouTB tay— ‘OhI somebody Is thinking of you— 
your mother or your wife What may It mean when In Hlndtuthan 
from end to end, this popular belief Is cherished? LU^pwlsa when 
you sneeze while eating at nights, you must no more eat until an 
elderly member cornea and sprinkles water on your bead and asks you 
*where were you bom? — not once but three timjs. And then you pro- 
ceed trtth your meall * 
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Games 

The same unity presents itself in an unchallengeable fonn when , 
you watch the games, e g , Gudgud In v/hlch eleven fonn a team on 
either side of a line an(i from each side one pursues the other in turns 
and tries to touch one of the latter— all the while holdlm; his breath 
and uttering aloud one syllable ‘gud-gud’ without break Likewise, 
there is the game of gih danda—oi two sticks long and short in which 
the score is counted in Telugu numbers as I have seen In Delhi as 
well as Ahmedabad What an identity of cultures and customs^ 

Christmas Week 

The last week of the year is always an eventful one In India In 
former years, when tlie Congress met in the week, 32 other bodies 
were meeting annually and discussing art, society, culture, sciences 
and what not The W'ar has put an end virtually to tra\cl and Con- 
gress is bound behind prison bars Yet as if to make up In sound and 
fury for all this remissness, the Japs have begun bombing Calcutta 
in Christmas Obviously they must be having their base at Ganga- 
sagar 85 miles from Calcutta in the aircraft carrier Else they could 
not be movnng to and fro Akyab And Akyab too has been disorganised 
If not well-nigh destroyed by the United Nations It is not, how'- 
ever, the bombing 5 times in the year end that arrested attention 
The Statesman with its leaders on the publicity work of Calcutta 
and Delhi upset the whole of India It was not all mere th’indcr, 
theie was hghtnmg as well in its original, dashy and apprpprlate cri- 
ticisms Earlier it has written a leader on E\perimenl with I’ruth — 
an expression reminiscent of Gandhi’s autobiographj and the US^ 
was smashed with pen and ink for its obvious untruths on the Pearl 
Harbour mmdent The tragic comedy reached its ellma-: when the 
paper asked what guarantee was there that the lat-est account of the 
U SA. was in itself not untruthful Later came the tirades on publicity 
The Central Government’s version was obviously false in tv/o matters 
— ^wrote the paper though it did not state what they were On Burma 
it wrote, it was always a matter of going, going — not gone This ap- 
phcation of the auctioneer’s language is effective for if an article that 
IS bemg auctioned is always going, never gone, nobody bids for any 
other Reverting to Calcutta raids, the paper WTOte that Srivastava’s 
statement was bunkum What could the Minister d6 from Cawmpore 
about an event in Calcutta? He cftuld only re-echo the reports of his 
Subs, the Director General of Civil Defence — Mr Ibbotson By the 
bye, is he Governor Sir Denzol Ibbotson’s son? ‘Lying’ says the paper 
‘as an instrhment of pohtics is Hitlerian and must defeatj. itself ’ Some 
lymg may be authoritative but tliere is faulty lubrication The popu- 
lation has shown residence and fortitude but blanketing facts is ob- 
jected to t 
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Sir SDcmnder^ D«atb 

Sir SOcf^dAr's deatli Is a sorprlsg lo erexyone and has saddened 
aEL Papers df the Punjab — The TTUrane dated SOth saj^s that Saro- 
Jtnl Devi sent a condolence telegram and w^e I am reading this, 
I Qm Informed that one went from this camp as wen In the names of 
titaolana Asaf Dr Qytd Mahmood and JawaharlaL 

The New Tear (1— 1— 4S) 

Che New Year Is rung In, the old Is nm out. But what sort of 
new year? We seem to have to observe at least four or fire new yean. 
The rfltnnriftr Ncw Year ones own birthday New Year the lunar 3 rear 
observed by the Andhras and the Maharashtra and UP., the solar 
year observed by Bengal and TamP Nadu, the marwadi year which 
begins on the m or row of the Deepavall, the Parsl New-Year somewhere 
In August or September the Co-operative New Year which is Identical 
with the FasU— on. the lat July the Budget New Year— 1st April, and 
the University New Year If one gets a pair of new cloths from one^ 
father in law on each of these occasions. It will not be a bad Job 
to observe them all. 


Milk in Curds 

We have all beard of three dUIerent kinds of purds-Meetha, 
Khatta and Peeka — sweet sour and bland. In Bengal and even 
in UP., they add sugar to curds. I don't know whether they would 
not add sugar to mmc before U is curdled. To us in the South this Is 
simply shocking. In Maharashtra, they have what appears at fliat 
sight a strange {sactlce — of adding milk to the curds and rice which 
forms as In the South, the last course in each meal (morning and 
night alike) When the curds is somewhat sour the addition of milk 
Is particularly welcome and adds to the tastiness of the whole. In any 
case, there Is much In contracting new tastes, so that the sour of 
the South becomes as a g re ea ble as the swest of the North 

North and South 

But what Is north and what Is south. Maharashtras* area, — 

Bombay Poona, Nagpur ore all South to the Northerner To the 

South (In Madras) even Bombay and Bengal are Nort^ These are 
relative terms. We may more appropriately and even adrantageobsly 
call Bombay and Poona — west, hjiJ Bengal and Assam, East. 

Uie War 

The war has takin a sudden turn, bjj the reversal o^ the Offen- 
sives and Defensives. lASt year toft the offensive become defenstve 
though we could not say the defensive became offensive The entry 
of America has doubtless changed the eltuation put plans do not 
to be*worklng out aright. The Americans are perhaps refT»»pt i lng that 
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they arrived in North Africa too soon Tliey expected a fighf of two 
months before they could gain solid footing How is this consistent 
with the statement that there w?is a small love affair, by 'which sopie , 
French were befriended beforehand and a certain window would show 
a light which was the Lign that all was well and the Anglo-American 
troops could embark on the land m the North African coast ^^y- 
way, the present position in Tunisia was not looked for 

The Americans entered the last war after the Lusitania Incident 
m 1917 That unbreakable ship was torpedoed by the Germans and 
many millionaires went to the bottom of the sea The life belts didn’t 
help them It seems the best of them are made of cork an& the 
head piece and the chest piece are always by the side of the passen- 
gers even at the Dmner Table But even they would keep the 
person afloat at the outside for 16 hours withm which he must be 
saved by a ship or get on to some raft 

The more astoundmg occurrence was the death of Lord Kltchner 
— the Commander-in-Chief In this war, Generals aie moving bet- 
ween the continents and countries as if from the blue bed to the 
brown and except for the accident that befell the Duke of Kent in 
the month of October last, not many casualties have been reported 
But m the last war the very Commander-m-Chief fell a victim to a 
mme accident or to a submarine torpedo Speaking of Lord Kitchener, 
there is a view that whatever be his earlier achievements, it was only 
m response to the mass call that he was made the Commander-in- 
Chief It was a confidence measure Otherwise he was considered 
out of date So was General Joffree — an anodyne to the people, rather 
than a commander of the forces Admiral Jclhco, it is said would 
not take any chances He had a wireless to the effect that the German 
fleet was at^^uch and such a place and when he set sail with his fleet, 
he found himself at the place and a second wireless told hmi how 
and where to waylay the German fleet which was escaping But he 
took no more notice of wirelesses 

I Chosha Khand 

The Battle of Chosha Kfliand is perhaps little known in history 
books But there exists a monument in Orissa to mark the site where 
half a dozen terrorists armed with guns and revolvers met the military 
m pursuit of^'them, and exchanged shots for a period of fifty-three 

minutes at the place Today you can see the monument m Orissa 

e 

The English Channel 

Our bo^s who go to England don’t care for the expenses They 
must be the sons of rich paients'^who calculate the totaj expenditure 
qf 20 to 30 thousand rupees for their course of studies or perhaps 
never calculate at aU^ But ofiflcers who travel at their own expense 
know when I to spend and when not They often therefore do •it all 
70 , 
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by the spa from India to Dover or Portamooth, But the Dover Channel 
la the real trial. The sea is very rough, fiven to those who do the 
terminal portion of the Journey labd as from Brindisi or Marseilles 
the strip of sea from Calais or rftmklric to Dover nr Southampton 
(the former Is but 21 miles) is a sufficient trial and all the comfort 
of the voyage and the Journey la undone at the last moment People 
are undone In that hour’s crossing There Is however a flnA device 
hy which the train In which you left Marseilles would go on to a 
Perry at Dover and land you undisturbed In y o ur sleep somewhere 
In Dondon. When you wake up you see the countryside of England 
But this Is expensive 

The DALO and DAI. 

The Collector and the DJd.O are as already stated the nfflfiUi 
visitors who visit ns every Monday The Collector has changed and 
this- Monday (18th January) Mr Qhathe has not come but Mr Patel, 
I.CH., has taken his place the former having gone os Civil Recruiting 
Officer t.ivr Ohatke, Patel Is tall — quite 0 feet or over and looks a 
bit older than he ought to considering the fact that he has put In 
but sir years' service But the more Interesting story Is that of the 
DAU> who bears the name of Merchant. It sounds almost like a 
Paraee name but friends have stated that, that name occurs amongst 
the Hindus as welL The fact Is that Dr Merchants ancestor a 
Bhatia iOO years ago became Musaalman and was attached to the 
Aga Khan cult The marriage customs of this community resemble 
those of the Hindus In many respects whOe In regard to Food and 
Burial they follow the Muslim InJunctlonA 

Hie Afa kttti 

The Aga Khan Is a Persian and rialms to be In the direct line of 
the Palgombar — being the 46tb In descent. He bad originally married 
a Persian wife who d^ed Issueless, being very obese then an Italian 
wife by whom the Prince All TThnn ^ras bom and on her death a 
French wife It Is said that there Is no objection to such an Inno- 
vation In Tslam. The Aga Khans aervlcea w^re made nse of In 1&31 
against the Congress and this time although he wanted a settlement 
and offered to bring about one he has not been enabled to do so and 
Mr Mohamed All Jlnnah has come handy to the British to bring 
about the same impasse as in 103L * 

TorUsh Delegation of JoummUsta 

This leads us to the Turkish Delegation which Is Just now In 
India having arrived here about the 19th Instant In RtuTurhl, Why 
the Govem^;ient of India have chpaen tfc Invite them IS at present 
a mystery That they are chaperoned by Major (Boyd?) the 
real tale while the Indian Colleague Is perhapa a little concession to 
convention. '* 
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, Mr Philips » 

Eailiei than the Turkish Delegation, there was Mr William 
Philips in India from Roosevelt, Worn, however, he had not seen be- 
fore starting for India, but it is said he knows well all the details of 
the object of his missidn Both Philips and the Turkish Deleg:ati 9 n 
of journalists are a mystery which will doubtless deal up m nue 
couise 

Officers’ Training 

In Shaw’s Drama entitled “Press Cuttings”, General Mitchensr’s 
orderly asks to be promoted to the sergeant’s place, seeing that/ the 
General, Colonel and Premier had arranged to have as wives (Egeria) 
the three ladies m the play The General says, “You are too utterly 
incompetent to discharge the duties of a sergeant You are only fit 
for a Lieutenant I shall recommend you for a commission ” All this 
may sound cunous, but there is nothmg extraordinary in it because 
nowadays, officers get 6 months’ training of which only 15 days is de- 
voted to the practice of the rifle It seems officers only lead They 
don’t shoot They ask their men to shoot And ton the character of 
the war is ever so much changed It is all mechanized We remember 
how 10 or 15 years ago they said that the Indianlzation of the army 
involved training of officers and after 45 years of agitation, they said 
they would tram 8 units officered by Indians and If they work- 
ed well, more would be trained And it was calculated t’lat It v/ould 
take 150 years to get the necessary quantum of 3,500 or 7,000 officers 
What has become of all that? It is mere bunkum The war has 
manufactured officers more readily than clerks and with less diffi- 
culty than the mechanics called the ‘Bevin Boys ' Really opportu- 
nity makes the man and its want, the dud' 

C 

The Independence Day (26 — 1 — ’43) 

Thu teen years ago, we maugurated the Independence Day 
Through storm and sunshine, we have celebrated it In January ’41, 
we missed it as we were in Jails Again, this year we have to cele- 
brate it mside the prison walls We know and remembei with grief 
and gratitude the hundreds that have sacrificed their lives at the 
altar of the national cause, — and the thousands that have been in- 
jured, disabled and become destitute In reverent gratefulness and 
pious confidence, we have met for half an hour — all jhe twelve, and 

remembered our nation and our Congress and our cause 

r 

The Club 

The club has been steadily improved At first, hardly anybody 
frequented tHe little, grass grown, stony, thorny ill-kept p^ece of lawn 
adjoining the Badminton court The thorns wert removed, the bigger 
stones picked up and shoved aside into a httle border enclosmg 15' 
by 15J Then^he chair^ began to move from the verandah, where«two 
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or thrCfe friends used to sit and watch the game of battle-dore and 
shuttle- cocjc, on to the ground below In the meantime the garden 
Was groTrtn^ all round and two jlbts were placed one on either side 
on the stony border at its angle upon two dre^ped stones almost etjuare 
ii) shape — a foot In length and of IQce breadth with 3 Inches thlchnesa. 

The comfortable sofa chairs prtjvlded by the military are all 
heavy and require two men to lift each of them. They have wheels 
no doubt but to wheel them on the rough stony Jagged floor and more 
so to cross the gateways U both a source of rattling noise and a cause 
of inexcusable damage to property The Major too began to watch 
the Badminton gome in the evenings and realized how deck chairs 
would really be needed for use in the evenings tmd at night In the 
not far off summer Nine canvas chairs have been furnished by the 
MlUtary which should have been comfortable even as they are pro- 
fitable but lor the fact that they have all been badly made To call 
the make bad Is to extenuate the position. The make wus abominable 
no back rest would rlt aright on the steps of the hind legs It would 
always sag to one side The scantlings used are flimsy though there 
was no reason to complain against the canvas. With these chairs 
arranged In a double row of four each and a central one, the appear- 
ance created wus that of a pucca club and although loterest In shuttle- 
cock gradually waned, the evenings drerw the friends together Four 
of the memb^ developed a sprain In the mosolee and ligaments of 
the forearm or the back. One bad exchanged the game for walking 
and the remaining one or two could not form a party particularly as 
the Jailor was not always available as a stop gap 

On the other side volley ball too UM Interest. The sepoys 
(warders) bad duties which could not always keep a number of them 
inside during the hour of play The pris on e r s doubtless Jblned, having 
gone in as ball picks first but none of them was trained in the game 
Onrdsnfnfr began to absorb the attention of both groups. For a 
week or so general interest "was created amongst the detenus who 
quieted their qualms of consclenco by clearing a little earth or pick 
a stone or handling a shower On. TbatN^ ad Jawabarlal, the 
originator of the Idea, and the Inaugurator stuck to garden work. 
By February the dalan of 80 yards by 40 was so luH of flower beds 
with their variegated shapes, sizes and colours and a^miaa that the 
most sceptical amongst ns stood amazed at the transformation and 
Mends that stood aloof at felt consdence-stmek and even 
ashamed. They mode up for their rcmlssneas of Interest by trying to 
learn up the names of the plants and identifying them bv leaf and 
flower 

Vazantha Panohaml 

Vasanthc Pcnchami b a festival that fallj on the Suddha Pan 
chnni of Maghnuu Vataniha Panchami heralds tke advext of 
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spring and is fittingly celebrated m Maharashtra, UP, Bengrl, and 
Punjab In Bengal and Behar it is associated with Saraswati Puja 
and the ‘Amrita Bazar Patnka’s’ ai^ticle on the subject is< of interest. 
It runs as foDows — 

“The long and dreary winter is drawing to a close, and a fey; 
stray cuckoos have already begun to herald the advent of spring 
The mango trees have felt the touch of a new life and arc already 
m blossom In the cold and cheerless bosom of Death arc the 
stirrings of a new birth It is fittingly in this season that jhe 
Hindus celebrate the worship of Saraswati, the snow-white serene 
goddess of speech and knowledge For, she is the ;oicc of Eternal 
Silence, she is the first wave in the bosom of the fathomless Deep 
In every age and clime the seers who have sought to bring the 
Divme within reach of the human understanding have ascribed 
to it the attributes which may be classified under the three heads 
of Knowledge, Power and Bliss, and the Shakti worshippers of 
India have for the convenience of the devotee recognised three 
aspects of tlie Divine Mother — Mahalakshmi, the Bliss-aspect; and 
Mahasaraswati, the Knowledge-aspect The craving In the human 
heart for happmess is universal, and there is scarcely a man who 
durmg his waking hours is not striving for wealth, prosperity 
and happmess, and offering thereby unconscious homage to 
Lakshmi There is, too, no dearth of pow'er-seekers in our midst, 
and the plethora of leaders w'ho are gathering an ever-increasing 
number of followers in the name of some abstract nrlnciplc or 
concrete grievance for a final trial of strength with their oppo- 
nents are all m their own blmd way worshipping the dread God- 
dess of Power But, for every million of men who seek happi- 
ness and 'prosperity, and for every thousand w'ho desire to rule 
and dommate, there is scarcely one human being who is a wor- 
shipper of Knowledge and values— Truth for its owm sake The 
considerations of time and place, of you and me, of profit and 
loss tjrrannise over most men’s minds In the fog of good and 
evil affects, it is hard' for man to walk forward m a straight line, 
but the seeker of Truth is void of affection and sees all thmgs 
as they stand m the hght of pure reason — cool and detached He 
who is imn^ersed in what concerns persons and places cannot see 
the problem of existence in the light of Truth It is only, there- 
foie, the real seekers of truth that are the true devotees of Sara- 
swati The seiene Goddess sits enthroned on the white himdred- 
petalled lotus of the human heart where the heat of tumultuous 
passions has subsided, an^i whe^re the vulgar desire for power and 
gain finds no lesponsive echo It is only when the human mind 
has realised the futihty of that confused and verbose hair- 
spiittmg that generally passes for learning that it turns to Sara- 


74 



FEATHERS St STONES 


the etenuil fountain of SnowledffD and Truth, For 
ah© la the Veda m&ta, eource of all that has to be known, and 
It Ifl on^ Her bleaslng that can*d.lapel out of the human mind the 
darkneaa that is rwponalble for our Ignorance atrlfe and mlacry 
It la Her sacred touch that Uftf the vAl Avidya and oilers the 
human soul a giimp*" of those hnmeaaurable heights where reign 
peace and harmony It la out of the Vtna that she holds In Her 
han ds that flows the celestial harmony that has filled seers In 
^11 ages with rapture of which our human music Is but a faint 
and distorted echo Naturally purity and truth are the conditions 
*of Her worship and It is only with white flowers, symbolic of pure 
thought and deed that the dorotee may seek Her blessings. It 
Is only Her blessings that transform our ignoranco Into wis- 
dom, end tt la perhaps, qalte true and natural that Her worship 
should be eo popular among innocent children who are yet un 
touched by foolish love of power or sordid desire for worldly gain. 
Before Her sacred image they surrender all their arttfidal In- 
struments of learning — books, pens. Ink, paper pencils and alL 
It Is the direct touch of Her blessed fingers that they seek, and 
as they meditate on the dtvtne mystery that stands before them 
In human form they aeem to radiate the Joy that passeth under 
standing. In humility of soul they prostrate themselves at Her 
feet Silence O ye teachers and silence 1 O ye text book writers 
they seem to say speak Thou alone to our souls, O Mother Let 
us repeat today with our chlldron the prayer bom of Innocence 
and purity and which though so simple. Is yet so hard to repeat 
Let us throw away Into the dust^bln of oblivion the wordy noth- 
ings that up to now burdened the human mind and passed for 
knowledge Let the serene Ooddeas descend Into our midst 
chasing away Ignorance and pride and permitting us to realise 
the harmony that pervades the whole Universe Auml 

BoU 

HoU is an Important festival In UP standing on a par with 
Dussera and Deepavall while Punjab and Behar ai\d Maharashtra 
are equally concerned to observe It. The methods of its observance 
vary It has a vulgar form of celebration at places. People abxise one 
anther In v^ges In Behar women fling mud on then and In turn 
men abuse the women. There are particular tongs In vogue embody 
tng such abuses. One excellent phu:tlce la for the rich and the poor to 
embrace one another on the day Hola Is Tiara ehana which la roast- 
ed by gathering stubble and setting flr| to It. From this Is derived 
Hola or HqJL The more popular demonfftratians of syringing coloured 
water and coloured flour Is the common pastime and the Panchami 
succeeding la called Rany PanchajM^ In ^e southern presidency 
neither of these festivals is observed and therefore a bng gap in the 
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senes of festivals and festivities is created between Deepavali and the 
New Year’s Day This latter festival is observed by th^ Andbras, 
Mahaiashtras as well as UF on tire Prathama Divasa in' the Shuklu 
Paksha of Cnaitra Mas only (The first day of the month of Chaitra) 

The Comet , 

Each of ns would have seen a comet in his hfe some time or an- 
other but several friends here have not seen any To such, the comet in 
the Great Bear visible to the naked eye was welcome m the montl\ of 
March It was, however, wanting in its tail which is the one attracjtive 
feature of this heavenly orb In 1910, as, well as in 1933 (’) I saw the 
comet distinctly but this time, we have seen it m position without 
the glow in its glorious tail We tried to get a pair of field glasses but 
in vam We were informed that even our Major could not procure 
one foi his use as the military rule is that only those gomg to the 
front should possess any 

“When Is Your Horse Arriving” 

Wlien Indians with half knowledge of Indian idiom let alone 
Enghsh idiom, translate telegrams in English or messages for tele- 
graphmg into Enghsh, strange mistakes happen When Mrs Annie 
Besant was expected m Kashmir, a telegram appears to have been 
drafted to her asking, ‘Apki Savarke Inthizam ham’, which at the 
other end was translated by friends knowing more English than Hindi, 
When are your horses arriving’ This puzzled Mrs Besant and evoked 
an enquh-y which m turn puzzled Kashmir but luckily Pandit Moti- 
lalji was there and on a study of the wonderful literature could 
unravel the tangle 

BIVLA and the War 

Strange coincidences occur in this inscrutable world In 1914, on 
the eve of the outbreak of the Great War, the British Medical Asso- 
ciation had held its annual meeting in Aberdeen in June (1914) and 
the war broke out on the 31st August Now agam before the out- 
break of this war the B MA. had held its annual meeting of 1939 
in Aberdeen in June It is to be piously hoped that the BMA will 
be prohibited from holding likewise its annual session of 1964 in that 
renowned but mteful city ^ 

Maitinh Marrmg'cs (2— 4 ~. ’ 43) 

In the Mithila prant, marriages are arranged in groups There 
are certam pandas or prieststwho know the gotras and the pravaras 
of the various families that are m their priestly charge They possess 
a list of prospective brides and bridegrooms with their Kundalis or 
Jatakas (horoscopes) <They and the parents assemble together and 
fix up numbers of marriages for the season or for the year m groups 
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Offleen, I>«tenaa and Prisonen 

We are 30 prlsonen to all— tweKe prisoners sent to help us from 
the Yerawsula Central Prison (l^na) then again nine sepoys (or 
ward^) and one (convict) warder and tbe»Superlatendent and the 
Jailor maWng np a second twelve and finally we the twelve detenns. 
All are leading a bachelor^ life ontll lately when the Jailor brought 
bis family But he has only added to his sulTertogs for when be was 
to Poona his inconvenience was only to common with that of the 
rest of the officera. When to Nagar he is as far from bis family as 
ever before. The weekly visits to the family so generously allowed to 
Mm, for an hour or two to the midday or the evenings, were at times 
occasioned by urgent news of a child falling 01 or getting naught up 
to a cycle accident on the road or having a severe and sudden attack 
of fever On one occ-ftslon, however the call was serious for an Im- 
becile son of the Jalloris landlord aged 8, who had managed to get 
a safety razor blade cut the throat of the JaOoris daughter aged 4. 
Luckily the cut was vertical not horixontal to which latter rose, the 
Jugular veto ran the risk of being caught up with an immediate chance 
of violent and fatal haemorrhage. Thrtunately the accident proved 
less serious and a few stitches ensured healing by first Intention. 

Qnestkau and Answers 

It Is a common falling amougst prisoners to ask questions of the 
JaU offlcers and for the latter to make answers of questionable vera- 
city When a political prisoner (Shankerrao Deo bimselT) to Yerawada 
was on hungerstrike to 1933 Mahatma Gandhi who was to an ad- 
Jotatog enclosure asked the Superintendent whether that was so *Who 
told you this?" was the prompt query and the truthful (^ndhl blurted 
out the answer *WaTlahhbhal Of course the alleged fact was denied 
by the Superintendent and if you ask any Jan officer why they make 
such barefaced statements they give the simple and unsophisticated 
rei>^ '^Ait no questfons so that you might be fofd no lies' Inci- 
dentally the story carries a valuable warning to political prisoners. 
"Never my who told you the facts of a case under enquiry or reference 
and never quote the precedent of another Jail or the same JaU to 
previous years, for you may be sure that some one will get the sack." 

Akxhaya Asrattha 

It Is strange bow certain Id^ get freely circulated and become 
current throughout the worla— *tbe car of Jaggannath is a 
phrase that Is as popular to the West as to the East although the 
belief Is long since extinct that by getting crushed undej^lt, one would 
get salvatien. The AtvaUTui or U* Peepal tree is likewise believed to 
be a sacred tree, although no suicidal exi>erimant8 are nowadays tried 
on Its mighty branches. The tree Is consVlered Indestructible or 
oMiatfo. The magnificent tree In the fort of AUahdbad wltii the 
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underground, passage and ’’temple adjoinmg it is considered ‘'sacred 
and akshaya Only it is a Vata 4ree (Banian as it Is loosely term- 
ed) There again is that wonderfifi tree of wisdom, the'^o’ tree in 
Buddha Gaya imder whi(?h Lord Buddha was supposed to have attain- 
ed wisdom A branch of it was taken to Ceylon in the time of Asoka 
and is flourishmg to this day there and is believed to be the largest 
tree m the world The tree at Gaya is sometimes said to be a like 
transplantation of its original In Mysore, there is an Asvattha tree 
called the Vidura Asvattha at the village known by the same name 
under which Vidura the 3rd of the three brothers, — ^Dhritarashtra, 
Fandu and Vidura, is believed to have performed ‘tapas’ 

The Hawk and the Crow (4 — 4 — ’43) 

If Hercules has the advantage of strength, Martin Lightfoot has 
the undoubted and superior advantage of celerity Few people would 
believe, not excludmg the writer, a story that the crow attacks the 
hawk The latter is the bird reputed to prey upon the smaller birds 
— notably the pigeon, the parrot and the mainah. It is powerful and 
flies at 40 miles an hour But the crows fly faster, being hghter, 
turn round easily In our maidan (rather lawn, — though it is not 
green) we were watching these movements and adventures of birds 
with profound mterest and one day actually saw how a crow was 
harassmg a big, bulky hawk from behmd, attacking its powerful 
enemy and smartly escapmg a retaliation The hawk cannot sud- 
denly turn round and teach the puny, pugnacious and presumptuous 
crow a much-needed lesson The pigmy of a crow pecks at the hawk 
and flies away, leavmg the giant to stew m its own juice Apparently 
the hawk had meddled with the crow’s nest and its contents 

C 

The Hawk’s Evenmg Perch 

One of our terraced buildmgs has a couple of chimneys and one 
hawk has made a pomt in the month of March to perch iteelf on the 
top of one of them from morning 7 to evening 6 — for a few days, at 
first without moving at all, and later with occasional short flights 
at intervals Apparently, this poor thmg was iU It didn’t go out for 
its prey It is well known how the animals and the birds follow 
Mahatma Gandhi’s umversal prescription of starving and fastmg 
when ilL In most cases, no further treatment is needed On all these 
days, the hawk waited for the mate ^lo be sighted m the evenings and 
while the latter was still a himdred yards away from it, flew and 
jomed it, both retirmg to then mght perch on a near tree which is 
the abode ofca hundred other couples Strangely enough, on occa- 
sions, these two hundred birds fly' together from their tS'ees in the 
evenmgs After all of them have returned from their haunts, towards 
the evening and, on a Cunt from which of them, we cannot say they 
sudde^y fly ^11 together, hover in the sky for a while and resfune 
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tlieir respectlre places Is tho sitting a hawk on the bouse a 
good omcDiP At any rate It is considered not bad, and as l.lahatmajl 
ehierges out of his fast unscathed It Is considered even good. An 
owl CQi the contrary sitting on a hottse and boating Is considered highly 
laansplcloas while different opinions were expressed on the blue Jay 
ploying a smaller role 

Migratory Birds 

A Reuter's message says that thoosonds of wild birds as a result 
of the Battle of Tunisia have migrated from the country across the 
sea Into Spain where they stand so thick that fanners are killing them 
with stickB and stones. Apparently their Instinct guides them In 
human politics as wen for If they didn’t relish the g unp o wd er of 
North Africa, they could have gone to Sicily or Sardinia or Italy or 
the Balearic Isles. But they have gone to a neutral country though 
that did not guarantee them their lives for from uncertain life they 
flew Into certain death. 


Snakes and Ghee 

We have heard of saveral adulterants of ghee and butter Mar> 
garine Is a recognised adulterant of the latter and Vancrpcit Is fast 
aspiring to a like status In relation to the former Some years ago 
when It was moved In the Central Legislature that Vanctpdi or 
vegetable ghee should be coloured so as to be detectable as an adulter- 
ant of ghee the Commerce Secretory of the Oovemment of Indio sold 
that If they did that he would lore bis Job Lord Irwin his and the 
Commerce Member his. Why the ‘Home aovemment would at once 
take up the question at the Instance of Holland whose export would 
thus s^er and whose retaliation would be against Brlthln by creat- 
ing dlfflcultles In regard to the export of milk and miiic products 
thither Beef, tallow pinritflinM flour and cheaper Indian vegetable 
fiSs saeh oj ground sat srs oduJierBSiA 

But, whoever heard of the fat of snakes being the latest competi- 
tor In Calcutta, It Is said, some of the ghee merchants have special 
Ised in this art. Huge numbers of snakes are caught and thrown Into 
boiling cauldron and the liquid fat so extracted Is added to ghee 
Luckily we hear that the fraud has been detected imd the guHty 
pxmlshed. ^ 

Aphrodlsiao 

The bear's fat U believed to be an aphrodisiac and Is much sought 
after for this ‘merit of Its. > ^ 

Poison 

The Ucm s moustache hairs are considered highly poisonous and 
are teld to be used for thia purpose by royalties with efll deslgds 
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Aborigines and Europeans 

Strange combinations meet the eye in some of the Acts of the 
Legislature, and truly, laws no less'than politics or travel, ‘find strange 
bed-fellows In all depcriptions of franchise, the Municipal , Laws 
used to bracket together for disqualification of voting or candidature, 
mmors, lunatics, undischarged Insolvents and women— and latterly, 
people convicted of certain offences and sentenced to certain terms 
In the latest laws of prohibition, the category of exemptions have 
grouped together the aborigines and the Europeans — rather a queer 
though a very much allied combination in the eye of Law' t 

Right To Left 

We have all heard of a man being abused right and left and 
people being beaten chap o rasth We are also familiar with the 
Arabic script which is written from left to right, but few people are 
aware of the fact that while the Brahmi-lipi (script) is written from 
left to right, the Karoshi script is written the other way Speaking 
of scripts one wonders what Devanagart implies We know what it 
IS, but its derivation is not known Will some one enlighten 

Hats and Husbands 

An English fiiend told me that his wife was to be introduced to 
Lady , the Vicereine That was a mark of honour for 

women engaged in National work ‘But that means to me appre- 
ciable additional expenditure!’ he said ‘Why? I asked ‘Oh, a new 
skirt and a new hat may cost anywhere near seventy rupees’ ‘The 
hat seems to play a great part in the fashionable dressing of your 
ladies ’ I asked ‘It does’ he said And in dramas and novels, one 
of the thmgs that a young lover presents to his girl is always a 
new hat 

“With you,’’ I asked, “the wife goes shopping and the husband has 
only to foot the bill?” “Ah well, yes — that is true unless it be that- 
the husband occasionally accompanies the wife to the shop and with 
a vacant stare, cairies the parcel to the car outside""” 

Louis Fischer 

No foreigner’s name is today more popular in India than that of 
Louis Fischer ^ho wrote a number of articles in the^ American Press 
on Cripps’ Mission, on his return from India to America in July 1942 
and made short work of Cripps ancf his Secretary Spry, who had both 
written to the American Press in support of Cripps’ view. But 
Fischer when he was in In^ in June 1942, gave no indication of his 
own views on the developing political situation or the ‘decayed’ poli- 
tical mission of Cripps On the contrary, people thought from his 
talk at a dinner prior i,o his departure that he had formed altogether 
the opposite ^view of what he later expressed < 
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-Gremt Men" (8 — 4 » 43) 

*^reat men" It Is said “are eften born together" Professor 
oncl made the statement* and IRnstrated It by saying mo^ 
destly, “For Instance In 1809 three great personages were bom — 
Qaeen Victoria, Mr Gladstone and myself" Great men also seem 
to Jail HI together When Gandhi was fasting the Qlnm might hare 
been Tolnntary yet It was Ulneas which was on the point of prorlng 
fatal In the month of February 1943 and at this time Premier 
OhnrchUl and President Rooserelt also potacd through a severe 111 
negs> The former hod obviously bronchial pneumonia wherein the 
temperatnre as anticipated by us como down by crisis, though con- 
valescenco took long as Is generally the nose with the disease For 
the treatment of ChurchlU a consultant was summoned whose name 
Is WhQby while the doctors treating were WHsoq and Marshall. In 
such -cases, the consultant Is usually the President of the Royal 
College of Surgeons and but for this convention. It is considered In 
explicable how Whllby could have been summoned. 

Curtin — Then and Now 

To train a flower girl Into a Duchess is a task undertaken by Pro> 
fesor Higgins and Colonel Pickering In Bernard Shaw's "Pygmalion" 
After all It requires the use of a good bath room with soaps, brushes, 
mirrors and towels, a good dressing room with sweet leenta and rich 
dresres, a short training in table manners and drawing room talks 
If stQl there Is a residue of the vulgarities of East End. that Is put 
down to the new style. To convert a labour man Into a minister is 
not more dUQcult dther The days of Kelr Hardle ore over — Keir 
Hardle who talked of sending the crown Into the melting pot and who 
when asked by the sergeant at Westminster ‘mate wnere is your 
work, — on the rooP readily answered him, saying “no on the floor 
Ramsay MacDonald lived to become twice a Labour Premier and then 
was absorbed Into the Abraham s bosom of the National Government. 
Curtin is one of the war products who was not too highly spoken of 
by the Australian Repre se ntative on the Eistem Group Council In 
India, but who not cmly shoots up Into prominence — os Australia's 
premier but has the audacity —to look ChurchlQ and Roosevelt In the 
face and accuse them on the score that adequate mlVtary help has 
not been given io Australia at a time when she stands In Immine nt 
danger of Invasion by the Japanese. 

ThSIkti Ar t 

There was a time when it was taken for granted ln,foliools and 
coUegee, thsee or four decades Offb that India had no painting or 
Poetry Then emerged the AJanta caves and their painting into view 
and they proved a riddle to clvDlsed Englani and Germany The 
ancient Sanskrit poets like Kalidasa and Bhavahhutl werS resuscKated 
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from the dead and ecllpsecf Shakespeare and Ben Jonson The* drama 
of India IS at least 1,500 years antenor to that of England .And when 
we are told that ‘Mrichcha Kat&a’ (Toy Cart) was ' enacted ih ‘ 
America — ^much to the ecstasy of the savants and scholais there, we 
need not be surprised The performance gave cultured American 
audiences insight mto the subdued emotionalism of Indian Art* so 
early as in 1925-1926 

9th April 1943 (A Sad Day) 

€ 

We have counted the ninth of the month nine times now bu/; on 
no occasion has the good cheer and the high spirits of the inmates 
been clouded by the sad news of a bereavement It was on the Slst 
of March that a telegram was received here that Maulana’s wife, 
Begum Azad was dangerously ill The Press was giving the news — 
and possibly the ladio from day to day But the fell disease made 
the condition of the patient progressively worse until she passed 
away this niormng at 6 p m m Calcutta and the news was conveyed 
to us at 1 pm The Maulana has borne it with foititude Already 
he had lost 25 lbs and now in this week he lost another 6 lbs 

INote. — Since writmg this, the followmg note is added 18 months 
later We were informed that following a request of the 
Maulana’s Begum and the recommendation of her doctors, 
that she wanted to see her husband, the Viceroy ordered 
on the 5th April 1943 that the Maulana should be taken in 
lan aeroplane to Calcutta — ^But this was not to be J 

Another Death 

It is a heavy toll that Congress has paid to Death, nor is it to be 
wondered at when the National Struggle is a prolonged one extend- 
ing over already well-mgh a quarter of a century in which father 
and son, brother and sister, husband and wife are separated one from 
the other and cannot have the simple solace of being by the bed- 
side of the dying membei;s of the family Satyamurti’s family had the 
melancholy satisfaction of bemg by his side and nursing him and 
domg then best for him m the few weeks left to him after his re- 
lease from prison Government have acted on the piinciple of “too 
late and too <iittle” when they transferred him from Amraoti to 
Madras and released him when their act of justice lost half its grace 
and aU its value The number of positions held by this talented and 
pa riotic son of India is long, embracmg as it does a wide range of 
activities, Educational, Artistic, Economic and Legislative But when 
everything is said and donelf it mpst be owned that he passed away 
m the prime of life with unfulfilled ambitions and unre'alized ideal, 
as most of the workers striving for India’s Swaraj are perhaps destined 
to dq Whatever doubfe he had in accepting the Congress programme 
from 1920 onwards, it must be stated to his eternal credit that he 
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stood otit four square against all compromise from the time of re- 
slgnatlons* of ministries to the endorsing of moss OX) and the flnot 
^crlfice he made on the altar of his Motherland. Inter I leomt 
that when Satyamurtl was transferred as one of a party of 30 dete- 
nus to Nagpur be was tahen thence on a rickety bus In rain, orer a 
rtutnnnft of 00 miles to Amrootl, without water to drluk on the way 
His IDness began on the 4th day of his arrival in September 1042 and 
he passed away In March, 1043 

* ^ •'Strange Finds" (Nava Nldhl) 

Yon go to on evening bazaar where second hand books are sold 
and you come across an out of date publication — may be your own, 
or ono which has mixed references to yonrselt I have been reading a 
book of stories In Hindi— Nava Nldhl one of which relates to the 
flight of Chandrakunvarl from the Allahabad Fort, She was the Rani 
of Ranjlt Blnjdf and after he had been defeated In 1B42 she was Im 
prisoned In the Port from which she made good her ercapo to Nepal 
to breathe the air of freedom. Her son Deleep Stngh was sent to 
England where he prepared a memorandum for private circulation 
amongst members of Parliament, pouring out his grievances. This 
book and another happened to have been picked up by Babu Shiva 
Prasad OopU in an auction and it was that way tbot India knew 
of Deleep Singh's labours In England. 

But a second book U of still greater Interest. It related to the act! 
vltlte of the Arya SomaJ and its political outlook dated 1912, being 
a private publication In which the names of certain people district by 
district were given. It belonged to Rev Mr Hollands library and 
strangely enough It contained the name of Babu Shiva ^Prasad Gupta 
who bought it In the auction. 

New Year (Solar) and VOomma Saka 
Ihe Lunar year has a variable beginning and that determines 
the new year of the Telngus of the Maharashtras, and of UP except 
3 districts. In Bengal Tamil Nadu, three ^*ahadl (hilly) dlstrlols of 
UP and the Punjab the solar year operates and It usually begins on 
the 13th April This year the Punjab (Tribune ) observed It on the 
13th, Bengid (Amrlta Bazar Patrlka') on the 16th, '^unll Nadu and 
ourselves In tbo Ahmednagar Fort on the fourteenth. But this year’s 
Interest lies in that It marks thoicompletlon of 2 000 years of VDcram 
arka Saka. As we are so much accustomed to the Christian era It Is 
worthwhile recalling our own post history and a cutting from the 
Tribune is printed below ■* » 

« 

The ypcmiiia Bnv and Its Founder 
The 13th of April, 1943 marks the completion of the 20th century 
of %he Indian Era of Vlkramadltya. The victor In a %reat ntitlonal 
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war, the patron oi all that’ is best and most beautiful m modem 
Sanskrit Literature and the subject- of endless legends Vikuamaditya 
of Ujjam is to the Hindus what Chgtrlemagne is to the French, whaf 
Alfred IS to the English, what Asoka is to the Buddhists, what Harun- 
ul-Rashid IS to the Mohammadans Niunberless romances have beeiv 
written m all the languages of India about tliis national hero Neither 
RoUand nor Arthcr is the subject of so much romance in hterature as 
Vikramaditya of Ujjam Historically, he repelled the foreign invaders 
of India and the whole of Northern India came under his enhghtenfd 
and vigorous rule The arts of peace flourished, science and literatme 
obtained a fresh start and poetry and drama lighted their magic lamp 
and shed a lustre over their Augustan period of Hindu history Re- 
ligion itself gathered strength and life and modem Hmduism flourish- 
ed undei his fosteiing care The ancestors of Vikrama, Scythians m 
origin, entered and settled in India centuries ago At some opportune 
time, Gandharvasena seized the tlirone of Ujjam and ruled there in 
the first century B C He was succeeded by his eldest son Saluka who 
mled there for a short time and then fell a victim to the ambition 
of his brother Vikrama who made some conquests and consolidated a 
pretty large kingdom After some years, leaving the reigns of Gov- 
ernment to his younger brother Bhartriharl, the noted poet, he him- 
self went out m guise of an ascetie, to study India and the Indian 
politics Several j-ears after, Bharatnhari, disgusted with the world 
through a family calamity, left the Raj to the Ministers and passed 
into retnement Hearmg this Vikrama hastened to his capital, orga- 
nised a powerful army, beat back the Scythians and the Pathians, 
made ample conquests in Northern India As he was a great jiatron 
of Hmdu learning and religion, scholars flocked to his courts The 
tradition goes that his was the famous court of Nine Gems, happy 
product of the Brahminical revival He was adored by the people as 
he saved the nation and Hinduism by signally defeating the Scythians, 
whose pohtical importance and outlandish manners had appalled the 
Indians His very name Vikrama Sena began to be called Vikram- 
aditya (Sun m Prowess)* and his city Avanti began to be called 
Ujjayini (the victorious city) The people, most probably, started an 
era after his name but he modestly dechned the honour thinking 
that success against the Sakas, was mamly and laigely due to the 
people of Malwa So the era began as Malwabda, i e , tho era of Malwa 
By it, Vikrama, perhaps vowed both complimant and appreciation. 
However, it continued for several centuries unaltered Theh iresh suc- 
cesses of new Vncramadityas converted that running of era into its 
later name of Vikrama-Samvat 

Many kings at different periods and in different cbuntnes of 
India, have been so styled and it seems that the exploits of more than 
one 0 ^ them ^ave been ‘confused even in those legends, which may be 
regarded as having som historical basis It is hopeless to atteinpt 
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to (Ulcrtmlnate between the elements wblcli may be historical and 
others which, ore nndcmbtedly pnr® romance In the great cycle of 
legend, wflich hare been gather&d ronnd the name rather the title 
VDcjamadltya, — (By JanJd Das, MJL) « 

The FasU (Tear) 

Whhe on thfwi astronomical i>eTambnlation5, one la inclined to 
arir for the orlgtn of the TasU year which mns thron^iout Tnrtia from 
l^t July to 50th Jtme It Is the co-operatlTe year In Madras and Re- 
Tc^ne accounts In villages are maintained according to ‘Fasll year 
—this year (1043) being TaiU 13B0 The 1551st TasU begins only on 
July let (1943) The word TasU means relating to Taal (crop) New 
cultivation begins in June or July and therefore there Is a certain 
appropriateness undoubtedly in the expression. But how Is the figure 
arrived at and who started it? 

It Is Mid that the adoption of the TasU year Is traceable to the 
work ol Thdar Mali doling Akbai^ time They most have fixed a 
certain year during Akhar’s reign counting from Hljrat In 623 AJ3, 
whan the Palgambar (may peace be on his sonl) flew frcra Mecca to 
Medina, The object of Inaugurating that era was to have a definite 
starting point Just as SaUvahana Saka began with 78 AJ> and VOcrama 
with 67 B.C A MiKiim ruler could not naturally adopt either of these 
nor was there any reason why abandoning both Hi ndu and Muslim 
Akbftr should have preferred the Christian era. The Bast India Com 
pany was not even functioning perhaps, for Akbar died In 1805 

On tbtw hftjdn, the Hljri year should have been (1043=1361 but It 
Is 1550 Ihero Is a difference of about 11 years. Apparently the TasU 
year was meant to be a correct year of 365 days — at least from the 
thnn when it was fixed up F rom that point, the corfect Solar year 
of 386 days was computed, — not however fro m the 13th March but 
from 1st of July owing to agricultural considerations. At that rate 
since the TasU Era was fixed up and that must have been some time 
before 1600 AJ5, there Is a difference of 3 years and odd in every 
century between the lunar year of HlJrl afid the solsu' year of Fasll. 
Three and a half centuries therefore, creates a difference of 3^ x 
3^ — 11 years. That is why the FaaU Is 1350 instead of being 1381 
— whlx^ it should have been If the lunar year had 1}een computed — 
since AkbaFf 'time 


Hating of thirds ( 15 — 4 — 43 ) 

Today we have witnessed an unfortunate accident to one out of 
the sparrow couple 'i^dch reside hi mj room. The fgmale bird hit 
against the vanes of the Electric Punkha In motion. Suddenly I 
heard a sound of impact and a UtUe wbUe hence, saw the poor thing 
In the canvas chair where It had laDen with Its withers rung Pre- 
eeHUy It fell on the floor and Just as we were taking allttle water for 
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her she flew away These qouples present extraordinary sexual 'mani- 
festations The male bird dances In a semi circle to and_ fro for a 
time when the mating season coVrves — and that is a sigh't hitherto 
never seen by me Has the jail made them dance’’ 

Thanda Baraf • 

When we use foreign words or describe foreign articles, we are 
apt to coin peculiar termmology In the Telugu country, Kerosene oil 
IS known as Kerosene oil ‘nune’ (oil) so that the name of the oil is 
not Kerosene, but Keroseneoil oil So one of the sepoys on duty 'at 
the gate, it seems entered in his gate book — “so and so came in" at 
such and such an hour with “Thanda Baraf” Apparently, the word 
‘Thanda’ is meant to be demonstrative not restrictive, as baraf' (Ice) 
is always ‘thanda’ (cold) 

Slots and their jicld 

You go to a big Railway station, put an anna in the slot and 
pull the drawer, and you get a platform ticket, likewise you may 
get -match boxes, cigarette packets chocolates or change (copper 
for silver corns) Strange stories are narated relating to the vagaries 
of slot machines On one occasion a friend put in a Vz shilling and 
instead of getting 6 coppers he got 26 'IVliat is he to do with the 
extra ones’ Tire Railway oflQce people are unuilllng to entertain a 
‘complamt’ on this score, because it leads to interminable corres- 
pondence and to some one getting the sack as a side result A con- 
scientious traveller having drawn 20 coppers more than his due, is 
greatly embarrassed and asked me what I would do under the con- 
ditions I replied saying,— I would keep my six and give the remaln- 
mg twenty to beggars ‘Ah' but there are no beggars in England'* 
said he And he derived satisfaction by thinking that on many 
occasions he had placed a penny in the slot and got nothing 

This story arose from a discussion of the weighing machine 
(Alexander) which required considerable adjustment before yielding 
the correct readings Even so if you bend forward, you get 154 lbs 
and backward 150 There’fore, your weight is put at 152 'There are 
vertical dial machines m big stations which when you place a mckel 
anna m the slot, record your weight It seems there are devices 
by which with j^e same anna, you can get two men weighed or for 
that matter a man and a woman or two women or a man or a woman 
with a child or two cliildren Put ^the anna in the slot and both 
stand on the balance The weight is recorded One of them gets 
down and the reduced weight is noted The difference is the first 
person’s weight Isn’t it? < 

* «, 

Pandit Malaviya and his conscience 

One of the widely lj;nown facts of life relating to the venerable 
Pandit is that he catches a train at the last moment. There was 
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but ooe competitor In the field and that, was the late Sir R. Vcn 
Naldu, Ex-Vlce Chancellor of the Madras UnlTcrslty who 
z^early always missed his train. » 1?n one occasion. Pandit MaUon 
LTnh an Molavlya got into the train at the last moment and had no 
tlme^ buy his ticket. At the •terminal ad(jdeni he offered the fare 
wl^lch be should have paid at the •terminus adquo but as it often 
happens, either a penalty Is demanded or the oltematlTe Is given 
to so respectable a traveller to co Scot free But Pandit was not 
agreeable to either course for he must have Informed the station 
pe^Dle or the Guard at the starting station. Bo he went home and 
sent his son to buy a first class ticket from Benares to Allababad 
and return home and destroy Itl Conscience It Is said, mokes cow- 
ards of us all, but sometimes it doth make puzzles of us all tool 

Incognito 

We have covered 8^ months of our sojourn here incognito But 
It is not we alone, the sepoys also are half that. One sepoy bad to 
be repatriated to Poona on account of lllneas but it Is learnt that 
he was only given out-door duty at Yeravda CP and not allowed 
to get In Do Government believe that the public don't stUi know 
us as the denizens of the Ahmednagar Fort? 

Nine Gems 

Uarakatha, Manikya, Vajra. Vydhurya, Oomedhlka Podmaraga, 
Indra Neela, Muktha, Pravala are the nine famous gems. 

1 have collected lots of precious stones but they are none of the 
ntnfl celebrated gems (os above) They are of Inferior variety and 
I do not know what to do with these collections. 

Hindi « 

I am the solitary member here who cannot fluently converse 
In Hindi or Hlndusthanl, So I derote 8 hours a day to their study 
I was not attracted by Tulzl Ramayana at first, but when I got a 
letter from home that my wife was at the Btmdara tfando, i felt 
ashamed and I had to rnake up much ledway The epic becomes 
one of absorbing Interest as you proceed and one is tempted to 
ask who this Tulsidas was and when be wrote It It appears that 
either he was lost to his parents or was abandoned^ by them at a 
yoxmg age as^ he was bom In the *Moola Kakshatra. However he 
fell In with some Sadhui and stu^Ued under a guru — Naxaharl Doss 
He died In 1880 Vlkrama Era or 1823 AX> and obviously flourished 
In the age of Akbar and his son Jehangir He was in Buke 
Bshethra In Etawa District. UP ■> ^ 

Red Hair and bad temper 

Red Hair and bad temper go together^ say some. Have you 
heard of It? An instance Is cited of a Bank official in Jubbelpore 
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who had such a bad temper that no one would go near hlrd And 
how could a banker or a lawyef or a doctor or a teacber get on 
with work if people feared to approach them? I wonder v/hethcr 
dyeing will improve the temper as well as the colour 

• 

Atmospheric Temperature 

We have a Thermometer here to measure the atmospheric tem- 
perature But it IS not a maximum and minimum thermometer It 
is just 12 degrees in advance of the day’s measure of heat ,We 
have since secured a spring thermometer which looks like a olock 
with a dial and hands That seems to give a better record from 
which we discover the range of error of its predecessor 

Badminton — place or game'’ 

We have all known this game for long Latterly we have been 
playing shuttle-cock and battle-dooi with bats more frail than 
those of our younger days But the point of interest is one whicli 
I at any rate need not be ashamed to admit, namelj, that the name 
of the game — ^Badminton — is the name of a place 

Mr. Phillips 

First Col Johnson came from America He threatened to give 
a Johnson version of Cripps Then came Mr Phillips, who Is adver- 
tised in the Indian Press day in, day out, as ‘President Roosevelt’s 
personal envoy m India’ so often that one felt that in these days 
of scarcity of newsprint it would have saved appreciable space if 
the words in apposition had been omitted — equally with the adver- 
tisement of the movements of Indian politicians “accompanied by 

the private Secretary, Mr ” Anyway, there is an end to everj'- 

thing in the world — even to Phillips’ itinery in India Some 
columnist of U SJl. has described his achievement as Tea table talk 
But he has cleared himself by revealing at his last Press Conference 
that he “should have liked to see Gandhi but he was Informed that 
he could not be given tile necessary facilities’’ That makes it pro- 
bable that his expected return to India would remain as much an 
unfuimied hope as CoL Johnson’s 

'Merely a Technical error (E5— 4— ’45) 

0 

In the last war, we had the ( words DORA foz Biitain and 
D O J A for India They were the Defence of the Realm and Defence 
of India Acts This time, it is DJA with an elaborate structure 
and Rule 26 l has come into some prominence by the judgment of 
Sir Maurice Gwryer dehvered on the last day of his service on the 
Federal Court, in which he declared Rule 26 invalid as its lan- 
guage IS repugnant totthat of Section 2— (lO) under which the rule 
purpdrts to have been enacted 'The officials of the India Office 
88 « 
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mlnlmlaed the value of the declsloQ and itated that there were 
many othe^ declMona of the DX Act under which many Congress 
men under •detention, could be bound. That remind* me of an 
advocate of Madras who acting as the Prosecuting Counsel In a 
aedltldn ease pleaded for the admission of a document, now underi 
'Section 4 then under Section 7 and later under any section of the 
■Indian Evidence Act The India Ofltce considered the delect pointed 
•out by the Federal Court as a trivial and technical one, very much 
uvp the huge consignment of boots sent to the camp in the Crimean 
War^ln which all the boots belonged to one foot (the left) only- -a 
■**mere technlcar defect l<n*t It? 

Marriace daring bereavement (t7 — 4—43) 

The news that the "Tribune set apart Rs. 750/ for Sri 8 
Satyamurthl's daughter to be presented her at her wedding was 
-somewhat Intriguing. Was the marriage to come off at once? It 
soon transpired that the wedding took place on the TSrtL Very pro 
bably the date was fixed while the father was alive and out of 
regard for hi* memory the date was adhered to notwithstanding that 
It was just a month since he had passed away And too in the South 
•of I n di a there Is a belief that by the giving of a bride within the 
first year of the father's death, the virtue of 'kanyadan would 
accrue to the deceased father Maharashtra and Bengal do 

not share this view and *per contra view such weddings unfavour- 
ably 


Heat and eold 

For adjustability In fact as for nervousness In fear* there Is 
perhaps none to beat man In creation. Oh I the summftr 1* wimlng 
What shall we do? Can we get Ice? The Gazetter of Ahmedndgar 
says the temperature wIH shoot up to 114 It may be where docs 
it not, except qu. the hlllsl. ftlahahe^, Gaampow 'UuitnfOT? Delhi, 
and lAhore -hove they never sighted the temperature In three fig 
ures? In Mesopotamia it shoots up to 132 I Vu told by Mr F W D 
Tyler LOB itho bad been there In that temperat ur e It Is the 
thermometer that gives the fright not the temperature and next 
to that, the mosquito or the sandfiy And we hapi^n to have a 
very good thermometer working like a clock by a spring as already 
described. In the Red Sea, the ^eat Is unbearable to the steamer 
pass en gers and in Aden you have a dry and arid stretch of land 
full of dust and without a patch of green. But In Yemen the people 
have remedle* for heat and cold. On th# coast it Is veg? hot, tem 
peratore rlskig over 123 or 125 efid In its capital situated 9 000 ft. 
above sea level, the cold Is severe and against both the people 
have peculiar remedies, lb ward off the heat they sit In a barrel 
filled* with water aH day and the barrel Is provided ^th a small 
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plank on which paper, gen and ink and smoke are provided A 
person sitting inside the barrel on a stool, transacts his work and 
puffs away at pleasure And too people rub their bodies) with ‘mehdi’ , 
powder to keep off the heat So they look reddish At the Capital, 
Sanah, the frost is s6 severe that the protection must be against 
cold There they rub their bodies with ‘neel’—mdigo— which gives 
the necessary protection and they look ‘blue’ I heard that Mr 
Louis Fishcher was sitting in a tub of water and writing away his 
despatches from Wardha 

The date marked above reminds me of the fact that we ‘have 
finished our nine months of gestation Yet there seems to be nothing 
for dehvery There is a popular behef in Andhra and Gujarat that 
some women carry for twice nine months or even thrice nine months 
God willing and war progressing, there is a good chance of either 
of these mystic behefs proving true Jocularly, I had fixed the 
30th April as the latest day of our delivery But it proved an abor- 
tion for Sir Maurice Gwyer’s judgment calling in question Rule 26 
of the DI Act practically made us free on the 22nd but on the 
28th, the new ordinance vahdating the invalid and illegal law 
under which we were bound, was promulgated and even today it is 
doubtful how fax our detention is legal, for although the Madras 
and Lahore High Courts have upheld the ordinance, it is to face 
its own ordeal before the Federal Court with Spence as the Chief 
Judge or perhaps Varadachari as Actmg Chief Justice My pro- 
phecy— a lay one altogether, didn’t prove such a failure 

Deer hunt by Cheeta 

We are reading Timur m Urdu being a translation of Harlod 
Lamb’s worjc in which we note that m that age, perhaps even now, 
they hunted deer by cheetas Ihe latter are seated on horses blind 
folded and taken near a herd of deer or antelopes — ^where the eyes 
are opened and the cheeta pounces upon its victims and kills them 

Falcon bazi 

Falcon bazi is still more curious The birds are trained like the 
cheetas They go up into the air — ^flying apace with the deer ver- 
tically over their heads and at midday and cast their beautiful sha- 
dows gently moving in front of the antelopes These innocents are 
curious to know what hes and moves in front of • them and raise 
their heads to see what is above t Instantly, the bird descends upon 
the face and clutches the two eyes with its pair of claws and the 
poor animal is disabled How clever we are in devising the means 
of destroyixg life' f 

*’ o 

Kanda Puran 

We have heard o^ the Ashtadasa purans, — the 18 Ithlhasas But 
in Gujarat <there is a 19th equally reputed It is the Kanda Puran 
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(not tbo Bkonda Puran) or the Pya] Ptuana— named alter that 
sacred creation of the Gods known as the onloxu The cmlon Is 
.known by dlherent names In different parts of India— UHl (Telucu) 
Vongayam (Tamil) Ungli (Onjaratl) Kanda (Maharashtra) Pya] 
(Hindi)* Basar or Ganda (Punjab) Once nifcn a time the story 
mn^ a certain disinterested taposrl was performing ‘ghora Upas 
(deep penance) to invoke Siva’s presence and the God appeared 
before him and asked him his desire. The man said T ask nothing 
for myself. But the Kail Yog Is coming and it Is stated that the 
longevity of man Is to be short I pray that some device be con 
trlved whereby to lengthen life Slta said *yDu have come to the 
wrong place. I am only the destroyer Go to Brahma who is the 
creator And the man prayed to Brahma as advised whereupon 
Brahma appeared and on knowing the purpose said 'Ohi no you 
have again missed your bus I am only the creator ^Yon must go 
to the preserver If you should secure a lengthening of life Then 
the person prayed to Vishnu the Preserver whereupon Vishnu ap- 
peared and being acquainted with the purpose said 'Yes but the 
task is both complex and delicate We must all three confer together 
and evolve a formula. They put their heads together and 
evolved one and then they put their hands to the task and fashion 
ed a substance which was a synthesis of the three gods, it had a 
small tuft on its head to represent Brahma then a Bhagwa overall— 
thin and saffron coloured^ round Itself to represent Siva, and finally 
a flftnkhn and a ‘Chakra In Its structure to represent Vishnu — 
the former In a vertical section and the latter In a botiiontal. This 
was the onion which was the creation of the three Gods for pro- 
longing the life of humanity In the Eahyug But what happened? 
People lived long and lived virtuous. They all went to Heaven which 
soon became congested and a deputation f ro m the angels of Heaven 
waited upon the Gods, one after another In vain but upon all the- 
three to a purpose The Trinity then put their heads together and 
incorporated the characteristic smell of the onion Into It and per 
aented some *vldhl nlabedham^ — some duties and inhibitions. A 
class of people soon came Into being who cultivated the belief that 
such a smell should be considered polluting and the Brahmans as a 
class (not after the advent of the British into India) abjured the 
onion and likewise many ultra orthodox people thus i^elleving the 
congestion In the ‘Babeaht (Heaven) 

ATT*. Box Assassinated 

The news of the assassination of ARa Bux at Shlksrpur on the 
14th May has come as a shock. Only recently we were deeply griev- 
ed over the sydden, but natural deiAb of Sir ni^ondnr Hyat tchan 
and here we learn of the unnatural death of another pr M niw after 
he had laid down the reins of office. Nothing^ as yet known as 
to who perpetrated It and why * 
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Earthquakes 

Some one has predicted an earthquaqe in Japan this year One 
IS due it seems Japan’s enermes count upon natures cataclysms 
as a compensation for their own minimized energies in tighting 
Nature is as cruel as beneficent, as much to be feared as Icved 
“Before its irrationalities, we are told reason trembles” says Dixon 
m “The Human situation ” 

“The eruption of Krakatoa in 1783 destroyed 40,000 human be- 
mg, the Quits in 1797 also 40,000, the Lisbon earthquake m C775 — 
80,000 Is human life a bubble? Whither the present century, m 
1908 and again in 1920, similar disturbances in Sicily and Chma 
eliminated half a million hves in sixty seconds The eruption of 
Mount Peb in less than a quarter of an hour laid the capital of 
Martimque m rums, with the loss of 30,000 lives During the Yangstee 
floods m 1931 over a million perished by drowning Etna wakes and 
Massme perishes Islands are submerged with their human freight 
like ships at sea In 1929, Miro-form m the Pacific simply disappear- 
ed with all its mhabitants into the ocean depths Would those tlungs 
be, if the king of the universe were our friend’ 

The Koil and the Crow 

“Ah’ a Koil (Cuckoo) among crows” is a proverbial expression 
The saymg may be reversed too mto ‘Oh' a crow among Koils’’ What 
they call a Koil in English is not clear Till yesterday I was under 
the Impression that the English word for a Koil is cuckoo But I 
am corrected and, therefore, stand corrected ' I am agam corrected 
and told that Koil and cuckoo are the same Let us call it Koil 
However, a Koil xnust be equally emment by whatever name you 
call it I^^do not say ‘equally beautiful,’ for whatever else it may 
be, it is not beautiful Its colour is blacker than a crow’s though 
more shining After ail ‘Black’ does not matter All lawyers (advo- 
cates) are requued to wear black silk gowns in India whatever their 
own complexion and colour be The High Courts are a little want- 
ing m artistic sense ‘From the stand point of colour alone the Koil 
is entitled neither to praise nor blame Its shape and its form 
when fiymg have none of the digmity of the eagle, and look rather 
fiat without^ any cuives, the bird shootmg like an arrow in the at- 
mosphere What then is elegant about it’ The‘ voice — sweet and 
rapturous doubtless, but when you aie in a jail and the bird is a 
denizen of one of the big tiees m which all jails abound, the whole 
day and all day long, coomg of the Koil is apt to rmg monotonous 
in our ears, unless it be that we keep pace with it and play second 
fiddle to it I have not seen the Koils in pairs hke'Jthe sparrovs, 
the parrots and the kites even while flsdng Again, the voice of one 
is not responded to by that of its spouse On further enquiry I learnt 
that the fiurvihnear cooing that we hear is that of the male bird, 
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the femalb s voice la a low mntmur hardly »audlble Since writing 
thi* I have l^eard the latter too ^ 

> > 

The EolTf Efis 

jIoW a w or d of how the Koll lays her egga. It is wellknown — 
at any rate universally believed, that the bird lays its eggs In a 
crow's nest, that the crow hatch^ them and when the young birds 
emerge feed them until they take to their wings How does this 
happeji? How can the Hon penerate into the crow's nest? lAatter 
Is Impenetrable and birds too are. 'The fact seems to be that when 
the KoQ exfwcts to lay her eggs, she glTes a hint to the mole The 
latter goes to a crow's nest anil picks up a quarrel with the owners 
whereon they try to drive the Koll away The Koll flies faster than 
the crow and therefore draws away the owners from the nest. At 
this time the female KoQ enters the nest and lays her eggs and when 
she has done makes a signal to the male KoQ who thereupon draws 
back the poor stupid, dull crows to the nest. Another essential point 
is that the crow Is not a good accountant and does not know the 
nttmber of her own eggs. They get mixed and the crow hatches them 
olL The birds emerge in good time and report bath it that the crow 
Is more fond of the KoQ young ones than her own. She feeds them 
well and when the time comes for cooing they discover that certain 
young ones In the nest are codng whDe others are cawing. 

They keep the latter and drive out the farmer AD this means 
that this migratory bird>--the KoU Is not a visitor only In the "Vasanta 
ritu" I believe It resides, after once arriving In that “rltu" for at 
least four to six months And the story given above fits In with this 
view Where they go next we know not 

Hlnda Names 

By a rule of grammar when the names of a woman and her hus 
band have to be Joined, the womans name comes fimt and then the 
man’s — Seetha Ram, Parrathl Parameshwar Oourl RhnnVnr Tj>^hmi 
Narayan, Hma Shankar Jnnakl Ram and so on. But how about 
Radha Kriihua, Radha Is not known as one of the 8 wives of Krishna 
or Id COO goijlkas. Nowehere it Is agreed. Is she referred to except 
as a bhakthlni of great devotion and attachment. Her story lx not 
given In Bhngavs^ but occurs only In the Vlvarth Purin 

JanaU Beet 

Janakl Is all over India employed as a word typifying a TTlndn 
woman of devotion and purity In merrlQg* Invltaticms i "slokam" 
Is quoted which refers to the marrlkge of Jonaki (the daughter of 
Janaka MaharaJ) with 8rl Rama. Marriage songs (In Andhra) speak 
of our Janakl having Joined hands with Rama.) But I learn fes the 
first time there a sect caDed the “Janakl sect. There^ls nothing 
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■Striking in its existence ‘with its emphasis on the worship of Janaki 
even as the Roman Cathohcs ei?iphasize the worship of Mary But it 
is said that the followers of the Jinaki sect dress themse'ives as woihen ^ 
and dance in their rej^gious ecstasy and imitate the acts, habits and 
observances of a woman — ^mcluding the obseiwance of the “period’' 
One of oui wellknown Behar friends, it is said, belongs to this '•sect 

The Zamorm 

The Zamorm is a name to conjure with in Malabar MoKe re- 
■cently it has come mto prommence as that of the biggest landlord m 
the country, who is very orthodox and conseivative and has persist- 
ently opposed to removal of untouchabihty But what does the word 
mean’ I was not able to get at the meanmg in Malabar It is de- 
rived, I now learn, from the word “samunder” which the .Arabs pio- 
nounced as samorin and the Portuguese made it zamoni — Zamorm, 
the Lord of the coastal area 


Salutation 

Forms of salutation vary with the country The English people 
wish each other ‘good mornmg’ and ‘goo4 evemng, ‘good afternoon' 
and ‘good night’, Good day and Good bye though we in India find it 
hard to use these appropriately any more than we can use Breakfast, 
Bunch, TiflQn or Tea and Dinner and Supper The meie removal of 
the hat on the head, the touching of it, the nodding of the head, 
the raismg of the hand to the temple m the military or semi-nuli- 
tary style, — all these have their parodies in India amongst those 
who follow the English manners, — ^up to the point of the elderly 
people raismg both hands and approximatmg them to the forehead 
on either %ide Some people bow their heads The Mussalmans’ 
greeting is by no means of the stiff and unbendmg western style 
They bend their back ever so shghtly at least and them head equallj’ 
m carrymg their fingers to the forehead — not the temple as m the 
correct British fashion This is called ‘Adab baja lana’ There are 
■two other ways, m pro^essively more respectful style — the ‘Koornish’ 
which consists m half bendmg the small of the back and the “Phaa- 
shi salam”, which consists m bendmg m full the small of the back 
so that the lingers touch the carpet or the floor (Pharsh) Then the 
person uses, so raismg his hand and with it touches his forehead 
In salutmg a Kmg or a Goverifor, people perform what is called 
‘Kadam bosi’ or ‘Takht bosi’ kissing the feet or thone as 
marks of allegiance I have seen the Moslem minister of Madras 
m his tour m the country^ holdmg the hands of the Moslem visitors 
and kissmg them on their ‘dorsum’ as mark of cordiality Amongst 
the Hmdus, both hands are placed m juxta position and are raised 
together to the leve5 of the chest Some, like the first premier of 
Orissa, bri6g the two hands in a sweep gathering the air in between 
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them fnlm either side and keep them In the position of ^salntatlon 
18 Inches from the chest. It Ipoks artistic undoubtedly In a 

»-^utch pai^ the dancing girls perform the salutation with their 
hnnfiK raised as usual, but moving the two ^nds Joined together 
up and down as they tom from the centre oi the audience to one 
side pt them and the other much like a revolving fan. Some people 
raise the approximated hand over their heads and rest them on the 
scalp while others take them to one shoulder or the other There U 
another form— loshtanga danda pranom which the followers of the 
■^Talalyiava sect In South India observe when meeting their elder* 
•on ceremonial occasions, on the eve of a Journey or on a return from 
it. In Bengal, this Is a common observance due from the Juniors to 
the seniors In the family and to distinguished elders apart from the 
si)eclaHty of the occaslou. It also obtains in Maharashtra. It con 
alsts In bending the whole body on the palms of the two hands and 
Testing It on the ground touching It at 8 points — the toes, the knees 
the abdomen, the chest, the forehead the elbows, the nose and the 
■eyes— the eight organs which make up the astha onga There is also 
described a ‘Dwadaaanga Pranom— in which 12 organs touch the 
ground. An abbreviated form Is the usual salutation In a bent pos- 
ture with the right hand touching both the feet and touching with 
that hand both one s own eyes— eo as to Imply that the dust of the 
ieet of the elders Is carried to the eyes of the youngers 

Addrcssliig 

ihls naturally takes us to the question of the different ways of 
addressing the elders. In Bengal In olden days, prior to the spread 
of education and even now In the villages ‘Mabgsaya Is the 

dorm of addressing elders, superiors, and landlords by tenants So 
It Is In Orissa too In Andhra the expression *ayya is used which 1* 
-the c or r u ption of Arya — the same that In Prakrit becomes AJJo. 
In TUmff Nadu ft fs Iyer or Swamf w/iife fn the fannada country ft 
Is T>evara In Bombay It Is Bheth 

Mans cnid^ to animah 

Some years ago In Calcutta, there was a boom for lizards' skins 
for export to Eugland where there was a craze amongst ladles for 
-them. They made a variety of article* with them, money purses, 
handbags, shoes and so on. Calcutta wdi the centn of the export 
trade and It was said that some men of the learned profession niade 
piles of money by exchanging the counter for the bar So many 
lizards were tilled In Bengal that It ’became a rage. They were hunt- 
■ed alike In houses and fields end the result was that rats Increased 
and began to devastate cultivated lands. Bub luckily the demand 
dor «>in» soon fell and normal conditions were restoi^ 
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o Unborn Kids 

This leads to another horroij prevalent sometime agQ It seems- 
the skins of unborn kids make ‘the finest and costliest IqathAr- ‘ 
Therefore, a nasty tnc^ was adopted of selling up dogs and ^ goats 
about to be confined The goats ran for their life and while beipg: 
pursued, delivered their young ones still-bom and the skins of these 
became an article of Trade 

Prickly pear and cochineal ^ 

Strange lesults follow unexpected phenomena Some onetf“m- 
troduced cochineal — a tiny white insect that flew into India and 
it has Mlled prickly pear from Cape to Mount People were glad that 
this mconquerable bush was at last killed, but whole streets and 
house compounds became mdistinguishable from one another and 
what was worse the rich vegetation — ^big trees, that grow in the pnckly 
pear hedges of compounds of houses, disappeared at once, the cool 
environment furnished by the hedge, having disappeared. One 
benefit of Nature is concurrent with one evil and vice versa 

Gambling on Ram 

Man derives more pleasures from the unknown than from the 
known Speculation is only another name for this circumlocutory 
statement Otherwise why should people have “satta” on cotton, 
betting at races and gambling on ram In Calcutta big business is 
driven by well-to-do merchants in betting on rain When it is a 
bit cloudy, people gather together in their cars round the residence 
of the particular person carrying on the business The bet varies 
from 1 to 9 to 1 to 15 and if the clouds don’t result in ram, the party 
pays Re 1 to the office but if there should be rain, the office pays 9" 
to 15 rupees to the better 


Our Visitors 

The Collector and the Civil Surgeon both Indians, it was said 
in Parhament, were our weekly visitors here m the Fort Dr Mer- 
chant is the Civil Surgeon As for the Collector, we have had three 
Mr Ghatke (Prov C Service) who was sent as Civil Recruftmg 
Officer and we were reading his recruiting speeches in the Press. 
His successor^ was Mr Patil— an ICS who after ^ few weeks was 
sent to Ratnagiri to make room for Mr Millard who has been -trans- 
ferred from Kliandesh — a hot district to Ahmednagar — a cool dis- 
trict Mr Millard has only two years to complete his service and. 
it is the'pri-vilege of such retiring officers to seek their own station 
Mr Millard knows Maharas'htra language and I raised m^ usual pomt 
that Anglo-Indians must select a provincial language hereafter as 
their mother tongue^ for obvious reasons — ^for political reasons to 
be plain — for, they are destmed to live and die in this country and: 

96 , 


C 


FEATHERS St STONES 


miT the people work In offices with a provincial language and 
of which th^ cannot remain Igno^mt. Then I said he might alter 
retiring interest himself In pouu!^ like late Sir H Gldney LMJS 
and become, who knows, a minister He laughed away the Idea per 
haps because he felt as I said, that jralltlcs Is aeroplane riding while 
service is ship sailing the farmer risky but exalted the latter safe 
but httmdrum 

Loitmt Namak Podn Is a common ex pre ss ion in Hlndustbonee 
ancf Mahirashtro. To put salt In ones lota or tumbler Is to bind 
one fo an oath — to do a certain thing Thus when Totes for elections 
are canvassed, this practice comes much into vogue 

Variations Of Languages 

Gender Is the crux of life— It Is the problem of the linguist. It 
is the despair of man till his last breath. In German as In French 
even the articles (definite and indefinite) have gender let alone 
adjectives and verbs. In Persian, there is no gender even for verts 
as in Malyalam. In Sanskrit, there are seven cases for nouns, but 
in German there are only four There is the dual number in Son 
skrit Arabic and Greek. In Telugu and Tamil and Kanarese nouns 
have gender but largely the distinction follows the meaning. In 
Telugu, the Sun Is masculine and the Moon feminine and Is not 
etymologleaL And the genders In Telugu are masculine and femi 
nine. In Hindi gender is the bugbear of the learner Why on earth 
'‘makan (bouse) Is masculine and *1cothl* feminine we cannot un 
derstand. Nor why ^hee panl *bathl dnhl are masculine though 
they end In “ee“ Above all why ‘Police Is feminine remains a mys- 
tery — even when they latbl-chorge and shoot * 

Vagaries of a Dt. Blaghtrate 

The Britisher In India as a civilian presents In some cases, vaga 
rier <st &a charecicf’ Oa« Dt, Is a certain prortoce 

had specialised in them He was sitting li^ bis office room which 
hod but one chair for himself On one occasion a talukodar paid 
him a visit and was only shown In. After greetings and a few words 
of enquiry it transpired that he was a talukadar and forthwith he 
apologised and ordered a ‘munda (a stool without a hack or side) 
for him to lit en. It was only nine Inches high ‘The poor man 
arrayed In aU bis pomp and glory bad to squat on it os if on the 
ground. Presently it was revealed In conversation that be was n 
titled aristocrat At once *Seebel called the Clhowkldar and ordered 
a bigger 'mxmda Later be leom^ that' be was a beltod Enlght-j-^ 
more apolo^es and a higher stool followed and the height ofi the 
stool grew step by step to such a degree that It became too high for 
him to reach. The last really was the othei >sxtreme u ccanpared 
with ‘the flrsti > 
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Shaving m Court 

One day the same officer noticed that some lawyers had come 
without a shave He sent for the ^barber and subjected ‘them to the 
ordeal m the court as<the saloon 

' The Madras Civilian ► 

In 1906-08, there was a civilian known as Mr Scott, ICS, Svho 
was then the Collector of Krishna District He had been an Assistant 
collector in Kurnool whose Collector was an elderly Muslim gentle- 
man One day, the officers were all gathered on the Railway station 
to receive the Governor who was due at the place by train '’Just 
on the eve of his arrival, the young Assistant Collector took a pair 
of scissors and cut along the whole length of the Collector’s long 
sherwani 

Kuchela or Krishna*^ 

One of the close kept secrets of the Working Committee is the 
econormc position of the members Few know about one another’s 
assets and habihties But wild rumours are sometimes and in some 
quarteis prevalent notably amongst some of the Communist friends 
about the fantastic wealth of some of the members There is a 
fiiend called Shankarrao Dev — Sometime President of the Maharash- 
tra PCC, one who had joined the ‘Satyagraha’ movement in 1919 
and gave up his Law studies He has been a bachelor and has run an 
Ashram He has been a member of the Working Committee since 
the Faizpur session of the Congress in 1937 (December) He goes 
baresark and grows a small beard so as to avoid attention to the 
daily toUet He is greatly respected m his provmce and is a well- 
known Congress leader In Orissa, the term Dev is a suffix taken 
by wealthy* prmces and zamindars The Maharaja of Jeypore m 
Orissa (an estate whose income is 40 lakhs a year) is named Vikrama 
Dev Varma So Shankarao Dev was taken by some of the Orissa 
Com m u ni sts as a wealthy prince of Maharashtra! It is Shankarao 
Dev’s misfortune to be misrepresented at one end by Sir Md Oosman 
as having made a violent speech and at the other end as being 
enormously wealthy by the Communists Has ever a Kuchela been 
mistaken for a Krishna thuswise? 

Visit and Return Visit 

For anylfody to think of the younger days and the activities 
therem is an amusing experience When Jawaharl&l returned fiom 
England and set up practice as ^ Barrister at Law, he was advised 
to call on the Commissioner in Allahabad In those days (1912) 
when the UP was known as the NW Province of Agra and Oudh, 
when the provincial head ‘was Qnly a Lieutenant Governor without 
an Executive Council (the Executive Council was att&,ched to the 
Governor only from ^1921) the Commissioner who was the head of 
the largest cffi vision in the Province wtis ' considered next in irnport- 
ance only to the Lt (^vemor And when the courtesies were duly 
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rendered, the Lt. Ooremor retvmed the Tlelt to Jawnh&rlal and 
expressly t($Id him T am come to yon— not your father who had 

never called on mel 

• 

Uotnaljee and hts bedding 

•Motllaljec was a big made man, big in stature big in moustache 
big In Intellect, big In heart, big in learning ontlook and Ideal big 
In purse, style and status. The Qoremors knew all this. Unfortu- 
nate^ once the aforesaid Commissioner and MotHalJee happened 
to bo travelling together one night in the same compartment, and 
MotOalJee had his bedding spread and made himself comfortable 
and retired, bnt the Commissioner did not mtke bis bed or stretch 
hhniwif. They did not exchange a word though they perhaps knew 
by face one another Sometime after the Commissioner narrated to 
a third party all that had happened and explained how he had not 
the hea^ after seeing the magnificent bedding of MotPalJee to 
oi>en out his poor bedding and so remained sitting and half reclin- 
ing over his bxmdled Mtferl 


The Warder and hU jargon 

One day the Warder (convict warder) os we can them In South 
India and they In UT* came to me and asked me to take count of 
the fruit from the bazaar as the friend usually In charge was not 
there In his room— adjacent to mine “Twenty three oranges— one 
taken by Tukaram (sepoy or warder) Tomatoes six, lemons twelve— 
total thirty nine.'’ His cry sudden and stylish reminded me of the 
night watcher and convict warder's cries in the jails and I asked 
htm to repeat some of these. He Is a QuJaraU who had been In 
SabarmaU, and Yeravda Jails and who was sent to us at\he Ahmed 
nagor Fort to supervise the convicts and help the detenus. He song 
regarding '‘SabarmaU*' jail os follows 


Central jaU 
bavan chakki 
thaln rate 
Dharl pat pakdo 
Ohalo file 
£k sow Kaldl 
Total 

Bormbar sab 
Hath kadi barmbar 
Lai topee— teen 


Kaldl 

Hath kadi barabar 
Bengal 

Paxihas IrnlfH, 
Ekavan Tbala, 

9 Bathl, 

Darwasa, khltlkl. 

Sab barabar 

Bind 


In one of the Bind jails, there are thirteen male warders and 
one female warder The chief warder In giving the count to the 
jailor said. 
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Thera mard \ /Total Chowda 

Ek aurath J /He was duly cdrrected ^ ^ 

0 Timur or Tamariane 

We are reading the history of Timur m Urdu He flourished dn 
the early part of the fourteenth century and startmg with nothing 
he built up a big empire, and his exploits m India and Delhi are 
well known The Historian speaks of the water-clocks that he had, 
lead pipes used for conveyance of water and dancing goats, whfle 
he carried his milk and wine in the hollow of the goat’s horns during 
his journeys 

Vicarious Punishment 

We have some very flne proverbs to show how people ur objects 
suffer by association The wooden handle of the Smith’s hammer 
suffers by its attachment to the iron head thereof 

The Bug and the Leech 

The bug envied the leech that sucks away the blood of man It 
too began its exploits with the latter’s permission but while the leech 
sucked blood quietly, the bug caused pain — the person searches for the 
offendmg creature, (the humbug that really it is, flees) and the poor 
leech is discovered and killed 

Likewise a cat approached a Kite’s nest and was forthwith pounc- 
ed upon but reassured the kite that it is harmless So it continued 
until the eggs were laid And it consumed them one by one and when 
the kite protested, it consumed the kite as well 

How To Lessen The Ass’s Load 

This is an intriguing problem We have all known the story of 
the old man and his son carrying the ass instead of the ass carrying 
the old father or the young son Both were tried and both were 
jeered at and m trymg to please aU they pleased none But this is 
not the story which was mtended to be narrated The Maharaja bf 
Bikaner, we are told, has appointed a committee to investigate the 
causes of poverty amongst his beloved people That reminds one of 
the story of h person who was ridmg an ass and gomg uphill The 
ass was almost coUapsmg under the strain Therf he removed his 
turban, later his shoes and coat 5nd handed them to his valet But 
‘why do you do all this?’ asked the ass and the reply came forth- 
with, “to lighten your burden ” "Then why not yourself get off my 
back?” sai& the wise ass ‘ t 

t 

Tlie Elephant Never Forgets 

No, neijer A taifor was daily giving a httle gud (jaggery) to a 
certain elephant passing by his shop The animal ever so grateful, 
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would dally pause at the shop atretch out Its trunk and grope lor 
the lump of gud One day the tailor had not the usual lump and so 
tiled to send away the Tlsltor by s^oUng and coaTlng by talks and 
signs but be would not listen so the tailor gave a gentle prick on the 
tender edge of the trunk with hts needle ^e elephant was dally 
waV^hlng the tailor pass his stables. One day when the nnlmal re- 
turned from the tank as usual, it spotted the tailor and lifting the 
trunk sprayed the nsuddy water ^jeclaUy brought from the tank os 

the tailor^ face. 

• 

• Bat not a Joke 

That was only a Joke and the elephant must bo congratulated 'm 
his sense of humour In Canjeeraram another story Is norruted of 
a temple elephant to which on procession days, the pilgrims In the 
cro wd offer fruit, cocoonut. Jaggery and so on and the nnlmal takes 
them an and enjoys the feed. One day a boy gare a ball of thorns and 
poor thhig took It and must have s^ered. Next day amidst hun- 
dreds of people It picked up the boy lifted him with his trunk, placed 
him under its foot and tore him in twain. The camel Is reputed to be 
eten more vindictive while the cobra s vendetta Imowi no bounds of 
space or time 

British Engineers and EnglneertDg 

The British are very proud of their engineering achievements. 
Their tube railways to London an a grand affair But are they 
grander than the huge drains built by the Romans when Britain was 
under them? They are proud of the Suez Canal but really only of 
thehr shares in the concern — not of the engineering skin which goes 
to the credit of Lessep, a French Engineer Can they s^ow anything 
akin to the Pyramids or the sphinx, the caves of AJanta with Its fres- 
coes, the Kallas temple of Ellora. the rock cut cave temples of Ele- 
phanta, the stupas and torans of Banchl and Bhilsa the Masoleum 
o/ JffTFsJ £>/ fiatebptsj" SSkrt, Ag!s .and J V-tbJ , 

the Ashoka Pillars, the Rntab Mlnar the Jun^ Man tar at Delhi, Jai- 
pur and UJJaln, fPiRUmnr gardens of Lahore, the Qolden Temple 
of Amritsar the Ebajrao temple of UP., the Bhuvaneahwar temple ami 
Kanrak temples of Orissa, those artistic Jewels In Mysore — the temples 
of Hallbede and Belur the monuments of grandeur embodied In s^e 
and mortar In the temples of Ttmjore Madura, Shrlrangara, Obldam 
boram and Trivandrum the Guabod i Larja (Shaking Towers) at 
Ahmedabsd whose twq towers shake both through a range of 0 Inches 
on thumping from Inside or the Uatnar i Jeaji which are Inclined 
pillars buQt by Muslim Engineers of old of the Hammams*at Fatehpur 
Slkrl and o{jpo6Le the Agra Port, the latter built by Ollonl. which 
were troughs of water heated by a lamp which Is self feeding ami 
never extinguished. 
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' r British Vandalism « 

To probe the mysteries of ^these lamps and those^ turrets of 
Ahmedabad, British Engineers, unbuilt one of the towers £(nd found no < 
Atlantis nor Adiseshu, ^no talisman nor taioez underneath but on 
replacmg the stones found that tower no longer a guiribud-i-larza 
(shaking) Luckily the other one Is Intact But a sunilar investiga- 
tion has thrown out of gear the two Hammams (Baths ) British en- 
gineermg skill is best seen m the Central Secretariat at Delhi where 
the tiles of the ceiling fell upon the head of Sir Basil Blackett, the 
Pmance Member (1926-1927) and taking it for granted that pther 
tiles would fall, a wire net cover for the ceiling was advised' 

' What Is There In a Name? 

It IS usual for Indians to adopt the names of the elements and 
their mythological progeny, the ancient heroes, martyrs and saints 
and yet most of the names do not prove to be Sarthak namas — names 
fulfilling m the person’s character their meaning There is a fine 
proverb m tliis behalf which runs thus 

Amamath Mar gaya, Lakshmi Gobar bechti, Dhanpal bheekh 

raangta hal, Mera nam Tantanpal — ^Bechara 

The man who bore the name of Amara (imdying) died The 
woman bearing the name of Lakshmi— the goddess of wealth— is sell- 
ing cowdung, the person bearing the name Dhanpal (Lord of Wealth) 

IS beggmg but my name, says one, is Tantanpal Poor fellow he has 
nothing to gam or to lose by his name 

Emigration 

India h^ a coastal length of 4,800 miles and an area of 18 lakhs 
of squaie miles and now (1943) a population of 389 millions And 
India was once a great shipping country Conditions therefore are 
quite favourable to emigration Gujarat is a great field of recruitment 
This was known in the days of contemplated (but abandoned) mass 
Civil Disobedience of 192^ when it was said that the Gujaratis who had 
been in South Africa Imew what the movement was and therefore 
Gandhi wanted to try it in the Ananda and Bardoli Tahsils and wanted 
India to infuse her spirit and strength into him From Gujarat, 
people were gnmg to South Africa After the World War No 1, they 
began migratmg to East Africa It is strange that tne I^Iaharashtras 
ate not given to emigration The Bengalees, Uriyas and Andhras mi- 
grated m large numbers to Burma, besides Africa, while the Tamils 
and Malayalis migrated in addition to Malaya, Singapore and Ceylon 

Consanguiiiary Marriages t 

The marriage customs of many countries differ rather widely one 
from another In Sou'ch India and m a small measure in Maharashtra, 
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marrylM a toatala kanya — maternil undea datighter Is either not 
objecfw to or at places considered commefcdable In certain castes. 
It Is obllgDtyry Marrying a slstcr’.s daughter Is not unknown toa 
Ertxcine wealth and extreme poverty tends to encourage the latter 
fo that they may conserre property or not suiter In society from want 
o> it Amongst the Pharoahs of Egypt, there was tbo custom of 
brother marrying sister and in 'Bagh-O-Bahar' or Char Dervish 
the story is told of how a Elng^ daughter ran away from home In 
order to escape the attentions of the brother and the father What 
wao permissible to Abraham and Brahma and amongst the Fhorooha 
has t>een repugnant to later generations. 

The Seasons 

The weather of Ahmednagar Fort la marvellous. It cooled down 
early in Jane while the clouds began to lower even from the 20th May 
We have never touched a higher tempemture than 106*P In June 
and July we have had more than 16 Inches of rain out of an average 
of 21 Inches. But lost year the rainfall touched 30 inches and this 
year unless the clerk of the weather proves treacheroos. It may keep 
pace with last year's measure Now the weather Is a familiar subject 
to an of us— the opening topic of conversation In an convivial gather- 
ings and this had led to the naming of the RUtts. What was my but 
prise when I learnt that In Bengal the year opens with Oreejftma 
rtitt. No doubt, their year Is solar and there Is generally a dlfferenco 
of two or three weeks in the inauguration of their new year and the 
lunar new year 'The latter begins with Veuanta RUu But to both 
the provinces are common the 6 rtfusr— Vasanta, Oreeshma, Varsha 
Sbarad, Bemanta. and Shishtni Only the commencement and the 
ending vary 

Those T«X) Blndhl Orderlies! 

In an ordinary murder cose the convict who has escaped hanging 
gets life sentence which means ftatutorOy 30 srears out o' which 6 
years are cut off on account of Queen Victoria i grace for ah. So 
a life sentence except in the case of treasdn means 14 years Out 
of this ordinarily a courlct gets a remlsslcm of 4 days a month or 43 
days a year on the whole Le 14 x 45 days of remission minus the 
months of entry and of exist Le minus 6 days Le 672- -8 _= 604 days or 
22 months roughly 2 years, Ihere remain 12 years. But a life con- 
vict or even a long tem prisoner pt 4 years and over is made after a 
year and halt a malstry when be gets an extra day a month and after 
another year a convict overseer with extra two days a month and after 
another year or 8 months, a convict warder with extra four days in 
the year ii other words, be getf as malstry 12 days extra over I 
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year, as overseer 24 days oyer 1 year and for over seven or eight years, 
another 7 x 12 x 4 days or 12 plus 24 plus 336 = 372 This being de- 
ducted from 12 years, the average,, term reduces Itself tq,'netwcen JO 
and 11 years There is also the system of selection of prisoners by 
a Board composed of IG, District Judge and Supeiintcndent In well 
behaved cases undei which people get off after serving 2/3rd of the 
original term of 14 years. Now in the Poona (Yetav/ada) Prison, 
there were two Sindhl prisoners who rose to the position of convict 
warders m which position, they are generally given responsible and 
light duties as orderlies to the Superintendent and the jailor or 2ept 
in charge of Provision Stores and so on Tlic two Sindhl convict^ be- 
came the orderlies of the Superintendent who was in the habit of 
changmg his dress in the course of the day and kept them in his 
office — one in which he enters and goes out, one for Monday's inspec- 
tion and one for the rounds The office is situated upstairs in the 
central tower sensed by a wooden stair case Generally, there are two 
such stair cases — one for the Superintendent and the ether for the 
rest Every day, the Superintendent’s arrival and exist, was marked 
by the characteristic sound of his footsteps on the stairs One even- 
ing, he didn t turn up but few people would notice when and whether 
he came It is taken for granted that he would or did attend in the 
evenings When the Supeiintendent enters the Jail, the guard at 
the mam gate presents arms, the convict warder on duty opens the 
gate and admits him and closes it after him, then he walks cn to 
the inner gate when the convict- warder on duty opens the inner 
gate and closes it on him and then he walks on to the office situated in 
what is called the tower — an octagonal building — each facet facing 
one of the eight blocks built in 8 octants of the circle That is the 
structure of j^he jail The blocks are surrounded by an inner circular 
road, parallel to which the high walls of the jail run lound That 
particular evening referred to, the ‘Superintendent’ as usual left in his 
outgoing dress and the orderly got down the Supeilntendent’s stair 
case with the customary sound of the footsteps, walked straight to the 
iimer gate, the convict warder on duty opened it, walked along the 
comdor between the two gates accompanied by liis orderly, the gate- 
keeper Salaamed him, the convict warder on duty at the outer gate 
opened it, the^ard gave the salute and away walked the two blokes 
and they disappeared for six years 'The reader would be puzzled as 
to how the ‘Superintendent’ and h.s orderly became the two Slndhi 
prisoners who escaped The fact was they dressed themselves in the 
two dresses of the suprintendent left in the office. Imitated his gait, 
wore his ha^, took his canes and walked out No one suspected them 
and they were re-arrested only after six years when once again they 

were assigned to them place of honour and were running the jail as 
< < 
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imiaL fact Is that the jalU In India tujt ran not by the Sapertn- 
tendent or the Jailor or the Wordcra, bat by the convict wardcaa. 
Vften the •uoUUcalj went again Jcp the Jail, they foond these two 
jlndhls right enough and when the new Superintendent who hod not 
aiown the story was told it all, he sold that without them the 
edls simply would not run 

Beedlet 

The one big trade that goes on in the Jails Is the BeedU trade 
M eourse other articles get In too. But a convict would easily part 
rtth*hls bolus of rice— some 16 ox. In weight for a cigarette or beedi 
Ind how do these get In? Generally through the warders who throw 
mndlea of these overnight over the high Jail walls and are picked up 
jy the convict warders and sold Inside. The money is negotiated out- 
Ide through the convicts relations and the convict gets 3/4th of the 
imount In kind which again gives additional profits to the warder 
7ho arranges the whole affair But where are these bundles stored? 
tnywhere in a Jail of 60 acres inner compound with Provisions, Stores 
Carpet Manufacturing rooms Workshops, Tailoring shops, armour 
-ooms and what not. But In the particular ease cited o{ the Blndhl 
sonvlct warders, they were In the least suspected place One day 
vfaen one of our politicals went to the tower and asked the Supcrln 
indent where the beedles would be be answered anywhere but what 
vas his surprise when the political pulled out the bottom drawerx of 
ils (Superintendents) tables and showed him the stocksi That Is a 
an. 

Sulphonamlde and ffepeJo 

Now a-dayi the laity knows much more medicine— much more 
not of classical medicine but the modem Journalistic ndvertlsement 
medicines than the qualified doctor who becomes soon superannuated, 
while the perpetual patient Is always up to date always on a level 
with the age. WelU we have been hearing, for the laat Icrar or five 
years a good deal obout sulphonximlde and Its several compounds 
They are administered invariably In vtrlous coccal infections. 
Coccol are dot-Uke microbes arranged singly In twos or groups They 
are gonococcus diplococcos Pneumococau. Meningococcus itopta 
coccus staphylococcus and 00 on. Any condition associated with 
sepsis and pus formation is a coccal affection and gets a preparation 
of BUlphonamlde. One day a frlfnd sold he had gone to the Civil 
Hospital of his place and the Civil Surgeon was prescribing almost for 
every condition tablets of sulphonamlde compounds one or another 
Recently when Churchill got Pneumonia, Ae was. It was said, treated 
by one of these new preparations.* However these ore days of new 
spedfles and the same medicine lor all complaints is a tempting pro- 
position and recalls what In tradition we have ^eard of the universal 
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panacea, such a panacea is possessed by an'Indian doctor unac^quaint- 
ed with Allopathy or Homeopathy hut an eiqpert in his own line It 
IS Nepalo, which is the coinmon<-:i^ame from the corton^plan which 
grows in abundance in towns and villages and serves as a hedge of 
large compounds from which croton oil — a drastic purgative is pre- 
pared This is generally given in cases of apoplexy, sudden paralysis 
to give relief by strong purgmg This particular doctor has come to 
repose his full faith in the croton oil pills for all complaints He 
always prescribes two of them at a time. 

(i) Nepalo and the Ass ' 

An old woman who maintained an ass and used the animal for 
fetching some special clay from afar which she was selling to the 
potter for a couple of annas — ^her sole source of maintenance — lost 
the creature and searched everjnvhere but could not find it She 
was advised to go to this doctor who forthwith prescribed his two 
piUs They purged her drastically and she had to go to the outskirts 
of the village each time and In one of her rounds found her ass The 
doctor’s reputation went up for he was not merely a body doctor but 
a umversal doctor and was much sought after 

(ii) The King and Queen and Nepalo 

There was the king of the place who for some reason had aban- 
doned his queen and married another wife' For the former, he built 
a separate palace outside the town and ceased to pay attentions to 
her One day the queen fell ill on acount of her loneliness and sent 
for our doctor to whom she narrated her miseries and the King’s 
waywardness The doctor, of course, prescribed his two pills The 
poor queen purged severely and was on the , point of collapse The 
doctor was sent for again and he prescribed for her a drink of cold 
water kept in a new pot and she recovered That day the King went 
out a huntmg The day was hot He got exhausted There was no 
water anywhere and he made his way homeward But, on the way 
he stopped at his queen’s place being imable to bear his thirst and 
asked for water The bearer gave a glass of the cold water from the 
new pot and the Bdng was mightily pleased and asked j the bearer 
how he got such cold water He said that that was the water the 
queen always ^drank and the Kin g changed his mind and went in 
and 3omed hands with the queen who must be feeling ever so happy, 
through this life-givmg cold water i i 

(iii) Invasion and Nepalo 

The third of the series^is perhaps not so dignified The King 
while thus restored to Ifis first wife apjprehended a siege l)y an enemy 
The remedy to such a desperate situation was not; easy to discover 
and aU people advised, resort to the same doctor to whose treatment 
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of blj 'f^e he- owed his restoration to her He was dnly tent for And 
down came he with his classical prescription — that universal panacea 
fc^ all nis-^hether they be the straying ass or the abandoned queen 
or-CTen the threatened Invasion. Tfie doctor asked for a huge quantity 
of Nepalo the croton from which he extracted the oQ which he ad- 
nitolstered to every man, woman and chllcL The next day when the 
enetny approached the city the ontskirta were so abominable that he 
retired with his army ot^d of the vast number of population that 
must be Inhabiting the place 

f The Dervish and the Palak 

Now a-days Vitamins have become the bobby of every health 
seeker the fad of every doctor To munch the salads before or with 
meal has become a fashion. These are no more than some of our 
leafy vegetables,— Thotakura (Telugu) Keeral (Tamil) PaliJ: (North- 
Indian) A woman was once upon a time selling these every morn- 
ing with the cry of Palak, Soya, Ohooksu A Dervish nearby beard It 
pnd fainted and on being restored to consciousness said that his senses 
were overpowered when he heard the cry Palak (Protector) Soya 
(slept away) and Ohooka (missed) 

A Proverb RUsused 

Very often we quote the saying (*Valdyo Narayano Harlh’*) as 
meaning that the doctor Is Ood. But from the full sUoka the mean- 
ing appears to be different. 

*‘Aushadham Koshta Charam pha , 

Valdyo Narayano Harih” 

makes It appear that the medicine Is only a burden of wood (sticks) 
Ood Is the only doctor « 

Medical Begtstratlon 

In Bombay during the days of the Clongress Ministry Dr Ollder 
proposed a bin lor Medical R^gittratioru The Indian doctors of Indl 
genous medicine did not relish it and coined corse In a couplet 
Materia XTprt!ra u bara vafa 
Baml San] Khaye Bube Jafo. 

Two Sparrows 

Mr and Mrs. Sparrow constantly visit our rooms. They are 
audacious creatures pecking at the walls and their Junction with the 
-celling and pelting us with small rounded lumps of dried up mortar 
from time to Urn? Thus, they make an iJcove — a nest foi their young 
onc»-to be bom, the eggs to be lal2L, They come to our tables pertsh 
themselves on the hanging electric lamps, they chirp for a while 
talk to each other from near or can each other from afar draw nearer 
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and the male pecks on thp head of the female and resumes his place 
by hei side They scratch their backs and bellies and sharpen their 
beaks and ‘do not forget to leavd- ^heir visiting cards’ as .Toiler woijld 
say in his letters from Prison, “which are respectfully received by our 
books, our tables or sofiietimes our drmking vessels'” • 

u 

Assaying 

Few people must be acquainted with the details of this branch of 
Government of India administration It relates to the mint All 
coins are assayed or tested before issue The amalgam for the rupee 
and the sovereign for the small coin must be passed before the coin is 
made current A com is punched at the centre and the punched piece 
is tested There are several tests — the Sp gravity test and the 
chemical test are two of them In a rupee which weighs 180 grs. the 
proportion of silvier must be 91 6 parts out of 100 Fifty odd coins from 
out of a lot of a lakh of rupees, are thus tested and if the test yields 
results as aforesaid, they are passed out Else they are melted A 
margin of 2 per cent is allowed 

Small Coin 

A nickel anna piece weighs 60 grs 

2-anna piece weighs 90 grs 

8-anna piece weighs 120 grs 

Why then a clever goldsmith not melt two pieces of one anna 
each and make a half rupee? They did and that is how the nickel 
half rupee was withdrawn But still three pieces of an anna each 
may be melted and recast into two pieces of two annas each 3 x 60 
= 2 X 90 :^ut the game is not worth the candle and so the 2 anna 
nickel piece was kept 

Mussulman Marriages 

The communities in India know so little of each other’s social 
customs Akbar summoned the Pandits and Maulvls and not only 
tried to evolve a Commoh Faith but also strove to assimilate the social 
manners and customs A Muslim marriage is very much fixed up 
after the manner of the Hindu weddmg Only the bndegroom's party 
in the one gops m search of the bride Amongst the Hindus, both 
the systems are prevalent though generally the bride’s party goes in 
quest of the bridegroom Well-wi^'hers of families bring news of a 
bride and the hint is taken and the bride’s party is sounded whether 
it is willing to consider a proposal If agreeable, then inquiries are 
made about the family history, social ^ position and personal attain- 
ments of the bride If these are 'satisfactory, the gioonfs sister and 
mother see the bride Then if all is well, the groom is invited to the 
bride’s house to show himself and the bride’s mother manages to catch 
in« ' ‘ 



FEATHERS tt STONES 


a glimpse of the gr o om through eome crerice In a door or from be* 
hipd the pfi^dah, tmseen. Then optcs tho stage of fixing the XlaJiar 
—the Dahez and the Rosotn, Thereafter festlvltlci and celebrations 
come In. After the nfA^ the bride Is sent* for a few days to the 
gfooms and brought back and kept with the mother for months then 
finally sent. When she Is carrying almost etcry month has a cele- 
bration till the delivery time arrives. 

^When the marriage is nwi cp the bride Is mode to observe a 
partjcnlor ceremony In which she closes her eyes for weeks. It may 
be for months, before the wedding and li not supposed to sec any 
single human being. But this Is going out of vogue though with the 
lower middle and the poor it surrires. 

Late Sir Prabhashankar Fattanl 

Late Sir Prabhashankar Pattonl was a magnificent personality 
White was his choren cokmr white was his dress, white was the colour 
of his flowing beard. White was the complexion of his skin He was 
a venerable old sage like gentleman when he died at the full ripe 
age of four score and over He was anxious to spend some time with 
Bapa during the Harlpura Session 1938 (February) and asked for a 
landing ground for his aeroplane Vallobhbhal mode It ready Sir 
Pattonl's ecretory came and Inspected tho site and made the rest 
of the arrangements. He Just wanted to see Oandhl before returning 
and when he met him, the latter at once turned down the proposal 
for more than one reason— tho severe winter and Sir Pattonl a old ogo 
would go in together he thought He gave a letter to that effect to 
the secretary who returned and banded It to Sir PattanL The latter 
felt glad of the advice accepted It, ncknowledgtfd the ^tter and re- 
plied to it and before It reached QandhL. a telegram had brought him 
the news of his death. 

The Klngh Birthday 

One day a European professor was working away at his Science 
Laboratory in tho hot sun of June and a blg> officer rame to meet him 
and greeted him with the words — X>hl you arc working on a hoU 
day 'What holiday* was the 'Wstful enquiry which elicited the ready 
answer “King's birthday!” "King's blrthda;^ It is not a holiday in 
England. At best the schools are closed for three or four hours but 
we ijrofessors do work away for wo are worth!" 

9-8 13 

The year has passed. A new year begins today AH th^ twelve of us 
are gettlnp on. but come of os none too wen. Vallabhbhal's trouble 
causes growing anxiety Dr Syed Mahmoodh health has ofi along 
been below par ^f All has been 111 off and^n and Just now he bos 
emerged from a mfid attack of ’Flu. Narendra Deo has ^annpleted the 
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year like the rest of us, but it is obvious this climalo has not suited 
him. and his asthmatic trouble kf has spent the vear frying ill and , 
reco\ering Maulana has led a life of severe self-restraint v/ith me- 
mories of never fading *bereavement Pantjee has towered high over 
his ailments and conquered them through his sheer will to be we'il 
ShankeiTao might have been healthier and happier for all his brawn 
and build, Prafulla has simply kept all trouble at a distance by his 
scientific knowledge and practice Mehtab Is afraid of relapsing to 
his old weight and is hard put to It to keep it down Kripalani has 
fought his complaints day and night and kept them at bay Jawahar, 
one rejoices to note, has had no disturbance We have all spent the 
time joyfully, reading and writing, arguing and discussing, occa- 
sionally growmg vehement and invariably calming down forthwith 

The Male Pregnant 

We have known a sexless state such as that of the amoeba, which 
simply reproduces by fission We know also reproduction by budding 
as in the plantain We know the male and the female elements in the 
flowers — both sexes in one — but the male elements have to be carried 
by the birds or the winds and deposited on the female elements of 
other similar flowers in order to produce fruiting and seed formation 
In the anunal world though hermaphrodites are known, yet the rule 
IS sexual differentiation in which the female conceives and bears the 
burden of bringmg up the progeny In birds, we see how devoted the 
parents are to the young ones till they take to their wings In the 
frogs, there is a variety in which the female frog lays its eggs in a 
pouch m the male frog’s abdomen and the eggs develop thereafter in 
the male In the marine world, there is a creature called the seahorse 
It is really a' sea fish with a head like that of a horse and a tail — 
prehensile like a monkey It is a vertebrate but has a second ex- 
ternal skeleton which is bony plated It is called Hippocampus When 
we dissected the human brain in our anatomical theatres, we came 
across hippocampus major and hippocampus minor but little knew 
that the hippocampus was a sea fish with a horse’s nead and a mon- 
key’s tail The reproductive point about these wonderful creatures is 
described in an issue of Life (U SJl ) "Their courtship is an elaborate 
affair in which male and the female swim in the vertical posture in 
delicate circles round each other It is not the riiother that has 
babies, the father has them The fomale forms the eggs in the usual 
female fashion Then after a courtship, she deposits the eggs in the 
males eggs pouch The male carries the eggs around for 45 days, 
growing more and more undomfoi^table all the time He spends the 
last few days of his pregnancy by proxy bumping his sv/bllen pouch 
against objects in an attempt to hurry his children on their way 
Finally about 200 sea 'horses emerge leaving the male exhausted by 

^ ordeal of his fatherhood 
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*' Imperla! BUchter 

When ii9rd Cnnon waa the vyriroy ona of the Secretarlea nmg 
up the Vlceroy'i Private Secretary and aaked Mm whether the Impe 
rial Ulighler was there *ycs* came the answer Imperial blighter 
said Lord Cinron who happened to be at the 'phone himself 

Imperial Botmder 

Another version of the story by one who heard It at the time when 
he was quite young Is that one of the Alde^e-camps of Lord Curzon 
'-^ilmself a young scion of the family of an Earl~(note that one of 
Iiord Wavelli Alde-de-Camp Is an Earl— Eaii Enston) entered a hnu 
and asked his fellow aide-de-camp *TVhere Is the Imperial Bounder'' 
Lord CTunon who was sitting In a comer came up to the young man 
■and said — ^"My dear fellow you had better pack up home at once" 
I must say I like the former story better but the latter looks truer 

The Sword of Honoiir 

It may be remembered that Mr OhurchfD (on behalf of the King 
of Britain) has presented a sword of honour to M. Stalin This sword 
wu made by one Tom Beasly 80 j^ara old whose family had been 
making swords for the past 250 years. The Interest of the sword of 
honour Is that It Is handmade In Sheffield which requires careful 
tempering Against a human body It beheads It Against a piece of 
wood. It rings like tuning fork. It bends itself double and springs back 
astralght It U a real sword no less than a ceremonial weapon. 

noose of Commons 

An oblong shape and orer-crowdlog at Important sittings are In- 
separable fr o m Stain's House of Commons accorjUng to Mr 
OhurchnL The chamber de st royed by Ger man bombs had seating 
space for 5S8 member below and 82 la the galleries and this for a 
House numbering 015 Mr ChurchlH proposes to rebuild the House of 
Ojtnmons fu fCs oM fhondatfons. the original Houses of 

llament were about to bo built William IV offered Buckingham Palace 
and the Green Park as a site. But there was opposition to leaving the 
river side the Diike of Wellington maintained that the Houses should 
be so situated that they could not be -encircled by a mob and that 
the Thames was "a wall of defence” It was In 1837 that Sir Charles 
Barry began work on the Houses of Parliament In 1847 the House 
of Lords woe ready for occupatloii In 1850 the Taithful Cconmons" 
held a trial sitting The entire structure was completed by 1867 
Mr Churchill will most probably employ TilltB* tactics to finish the 
new-old chamber within his life time. * * 

TQiree* 

Some figures afe auiplcllous and some Inausplclolis. Thirteen Is 
so tfiausplolous with OhrlJtlsns that they would not hitve 13 covers 
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at a dinner table, even as we do not have seven in India If there are 
seven to dine, then an eighth leaf ^ is spread and served extra Three 
IS our favourite number Brahma, Vishnu and Maheshwara constitute 
the Hmdu Trinity With the Muslims, it is ^ancUoan , — the Prophet, 
his wife, daughter, son-m-law and imcle The Hindu Tnnity otands 
for creator, preserver and destroyer Life’s processes are three ^d 
its activities also are generally three In the Printing Press, one forme 
is being composed, one is imposed and a third decomposed or distri- 
buted In the weaver’s home, one hand is being warped, one waip is 
bemg woven and one woven cloth is being sold In agriculture, you 
have three stages,-^sowmg, reaping and threshing In studies, you 
read, ponder and repeat In physiology, you have indigestion, diges- 
tion and egestion, feed, work and sleep In logical syllogism you have 
the major premise, minor premise and conclusion In a dialectic you 
have the thesis, the anti-thesis and the synthesis 

In correspondence you receive, write and despatch There are 
three seasons broadly. Summer, Rainy and Wmter, though, of course, 
some places have only two seasons, — the hot and the hotter The 
Hmdu recites the names of three ancestors m annual ceremomes — 
“Subrahmanyeswara, Kameswara, Narayaneswara Sarmanam”. 
Children always start then races with one, two, three ’The auction- 
eer dies, once, twice, thrice — going, going, gone A famihar form of 
country swearmg is by recitmg the words — ‘Mummatiki’ in Telugu 
(by all the three words or times) There are three times m the day 
— ^morning, noon, evening Medicine is generally administered three 
times a day The ‘t s ’ m prescriptions stand for ‘ter-in-die-sumande’ 
to be taken three times a day Sandhyavandan is performed thrice 
by the Hindu and orthodox Hmdus bathe thrice a day Children get 
three meals a day 

Nursery Song 
One, two, three. 

Mother caught a flee. 

Put it lii a Tea-pot, 

And made a cup of tea. 

One, two, three 

Cuckoo Again 

Today I have heard the cooina of the cuckoo once again It is 
hardly three months since the bird chose to grace the woods around 
us and sweeten the atmosphere with its sonorous calls beginning from 
before day J)reak For a fe^ days past, I have been hearing the soft 
voice^ ^not unlike that of a cuckoo’s young one, but friejads differ in 
the diagnosis It is still a mystery as to what happened to the young 
ones, that sprang from the eggs hatched by the crow It is said that 
the moment they begin to foo and not caw, they are himted out 
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b 7 the crows It most be fopposed that their destmctlro cooing la 
^nchronoop with their capacity to iJy Hot In the meantime where 
are the paAnt cockooe? Do they Beep watching till their sroong ones 
are able to take to their wings? The cuckoo is^dltlonally believed to 
be a vegetarian, feeding upon the tendrils of the mango in the 
sprl^ig. But how do the young ones get the tendrils when they 
just learn to fly and are driven otrt by their foster parents'* This is 
an a mystery of nature on which more light must be thrown 

Avoid Qoaml With The Big FoDu 
BAIA 80 KHYAL, BADA SO VIRODn 

aqochar nariku nai hasna 

KAHB KAVI GANG SUNO SHAH AKBAR 
AGOCHAR NEERME NAHI DHASNA 

not take counsel with the young or quarrel with the old Do 
e seeing an unknown woman nor dip Into unknown waters." 
So poet Gang to King Akbar Poet Gang and Jester Beerbol were 
the two great ornaments of wit In the Moghul Cour' 

Halal Qors and TUrUans 

Akbar's tours required elaborate preparations. It was a vast 
canvas city that they erected for him while on circuit -not a dhotal> 
khfljiB such as the western tents imply but tents made of cloth of 
variegated colours, printed and dyed, worked with floral designs, richly 
embroidered with gold and silver lace huge dewan kb anas, private 
apartments, bed rooms, apartments for ambassadors for Amirs and 
personal attacbees, serrants— male and female begums Ibadat 
KhuTiM (places of worship) oCDcers, — all with partlUoits, doorways 
and windows, upper stories, domes and domelets, skylights on plUars 
forty yards high held together by 14 ropes. Finally Sehat-Khanaa 
wftiift was (Sre nanrtf gfvun Ax jwdhhrmrr cc iaCriim amf 6!Eff sw i ax pur r 
or khakrah were called Halal Qors. Thus was the Harijan Move 
ment Inaugurated in the latter half of the l6th century Only they 
were called Halal Qors— not Harijans then 
Bag 1 Pardons 

This remlnd| me of a phrase In Ahmedabed where the refuse 
dung heap is called Bat/h i Fardous or the garden of Paradise This 
Is a long standing name in the annals and the records of the Muni 
clpallty But recently an unsuccessful attempt was made by some 
cealous Muslim Members to change the njyne , 

* The Kite and the Shaving Btmh 

The absence of children in our company is s 9 mewbat compensated 
for b^ the avlne pranks around us. A Ute has taken aifanoy for a 
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tooth brush with a white handle which was being dried in (the sun 
It has come very near the article thnce and while one should have 
allowed it to purloin the article (and be discomfited ooer its being ( 
inanimate — not an animate young one of a sparrow brand, economy 
was considered the beliter part of sport Even so, the poor 'fellow 
came once again and found not even a simulacrum of its hope(^ ior 
prey 1 

Elephant and Batten 

Akbar once asked Beerbal — ^hls Court Jester (who by the wayowas 
an Andhra) what would provide the best protection to one in time of 
danger “Wits, Jahan Panah,” said Beerbal 'Oh is it so’ said Akbar 
and he marched an elephant right against him Beerbal saw a kitten 
near by and takmg it m hand flung it against the elephant’s trunk 
and the mighty creature bolted 

“Kapada Utaro” (27— 10— ’43) 

While I was about to retire last night, I asked the attendant to 
lower the green curtam of the window — ‘Kapda Utaro’ This brought 
out the fact that m Gujarat when a person dies, the letter of intima- 
tion begins with the warning Kapda Utaro so that people going to 
office m full dress may not, on account of the poUution obser\’’ed by 
the recipient of the letter as the result of death, have to treat his well 
washea dresses polluted with him 

Misleading Telegrams 

A marwari went to a certain place and asked his clerk to wire 
home to send certain thmgs The Telegram ran as follows 

Babuji (A] mar gaye Badi Bahu ko Bhej do 

It was naturally interpreted as — 

Babuji died today Send the eldest daughter-in-law 

The telegram should have been — 

‘Babuji Ajmer Gaye<- Badi Bahi ko Bhej do’ ie, (Babuji went 
to Ajmere Send the Big Register (Account Book) 

‘C ID’ All Powerful 

In Bengal, the power of the CIX> is illustrated by the following 
, story A detenu was ill and wanted an mtemew with his relations 
when interviews were not being allowed There was a politician friend 
of the Cl D Inspector and it is usual for C IX> men to befriend poli- 
ticians an^ reveal some of their police secrets They are experts m 
giving an inch and taking an ell Once when the CJD approached 
his friend, the latter mentioned it to him that he might help the 
detenu Straightway, he went to his office with an application from 
the relations and got orders' passed allowing the interview pn the 
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appUcaticm which had only to bo shown at the Jail and the detena 
wonld have It. Fancy after the tntervlsw waa over the detenu re- 
, eelved formal orders on his application to Goremment that aoTem- 
ment were not prepared to grant the intervlm^l 

Ihe Biwitow On My Bead (81 — 10 — 48) 

^ThlB evening I was sitting In the open, watching the Badminton 
(ihuUie-coclc) game and heard the fiap];dng of the wings of a spar- 
row Just behiud me on the top of my chair I asked friends about it 
to vftrlfy the fact. Presently the sparrow flow forward 6 Inches and 
perohhd Itself on my head which was covered with a white cloth. 
Wm anyone teH me what this signtfles? 

The Yoting Sparrow On My Knee (i — 11 — 48) 

This noon when I was writing with my knees upraised and the 
legs CD a chair in front, suddenly a tender little thing flew on to my 
knee and surveying the place from this height for a few seconds went 
on to the next stage of its Journey according to plan. This Is another 
problem for the OmithologlsL 

People say that when the bird hama hovers over your head, yon 
become crowned. But I suppose the sparrow on the head Indicates a 
crown of thorns! 

Estimates of Oops 

The food problem In Bengal has Incidentally revealed a glaring 
defect in the village adminlstratlcm of the Province which along with 
Behar Is wboQy a Termanentty settled province. The Zemindar pays 
his Peshkux or tribute to OcTemmant and collects his rents from 
the cultivators There are no Patwarls Kamam.s (Kulkamls, 
mimcms, ahanbhogs) nor Patels Le vllJage MunsjfTs or Adhikarls. 
Accordingly in Bengal one cannot get exact or even a ppr o xim ate 
estimate of crops and harvests and this hsis become a serious defect 
now (September 1943) In the food famine of the Province. In South 
India even when the tenure Is one of permanent settlement, there are 
the Zemindarl Kamnm and the Government w^rnnm in the same 
village so that their respective Intereats might be safeguarded. 

CJookeiy 

A year^ Jail Afe Is enough to make proficients of prisoners tu any 
art for which they have an aptitude^-and easily for cooMng. If in addi- 
tion, the supplies are not grudging the critics are not fastidious, and 
control none then cooking is bound to fye weD- If on tap of 
this, you have not one nor two nor 4hree but four books as we have 
on cooking — Sne In Gujarati, one In Urdu, two in gn gU«>T, then 
who is to blame If you dont get on welL While, engaged in prepara- 
tions we used to wonder how Nala when he became a^dwarf and 
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Bheema in his incognito dife at the court of King Virata, became ex- 
cellent cooks Now a year’s incarceration in a Portress has revealed 
the secret of a hfe-long mystery j, o'. 

UttarEkumara Prajna (11 — 11 — ’43) , 

Today it is 25 years since the armistice was signed On the iith 
of November 1918, the Kaiser who had been in the habit of meeting 
his Generals m his villa met them all but none of them would speak 
He asked why they would not open their lips There was silence still 
and then he said, “The Kaiser commands you to speak ’’ One of ihem 
broke the ice and another and still another followed “Your Majesty, 
the army has revolted and refuses to fight” The Kaiser would not 
believe it But they persisted and advised him to flee across the fron- 
tier to Holland “There was only 24 hours time” they said Theie- 
upon, the crown prince always Impetuous and impulsive, said, “I shall 
lead the armies and they will fight” but this “Uttarakumara Prajna” 
proved of no avail and the Kaiser fled 

But to us heie, all this is of no interest What is of real Interest 
IS the bright moonlight of the Kartika Pumima day — called in Guja- 
rat, Maharashtra and UP — Ras Pumima on which day, whole-night 
dances go on— as already described in connection with Aswiyuj Pur- 
mma Both these are regularly observed as both fall in Sharad ritu 

Baka Panch 

The succeedmg five days are observed as a fast in Orissa so far as 
eating fish is concerned No one eats fish these 5 days — not even the 
Bakas or cranes And early morning lights are lighted on floating 
reed grass ^and left on tanks and canals and rivers 

The Shiliar Night (7 — 11 — ’43) 

Last night we had an event Tlie winter has set in, in right 
earnest Our clock thermometer has already begun to record 62'’ 
(minimum) and last yqar we were told when we had no thermometer 
that the lowest temperature reached was 48° F We would not be- 
lieve it but now we have it Tha^ is for the weather Winter having 
set m, the summer garden is bidding farewell to us and winter flowers 
are invitmg our attention We all enjoy but the gardener is the same 
old hagban, — Jawahar, workmg day and night You wonder what 
is the work for the night Like man and his home, his garden too 
hath its enemies By day, the birds eat up the buds and tender leaves 
The minah bemg the worst offender, next comes the sparrow But 
by mght, fc is the bandiccfot th^ uproots the young plant that have 
just sprouted Jawaharlal was greatly upset by this Vandalism on 
the part of an unseemly and uncivilised creatuie The shape and 
size, yea, t)ie very name of the bandicoot is news to some here They 
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nerer saw thfn derU of Uie night Is It a rat or a mouse or a mongocte 
, Is fbe enqulf^ It Is n(me of theuL XO Is the bandicoot long as a mon> 
' goose stouter bat with a snout, less prolonged though tmmensely 
more mlschlerous In Its acUrlties eren as It *13 more hideous In Its 
lodka It was decided to entrap It and the military supplied a wooden 
box Vith a trapdoor In previous experiments, the bait was uwahow 
ed wbUe the door was down and the box revealed no crlmlnaL Put> 
ting our heads together we coitoluded that a rat must have got In 
and^ten away the halt, but after the door fell with a thud surveyed 
the tlhice up and down, right and left, bach and front and found In 
trcoit the Iron bars with sufficient Inter spaces through which It made 
good Its escape. Last night, the gome was intact. Early In the mom 
Ing before day break, people rushed to see the victim and saw a pair 
of bright eyes shining Uke two amethysts (cat^ eye) Yes it was the 
not the bandicoot that swallowed the halt and was entrapped. 
Ihe game was not worth the bait. But what to do alth the fellowl 
A reluctant release was thi decision after a nights voluntary im- 
{HisonmentI Verily fih Hearts must be prepared for aQ sorts of un- 
expected game in their adventures. 

To follow up our adventures with the bandicoot, the next day 
the trap was only placed but on this occasion, it was untouched. My 
own Inference Is t^t the bandicoot must have visited the place the 
previous night after the cat had been entrapi>ed and rejoiced over 
the arrest and capture of her life-enemy Accordingly the bandi- 
coot did not care for the little piece of bread In the box and quietly 
left the nlace. 


FUna FaH * 

Recent Irish Elections have drawn attentlxm to the party lAhels 
— De Valera’s Flana Fall which means *Xeague of Destiny" anri 
Cosgraves Fine Gael which means united Ireland. 

See thyself as others see 

Most of us have looked at the reflection of our faces in a looking 
glass, But Imagine a denisen of the forest who never did so and 
present to her ^ p ort rait of hers or even her reflection In a •Atw 
mirror whose sinface Is so well polished that she does not see the 
mirror but sees the reflection. would she remark on the picture 
In front? She may quarrel with It as a new comer trying to win her 
Lord’s affection much as a sparrow percjied on a mlrrtyr at 

the mirror ajid keeps picking on for* hours together 

A person may quite dislike herself or criticise her reflection as a 
devil, ’’Em this dl^ustlng animiii said cne tribesman" writes the 
Time (July IP 1M3) •• 
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Hear thy voice 

We may see ourselves thou^l^ In the reverse in the 'mirror, hut < 
how can we hear ourselves? We do, but form no idea of the voice 
with its individual characteristic features You hear the v6ice of 
your father or mother, wife or husband, son or daughter from behfhd 
a wall and make it out at once Such an idea you have not of your 
own voice Once a young friend persuaded me to give a small talk 
on Gandhi’s 71st birthday I did it reluctantly and when the film 
was shown, I recognized my appearance but not my voice 

See thy writing 

Likewise, when I was confronted with my writing in a court while 
giving evidence, I was filled with doubt as to whether it was mine 
So often tummg up old manuscripts and letters of 30-40 years ago, 
one IS dazed to be overcome by doubt about one’s writing 

Jekyll and Hyde 

But much the most bewildernig picture that you may ever see 
is a make-up of your own face Time shows m one issue three pic- 
tures of Stalin’s face but each subtly differing from the other, — one 
looks quadrangular, a second less so, a third more oval than oblong 
Why^ The pictures are made-up ones The central is Stahn’s face 
as it is, the side ones are each of them a picture of the face of which 
both halves are duplicates of the same half, right or left half That 
IS to say a full faced picture is split up in the middle into two halves 
--the right half and the left half Reverse either half and match 
it with the same Thus one side picture is made up not of Stalin’s 
right and left half, but on both sides of Stalin's right half and the 
other side picture is made up on Stahn’s both sides of left half. You 
have then the Right Right, the centre (natural) and the Left Left 
The right side it seems is dommant and gives the face its character- 
istic expression 

' Navroz 

We all celebrated the New Year’s day Akbar celebrated It too 
Some of us celebrate our birthdays So did Akbar On both these 
occasions, he passed through an elaborate ceremony One of the 
Bibis at an auspicious moment duly fixed by the Pandits, took some 
daU and ground it and then mixqd it with Masala, then the Naubat 
began to beat The Brahmans kindled the fire and assisted at the 
homa, by making Akbar wear new rich dress put a tilak (mark) 
On his forehead and causing him to pour oil and ghee in the fuma 
IVIantras were lecited Sweet “scented flowers were tevery where 
and sweet-scented sticks were ht Gold almonds, pista, flowers and 
fmits were^rainmg like hail stones and presented to the Brahmans 
and the poor Then came the important ceremony of ‘weighing him 
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agalnrt gold and tUver copper •nlphatd Iron, jdnc, rlco, aapta 
dhanyom* (7 gralm) mlflc, ghee, and so on — altogether twelve 
• articles and tte*e were dlitrlirate<l»to the poor 

I>ate9 ot Birth * 

L H. K- Mehtah January 1000 

2. Pntinlla Bahu 24-12 1891- 

S. Shankermo Dev 4 1-180S. 

4. •Jawaharlal 14-11 1680 

6 Bardar V PateL 31 10-1875 

a. Pantje© 27 10-8? (Ananta Chaturdashl) 

7 Dr Syed Mahomood, September 1889 

8 Aaal All 1080. 

6 1868. 

10 Norendra Dev 7 11-1880 (Kartika Shuda 9) 

IL Krlpalanl 1888 

12- MyseU 24-11 1880 

«My Cotmtry and My People” — IJn Ya Tang 
*T£ skapUdty can keep a family long It sbonld do the same for 
the National tategrtty To Tslng En fon. It was plain that the 
nf f\ i«ifl \ famines whose ohndren learn expensive habits ot living 
prosper only for a generation or two the merchant famUifia 
who are Industrious and frugal may prosper for 3 or 4 genera- 
tions, the famines who till the ground and study the books and 
have simple and careful habits prosper for 5 or 0 generations 
while the families who have the virtues of hHni piety and friend 
it pfTiT prosper for 8 or more generations. 

The Late* 

In different provinces different expressions are employed as 
equivalents of the late In Bengal Tswara nim Bwargeeya are 
used before the name. In Hhiduithanl anxV also In Qajaratl *Har 
boom Is used but, after the name, to Indicate that the person Is 
deceased. In Telugu 'Keerthl Scthu Is employed to Imply that only 
the fame sarrlvee’ — and not the frame *Swiugavaal and *KftOflBa 
vaai are used I9 some pfovlnces. 

BefOtthan PTks^shl (7 — 11 — 42) 

Today in Gularat, Maharashtra and UJ* the Eknrtashl la observed 
as Devotthan Ekadakht— the day on which the Devas rise from their 
sleep And on this day Is celebrated hi Qujarat and Maharashtra 
(also In D.?) the marriage of Tulaal with Ooswaml or Krishna, the 
latter ks the bridegroom made lame by the blows of some irate 
Qopika 
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Iswai’ Chandra Vidyasagar ‘ 

In a hnmoious aiticle, a Beijgalee ^vrote under the caption "200 
Years Hence” thus “A Japanese i’cholar came to India ^in 2140 A D ‘ 
and after laborious research established that there was no, such 
person as bore the name Iswara Chandra Vidyasagar, — 'Iswara’ meant 
the ‘late’ The name then implies — ^The Late Chandra Vidyasagar 
— Chandia\ith is an astronomer and the scholar made out that there 
had come to India from Japan an Astronomer named Yasagar, he 
havmg been exteined fiom his own country” « 

Bhai writes in the Statesman 

“SARIS are replacing silk stockings as Christmas Gift No 1 for 
wives and sweethearts at home of British and U S servicemen in 
India, accordmg to a correspondent 

Stockings are scarce and expensive, in India as in England and 
iVmerica, and to the soldier, sailor or airman the sari is better value 
and a more novel present 

The sari (pionounced sah-ree with the accent on the ah) is the 
national costume of Indian women It is simply a piece of material 
about SIX yards long and 45 Inches wide, which the wearer half 
wraps, half drapes around herself, it may be a length of silk ela- 
borately embroidered, fit for a princess and costing £50, or it may 
merely be of cotton, costing a few shillings 

Silk merchants have sold thousands of saris to British and 
American ofiBcers and men in recent weeks Many dealers give the 
fpurchaser a printed slip, complete with diagram, showing how the 
sari should be put on 

An Englishwoman who has lived many years in India says "The 
sari is the most beautiful garment a woman can wear It hides her 
faults and accentuates her grace But few women in England or 
America wear their gift saris in public One or two may appear in 
them at fancy dress balls or private parties, and they may keep them 
for some time as souvenirs, but sooner or later they have them made 
into evening gowns” 

The lock and the magnet 

Time (July 5, 1943) publishes the picture of a little urchin — 
Donald Brown, 5, who is examining a magnet to which a lock is 
adherent on one side and a rubbei^band on the other It is the lock 
which he swallowed a fortnight ago Why? He had felt like it It 
IS a one-mch-iron-lock Luckily, it was an iron-lock X-ray photo 
showed it tb be in the oesoi)hagm> or the gullet-^the foo^d tube run- 
ning from the back of the mouth to the stomach The boy went into 
Brooklyn Jewish Hosjiital and stayed two weeks during which the 
doctor — “Di^ Samuel Silber, wishing to av«’d operating was looking 
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for a nfagnet small enough to swallow ancf strong enough to lift the 
inrif. General Electric finally sared the day by having a Vice Pre- 
sident. fly down from Schenectady with a magnet of a powerful 
magnate alloy Alnlco." Apparently tho young fellow was made to 
the magnet which was tied op to a long rubber band much 
as one would swallow a stomach tube. Naturally when Its other 
end came into contact It would attract the Iron lock and being strong 
enough, draw It np It did so What a wonderful device? Without 
ha^ng to cut down the oesophagns, by no means on easy operatloni 
• Baddha*! Stooping Head 

In Ceylon by the side of the VQmra of Buddha's tooth in the 
capital city there Is a smaller vihara, ornamented with precious stone 
In it. there Is a life size golden statue of Buddha whoso headdress 
was ornamented with predous gena. In course of time a robber 
cast his evil eye upon the stone but as the Vlhar was guarded by a 
double door and a balustrate he tumbled down and up the earth and 
made his entry Thereupon, the statue rose higher and yet higher 
so as to moke It impossible for the thief to take the gem Being dis- 
appointed In his mlsslan, he addressed the statue thus, says Htouen 
Tsang In his travels. 

* T ormerIy when the Tathagata (Buddha) was practising the 
life of a Bodhl Satwa, be cherished himself a great heart and vowed 
that for the sake of the four kinds of living things he would of his 
compassion give np everything from his own life down to his country 
and its towns. But now the statue which stands In his place (be- 
queathed) grudges to give up the predous stone His words weighed 
against this do not seem to Olostnite bis undent eondnet,** The 
statue then lowered Its bead and the gem was taken But when It 
was offered for sale the thief was caught and token to the King to 
whom he stated that Buddha gave him the ston* and for 

oraof showed the stooping, head of the statue The King' who was 
tm then an unbeliever acquitted the thief, restored the gem and 
became a man of faith. 

Pot and Kettle 
(Khaiik anr Fhasas) 

We all know tho story of the pot calling the kettle black. But If 
we have to rendbr the saying Into our home language the kettle will 
baffle the translator In Hindi, however there Is a fine pr overb 
‘Khorlk Phanas ko Kabatl hah *mmara Ohemda Kharfaareeth hal” 
Surely there Is something comic in the dried date calling the hWh 
of the Jack fruit rough ' ’ 

• Cat vm. Dog 

They say that the cat does not leave the home and the dog does 
not leave the master 
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‘Aho Rupam'i Aha Dhwani' (11 — 11 — ’43) 

It was rather pleasing to hear De Gaulle speaking In high praise 
of the British Empire and its whdlesome necessity for Ihe good of 
the world in the new ;^cial order! When we were discussing this 
matter, our Major chanced to pass by and was interested in the talk 
on the side obviously of the praise of his mighty empire A friend 
foithwith cried out ‘Aho rupam, Aho Dhwani' which being Sanskrit 
had to be explained on the occasion The fact was that two animals 
which met each other taunted each other, one saying ‘Aho rupata— 
Oh' what a beauty’ and the other responding ‘Oh' v/hat a vo.ce*’ 
The first was the ass and the second was the camel and Prance and 
England admirmg each other’s Empires, furnished a modern parallel 
to this ancient fable of the panchatantra 

Blind Rule 

“Pun Ek Andheri ne Gandu Raja 
Takey Seer Bhajee, Takey seer Khaja” 

In a longdom of blind ruled by a fool of a Raja, one seer of 
Bhaji sold at 3 pies and one seer of khaja (Sweet) also sold at 
3 pies (V4 anna)' 

The Telugu proverbs analogous to this are several in number. 
One is — 

‘The male buffalo has given birth to a calf’ said one ‘Then 
tether the calf to the peg’, said the other 

An American Family 
£99G a week 

Granda 5‘ohn — his plump wife have 13 children and 16 grand- 
children The Brankmillers have 15 male and female workers in 
Henry Kaiser's ship-yard and their average income is £996 a week" 
or nearly Rs 13,000 ‘ 

, Boy and Girl 

Even in much advanced Europe, they observe a difference in the 
honours with which the birth of a new child is greeted according as 
whether it is male or female Princess Sibylle of Sweden, the hand- 
some wife of 37 years old Prince Justaf Adolf was a^out to give the 
Royal Navy cause to fire a salute The Navy was ready last week 
(July 3rd week) with 84 shots if a^boy, 42 if a girl Was it because 
Sibylle had already borne 3 daughters, 8, 6 and 5? 

'■ * Greetings 

In the Buddhist times, the Bliikkus used to greet each other by 
one saymg to the otiher Bande (Vande) and the other replying 
arogyam Nowadays the Marwadis say to one another ‘Jai’-^ In. 
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fome parti of the country they say 11001 Ram In Andhra and 
Bengal, say 'Kamaikaram other fonni of which In other oreai 
are Tlomaite Tranom and so on The English cn'toro— "Oood 
Morning" has its counter part in ancient luUa when people used to 
greet one another saying ‘Suprabhatom In Japan the first person 
sajs "I offended you lost time we lepamted" and meets wlti the 
response “Ohl No it was I that offended you.** 

• Presbyopia 

^Rolled gold spectacles and multicoloured vnlcanito or ebonite 
frames are the modem reminden of Presbyopia and also Upopia 
and not seldom of modem artiftlc taste claimed by the eyes and the 
nose and through them the face But presbyopia is as ancient as 
man. Our elderi had ezcellent pebbles cut Into double convex lenses 
to serve the long sight that people generally suffer from after forty 
In Maharashtra, It Is known as CfuUeetl (40) and the Urla CTialesa 
(40) In Oujarati, it Is known as 'Betalan (42) and in Andhra 
Chattoar (4th decade) 

Halifax and Jawaharial (1 — U— 45) 

When Jawaharlaljee was in Britain lomeUme In 1935 he was 
persuaded by a common friend to see Halifax who felt It deeply that 
he had not the opportimlty of meeting him whOe be was in India. 
Jawaharial was also requested to see the Secretary of State and the 
Under Secretary He declined to see and Halifax appreciated his 
view 

A stainless steel Bridge in Moscow 

Most people might hare seen oil kinds of utensils made of stain 
less steel. It Is costly but beautiful In Moscow the Communists 
hunt a whole bridge of this metal — an Indication of their **sban and 
shaukat" 

Golden fanh 

Lenin was asked what should be the deiUny of gold 11 the Com 
munistle ideas of currency and coinage ihxmld prevail. "Ohl make 
It the *lar8h or pavement on the floors of our Laboratorlesr 

Blaylmba and the Badger 

In Africa, there are certain ^Ingy little birds which are honey 
indicators' or honey guides. One Is, howercr recorded In the 
Himalayas and another In Malaya. The maylmba is a typical honey 
bird in Northern Rhodesia. It feeds ezcloslvely on the grubs of bees 
and wasps.* It does not feel itself *equal to the tnwk of attacking the 
furious bees and, therefore befriends an animal the badger as a 
partner to do the dirty work. The little badge" is said to bo a glutton 
for honey It has very short legs whiedr Ill-eqnlp It for a long trek 
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from hive to hive So it waits for maylmba and now you have a full 

partnership Tlie bird mayimba* ^oes in quest of hiv^:^ and the 
beast badger, particularly follows it on a long and arduous trick 
sometimes Shortly, thee bird halts at a hive and the badger attacks 
the hive, having a sting-proof hide and coat of coarse hairs and the 
bird feeds and feasts upon the larvae that tumble down The bad^ei 
Itself feeds on the repast of honey and goes to sleep "^vhile the bird 
contmues to feed When, however, a badger is not forthcoming, the 
bird makes for the first native who with the aid of some crude bte- 
smokers, follows his bird guide and then this new partnership wiirks 
mhch as the old does — "The miracle of life”. ' 

Fate 

Human belief in fate, and fatality hanging over a man’s life has 
been stated in a vanety of ways and not a few proverbs have incor- 
porated the great doctrine in which both Hindus and Moslems 
believe.'' A piquant use of it was made by the Assam Premier — Sir 
Md. SaaduUa when he explained away the problem of destitutes and 
deaths in Assam by the simple proposition that no one could help 
It Kismet endi ^ Karma are well and good m the Musjid or the 
Temple but the wonder was that they could travel to the Govern- 
ment Secretariat Apparently, the Muslim Premier Is a believei in 
the proverb — 

"Mare Krishna Rakhe Kon 
Rakhe Krishna Mare kon?” 

Canine or Human? 

In Bombay, I was the guest of a doctor in one of the Working 
Committee sittings and when my host and I were going to a function 
m his cai, after I got in and before he could, a big animal, a spanial, 
dark, hairy, shming, jumped in before her master and began to make 
friends with me in a very demonstrative way The doctor gave a 
remarkable story about this good lady She gave birth to 7 pups one 
mght and nothmg was heard till he went to the kennel in the mom- 
mg when the dam began to weep and moan in the characteristic 
canine, tones The doctor could not imderstand the reason 
After half an hour’s bewaihng, the dam came out and 
in the garden made 6 pits and brought 6 pups out of the 7, one 
by one, burled each, covered the fiUed-up pit witji green leaves, 
bitten off the plants nearby They were all dead and as the doctor 
was fearing she might bury the 7tfi as well, she brought the last of 
the seven which was ahve and placmg it in her laps began to weep 
and wail till 3 pm when slje rose and took her diet Is this canme 
instinct or fiuman conduct? r 

Nowsherwan and Ebndusthan 

V Amongst the great Persian Kings of old were Nowsherwan who 
was noted fGr his justice and Hatim Tai for his generosity They 
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were a# noted for these r pinii tiw os Rtistoxi for his valour and Omar 
Khayam for his poetic talents During Nowsherwan'a time his 
£1 cM or a2iV>assador was In India {&d he was ashed to take to Persia 
some of the best things that could be obtained in Hindusthan He 
took* three things ^-Ohess TandhaUmtra* and Jatoka storleo. 
Chess was known as Chaturanga or the four arms of the array— 
Iniantry cavalry elephants and chariots. The game was greatly 
admired In Persia and was named iSafronf Then It passed It on 
to Arabia 

’^Panclwrtanfra was at once translated Into Persian by Bujorg 
Mehar ^d became greatly popular In circles high and low The 
Jatahn stoiries revolutionised the literary world and formed the 
centre of Ulcrature in Persia Byrio, Assyria and other ancient coun- 
tries. Likewise Oul-Bakavalb Tota K a h onl and Vetal Pacheesl 
became equally widespread, famous and popular The first was the 
story of the daughter of a King who flourished In the modem Cen- 
tral Province and whose fort was at Dal Dal— still called BafcavoU 
Fort. The second Is the famous 21 stories of the Parrot^-Sukavlmatl 
in which the parrot prevents the wife of a merchant who went abroad 
on a pngrlmage who was bent upon an amorous sport with the king 
through the machinations of a Toffinl, was rescued from the perilous 
adventure over a period of Si nights by the parrot reciting 21 stories 
to show what a great adept she must be to escape from any Incon- 
Tcnlent sltaatlons even as the 21 women did escape in their adven- 
tures by their wiles and stratagem. The third is the 25 stories of 
Vetcla Nowsherwan was really the title given to him It is a 
corrupt form of ‘anshar mh =grcat soiU or Mahatma. He was the 
son of a King named Qavad who became an ardent follower of a 
soelsilst of his day named Mardak who wanted to abolish pr o p e rty 
The Kin g — Qavad wanted to Implement the socialist principles but 
lust at the time he died. The Priests were dead against the reform. 
Nowsherwan when he came to the throne had the socialist Moriab 
arrested and executed. 

The Arab Socialist 

In Arabia also there rose a sodalist named KhokL He became 
popular and wanted the Khalif All and the king Mawlja to be put 
to death. All (}led a martyr but the king escaped. 

Alphabets* (6— U— 43) 

The Sanslolt alphabet Is copied letter for letter In Hindi, Maha- 
rashtri, Oujaratl TJrlya except that Is pronounc^ as Khya 

Bengal Ai^dhro, Kanarese Malayalam, the last language has an 
extra letter In m which is pronounced with a nasal twang as mya 
An Interesting feature Is t^t In addition to the regular alphabet 
nse4 In printed books— three provinces — the Maharashtra Orlya and 
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the Punjab have additional scripts of alphabets which are res- 
pectively called Modi, Karnhi anc^ Loonde This is a script in vogue 
m villages in maintaining village and mercantile accounts But it 
IS going out of use with the English educated folk The fact was 
that the two scripts used to be taught to children simultaneously 
much as two scripts (print and manuscripts) are taught in Englisfi 

Tansen and Akbar 

Once Akbar strayed into a forest and happened to hear Tansen’s 
guru singing the tones which wholly enraptured the King *On 
returning home, he tried to get the guru to the Court but failed * He 
then asked Tansen — ^the most famous singer of the court why ne 
could not sing as well as the ‘guru’ The answer was a forthright 
one Tansen stated that he could not, because he was singing the 
praises of a mere king, while his ‘guru’ was engrossed in singing the 
glories of the very God! 

Humayun and Bchram Khan 

Behiam Khan was a great friend and collaborator of Humayun 
Durmg Akbar’s time, Behram Khan filled many a role The com- 
mander-in-chief of the great King was his foster father who brought 
the Royal boy m his own lap Then he became CJC and then his 
philosopher, fnend and guide and then his enemy and again his 
friend 

On one occasion, when Humayun was talking to him, the latter 
closed his eyes half in a nap The King asked Behram Khan why 
when he was talking to him, the Khan Baba as he was fondly 
addressed, was closing his eyes The reply of Behram Khan delivered 
extempore in ‘'sweet Persian is worth quoting in the original — 

Bairam, man Bashuma 

Mee guvum shuma quar mee kimad 

=I am talking to you, why are you dreaming with eyes closed^ 
Bairam said. — 

Qurbanath=I am (all) sacrifice (for you) 

Shuam az Buzargan shuneedah Am Ke Dar Sah Magam Hifazat 
sah cheevam wajab 

From elders I have heard that on three occasions one should 
guard three things necessarily ^ 

(1) Dar Hazarath Badshahan Hifz chashm=In the presence of 
kings take care of your eyes 

(2) Dar‘Khudmath Dar^ieshai^ nigah darayi dil=In the service 

of samts, keep a watch on your hearts ‘ 

(3) Dar chashm Uma pasbani zaban=In the presence of scho- 
lars guard your tongue 
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(4> E>ar zath Hoznr siphath tsii ^udsl June me baneem flkra mo 
kohanam kudam kndam ihobm nmsbnd adaln=In year majesty i 
'presence tn*wbom nil the quoUficafions are merged I am at a lo s 
to know which of the three I am to gnanL 

The fine was creatly pleased. 

Three Le^ Cases 

( 1 ) relrned PreeTumer or Death cancels Dlrlh 

In Indio, there are small States and Ur^ One small feudatory 
X iharrled a commoner’s danchter a Patel’s. While she was still 
yonng— alter a few years of married life the hnsband died and his 
tsrother became the socce tso r Promptly ho entered Into an agree 
ment with his sister In law regarding her allowances by a registered 
documcnL In doe coarse the yoong widow rttonicd to her father 
who howetcr wanted to make a bargain oat of the son In law's 
death. Be annoimced that his dangbter was carrying and Intimated 
the news to her hnsband s brother (Y) and shortly alter also the 
news of the birth of a son. Tho birth was dnly registered In his 
Tillage (Patel's) register There was consternation In Y’s bonsebold. 
They hastened to the Tillage bat were rtfosed admission Into the 
Patel's boose and eqaaDy any opportunity of seeing the new mother 
and babe Naturally the matter went before the lawytrs^-the bigger 
ones first who adrlscd a cim suit, or a declaratory suit Tho local 
lawyers were then approached for filing the necessary plaint but 
they adTlsed that a drll suit would take years for trial and an erl 
denco of faking would be obliterated. If the woman really garo birth 
to a child any lady doctor would be able on examination to testify 
to the fact ot recent deUrery the signs of which would Tanhh after 
some months. Therefore a criminal ease was adrlsed under the 
section of fabricating false erldence before the first class magistrate 
Accordingly the charge was filed but after some hesitation bccaure 
after all it was a family affair and no brother In law would like to 
drag bis sister in law to court. Then arosi the question of Issuing 
,a process. The Deputy Idaglstrate hesitated to Issue ono because 
respectable people were Inrolred and It was agreed between the com 
ploinanfs lawyer and the Deputy Usglstrmte that the matter should 
be referred to fome one for enquiry Who should be the person to 
be deputed? The Dy Magistrate suggested the Tahalldar's name but 
It did not commend Itself to thi complainant ns both were friends 
and for other reasons. In the meantime the matter was taken to 
the notice of the Collector for departmental action agal^ the Patel 
for alleged^ false entry in the Birth Register While mattera stood 
thus, the parties and the Dy Magistrate agreed that the Oorem 
ment Pleader was the best fitted person to moke the enquiry and It 
was, agreed that be should start next morning for tbe^TlIlage. But 
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at midnight, news reachad the complamant that the Tahsildar had 
leached the village and been conducting the enquiry In the morn- 
ing, the Government Pleader fastened to the villaga and found 
that the Tahsildar had already left it after the enquiry which in his 
view resulted, of course^, in the report that the birth of the soh was 
a fact The Government Pleader conducted his own enquiry jand 
found that the Patel would not agree to a medical examination of 
his daughter His report was that the whole story of pregnancy and 
delivery was false The party went back and were wondering how 
the Tahsildar could have put his hand to the affair The Dy Magis- 
trate was approached and he explained by saying that he had 
nothing to do with it but the Collector ordered departmental enquiry 
into the conduct of the Patel on the aforesaid allegation The Col- 
lector happened to have sent a copy of his order to the Dy Magis- 
trate for information 

The process was at last issued and served There was loud 
weepmg and wailing that the Zenana should be dragged into court. 
They applied for dispensmg with personal attendance The Dy 
Magistrate rejected the prayer It went in appeal which was thrown 
out Then began the trial During the trial, the Dy Magistrate was 
anxious that the matter should be squared up and pressed for it both 
pubhcly and in private He was threatened that in that case, the 
complamant would have to move for transfer and was asked to 
explam his mterest which at last he admitted by saying that the 
Tahsildar was his friend and that the Collector was about to order 
an enquiry mto the Tahsildar’s conduct on his report and about the 
birth of the child The lawyer would have no such nonsense as a 
squarmg up If the Tahsildar had erred he must pay for it If the 
woman gave birth to a son, she must not object to a medical exa- 
inmation If she had been carrying at the time of her husband’s 
death, then she could not have executed that registered document 
agreeing to her maintenance The whole thmg was a concoction 
Everybody must pay for his folly At last, pressure was brought to 
bear upon the lawyer ‘through more influential quarters and the 
problem was how to square up It was a cognizable offence and 
therefore non-compoundable So, it was decided ^ kill the boy and 
an entry was made m the Birth and Death Register of the death of 
the new bom babe The court was duly Informed iThe heir to the 
babe who was neither bom nor died was of course his imcle, the 
brother of the deceased And all went well The Patel escaped from 
the jaws of prison The Tahsildar escaped because the English Col- 
lector took ^ and died The death cancelled the birth! 

(2) Hanging and Insanity 

Some of the Princes and Chiefs are patriotic and they often 
have to pay the price for over-enthusiasm or imder-discretion A 
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certain *chlcf who bclcnECd to this category planned a small con 
splnicy- let us call It seditious for tjje faclll y of the expression and 
was in the habit of touring for and wide Helatirely It may bo true 
t ^t his State got less attention than It might have had £o he 
was ntked to make room for on administration Ilh Slate was placed 
undpr a JapU The Japtldar become Intimate ^llb his step- 
mother One night, the Chief was Invited to dinner b\ the Colic tor 
and a local missionary was also intited tVhen thej were parting 
alter the dinner the Chief rc<iuested the missionary to lend him hU 
gun*^d Innocently enough the request was compiled v.lih. That 
very nlgat the Chief shot dead both the lady and the Japtldar 
Next day he was placed under arrest and made a clear confc.>4lo'i 
before the maglrratc When the ca,se came up for trial Oorem 
ment appointed a Crown Counsel os the Chiefs estate was under 
administration uoilo the prosecution was being conducted b*’ the 
Advocate Oencral The Crown Counsel interviewed the accused and 
sought his co-operation for Defence •^What defence can you make 
for a man who has made e. clear confession before a Magistrate?" 
he askedL “SUll Law needs a defence and defence means defending 
Unless you want to be hanged the defence must be organized and 
conducted” said the Crown Counsel The man appeared to bf* off 
his head. And the Police Doctor was sent for to examine him Dur 
Ing earamlnalion he developed acute maniacal cymplcms with flashes 
of suicidal and homicidal mania. He made himself stark nak d and 
looked quite insane. The Magistrate before whom the trial was to 
take place was duly informed and was requested to grant an adjourn 
ment tm the accused recovered his sanity but he declined to grant 
IL Thereupon, there wna an appeal to Oovemmenl who ordered the 
adjournment and also ordered the examination by fhrlr highert 
medical authority — the Burgeon Oencral In the mcanUme tho 
Cro wn Counsels petlUon become de Icfltc He was oppolntcd by 
the Cro wn and his client's Interests oppeared to demand occaalonaJly 
conflict with the Crown lt.eif All things considered it appeared 
safe for the client to have on Independent dbunsel whom of couns 
he would gladly assist. So an Interview was arranged with the wife 
of the accused and somehow or other ehe managed to sccuro the 
old of a Barristcr-at-Law who was Intelligent and resourceful In 
due coarse the Burgeon General turned up and the taxamlnatlon of 
the accused revealed ocuto ootVursts of insanity tendencies to 
suicidal and homicidal mania— Incohcrency of thought and sprcch 
uncontrollsblo tempr and so on. In addition the knee Jerk was 
found exaggerated and other reflexes keyt time and pave with the 
knee Jerks « 

The Burgeon General declared him to be Inrane but the trying 
Magiytxnte would not relent. He summoned tho Surgeon fieneral Into 
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the witness box and was® not merely severe but furious with him 
“How old the malady?” asked tlje court “About two years” “Why 
do you say so?” “With a margin of a month or two, il is correct” 
But biuflang and browbeating are no good against experts ^ They 
stiffen the more under these toreats “Have you read the confe.sipn 
of the accused?” asked the Magistrate “This is the first time I hear 
about it” said the Surgeon General “Then read it” and the Sargeo.i 
General was given 2 hours time Thereafter, he resumed his p ace 
in the witness box and was aiked “Now waat do you say?” The bur- 
geon General said, “I am the more confirmed about the insanityt and 
about its 2 years standing As the Surgeon General was giving iris 
evidence, the accused was sitting on an inverted chair, trying to 
jump out of a wmdow and walk heels over head The Magistrate 
was inten ely upset He dismissed the Surgeon General and declared 
he would not believe his evidence and sentenced the accused to be 
hanged by the neck till he be dead 

An appeal was made to Government who read the Surgeon 
Geneial’s evidence and found it in cold print even more convincmg 
than when he warmed up over it m the witness box A deposition 
makes a continued, sustained, consistent, sensible story, but evidence 
in the box is broken, haltmg, dilatory, expletive or explanatory, sus- 
picious and artificial Government were convinced of the veracity 
of their own Surgeon General, a member of the IM S , an ornament 
of the profession, the highest dignitary of the Department and 
above a 1, t leir own expert They ordered the acquittal of the 
accused Luckily he had been convicted and acquitted If the trial 
had been only adjourned on the first medical certificate, the poor 
man would have been doomd to a lunatic asylum A’ things stood, 
he was sent to a lunatic asylum — nowadays it is called a mental 
hospital and after two years’ stay there, he had every reason to 
recover — particularly because he had not to face a fresa trial 

In this case obviously, the accused took on himself gladly and 
sincerely a punishment owhich no court had a right or possibihty to 
impose and escaped the ex reme penalty of the Law which the 
Magistrate very obligingly awarded to him 

3. Barber as Brahman. , 

It is the ambition of a Lawyrr’s clerk to see his son in the 
Lawyer’s gown and of a compounder to see his son become a Doctor 
even as it is the ambition’ of a college clerk to see his ron become a 
Professor atid of a road mostly to see his son become an Engmeer. 
But m tile court under reference the Chaupdar wLoc carried the 
silver mace before the judge on his way from the chamber to the 
Bench, was^ quite happy to see his son take his own place when he 
retired And the day of retirement was fast drawing nighf He 
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belcnged lo the barber's caste and the barbers are a derer lot, iwect 
of words, eolt and smooth ninnlnf> cten as tbclr mrDn comma 
nlcaUve diplomatic lo a degree and hating a flair for politics. The 
soa had finished hU prlmaiy or higher clemoniary s adlcs and was 
talzen u on apprentice under the Caaopdar 11 wai bur Uhlng up 
the diver mace and the silver p.ate of the baton and doln^ odd Jobs 
for the members of tae bar In the Bar Library The lawyers took 
kindly to the urchin oad were occaslonal’y making fun of him. 
The^sensJUte lad did not rcUsh these JoVes which based on caste at 
timea tended to be cruel oad were calculated to wound Ms s If 
re pccL So one fine morning he nm awixy to a big city where ho 
earned a little money by carrying little errands and became acquaint 
ed with the Ue of the land the Institutions of the town the politics 
of the country and the various dignitaries of Qovemment The bay 
pretended to be n Brahman assumed the name of a well known 
family In the nelchbouihood pretended to be the last of the brothers 
and got a Job under a contractor wacre he was looking to the muster 
roll and pay bills. After a time he was not sail fled with his own 
achlevemfrit and considered himself worthy of belter prcfennenl 
and conceived the Id o of seeking State «rv1ct But he was neither 
qualliled nor had patronage And qualifleaUem was a small matter 
os against that other passport— patronage. He therefore decided to 
make up by his wits what a cruel nature and a still more cruel 
society did not endow him with and he struck up the nec^mry 
friendships and did a little pilfering He managed to eecure tho 
Letter paper of a Prlace with the Letter Press and >he coat of anas 
and forged a letter to the Chief Judge saying “This boy belongs to 
a hlgi Brahman family in which I am Interested and I shall be 
pleased If you can find your way to giving him a Job carrying not 
less than R*. CO pm ** That was the measure of tho b^i owa 
assessment of his worth. The Judge was on acting offleer ai IH luck 
would have It and to hod not tho p o wers to make appointments. 
He nsLcd the boy to turn up the next day particularly ns he rus 
peeled that the writer of the letter would hardly send him such a 
request He had met him the previous day la th public gardens — 
a point apparently carefully noted by the boy and he thought ho 
should verify [hi whole matter That evening he met the writer 
and oscer alned tho letter to be "a forgery So next morning at 
the appointed hour the Police who were waiting to greet tho boy 
took htm under the charge and la due coury the chap was prosecuted. 
From the subJall came a desperate Cfclegram to the fa her Intimating 
tho sad plig It and soliciting Imroedlato help Tho fellow had been 
sending tome UtUe money to the old father for some time but lo 
and tibhold, In Clod's good time came this bad message 
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The father hastened to the ‘place and with him wejQl a number 
of friends and relations — barbers all — clever and capable — ^resourceful 
to a degree like the father himself < 

A few days before the trial, they managed to get the boy ^ out 
on bail and staged a death scene m which with due ceremony the 
corpse was carried by the father and his barber relations in pro- 
cession and duly cremated The death report was also duly reg’s- 
tered in the Birth and Death register of the city On the day of 
the trial, the court was mtimated the ‘fact’ of the death an(i the 
case was adjourned Shortly after the court received an anonymous 
petition saying how blind the court was to believe that a person 
living was represented as dead and the report was accepted for truth 
The letter was referred for verification and repoit to the Police 
The Police set about mvestiga’ing and verified the death from the 
cremation certificate and register of births and deaths And when 
the Registrar of Births and Deaths says that you are dead — ^you 
very much so — even more than when the doctor pronounces you 
dead The doctor may err but how can the Registers err"^ Accord- 
ingly, the anonymous petition was recorded and the case was struck 
off the cause list The young fellow escaped to a big city where 
he was fashionably dressed and by sheer rnischance met one of the 
lawyers of the bar where his father had been the Chaupdar and he 
himself an apprentice “AUo — ^why are you here” was the warm- 
hearted mvoluntary query put to him But forthwith by signs of 
the hand and of the eyes and by the countenance, he was implored 
not to raise a pow-vow, was gently taken aside and accounted for 
his prosperity and his high style of dress and demeanour by saying 
that he was the trusted and well paid cook of a Bhatia lady He 
had been passing himself as a Brahman and who else could be a 
better cook than a Brahman! 

’Superstitions on Delhi 

Supeistition is not the monopoly of the Indians When the 
Government of Lord Hardmge decided upon the shiftmg of the 
Capital from Calcutta to Delhi, they at first selected the groimds — 
‘Eadh’ on which the Durbar camp was planned Why it shifted from 
Badh to Raisina which was the Kame of a village which had stood 
on the site of the present New Delhi is a matter of conjecture But 
it IS said that the day on which the capital of India was to shift 
from Calcutta to Delhi, the Unibn Jack on the Government House 
m Calcutta was damaged by a \lghtning stroke Then‘S agam when 
they went to Delhi, they opened a gate which had been closed for 
long in th^ Port known as “Talaki Darwaza” This gate was closed 
after Bahadurehah had left the fort in his fatal exit from it and 
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wlien h5 nppears to have atated ttat gtte ahould bo opened only 
In casa of IJ* return to tbe Fort. ^ it waa a ga o over which over 
since 1853, t? fatality had been banging FlnaLy it was discovered 
that original grounds selected whereon tl^e camp for the Darbar 
of, 1903 ras pitched were nnsu table as the founda loos wotild sink. 

For these retuons, It Is said the original selection was cancelled 
and Rolsina was selected. There Is a couplet relating to the original 
site called Badll which runs as follows — 

• "Nau Dim Das BadU 
Aur KhlUa Vatlrabad " 

The belief was that after the ninth Delhi which is the present 
old Delhi, the tenth would be on the site of tho Badll and would be 
the final one though it never rose on that site Thus the prophecy 
that the IQth Delhi on the BadU would be the Unal Delhi never 
come true The curved bonding at the end of the AllptiT Road 
wherein the LegUlatlve Chamber was housed as weU as tho Viceroys 
house, were constructed In 6 months In 1003 by Lord Cunon for 
temporary occupation on the eve of the Durbar of 1903 

Tnridsh Jurtsprudenee 

John Von Eo soys in the columns of "Asia and tbe Americans" 
"According to tho lawn of that time If you stole a horse and were 
caught, you were liable to a sentence of from 1 to 3 years. But If 
you etole a sheep you would be liable to from 3 to 7 yean. Whflo 
you ore trying to figure that out, I wtU give you another If I drew 
a dagger on you seriously but you recovered, there was from one to 
three years. If however I drew a dagger but It did no^ oven touch 
you It might entaU from 3 to 7 years 

“Turkish Jurists wondered at my obtuseness in protesting 
against tho equity of the Judgment It is very plain they said. If 
I go to steal a horse tbe preromptlon is that I plan to escape on 
the horse and that I come unarm^ But in the nature of the case 
t cannot escape on a sheeps back because I come armed to resist 
possible arrest and therefore I am more of a criminal and deserve 
heavier punishment In the second Instance If I draw a dogger on 
you and though I wound you lerlously yet you recover the result 
is known, you did not die. But eyen if I did not so much os touch 
you, I might have killed you Therefore the heavier s n^ence. Tho 
lesson Is that to deal with the native mind the occidental should 
have a knowledge of the people It Isocnly thus thai you con 
approach aj» idea in the way the^ do. In the Turkish language 
there la no gender and no relative pronoun and action Is preferably 
expressed in passive volco In Arabic tbe root Idea can be modified 
according to 15 so-called measures a system entirely fo?elgn to tho 
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Western mind But unless you get to know something of the ‘thought 
pattern of the Arab, you miss ^hat he says An official who was 
leaving Iiaq after many years of service was being givai a send off 
and all the great and the near great of the region were present, also 
the represen ative of t^ie powerful Arab Press Presumably to g^ln 
their good will the official spoke in Arabic for the first five minutes 
The result was disastrous He murdered his verbs, he mangled his 
nouns and tied up the corpse with ‘coolie’ words and phrases and 
flung his ghastly mess at a scandalised crowd of proud Arabs. ^ 

John Von Ess was invited to an Arab meetmg and was the, only 
missionary (weslern) so invited When asked why, the Arabs ex- 
plained, “He who IS true to Allah will not betray Abdullah” It is 
3 ust because you are a missionary and are true to your faith as you 
imderstand it that we invite you 

Ess on Lawence 

Many tales are told of how Lawrence of Arabia was a perfect 
master m disguising himself as an Arab but Mr John Von Ess thinks 
that all tales told of T E Lawrence's skill in passing for an Arab 
are pure fiction An Arab, he says, will spot any one of a dozen 
mistakes he is bound to make in the way his head-cloth is arranged, 
the robe is ewung in sitting or readjusting on rismg or the sandals 
are siuffled on and off 

Three cups or one 

Among the Shiites, it is said one may not take the three cups 
of coffee to which one is entitled 

Reason ^Vhen one drinks once, the cup is defiled and is put 
away for special cleaning But if one takes a second, the steam 
from the defiled cup defiles the coffee pot and all its contents, and 
defiles as well all who subsequently drink! Hence, one’s courtesy in 
dechning is appreciated 

Not to smoke m the presence of those who fast in Ramzan or 
in the street is recogmzted as a kindness 

One may not receive a cup of coffee with the left hand 
An Economic Paradox 

The Governor of UP Sir Maurice Hallett ha^ spoken oftener 
than any other Governor during the “Movement” of 1942-43 On 
August 23rd, replymg to tie address of the Dt War Committee and 
the National War Front and the District Board of Mirzapur, he said, 
“India is a,rich country wi^ji a poor population” May it be that in 
stating this paradox, he recalled what he may have ^ead Pearl 
Buck’s review of “India without a Fable” by Kate MitcheU (New 
York) in w^ich she said “with cold clarity the chapter reveals India 
as one of the richest countries of the world and her people ai the 
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poQTWtr “India an Economic Paradox” *thc anthor calls It and 
goes on tojroYo It. 

* Coont ToMol qootes two cam 
*Tlie Emperor Hadrian was an honest *anU scmltc One day 
ml his journey In the east, a Jew passed the Imperial train onO 
saldtcd the emperor who being enraged, shouted — ^“You a Jowl daro 
to greet the Empcrorl You shall pay for that with your UfcT 

Later another Jew passed him and warned by this example did 
not* erect him and Hadrian said “You a Jew! dan; to pass the 
Elmperor without greeting him. Yon have forfeited hfe " To 
his astonished courtiers be replied. “I hole the Jews, Wta ever 
they do 1 find intolerable I therefore make uso of any pretext to 
des tr o y them.” 8o arc all anti Semites. 

Anti semlUam 

Non Jew is rich ho Is successful 
Jew Ls rich, he Is a protlteer 
Non Jew Is poor be Is to be pitied 
Jew is poor he Is a parasite 
Non Jew speeds bis money be Is magnanimous, 

Jew spends his money he Is waiting— naUorud wealth. 

Non Jew spends not his money he Is modest, 

Jew spends not bis money he is mean. 

Non Jew la on employer he gives work and bread. 

Jew Is an employer he enslaves people 
Non Jew la an employee he is an honest worker 

Jew Is on employee ho takes away Job from Non Jew 
Non Jew Is badly dressed and has a poorly run bsme he does 
not care for superflcinlltlj 

Jew Is badly dresred and Is dirty 
Non Jew defends his honour bis nation he Is a gentleman a 

patriot, 

Jew defends his honour he Is fussF and quarrelsome 
Non Jew docs not quarrel, be pardons in a chrUt an way 

Jew docs not quarrel be is a coward and docs not cire for 

hla own kin. 

Macaulay wyote of the Jews thus — 

In the infancy of clvUlsatlon ♦when our Island was as savage as 
new Guinea when letters and arts were still unknown to others, 
when sca rcely a thatched hut s ood on what was afterwards the 
sito of Rome this condemned people tad their fenced cities, and 
cedar italacts, tielr splendid tempos, their fleet of merchant ahlpa, 
their schools of saertd learning their great statesmen and sodlew 
tbelr uatural philosophers their historians and their poets. yV'hat 
nation ever contended more manfuDy against overwhjjnlng odds 
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lor its independence and religion? What nation ever in “its last 
agonies gave such signal proof^ of wnat may be accomplished by 
brave despair? ‘ 

^ War Economy ^ 

The war tune has enjoined many economies To us in Indja, 
the economy shp of envelops stands as the connecting link bet- 
ween the policy of War Economy in World War No I and World 
War No 11 But we often wondered why a small slip perhaps not 
more than 5 inches by 8 inches should have been enclosed in an( en- 
velop conEummg a piece of paper 10 mches by 12 inches, cut, fplded 
and pasted 

Usual Channels 

Leave Wai Economy alone in regard to materials Let us look 
at some of the essays in economy of Time and Labour ThC 
tyramiy of petrified loutme has not abated appieciably despite 
the war and its exacting rigours A temporal y civil ser- 
vant narrates m the columns of the “New Statesman 
and Nation” (March 13, 1943) his own experiences in this 
behalf His ofdce had been shifted from London to the district It 
was a billetmg area in which local householders were required by 
law to give the officials bed, breakfast, lunch or supper at a guinea 
a week per head In his case as m others, the guinea wou’d be 
deducted from the salary ‘at source’ and paid to the billeter at tlie 
Post office after filling up a form The officer wanted to live with 
his wife W'ho was not compulsorily billetable and found a half fur- 
mshed house The Billeting officer (B O ) said “in that case, you 
will be billeted on your wife i e s le will have to fill up a form and 
get her gumea from the Post Office each week Let us study what 
this means * The officer’s (O) office deducts a gumea from O’s 
salary and passes it on to the Ministry of Health (MJa ) wliich 
passes It on to the PMG (Post Master General) which again passes 
it on to the local P O which then passes it on to O’s wife, when she 
has trudged all the way to get it Surely it would be simpler and 
cheaper, that is to say,'' more economical in time and money if ‘O’ 
paid the gumea to his wife mstead of 

O 

to 

O’s wife 
to 

Health Mimstry 
to 

f Post Master Geneial 
to " 

Local Post Office 
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Second* Case * 

*0* wupted a desk or writing table and chair which could hare 
been got at the second hand saop round the comer and brought on 
a ha^>can1er in H hour No that would (be gaits out of band 
Q* must apply to the local r epre sen ative of the office of works 
(OJff ) on a form which would bo forwarded to London on another 
form- Thence It traiela to the factory or tie warehouse of a some- 
what expensive firm on the outskirts of London- The firm made 2 
bnllcy packages of a brand new desk and a brand new chair and 
senitthem up to London. Then at a time when Railway space had 
to be left to essential munitions, the desk and chair made a 100 mQe 
Journey from London by train and arrived about 6 weeks after 
demand. 

Case S. 

When tho office was opened, the staff indented to the Stationery 
office 600 eztvelopes It received 25,0001 
Case 4, 

At the climax of paper shortage they needed a few more copies 
of a book of Regulation forms At least, the rulas said they needed 
them. An Indent for fix books brought 72. 

The wtndewB 

The windows of the office rooms required black out arrangement. 
Tho wives of some of the officers vrer© quite willing to moke them at 
the ex pgnm of the office But. no that would be out of hand, the 
curtains had to be Indented. The office of works could easDy have 
taken and sent the measurements on. But, no Each tendering form 
had to send two men to take them- When the tend^ had been 
completed, submitted, deliberated and adjudicated on, and the cur- 
tains were up part of the staff bad to lose about hours work 
every day for some weeks because of the black-out rules. 

Case fi. 

A colleague of *0 was attending to a specialized Job single banded 
and asked for an assistant during the air raid season. The Blitz 
petered out and for 3 months be bad an average of about 1 hours 
cumulative work a day He then received word that he was to be 
transferred elsewhere, and replaced by four executives with seven 
or eight clerical and other assistants. The work turned out by the 
whole of this staff over 3 weeks was equal to the colleague f tme 
day’s work at the height of the BUtz, The staff was later reduced 
to two or t^ree but still bored. i * 

Ca^ 6. 

This new units' equipment from the office of work to O 

One consignment measured about 8 Inches by 2. An eronomy label 
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bound a large, much folded envelope of jQrst ra^e paper Ifiside it 
was a piece of thin off-white cardboard which unfolded tp 16 inches 
by 12 Inside that was an indent form bearing extensive printed < 
instructions co''umns to be filled in, dotted hnes to be signed on 
and dated by way of receipt They related to the “Enc‘'osed Kiatp- 
nals” which were two small pieces of India rubber The office hoy 
could have got them for 3 or 4 pence a pair at a shop 200 yards 
away 

Maharashtra Brahmins ^ 

Amongst the Maharashtras, Brahmans are the Chitpavans,^ the 
Desasthas and the Karadas Tae Chitpavans are mostly from 
Ra^nagiri side They have no Inter-marnages with the other castes 
but while m jail we have heard of the daughter of Mr N V Gadgil 
of Poona, MJLA, Central, bemg given m marriage to the son of 
Kembhavi Madhava Rao of Bijapur who had been for a number of 
years a member of the AJCC the union being effected by CiVfi 
Marriage 

Names of months 

In different parts of India, the months bear different names. 
For instance m UP our Pushya-mas is called Poosh and Asviyuj 
Aswin So far there is not much of difference But Aswm is also 
called Asouj Kartik is claled Kartik but Margasirsh is called Aghan 
or Agrahayln (showing the way) 

Chaubes, Dubes and Tiwaris 

In UP the Chaubi Brahmms are the butt of general jokes for 
eating It is said that when a Chaubi comes to dine, the mother- 
in-law of the host’s family arks the daughter-m-law to arrange a 
cot for the guest, so that after havmg his fill he might roll and rest 
Whether jocularly or seriously, it is also stated that these Chaubis 
are in the habit of carrying their cots with them wherever they are 
invited to any dinner 

The Chaubrs are Brahmans versed in the 4 vedas, the dubes 
in two Vedas, wmle the Tiioaris are Brahmans entitled to read three 
Vedas 

Borsad Brahmans (5 — 11 — ^*43) 

t 

These are a class by themselves who live m Borsad (in Gujarat) 
There is a sambhavana or Dakshma which was being given to the 
Brahmans not in smgle file but when they came only with their 
wives Whpn the Brahmans knew this, they straightway went into 
the villages nearby and secured the loan of their g^rls for the 
‘nonce’ with a promise of a moiety of their eammgs As planped, 
they got the earnings but when as in honour bound; they went to 
return the ^Is, the parents — ^mostly ahirs stated that wnenithey 
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Bent t!fe glrla, they pfwented them once ?toT all lo that thereafter 
they lived aa man aiwl wife The, progeny of thl« community has 
women wbc? are hardy aiid go out to tola day to the fleldjj for 
Khetl , ^ 

The women are bO sturdy that one good lady gave blrUi to her 
ohGd under a tree and brou^t It home straightway In her basket. 
The child grew to manhood and became a lawyer There was 
another lawyer In the bar who was a bTiort — a bartL Both of them 
were engaged by the plalntlH In a case and when the Defendant got 
tnt^the Nrr, he was ashed by the Bmtt how much was hla Indebted 
Tipiif , Ihe Defendant who was a Patel resented the all^t ImpU d 
In the question and sought the court's pro ectlon but the court 
allowed the question. Thereafter tie Pat^ in an angry mood said 
—'Yes I have some liabilities Le. I have some credit. I am not a 
landless Tihat rin g in g eongs and making a living The bhat was 
disconcerted and the Brahman Lawyer stepped In and repeated 
the question the mor« Imperiously whereon the Patel said "Yes I 
have to meet some liabilities. You must know I have a stake in the 
village. I was not bom under a tree and brought In a basket. 

13ie Wise lisard 

In a forest, the animals saw that they were being rapidly 
depleted. So they held counsel on the best method of conserving 
thdr ranks. The assembly was composed of the mosquito the 
serpent, the eagle the 1km the bear the 11 sard and so on They 
spoke each to Its tum- Bald the mosquito “80015 animals have bad 
tonguei which by their taste go In lor this that and the other Let 
the tongues be cut." The mosquito Itself has no tongu 

The serpent Bald, *What can the tongue do but Is harmless by 
Itself It Is the paws that strike and the claws that tear Let them 
be cut off ■’ The serpent has a double tongue 

The M gie said, "What have paws and claws to do with this 
afTat r neither can it. It Is the teeth that offend. Let them be 
plucked out." The eftglc has claws. 

The lion rtepped hi none too soon and said, “The teeth are 
harmless. It Is the fangs that are charged with poison, they must 
be plucked out. The snake bas fangs. The scorpion has the sting, 
thft honey bee and fly their tentnelea." 

Then stepped in the Bear and said, •'We should oil unite and 
become vegetarlanr " la the bear aq exclurive vetjptartan? I 
thought It gucked blood and an a.* But perhaps sucldng blood and 
sucking eggs, do not make one carnivorous. 

Finally came the heard wlti the observation, "Every one wants 
to dtsarm hla neighbour That Is no good Let us hold our own. 



FEATHERS & STONES 


( 

God has not made the Lion our Piesident in order to dissolve our 
Empire in Forest” Apparently , the Lizard has heard rChurchill’s 
Mansion House speech (Nov 10, 1942) *• 

Tois story is concreted by the Prajabandhu of Ahmedabad— 
a Gujarati weekly, to illustrate the After War Discussions now going 
on (October 1943) 

The moral 

America and Biitain have evolved the White Plan and ^the 
Keynes plan regarding post-war currency Russia will have notliing 
to do with it because this currency bu'^iness is a tool of Imperialism 
Biitam wants a balance of power in Europe and the nations of 
Europe to accept the Anglo-American lead Russia stands four 
square against it Russia wants socialism but neither Britain nor 
America would have it 

Standards of Feasts 

1 Kheda Brahmins (Gujarat) like Bra|hmins all over the 
coxmtry answer the description 

‘Brahmano Bhojana Priyah” 

Brahmins are fond of dinners They eat 300 ladduc each and 
brmg four bags each with a lota which he slyly fills with the 
laddus The father has to be helped to rise from his seat by two 
persons hfttng them by a helping hand from under the shoulders 
and let to a res) mg place The boys are carried in dolis— each with 
his lota of reserve laddus 

2 Tile Nagai Brahmans — equally liberal in their i-atioas — do 
after a full ijieal, help themselves to a pound of ghee with sugar. 

3 In Bengal when Brahmans are nivited to dinner, the esti- 
mates are made on the scale of % a seer of rice and one seer of 
milk per capita They easily take 30 cups of ‘kheer’ (ksheeranna) 
In Andhra likewise when subscriptions are sought for a dmner, the 
enquiry is made as to whether the dinner is for Brahmans or non- 
Brahmins for the estimates differ 

4 In Chittagong, the scale of hospitality is judged by the 
quantity of chillies spent and in the rest of Bengal by the quantity 
of milk and gud Sandesh or Ras gulla are the favourites 

5 In Gujarat, the test is ho'^ much ghee has been spent 

6 Of course, in all places, the primacy of rice or ata as the 
criterion of^ estimate is recognized as almost a universal proposition 

1 In Andhra, amongst the Vysyas — ^whose custom it is to feed 
the guests on both sides (bride and bridegroom) the test is provided 
by the question — “How many leaves today?” The rererence is to 
the leaves In which the dinner is served to the guests as thalis 
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ore nefer used In South India In dinners or even In private home 
life — except by children. , 

’ Jeflervm (7— 10— 4S) 

Jefferson vra* bom on April 13 174? His mother was a 

Randolph. Father was a democrat Governor of Virginia twice and 
declined a third time, and entered Congress 1783 He was the 3rd Pre- 
sident of the Republic In 1801 — declined a Srd ctance In 1809 and 
sett ed quietly on his Estate In Montlcello bought for Napoleon for 
15 feinion dollan everything between Mliglsslpl and Rochlm; -the 
Lon&ma purchase which was reviled at by his enemies. He doubled 
the sire of the TTjSJL He thwarted the clnimn of Canada, Mexico 
and Ru sla to our pacific NW Ha was tie author of the third 
phrase In the exp re es lon — **Llfe Liberty and pursui t of happiness" 
original versions bring Life liberty and ' p ru p t rly* though he was 
a man of property 

HU height of spirit, and breadth and depth of inind are Im 
measurable Jefferson though a Phflosop''er Architect Law maker 
Inventor Farmer Writer Naturalist, Blble-student and Moralist, 
had faith In the students and founded the Unlverrity of Virginia. 
He abolished the decree by which the eldest son Inherits all— though 
he was hlmiwlf an eldest son, and finally be separated Church and 
State 

Whisky and dgarcftte 

• Bow prices have shot up may be Judged from the fact that 
Scotch Whisky now arils at Ra. 70 a bottle and 555 cigarette tins 
at Rs. 10 each. The latter sold this tlmo last year at Rs. 1-8-0 and 
soon got on to Rs. 1-14-0 

(17—10—45) 

Today Is Ohathurdhl before Deepavall — a great day fox the 
SoTiOffinis (Saubbgyavathls) of the Punjab who observe a fast 
and perform pu^a. The PoomamI that has Just preceded Is equal y 
Important. It Is the finest day of the year On the sea coast. It Is 
one of the four Poumamls — (Asbada. Kartlka. Magh and VaUak) 
compendiously described as an cr nr \ on which a seabath Is 
prescribed. Qujerat celebrates this Poumaml by having the Ras 
Dance In the night while In Baroda the dance lasts the whole night.. 

» 

Triphlbtan Soperviskn (18 — 10 — 45) 

For some tlmo I have not noted any changes in the Home affairs 
of cur abode — only because there is nbthing to chanre Laterly 
however th^ charge of the kitchen has changed bands, Shankerrao 
bavtnR given place to PrafuUa Babu. Hitherto the vege arian and 
the non-vegetarian section were under their respective jharges. But 
the two portfolios axe now combined so that the new Incumbent 
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might hold Triphibian charge (of the vegetable and curry section) 
covering Land (vegetables), water (fish) and air (murgi) <for a year 
nr until further c.oanges, — ^whichever should be later ' 

f Grass in Bed <- 

It IS said that a certain king of Udaipur swore that he would 
drive the Moghuls out of India and that until he achieved his object 
he would not sleep except on a grass bed 

As time passed, a few blades of grass came always to be laid 
under the head as symbolical of tie old vow which had failed of ‘•its 
purpose To this day, they say the semblance of the vow is kept 
up 

Detenu vs Security Prisoner 

In speaking of the political prisoners, both these terms are being 
promlEcuous’y used And when this evening the conversation turned 
upon their distinctive features. Sirdar said, “Oi' the Security Pri- 
soners are there as of light, while the detenus are there under suf- 
ference ” 

The Mule 

It IS perhaps well known that the mule is the product of a 
miscegenation — born of the horse and the ass — so that it inherits the 
strength of the dad and the patience of the dam There is no rea- 
son, however, why it s lould not inherit the stupidity of the dam and 
the restiveness of the dad — as the famous story told of Bernard 
Shaw goes — ^when a beautiful lady went to him and asked him to 
marry her saying the progeny will have your mtelligence and ray 
beauty to which the redoubtable Shaw is said to have replied — sup- 
posmg the progeny gets my beauty and your intelligence* Anyway, 
tie pomt about the mule is that a mule cannot breed its own kind. 
That is a strange curse indeed Whether, however, a horse and a 
mule can breed the mule kind is not known In any case the hor'-e 
as the dad is the indispensable fac^^or Many cases, however, are 
reported of the foahng of mules whicn have given birth to a colt 

The Beard or the Tuft 

A burglar — got mto a banya house and sat upon his chest and 
was strokmg the banya’s beard somewhat violentlv The banya 
begged to be r-eleased But the burglar would not listen So the 
bunya thougit out a device and said, “Mea, Dadhi'' Dedh so, Choti 
Charso” The beard is worth lYz hundreds while the tuft is 400 
Ihe burglar takmg the hint, released the beard and was in search 
of the tuft, but tie banya had a bald head and ha'vmg got off the 
burglar’s release bolted, leaving tl?,e burglar to stew in his own juice. 

O* 

AkhaFs wonder world 

1 Akb^r was informed that a dhobi’s son — a child who was 
sleeping on a pial rolled down mto a stream below and was tkken 
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away by the cxinent In the night to a dhtance of 20 miles where he 
was rescned by another d^bh a relation who IdenUfled the 
and reetoruf to the parent, the boy 

* • « • 

2. A blind man was tahen to Akbar who was able to read poetry 
by placing his band under his armpit. They said it was due to 
practice and exercise. Akbar tested and found It so. 

* • « 

• 

3, Twins In a campaign, two twins enlisted as soldiers and 
one died In battle. There was a dhpute between the wives of the 
two as to whose husband tie deceased was, for both wanted to o 
One was bom a few minutes earlier than the other and the wife 
of the elder when asked to support her claim stated that they bare 
lost a oJPwn up son of 16 and that toe grief was so severely felt by 
the deceased that If only his liver was laid bare It would (how the 
mark of an arrow which killed the boy This was dona and to hla 
great wonderment, Akbar found the mark. 

• • ^ 

i, A child was brought to Akbar whcsse head was big and boggy 
and was growing more and more He presented a tight fitting 
leather cap to be worn day and night and It ceased to grow 

« « • 

6 An elephant was crossing a river and the 'Mahout stated that 
the Iron ghain became golden It was verified but no second eoqierl- 
ment succeeded and thus was disillusioned Akbar who at first 
thought that be discovered a philosopher's stone In the ^rer 

On Money 

*Tf a man runs after money he^ money mad If he keeps It, 
be is a capitalist if he spends It. be Is a playboy If be doesn't get 
It, he s a ne'er do^well U he doesn't try to get It be lacks ambition 
If ho ge 8 It without wo r ki ng for It, he's a parasite and If he accu- 
mulates It alter a lUetlme of bard work people call him a fool who 
never got anything out of life *'~The Ttms* of India^ 13-10-43 

Green Hor ses 

AH army horses are If white •painted green In China to camou 
flage them against olr craft 

God protects the Tiger an) the ReptHe ^ 

Food aiftl famine have proved the tragedy of India, notably of 
Bengal Elr Azlxnl Euq wanted to bunt the hoarded and speculator 
but failed. This has ^ven birth to a story In a Oujajatl Wecky 
the h^jabandhu of Ahmedabad. There was once a master who 
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engaged a servant named Abdulla who was a good-shot Master 
and servant went out a-hun'ing(to a lake where there were plenty 
of white cranes Abdulla aimed at them and the fhot went right 
to the target but the crafty cranes flew in a jiffy Then they decided 
to try their chance m the jungle where there were animals and bir^s 
but hkewise tiey too escaped being shot Then Abdulla said, “Mas- 
ter, your gun is excellent, the cartridges are first rate, my own marks- 
manship IS not bad but there is God above who is determined to 
piotect the animals and the birds The master is Sir Azizul Hug 
who wanted his man to shoot the hoarder and the speculator^ but 
apparently God is protecting them for not one fell to the ‘Hug’ 
guns 

Beggar pays for the operation 

A beggar in Karachi was operated on When the abdomen was 
opened, they found in the stomach Rs 200 and the doctors thus 
received perhaps a better fee than from a rich patient 

O 9 9 

15th of August IS one of those tragic days which w'll for ever 
hve m woild’s memory for that day m the year 1943 marks the 
first annhersary of a noble soul who had lived the life of Gandhi 
along with him, and lived as full and fruitful a life himself as he 
helped Gandff to lead Gandhi ended his autobiography with the 
year 1919 There was but one writer who could cover the later penod 
and that was Mahadev from whose knowledge there was not one 
event or incident, in Gandhi’s life, that was kept a secret There 
are volumes of manuscnpts in Gujarati, Hindi and English in 
Mahadev’s band which might not be easily deciphered' by any one 
else, much less elucidated and elaborated into a connected story of 
anecdote an& achievement of Gandhi's hfe The treasures are there 
like archaeological inscriptions but archaeological of a hving age 
and of a living person May Mahadev’s spirit inspire and hover 
over lum whose sacred and ennobling task it may be yet to piece 
together those mfinite and imfathomable details of the life of the 
greatest man of the contemporary world 

Sravan 

The cycle of season brings with it the cychc renewal of festivals 
— once again the Naga Panchami comes and once again the first 
day of Sravan marks the day of rejoicmg over the ‘normal outbreak 
of the monsoon and the transplantation of crops or their sprout- 
mg Never has the proposition of India being self-con' alned for 
her food and ciops, been more critically tested than today when 
the second‘city in the Empire witnesses hundreds and thousands of 
people staiving, grovellmg m the streets with /passers -by helplessly 
lookmg on, and if any sympathetic onlooker took pity and removed 
a boy in quest of an asylum, he had to return disappointed, only 
to place him back where he was picked up and where he is no^ left 
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—to die. India la the land 6t cnlUTators, of food and self-anfllclency 
It Is no use diaflenglng this propcaltion Even now If there had 
* been tmnspdrt and talent, there would have been adequate supply 
of. foo(L > 

Burning or Burial 

The following note In the Press (31 8-43) provides another 
study In contrast In India 

“A piquant situation arose today wbon Hindus and Muslims 
ViQimp d t^ body of Dr Mongoblnd Sahu who died this mom 
ihg lor disposal according to the rites of their communities 
The matter was referred to the District Magistrate and ultl 
mately It was agreed by both parties to entrust the task to Khan 
Bahadur Mushohlb Khnn , Sub-Dlvlslonal Officer and Pandit 
ifnHifli Tlcoo Chairman of the Cuttack Municipality who dls 
posed of the body with the assistance of the AJIP staff The 
body was taken out from the doctor's residence amidst cries of 
“Ram Nam Satya Hal" and Allah Eo Akbar” It was carried in 
an ARJP van and was burled In the public place between the 
Hindu cremation ground and the Muslim burial ground. The 
sltnatlcm thus being eased, the crowds which had collected at 
Dr Sahas residence dispersed.** 

This tragic event terminating the life of a man full of years and 
good reputaUcn as a doctor has gtven rise to a comic aspect. Was 
It not ludicrous to have dinxtsed of the corpse In between the Hindu 
cemetery and the Moslem burial ground? But could there be a 
compromise between burial and burning? As a Muslim he hod to 
be burled and as a Hindu he had to be burnt. It Is lucky that tlie 
District Magistrates arbitration did not go the length ol suggesting 
a bisection of the body — one half to be buried and the other half to 
be burnt. The AJIP Force and the AJU* van came to the rescue 
of the arbitrator It must have comprised a Muslim and a Hindu 
section both of which must have assisted In nutting the corpse Into 
the AJIP van and taking It out of the AJlJ* waggon. But where 
in the midst of this tragic-comedy was the family of the deceased 
doctor? He was a popular physician and one with strong ConTre s 
sympathies. He Vig/i a Muslim friend and both went to Jail In 1021 
In 1028, ho took the Muslim faith against the advice of his Moslem 
friend but was forthwith reconverted to Hinduism by the Aiya 
Sama] Apparently the Muslim friends would not recognlzo the 
reconversion either In fact or In theory Was it their contention,^ — 
“once a Muslim always a Muslim ? If so, iwhy could not Ohe Hindus 
plead llkewUo? Anyway the District Magistrate grievously erred In 
the arbitration, for It was the family that had to decide the matter 
and once the decision was taken, it bad to be Implcmentejl with the 
aid of* Section 144 and an adequate Police Three 
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But coming to the relative prevalence of Burning ani Burial 
amongst the Hindus, the pracfece in different provincec differs in 
this as in other customs In Andhra, the vast bulk of tl\e population ' 
bury then dead, but the ‘Dwijas’ burn Nevertheless amongst the 
Aradhya Biahmins or Lingadharis as they are called a question, of 
perpetual interest (one might say, a burning question) at the con- 
ferences of the community is whether it ought to encourage crema- 
tion or buiial and many a hardy annual has been fought over it in 
the Kistna District In the North, the practice seems to be thaA as 
a rule, all aie burnt Bunal is the exception Of course, to «com- 
plete the picture, one may add, the Sadhus are neither burnt nor 
buried but are thrown into a running river 

12 Faces and one bodj 

A certain Kuig was informed that a Sadhu was able to fly The 
Kmg oidered that he be arrested and brought to his presence The 
fouj went duly armed to his residence, which was the topmost 
storey of a high tower havmg 12 windows and when the soldiers 
looked at the Sadhu from the bottom through each of the windows, 
they saw tw'elve faces and twelve Sadhus They naturally were per- 
plexed ard prayed to the King to state which of the twelve had to 
be ai rested The King in despair threw up the job and left the 
Sadhu unscathed This reminds one of the story which Mr Edwin 
Samuel Montagu narrated in his diary about Mrs Besant Lord 
Chelmsford complained that this old lady was giving tiouble after 
her release from mtemment in Ooty (1917 June to September) and 
wanted to take action agamst her and consulted Mr Montagu who 
was then touring India The latter said, “Do what you like and I 
will support' you but don’t consult me beforehand Only I warn you 
Your proposal to punish Mrs Besant reminds me of Siva cutting 
Parvati into 50 pieces and he saw 50 Parvatis before him ’’ 

Thakalluf 

The observance of ceremonial manners is always associated with 
the cities where kmgs reign The Court atmosphere is charged with 
the courtesies of society The Lucknow manners, even today, are 
considered highly polished When you call a Chowkidar, you get an 
insight mto those manners You order him to do a thmg He 
receives it with a pohte ‘achcha^ When you reiterate it, he says, 
■‘acha-a-a’ and finally when you add any further instruction, he 
says ‘achcha-a-a-a ’ 

In ea&h provincial area, there is the Provmcial idiom of man- 
ners — ^if one may say so But' it seems to be common that the 
dependents, servants and subordinates, all refer to the master in 
the third nerson. In Andhra, they say ‘Ehnavaru (=the rulers) 
corresponmng to the idiom in Lucknow described earher, in- well-^ 
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jnannereQ society— notably among the Kshntrias of tbe OodaTorl 
District wtiOk are rery pink of manners when you say something 
they say ChUham (your) pleasure When you emphasise your point 
as It were a reminder they say in quick succession — ChUham 
Cht^ham twice and when finally you admonish them to remember 
the matter they receive it with ChUham‘Chtt?uim~ChUham and 
say thia with such quickness and courtesy that we cannot possibly 
bring It out In writin g and that too tn a foreign language 

* The Mewathb 

Tfie Mewathls are a particular tribe of people in Alwar and 
Share tpur who are a few lakhs tn numbers, and who are both Hindu 
and Muslim In faith They have a DTionJta on tbe hiTU and when 
it strikes. It Is a call to oU the people to gather together for a fight 
Ten or fifteen years ago there was an internal quarrel and the call 
of the Dhanka gathered together the people and they had a free 
fight with weapons resulting tn a fairly heavy cosualUes of dead 
and wounded. A few hours later the Police repaired to the place 
but all their enquiries resulted in no evidence whatever forthcoming 
That was the Jatha banda. 

The Lenar Eclipse 

The second year of our confinement has witnessed the Innar 
eclipse. We bdve all seen the hmor eclipses at sometime or another 
While the English educated section merely looks upon them os 
a s tronomical phenomena the sepoys and tbe prisoners here are 
excited over the event They want to know Its exact time (11 28 
P-m In this case) They must fast in the day But tbe nature and 
degree of tbe fast are variable. In South India, they qbserve tbe 
fast tbe whole day and can feed only after the release of the moon 
from the grip of Baku or E’efu But In Maharashtra, the 
fast Is to be observed only for 3 hours before the beginning of the 
eclipse. 

Almost tbe first festival of tbe official year of Ahmednagor Fort 
Is JanmashtamL Here the day of obserrance varies for the Volsh 
navltes and the Rmnrthm. In India, tbe anniversaries of great men 
and AvatoTB are observed on tbe birthday — not the death day 
Bama Naxami an2i Janvuuhtami are Sotb birthdays of Bree Roma 
flnrt Bree Krishna respectively TW observance consists In a fast In 
the day and a feast by night Tbe feast strictly speaking covers 04 
preparations but to us here, it Is all in theory remembered with all 
the greater only because we are bound, not free ' 

Bhal write* ha the Steieman — 

Last month was the gayest in tbe Hindu calendar an^ some of 
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you might have noticed' festive crowds m the streets and in the 
villages But for the distress (.food shortage has brought to some 
parts of India, the celebrations would have been on dn appreciable* 
scale ( 

I have written before on Rakshabandhan, the festival of bro- 
thers and sisters Another event was Janma Asthami, marking the 
birthday of Krishna, one of the many incarnations of God accord- 
ing to the Hmdu religion and one who is said to have inspired a 
great work on philosophy called the “Gita “ However in popular 
imagination' Krislma lives not as a mystic and recluse but as«a gay 
character who laughed his way through this world, one who in him- 
self had all the human attributes and demonstrated how they 
should be blended to produce a harmonious pattern of life 

He is held as the embodiment of the cult of Bhakti (devotion) 
As a child he brought happiness to his parents, as a youth he was 
the gay lover and as a man mature in years he sliowed the way of 
correct action — deeds without fear or hopes of gain, but as a matter 
of duty 

lirishna was bom while his parents were in captivity in his uncle 
Kansa’s capital at Muttra Kansa had already killed, the story goes, 
seven of lirishna’s brothers, as It had been foretold that he would 
be punished for his misdeeds by a son of his sister On the night of 
Krishna’s birth, however, a storm occurred, the gates of the prison 
were thrown open, and while the guards slept Krishna's father fled 
across the Jumna with the child 

It was raining heavily The Jumna was in flood and Krishna’s 
father was^ unable to get across, but a snake with seven heads 
appeared and gave Khishna protection from the rain The flood a’so 
subsided and Krishna was safely taken to the opposite bank and 
left there with a friend of the family 

A feature of this festival is the bathing of idols of the child 
Elrishna These are taken from their customary places m the houses 
to the river by the devotees, who immerse them and then bring 
them back after they have been blessed at the temples 

Throngs of gaily dressed Hindus visit the river for a bath early 
in the mornmg This inaugurates the' fast which is broken after 
midnight After the bath the worshippers go to the temple As 
they enter the temple they strike the large temple bell and then 
advance and lay their offerings before the idol 

Cl c 

The temples dedicated to Krishna are decorated aiad the Images 
are draped in expensive new 'clothes Devotional singing continues 
on untU midnight when the birth of the god is heralded with the 
blowing of conches and a special worship 
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j nnnta A rthami It an occatlon Of great rejoicing In Mnttra and 
Brlndaban, There Krlthna I2 believed to have spent a good deal of 
liii early life. 

Road AcoMents * 

In the 1st two yean of the war acddenta and casualties in the 
British armed forces were 1 45^12. In 1D42 one war year only 
casualties on the road were 147,644. Of these 1/0 were of children 
ttnder 15 


is annas tn the Bopee— dead 

A learned Pandit was crossing the Padma rlyer In Bengal. The 
Padma at Comllla is very wide and In the flood season extends over 
a broad exp atw of 10 to 16 miles. To cross such a long distance 
on a country boat takes hotzra and one never knows, when a storm 
may not develop The Pandit asked the boataman whether he had 
studied the Nyaya philosophy *Tfo'* he said, *T am a poor Illiterate 
being. What do I know about philosophy or studies?” Oht sold 
the Pandit, annas In the rupee or 50 p.e. of your life is wasted.” 
Then the Pandit asked him whether he had studied Sankhya, Vol 
aheahlka, Mimamsa Bhagavata and Vedanta and with each *no 
that he got for answer be declared *30 much more of your life is 
wasted nntli the aggregate loss amotmted to 14 annas in the rupee. 
As the coovenation was developing to the 14 anna limit, dork clouds 
began to appear ta the skies and the weather became stormy and the 
boat>ewain In tom asked the erudite Pandit a simple question, 
“Mahasaya do you know swimming?” *^0” was the answer and 
Pandit added, *Wh7 do you ask me the question. I am not d boat- 
swain. I am a Brahman and Pandit” The boatswain co<Jlly replied 
”Ko there la nothing particular you see the dark clouds In the sky 
A storm Is brewing and It may mean that the boat sinks and 11 you 
can’t swim, your lUe is ruined 16 annas In the rupee ” 

Even so the moderate politician asks Congressmen whether they 
worked the Mlnto-Morley Reforms and when they h^ar the answer 
”No” they say Congressmen’s lives are wasted 8 nnnaa in the rupee 
Then they ask why they resigned their ministries In 1939 Another 
6 nnnm Is wasted making up 14 annas. But the Congre ss men ask 
whether these estimable men and the loyalists know how to spend a 
couple of years in JalL And when '•they say ”No” they little realise 
how they are bound to sink (16 annas In the rupee) In the ocean flood 
of subjecUon because on these high seas, one has to give fight to the 
Britisher who firmly holds what be has. * 

The Kites Again 

The lapse of a year has begun to repeat past experiegeea. The 
9th of August almost synchronised with the disappearance of the 
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cuckoo — ^no longer do we 'hear its sweet voice early in the morning in- 
variably at 4 am The traditional behef is that thee cuckoo is a 
visitor in the Vasant ntu But we can vouch for it, the ‘bird was here‘ 
long before the seaspn had set in and remained long a^ter it — 
altogether not less than four or five months ^ 

Agam the two kites of last year have begun to settle themselves 
on the crests of the ventilators of our terraced buildings One httle 
knows for how many decades, they have established this right, but 
one may be permitted to ask why this couple alone choose to beguile 
their time thuswise while the rest are perched on the tree^ The 
explanation is simple Do not, while the pick of a city’s population 
frequents clubs m the evemngs, some rare couples drive in a carriage 
to outside the^city, far from the maddmg crowd*^ 

King Fisher 

We have already said that the crow attacks the kite foi the form- 
er flies faster than the latter The King Crow attacks the crow But 
the kmg crow is the friend of the cultivator for it attacks a certain 
insect which devastates the crops m Bengal The bird has a long 
tail and it whips up the msects from the stalks of the com and when 
the insects begin to fly about, the birds catch them and eat them. 
They aie busy the whole day There is a law that anyone who shoots 
the king crow or the vultures would be prosecuted 

The vultures are protected because they are the lUipaicL scaven- 
gers’ of nature that feed on carcasses which otherwise would rot and 
ruin public health 

If you went to Lahore or Delhi some years ago — (it is not likely 
that they have maikedly improved) and put up in the old city and 
asked where the latrine was, you would be directed to the top floor 
—perhaps the sixth in Lahore or a lower one in Delhi which is open 
and has no roof That terrace is used as a latnne and the scavenger 
has the advantage of climbmg up by one stair case and then skipping 
from terrace to terrace in a whole row of buildmgs which aie conti- 
guous With each other at the top and then climbmg down by the same 
stahease For this purpose, it is said that the end-house has a special 
staircase Of course in the meantime, birds clear the area The 
additional tragedy and the disgrace, however, cpnsist m the fact 
that in summer the inmates of buildings sleep in that very open 
space with the stench aroimd them This must be put an end to at 
once 

o t 'Genius 

Once Sir J C Bose had described genius as planned determina- 
tion and we may add — on the subject of a man's special aptityde. 
The addition is hardly necessary Genius is not merely quick under- 
standing or ready wit or power of repartee, or fine presentation of 
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a case Imaginative perception but all Cbese ore required to con 
stitute a cqulus. Laborious pursu it pt a theme an enquiry or a re 
search, hard tbinMng light dreaming a daring peep into the future 
an indomitable striving to unravel the riddle — these alone make for 
it^ccess. Wo have mnldst us FJLS^ and Nobel prizemen and by a 
comparison of their habits, ire can easily tell who Is a genius and 
who not. 

Ktmti Tutta. tlW 

,For some time past a film has been on view In Poona entitled 
the Unmarried Woman’s ChUd.” It has drawn largo houses and the 
organizers have instituted a debate on the subject with prizes ranging 
from Rj. 25/ to Bs. 6/- In two sets— one for boys and the other for 
girls— making on aggregate of R« 100 This may be shocking to 
some because to delicate a subject U sought to be made the subject 
of a public debate amongst bo^ and girls. There is no use drawing 
the blind eye before our vlslcta and shutting off such questions on the 
groxmd of their delicacy If their discussion is doLcatc much more 
delicate Is their occurrence In life In our country public opinion has 
come to view with abhorrence the cases of unmarried Blrl* concetv 
Ing and begetting But look at the termluatlon of these accidents, 
criminal abortions not seldom attended with death or InfanUcJde or 
abandoning a babe which may be picked up by an institution. True 
that organised help lo regard to the confinement and care of the 
mother and babe is apt to place a premium upon errors la life But 
those who think that such errors are less common now ore wnfuUy 
Ignoring the realities of society It Is high time that public opinion 
revised its trends and afforded help to tbeso striplings who have 
lapsed In life sheerty out of their ignorance or the wickedness of some 
aggressive male companion or seducer The child wlrfbw's fate In 
our country deserves cotnmisseraUon. And again how often may 
not the young wife be so victimised In utter Innocence but when her 
offences are condoned and she Is token carr of how often docs the 
not prove a truly loyal and loving vrtfel 

Jtball and Salyakama 

This episode Is relevant to this subject. Nothing Is left out In 
our UpanUhadi, which Is worth knowing about They treat of the 
story of Satyakama and JaboU whose details may wen bo recalled 
from the ChhandogyopanUhod and mtudJed In this context 

Satyakama Jaboll addresssed Ids mother saying Ofother I wish 
to lead the life of a rellgioua student for what family am I?” Rcany 
Satyakama Is the son’s name and Jabaii ^s that of the nether The 
boy th^ mother to ten him to what family of Rlshis he belonged 
“I do not know my child of what family thou art In my youth 
when I h ad to move about much as a servant I conceived thee. Bo I 
did not know of what family thou art But I am Jabail Ly name and 
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thou art Satyakama So ‘mention thyself as Satyakania Jabkli” Tn 
the commentary however, there is a further ques ion ^nd further 
answer referred to Bemg asked as to why she did not 
know it, she said, “In my husband's house, I had to move 
about much in attending upon guests and constantly moving abojit, 
I had no time to ask about and know the name of joui family In 
my j^outh i e , that was the time when I conceived thee and it was 
then t lat thy father died ” The son went to Gautama, and to^ his 
future Guiu as he was instructed in the Sanskrit text quoted ^We 
do not kow why the commentary speaks of the husband of J^bali 
when she was not married Was it a euphemism for the man by 
whom she conceived Satyakama? Anyway the boy was received by 
the Guru because he spoke the truth The young pupil was duly 
mitiated because he had not flmched from the truth 

Hera we have a remarkable story which we may well chensh as 
a gmde to us m life 


Upa Karma (13 — 9*— ’43) 

Today is Ananta Chaturdashi for the Maharashtras and they per- 
form upa karma The courts have a half holiday and open only 
at 2 pm In Andhra Desha upa karma is performed on Sravana 
Pummia But this has nothing to do with the Maharashtra prac- 
tice Here on the Chaturdashi, they worship a silk strmg which they 
later on tie on their wrists On this day, the Ganesha idols are con- 
signed to the river 

The spider and the Ant (15 — 9 — ’43) 

Natuie’s provision of food for all is a mystery Why it creates 
hfe only to t destroy it for supplying food for other ‘lives’ is what 
puzzles us The spidei weaves its web and catches its prey — mos- 
quitoes, ants, flies and other msects The black big ant is a com- 
mon prey and is so often seen entangled alike m the big spider web, 
and the small cobwebs on walls and in the corners of rooms Today 
I have witnessed one sueh ant climbing up to the top of a wall where 
there were two big spiders and a young one perched m royal stjde m 
their mansion I watched the ant creepmg up to its destiny and 
when it was as yet 2 mches from the frontiers of the spider’s fort, 
the big male spider leapt up, as it were, on to the^ant and covered 
it with its legs on all sides and forthwith began to weave the web 
on to its body, at the same time giving the poor ant a few knocks 
with its leg points Hie ant became dazed and motionless and the 
web was fast mcreasmg m^size and tangle — ^when the ant recovermg 
balance— vigorously sought to wriggle itself out of the n^eshes which 
were as yet wet and weak and for which the ant was too weighty 
In its kicking against the network, it came off the waU and lay sus- 
pended m naid air foi a tenth of a second and by sheer gravity fell 
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to tlte trotmxi^ recorered from Its dased condition and shook off the 
shock and forthwith began to march along the wail but this time 
dlrerted Ita course away from the web and at right angles to it. 
Woat fs the spectator to do? Is he to rescue ..the ant and deprive the 
•plder of Its prey or allow the victim to reach Its doom and satisfy 
his scientific curiosity? In this caso I hod the sntUfacUon that I 
had both , 

It la strange how the spider — a big one Is able to entrap a wing 
ed insect twice as big as itself Lost night, I witnessed the latter 
Just being captured by the former and struggling to be free Its 
legs and anUnoe were furiously at work and the more that was so 
the more the tpld^ was weaving Its web round It, moving one of 
its legs up and down ever so fast and drawing its victim closer and 
closer to itself But oh the while the timely atraefile of tho victim 
to liberate Itself having resulted In freeing Us wings It made a 
desperate effort to fly on to the tyrant and give It a sting and in this 
conimoUon was merely hanging by a single thread of the web which 
In recognition of Its heroism, I thought It fit to snap The spider 
was deprl^ed of its prey almost from Us Ups but the Insect became 
reiurrected and free, 

Tho Blind Folded Chess Player 

rhrtc— March 15 1M3 writes about Kolty— the Yogi He Is 
the world's blind fold chess champion 39 yean old Belgian bom 
Georges Kotanowsky— who is not actually blind folded but sits 
backing the chess board, is told their moves and makes his own 
orally is recognired as the world's blind fold champion since 1934 
when he played 54 opponents at a time without losing a game The 
match lasted 13Mt hours with Umo only for meals Seven years ago 
(in 1938) he undertook a series of exhibitions In Switzerland He 
played 10 game m atches In 26 different centres on 2C consecutive 
days and won In each contest moro than a majority of games. In 
March 43 he played 6 unblindfolded club-members simultanooaaly 
won four games and drew two 

When friends insisted that he mujt be a yogi nnd called so 
despite his protests, he explained T suppose I have an auditory 
niemory It is as though I have a gramophone record In the back 
of my head. I rdcord the moves on It. If I forget, I piay the record. 
He was a Manhattan diamond cutter 

100 600 Tons of Rice From 04350 

The food situation In the c ountry is-Jbaining and as»lf to show 
up the weavers of British Rule there comes an offer published In 
the ■Peoples's War” Calcutta— from Bree Subash Chandra Bose of 
I lakh of tons of rice for Bengal and it seems that the Bengal Min- 
istry rfUd not respond to the offer Could not the Bed Chas Society 
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be made the medium of dcceptancc Veiily starvation relief is be- 
yond the boundaries — of friend £^nd foe r 

C 

Government’s Economics * 

“Do as I say, not as I do” is a poor maxim in life -but it richjy 
illustrates the conduct of Government and if you are in doubt about 
the correctness of the statement, read the following excerpts from 
the Statesman’s conespondence column 

“We leceive much instruction from Government how «we 
should -.conduct ourselves and our affairs in war-time, but do we 
always receive example from that source? It is my duty as a 
plantei to forward a monthly Vital Statistics form to the appro- 
priate officer The form is 67” long, 18” deep (this is not a johe) 
and on an average the information conveyed is that two people 
died durmg the month (giving age and causel, and that three 
came into the world (giving sex) The form is 33 1/3 times the 
size of the ordinary commercial half sheet of paper which is 
commonly used, and which would easily contain the required, 
mformation ” 

Temperature 

From a study of our Thermometer we recognize that low tem- 
perature and cold don’t go together We almost have the Snillong 
tempeiature 72“ and 65“ in September One would expect 72° to be 
cold — but no — ^not always At 80“ it may be colder than 72“ Cold 
depends upon other factors obviously 

Hobbies (19— 9— ’43) 

Where there are birds, there are feathers We have all read in 
our geography about the soft down of eder duck Such soft down 
you see, shed by the minah, the swallow and the sparrow When- 
ever these birds fly, they shake off some of the tender feathers from 
their wings I have taken a fancy to these feathers and begun to 
gather them every everting and when asked why, I casually said — 
for a pillow A pillow! it takes a decade, they said “Yes as we re- 
mam here for more than a half a decade, we shall get more than 
half a pillow” I rephed And from that day ahnost every friend is 
contributing to the pillow m the hope the sooner the pillow, the 
qmcker the release'! ^ 

Paper Wrappers (24 — 9 — ’43) 

Paper Itas become scarore durmg the war and has not been avail- 
able for love or money Occasionally a sheet is sold for an anna 
But my practice for the past 37 years m hfe having been to write all 
notes, memos, articles and books on wrapper paper or opened out 
envelopes or the reverse of letters received and of account books and 
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reglst«rs I tbought It right to contliiiie thla healthy and anfahing 
reaourca ^thont rnaWng a complaint of the wax scarcity And 
friends haVe been obliging — both Blrxlarjl and Jawaharlaljl as veB 
as the Soperlntendent. But I hare toimd a ^strange competitor In the 
Bombay Secretariat— now at Poona. For the lost few weeks, we have 
received papers addressed to Sirdar}! — copies of the rrflmne with 
out the wrappers and a diligent enquiry has shown that the clerk 
tn the Secretariat at Poona must have been using up these wrappers 
btcause they are white and decent to write upon. Apparently ho has 
a ion or two. Nowadays, dau^tora too require huge exerdso books 
and volume of paper who are at college and the father under the 
of war mnditjnn^ must have thought that of a better system 
of economy 

Hitler and the Jews 

Some years ago, Herr Hitler and Dr Schatt were reported to have 
had a conversation on the Jews. Hitler was unwilling to admit that 
the Jews were cleverer than the Oennans, while Schatt nothing lack 
Ing In hlj antl-Jewlsm, realised they were cleverer than the Oennans. 
It became a matter for test and both went to a Oerman shop where 
they asked for a tea set suitable for a left handed person The shop- 
keeper searched the whole shop consulted all bis collmgoes, looked 
up the whole lot of Invoices and regretted they had not any of the 
required character Next they two went to a Jewish shop and the 
shopkeeper began to appear to tMnk over the problem altogether a 
bnfning one tcratched his head, went aside Into the stores made a 
vigorous eearch and produced a set carefully brought to the two 
dlstlagulahed customers for approval 

‘Ohl yes, that is Just the stuff required, said thef and they de 
sired to know the price The Jew said It was a rare set, the only 
surviving one out of a quarter doaen specially manufactured to order 
Jong ago and gave a price three times that of the ordinary set. The 
money was paid end both came out. ‘TThat do you say to this? 
asked Schatt Rejjlled Hitler *HDhl what dould the German do? He 
simply had not the set." “And the Jew had It. Is U?" asked Schatt 
“Yes** said Hitler “My dear fellovr said Schatt, ‘the Jewish sbop- 
keei>er went toslde took a common set whose handles are to the 
right when usually exposed for sale turned them an leftward, put 
them In a beautiful tray and pyodoced It before your eminence 1 It 
proved not only that the Jew was clever but that the German was 
•tuirtd — not excepting Hitler who tried to excuse the German shop- 
keeper by saying “He has not got It.”-* a 

Bshaltm 

One of the most fantastic pieces of architecture in UBJL is on 
Inke Mechlgan shores In subrnban 'Wilmette. It is ^ melange of 
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ancient style sparkling v,ll!h tons or v.hSlc Quart? crystals repre- 
sented eleven years labour was Just completed m jprln'^ of '10 13, has 
nine sides, stands In a nine acre park aid Is supp'irtcd by'9 concrftc 
pieis Nine Is a signlficayl figure v.lth Baliai'-m bf'ea’re it Is the. last 
digit Tne Bahai faith was founded in Persia in 10a3 by Mirra 
Husajm All who took the name Dahn-ul-Allah (tlv' glory ol God) 
Unity of maklnd, universal peace, abolition of Incqunlltie ) of rcaltli 
and a world absorbing all religions now c" 'ant of whicli it be- 
lieved there arc nine which tlic nine pillars repre ent But ihcec 
IS no unanimity of opinion ns to which 'these nine arc Amongst 
tile religious symbols In the temple arc the Swasliit— -the circle, the 
triangle, the Jewish G points star, the Greek and the Romen cro:" 

Time, May (11, ’43—13) 


liurnl Customs 

Tire point of debate Is whether llic dead bodies taken in coffln-s 
are buried with them or v Itliout them The general Christian prac- 
tice seems to be to burj* t'lem in the coflln as is indicated liy the c'*- 
pressli'n ‘drive the last nail in the coflln' Tne Mu£salm''n$ have 
both sj'stcms — bunal in coflln and burial of the bod> itself without 
the cofTin The Parsl practice of lifting the corpse on a plat- 
form on to a ho'glit in the silent Tower— tliorc to be eaten up 
by eagles and vultures and the bones to fall Into a deep well below 
—IS v^cll known in outline, but no one other than a Par, I 1*? allowed 
to sec the face of a Parsl dead hoclj— not even, ■;?>, a Hindu wife 
of a deceased Pars! husband' Tlierc seems to be anothci custom re- 
gulating the disposal of the Parsi dead bodj of the four staircases 
that lead up tp the Toxcer, the one In that direction Is sclectca which 
just the opposite of that which he faced at birth 

Ducks’ Eggs 

Whether eggs come under meat or vegetable has been a long* 
debated point There arc^those who call themselves vegetarians who 
hov/ever allow themselves eggs and fls i but not meat But amongst 
these who take eggs, there are two divisions— those whoso menu is 
limited to hen’s eggs and those who cat duck’s eggs as well or ex- 
clusively For one thing, the latter are said to be chcapei But why 
the duck should be held in contempt as compared vvitli the lien Is a 
mystery In Bengal, wo hear, dueiJs eggs are eaten by the com- 
monalty 

A Funeral 
1 } c 

In Egypt long ago, to bury men in State, « 

They hired out women folk wao followed this vocation, 

To walk behind the hearse and utter lament-ation 
One d’ay then while they bury some one great, 
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A weeping crowd with groans tbit never cease. 

The late lamented from tl^ life so abort 
To hL last home escort 
T-j rest In peace. 

A atxanger watching thinking that sorrow of thlw sort 
None but the Kinsfolk of the dead could ahow 
Tell me* he asked them ‘would yon soon forget yonr woe* 
Were I bring him back to yon 
I am a wizard that Is a think I can do 
* We have bnt to apply a charm most efflcaclona — 

* To life the dead man starts. 

‘Good Father they exclaim rejolcee ont weeping hearts, 
Only In this beside me pray yon to be gracious. 

In three days time or four the dead might die once more 
In life men looked for God, in him in vain. 

TU hardly likely hoTl be better now 
So kill htm off no matter howl 

An/^ then theyT hire os ont to monm for him again. 

And many a mlTHonnatre won’t help the world a olt 
Except by leaving it. 

(Russian fables of Ivan Krylov) 
Penguin Berles, 

Tambolft (U~^43) 

This word sounds very much like Tbum bolo* Doesn’t It? In 
fact, it Is a variant of this expression being the soldier’s rendering 
In naming a game which goes on every night by the side of our rooms 
In the Ahmednagar Fort. The soldier^ life it must be admitted as a 
hard one and some relaxation Is necessary and no game or avocation 
has the element of relaxation which has not the excitement of ipecn 
latlon. And the only form of gambling allowed In the military Is this 
Tambola. In it a Sergeant Major— generally so selected In order to 
keep orderliness and discipline amongst the soldiers Is the central 
figure round whom gather a number of Privates varying between 60 
and hundred. He distributes cards on each of which certain num- 
bers are given and each soldier takes In hand a card and watches the 
numbers m the Sergeant Major goes on reading the numbers In his 
own list like tils. 

Seventy two .* 

Eighty four 

Forty five ^ ^ 

Twentjt-nlne and so on — not Ih any particular order except the 
order marked In his list. As the Sergeant reads them In a loud drawl- 
ing sTvi sombre tone, he Intersperses humorous remarks associated 
with certain numbers such as 36 which Is two and six— ^lUs for pur 
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gatives given in the army ^nd known as “two six” which excites a 
loud laughter and a continued applause As the seigeant^ reads Ins 
numbers, each soldier ticks off the particular numbei thrt the ser- 
geant reads which happens to occur in his card And he wins whose 
numbeis on his card are all struck off earliest Of couise, sometfines. 
there is faking and so there is an assistant by the side of the sergeant 
who makes a note as each soldier stops the sergeant whenever his 
number and the number read by the sergeant happen to coincide 
The verification of the winners numbers is an elaborate process some- 
times attended with wanton attempts at faking But where is tte 
speculation m all this Here it Is Each soldier places a sum of 
money— generally 6 annas on the table and if there are a hundred, 
the hundred six annas are pooled Into Rs 37-8, which sum goes to 
the soldier whose numbers on the card are the first to be struck off 
and the identity is duly verified The prize is a big one undoubtedly 
and as no skill is involved, the excitement and relaxation — ^two in- 
compatibles physiologically speaking — are all the greater 

Seven Sisters 

With the change of season we have a change in the avine visitors 
I have not studied ornithology but friends say that the birds making 
a shrill, screechmg noise on the trees round about m the afternoons, 
— just when you are having or about to have a nap and in the even- 
mgs when you gather together to have a chat — ^belong to the order 
of "seven sisters” They are small birds with a long tail, altogether 
smaller than the green parrot but slightly bigger than the common 
sparrow You find them always not in pairs as you do the minaJis 
and the sparrows but in groups of seven or eight and therefoie they 
are called the seven sisters 

Ancieint Geniuses 

Certam names ate quite famihar to us but we know nothing 
more about them Perhaps that is proof of their greatness It is 
only lecently learned that Sankaracharya’s birth place is Kaladi in 
Malabar Panini comes from the Punjab and belongs to the village 
of Sanatm as described by Cunningham or the village of Lahore m 
the Punjab Province as described in a Buddlnstic work Whether 
the Lahore village is the same as Lahore town, we laiow not Bhas- 
karacharya, the great Mathematician belongs to Vljayapur or Blja- 
pur His gothram is Sandilya — ^the 'same as that of the Banerjees 
m Bengal and his father’s name is Neela Kantha Nagarjima, the 
great Buddhistic scholar h^is a hill named after him— Nagarjuna 
Konda, where recent excavations?’ have shown the basement and 
ground work of a monastery (Buddhistic seat of leammg) Vidya- 
ranya flourished in the Kingdom of Vijayanagar Thus a random and 
rapid survey *bf the great men of the past assigns — Sankara to Mrla- 
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bar lauQflBnJa to Tamil Nadu MadhavitcbarTa or Vldyanmya to 
Andbra ai^d Ukewlae Nagar]ima Blrbal of Akbar's Cotirt Bhas 
.karacharya ^to Kannada Desa, and Panlnl to the Punjab 

^ Modem Genlnses 

Coming to modern tdmea, we have a new order of eminent men 
— the F.fLSa, the Nobel prizemen and the redplrats of varloos other 
prlzea. sir J O Bose was onr first PJLB Ramanujan, the clerk In 
the Madras Cnstoms House was the second T.fltwr we have had 
FjiSz In Meg h anath Saha, Dr Bhatnagar and Dr Krishna and 
Blrbal Sahnl (Punjab) the son of Prof. Rlshlmm Sahnl and Bhabha 
The two Nobel Prltemen are wen known — Dr Rabindranath Tagore 
and Sir O V Raman. Knighthood has recently to be conferred on 
4avBnts in greater profusion than before Blr P C Ray Sir S Radhn 
wriuhnan^ Blr o V Raman, Sir j C BOse Sir S. 8 Bhatnagar These 
reiiresent TamQ Nadu, Andhra, Bengal and Bthax Young Bhabha 
has recently received the Adams prize and Sir C V Raman, the 
Franklin prize. Bhabha may be assigned to Kannada, though a 
Parsl as his lather was long connected with the Mysore State os 
DPi 

Travelling far afield both to time and distance we may as well 
review our recent and earlier great men. Undoubtedly Bengal has 
contributed the largest number— one of the widest categories of emi 
nent who have built up modem nationalism, Chaltanya of old 
win abide for ever to India’s national life. Baja Ram Mohnn Roy 
who died to Bristol to 1633 was a master of 18 languages, the first 
great modem Bellgiaas Reformer Educationist, Btatoaman of world 
outlook and p ro ta gonist of freedom for India, Eesbub Chandersen 
Iswatchondra Vldyasagar Blra Sumaxazasthrl an? Seetbanath 
Totwa TThnwhan hare slU canalised his culture In Its many charms 
Rattib. TCrlshna Paramahamsa who died on Sunday August 15 1886 
and his disciple of world wide reputation, Swaml Ylvekananda, 
Btrueik a Une tfil trielr own. 

In the domain of Llterature,i — Rabtodra Nath Tagore D L. Roy 
RftTikiTn Chandra Chatterjee, Sarat Chandra Chatterjee and C R. 
Das of Science — J C Bote and P C Hay of Art- Abontodra Nath 
Tagore and Napdalal Bose of Administration and Law — Sir Ashu- 
tosb Mukherjee of Politics— the 13 Presidents of the Congress and of 
Fr ee dom the thousands of youdg men that sacrificed their Uvea, 
raised the fair name of Bengal to an altitude seldom reached by any 
other Province. 

In othgr Provinces, we hare had great men old and young 
Gnaneswar of Maharashtra bom to Alandl, Geeta Commentate and 
father of the school of satots has held the field for nearly five cen 
turies and latterly Ranade, Gokbale, Ebandarker and*have carved 
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out for themselves their rfiches in the Valahalla of national ieaders 
From Guzerat has come Nanala^ Kavi in Poetry, Dayan^nda Sara- 
swati m lehgion, “E^habardar’ in" Literature and in the ‘present day 
eminent men like K T Shah, Pherozshah Mehta, Vittalbhai, Vallabh- 
bhai, Mahadev Desai, S N Desai and Amamath Jha Sindh has 
produced Vaswani, Dayaram, Gidumal Modem Sind has produced 
Harischandra Roy Vishudoss South India has produced a spate of 
rehgious reformers m Sankara (Malayalam), Ramanuja (Tamil) and 
Madhwa (Telugu). emment Musicians like Thyagaraja^ Dik!‘h\tar 
and Narayana Batt (Andhra), Judges like Mut'iuswami JCyer, 
Ehashyam I^/engar (Tamilnad), Sankar Nair (Ma^abai), Subbarao, 
Ramesam and Venkata Ramanarao (Telugu), Lawyers like S Iyengar 
and A K Iyer, Educationists like Sir R Venkataratnam Sir C R. 
Reddi (Telugu), Administrators like Raja of Pangal, C Rajagopala- 
chan. Sir C P Ramaswami Iyer, Prof Rangachari, Ranganadh Mu- 
dahar, Pohticians like Anandacharlu (Telugu), Lawyers hke T. 
Ramarao Venkatappayya, Prakasam (Telugu), benefactors like 
Annamalai Chetti, Alagappa Chettiar U P has given mighty stal- 
warts like Ayodhya Nath, Raja Rampal Singh, Madan Mohan Malaviya, 
Gangaprasad Varma, Motilal and his son Jawaharlal From Behar 
have come Mahendra Narayan, Sachidananda Sinha and Rajendra 
Babu Pun’aD produced a Harikishenlal, Dr Bahadurji, Ganga Ram, 
the benefactor C P could justly be proud of benefactor LakshmJ 
Narayan, (donated 4C lakhs to Nagpur University), R N Mudliolkar 
even as Orissa of Gopabandhudas and Assam of Toramiam Pnookan 
From Karnataka haJed Sir K Seshadri Iyer, Sir M Visvesivarayya 
(Andhra), Gangadhara Row Deshpande, and from Unya — Chendra 
Sekhar Samant — astronomer, Pandit Viswanadh 

At the end of this long list where shall we place patriarch’s like 
Dadabhai Nowroji fNavsan — Guzerat), Gandhi (Poieouader), Jam- 
setjee Nusserwanji Tata, Bal Gangadhar Tilak of (RaLnagiri)? 

Tribute to Indian Scientists’ Woik 

‘THE NEW REPUBLIC’ pomts out that Indians have contributed 
important mventions which are used in the United States For in- 
stance American troops have been greatly aided by an unbreakable 
contamer which can be dropped safeiy from airpljjnes, devised by 
Dr Shanti Swarup Bhatanagar, while Mr Jagan Nat n Sharma, Lidlan 
chemist living m Los Angeles, has developed a process for preserving 
melons which has mcreassd the income of groweis in Florida by 45 
millions dollars a year Tl\e deadly new flame-throwers which the 
Amciican 4j.my used against ths Japanese at Murida undoubtedly 
benefited from the work cf another Indian Dr Aierajit ^ Singh of 
the University of Illinois He has also made important contributions 
in the field tf camouflage Camouflage also received the attemiqn of 
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an Indian chemist of Detroit, K. N Katjo, who collaborated with 
Hexter an(J Shephard in derelopti^ ffreen and other paints that 
cannot be told Irom s tir roondlng vegetation even under Infra red 
phoUwraphj Dr V R. Kokatnur la making Important contributions In 
cljeml^ warfare Dr Beram D Soklatwalla la working on metal 
technology Dr Sharat Fumar Roy Dr YcUapragada Subbarow 
Profeaaor Subranmnyom, Chandrasekhar and many more are doing 
voloable work. 

» Pulse and Muslo 

The story la told of a certain young Nawab who is obsesied with 
the tbooght of hla own superior capacity to mark time In music so 
much 80 that he felt and stated that It was not Ins mind and hand 
that marked the time but that hla pulse beat In tune with the chang 
ing Thalam of the song In thla view and to demonatrate It, he haa 
cnltlvatcd the habit of offering his hand to tbe friends abrat him 
80 that they might note the change of rhythm In tbe radlxil pulse so 
as to keep time with the changing rhalotru 

Urdu Alphabet 

In Akbaris time, he made an endeavour to Introduce what be 
called 'Haruf 1 muksa so oa to facilitate the writing of Urdu in spite 
of the four Ee i and two d’s, two lb's and so on. It may be that Ze 
Zal, Zove and Zwath have to be pronounced differently either In 
order to help the amanuensis to write the letters correctly or to in 
dlcate the source of the words but nearly ZVt ccnturlea have elapsed 
and It is but right especially when Hlndustboneo haa become the 
national language of India that the alphabet shomd be remodelled. 
The one way of achieving the reform la to reform the alphabet — not 
put It before Pendantlc Scholora who would never allow It. 

Akbar <30>-9~43) 

In Fatehpur Slkrl there la an exquisite little building in the centre 
cC wiifcfi Wiens ts a caimna /nan triiich at a ticight aC ff or Iff /t 
from the floor emerge In the four directions four pathways — North 
East, Bouth and West leading to a balcony which runs an roimd. The 
Visitors are told by the guides that that was tbe place— where Akbar 
held bis religious discourses Jalaluddln Akbar was the third of the 
Great Moghul Kings whose rule over India began In tho 16th century 
and Akbar more th^n any of his* predeces so rs or successors contri- 
buted to tbe right understanding between the Court and the subjects. 
Recently his 400th Anniversary an over InxUa and in Britain as well, 
waa duly celebrated. > ** 

Reverting to the story of Akbaris discourses, we learn that tbe 
saints and scholars were assigned tbelr due places on the balcony 
whn^ Akbar waa seated* on the top of the central column. Tbe 
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scholars were divided into* four divisions, — (1) Umra (Aniirs tb whom 
the East was assigned), (2) SadQ (the descendents of the prophet— 
West), (3) Ulema (Pandits — South), and (4) Ahil tharqafth (Saints — 
North) Akbar spent hi/5 time in the company of great samts Shaikh 
Salim Chishti was (Shaikh-ul-Islam) the samt in whose honour apd 
memory the fine structure (Maqbajra) m Fatehpur Sikii Fort, (with 
latticed marble walls on the four sides) was constructed It is a 
marvellous piece of Art universally admired Kwaja Moiddin Chlstie 
IS the great saint associated with the sacred place of A] mere ^ 

AKBAR’S ORDERS ' 

General Orders addressed to the Officials of the Kingdom 

1 Be acquainted with the conditions of the people 

2 Don’t go into privacy, lest affairs may not be known to you 
which it IS but proper that you should know 

3 Meet the elders of the nation with due respect 

4 Keep awake in the nights and turn your attention towards 
God in the mommgs and evenings, in the noon and at night 

5 Keep under your eye books of history and morals 

6 Give good treatment to the needy and people in ‘purdah’ 
sitting at their doors closmg them against traffic, so that they may 
not be mconvenienced for want of the necessaries (of life ) 

V 7 Keep always serving the people of God and good people and 
the mystics and seek their blessmgs 

8 Give deep thought to the sins of criminals so that (you may 
know) whorh, to punish and whom to overlook because there are cer- 
tam people whose crimes are such that you cannot even utter them 

9 Give great attention to spies (messengers) and whatever you 
do, do after due mvestigation (enquiry) 

r 

10 Hear the petitions of the smtors of justice m person 

11 Do not leave all work to the subordinate officials 

12 Treat the people vfith sympathy 

13 Take care of the cultivators and help them As well take 
care of the population of the villages 

14 Give attention to the stale of ryots individually 

15 Do not take any presents 

16 S6e that soldiers Uo no| visit homes of the people by force 

17 Always conduct affairs of the country with due*^ consultation 

18 Do not run counter to the Religion and the Law of the 

people « c 

162 . 



FEATHERB * STONES 


ID Note that this world Is temporary In which man does not 
tolerate loss and how wlU he toler^e (encroachment) In matters of 
rellgton. ’ 

20. He must have understood somewhat. If he Is in the right, 
yon will be running counter to what Is ri^t But if you are in the 
right, then poor man he is miserable and deserves pity 

21 Take pity and do not deny a helping hand. 

,23 Befriend the friends and well wishers of every religion. 

^ 2£ake strong eflarts in spreading literacy and perfect learn- 
ing 

21. Keep on appreciating perfect men so that learning may not 
be wasted. 

25. Keep your thought on the support of ancient families. 

26. Do not be negligent of the needs and reiiuirements (accom- 
paniments) of the soldiers. 

27 Oo on exercising the archershlp and gunmanship of soldiers. 

26. Do not always engage yourself In hunting 

29 Yes. Recreation will be a relaxation of the rigors of 
floldlership 

30 Let the drums be beaten at the rise and fall of the sun and 
also at midnight (because) then the morning really begins 

31 Let guns and canons be fired whenever the sun passes from 
house to house of the Zodiac to that all people may be aware (of 
the fact) and thank God 

32, K the Commissioner of Police or Magistrate Is dot available 
attend to those duties in person and moke all arrangements Do 
not be ashamed of these duties. Pursue them bolding It to be the 
worship of God for that is the service of his followers. 

33 The ‘Kotwal must prepare Inventorifs of each town, village 
group each village and each villager so that each individual may be 
safe and secure. 

34 Each 'Muhalla” In a town shall be under a bead thereof 

35 Mtttntah\ also spies, so that they may send news of the con 
dltlon of each Muhalla day and night. 

36 Keep yourself acquolntec^ with events of Joy and sorrow 
marriago and births and keep people In lanes, bass firs on bridges 
and river fords. Let the arrangements on public ways bfi such that 
11 any one l{fd. he might not go untraced. 

37 II thieves break In there be fire or any calamity happens 
let the neighbours render aid at once and the head the Muhalla 
and the message bearers hasten at once to the spot. 
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39 If any one sits, saving his life, then he will be considered 
guilty ^ 

30 Let no one travel without informing the neighbours, the IMir 
Muhalla and the mformers (Khabardars) nor let any one come and 
lodge r 

^ 40 Keep an eye on every kind of person, trader, soldier and 

traveller and let people who can give no guarantees, lodge separately 
m caiavansaries and let trustworthy persons determme punishments 
then and there The Raees and the gentlemen of the Muhalla WiU 
be held lesponsible m such matters 

41 Keep an eye on the expenditure and mcome of each indi- 
vidual Whosoever spends more than he earns, there is something 
wrong with him 

42 Regard these, as matters, concerning public good, but not 
with a view to extract money 

43 Appomt commission agents in the bazaars (Dalals) so that 
no sales and purchases may be kept from the knowledge of the Mir 
Muhalla and the Kabardar 

44 Let the names of the buyers and sellers be registered m the 
Day book 

45 Impose a fine upon those who transact (business) secretly 

46 Keep Chowkidars m the Muhallas and suburbs 

47 Keep a persistent eye upon strangers 

48 Do not let there be traces of thieves, pick-pockets, vaga- 
bonds and petty thieves and his (Chowkidar’s) duty will be to get 
hold of the crinunal along with the property (stolen; 

49 If ally body, dies or gdes away without any hens or successors, 
let the tax to Government, if any, be a first charge on then propeity 
and give the remaimng of the Varas (heir) If no heir is present, 
then give custody of property to the OfBcial Receivei and inform (in 
writmg) the Durbar of the same so that if the claimant comes, he 
may recover it and m this respect also do your work honestly Let 
not the tradition of Europe (Rome) be repeated here which attaches 
all pioperty that comes the way 

50 The Mulla adds that no corpse should be disposed of unless 
the permit of the office in charge of the public tre^isury is received 

51 Keep strict control in respect of DrmJcs, let not even ita 
smell come out He who drinks and he who sells and he who taps 
— all are guilty 

52 A^&rard them such'’puniehment as will open the feyes of all, 
but (yes) if any one uses it for treatment or revival of tonsciousness- 
(Hosh afzayi) don’t object (math bolo) 

53 Stfive hard to keep down the prices of articles , 
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51. Let not the wealthy AH their houses with stores of prorl- 
alons. y 

55 /d. Keep In mind the pleasure parties at festlrals 

55 The new year day Is the biggest of hll festivals because the 
Stm passes Into the House of 'Mesh (Qoat) That is the first day « 
of the month of Ferverin, 

57 Ihe second festival Is on the day thereafter and 

th^ Is the day of the noble position of the Bun. 

On both these festivals, namely— New Year day and the Bunt 
noble position there must be illamtnation by lights as on the Shab« 

1 Baroth. 

68. On the first night let drums be beaten, let the ordinary 
'festivals be observed according to tradition and let the auspicious 
'liajas' be held in all towns. 

60 Let not women unnecessarily ride horses. 

60 Xiet the ghats on rivers and canals be separate for women 
wnd men for bathing and for carrying water 

flL Let not merchants take away horses f rom out of the country 
without permission. 

63. Let not the slaves of Hlndnsthan be carried elsewhere 

63 Lot the prices of things be according to the rates fixed by 
the King 

64. Let no marriage be celebrated without notUlenUon. 

65 Whenever the marriages of commonfoDc are celebrated, let 
the bride and bridegroom bo present themselves at the Police Com- 
mlssloner's and Magistrates offices. 

66, If the woman is more than IS years older than man, let 
there be no connection between them, lest it should become the cause 
of dehni^ and want of strength. 

67 Let no marrlsge be celebrated, of a boy less than 16 yean 
old and a girl less than 13 years. 

68 Let no one marry the daughter of a paternal or maternal 
uncle lest attachment be too UtUe and the progeny be debilitated. 

69 That woman who knocks about the bamar openly or without 
veil or who always quarrels with her husband, should be sent to the 
SaUfianjntra (prostitutes' quarters) 

70 If circumstances compel, tpe priige n y may be jjledged and 
when mone^ becomes available the pledge be redeemed. 

71 If a Hindu lad becomes a Muslim in his boyhood, let him 
adopt the religion of his choice when be becomes a mdjof 
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72 Let any one adopt any religion of his choice and not be 

obstructed therein < « 

^ f 

73 If a Hindu girl happens to be lifted Into a Mussulman house, 
she should be restored -to her claimants 

74 Whatever is required — ^Mandir (temple) of Shiva, Fire place 
(Parsi Temple), or Church, let it be constructed Let there be no 
obstruction (For the rest, see Ain-i-Akbari) 

Temperance < 

During Akbar’s time, drink was prohibited but for purposes of 
medical treatment and to revive consciousness and stimulate it, it 
was allowed Gradually, however, the rigidity was relaxed — although 
the prohibitory lules remained The person taking drink was re- 
quired to register himself — give his, his father’s and grandfather’s 
names and his religion The Drink shop was located by the side of the 
King’s palace and people used to send their friends to the Tavern 
under false pretexts The officer in charge was himself a drunkard 
and used to abuse his position! 


Jazia 

Jazia is condemned as a poll tax levied on Hindus, but really it 
was a substitute for non-registration in Military service owing to no 
fault of the Hindus themselves The origin of the tax is inter- 
estmg In olden times, m Arabia, it was a contribution levied on de- 
finite tribes, who having entered mto agreements witn the new con- 
verts to Islam of not fightmg them or their allies, broke them, m 
the hope ultimately of breaking the converts themselves, because 
their changd’ of Faith was not countenanced in the first place by the 
Tribes A story is told of Timur that when he levied Jazia on Christian 
tribes and refused to permit them to ring their Church-bells, his 
agent quelled a rebellion by them by conceding to them both these, 
and this was approved by Timur himself 

o 

Akbar (U_10_'43) 

We have recently celebrated the 400th anniveisary of Alrbar’s 
birth He was a remarkable person who studied and followed Hindu 
Religion, maintained Pandits, believed in Astrology, got performed 
Horn hearing mantras, learnt philosophy, wore a caste mark, re- 
moved his beard, instituted shaving of the pate and married a Hiudu, 
built her a separate palace in Hindu style of architecture at Fateh- 
pur Sikri, Cashioned her bedrooms likewise in Hindu style, prohibited 
cow slaughter m certain years ^ each cycle of twelve, interdicted 
drink, abohshed ‘Jazia’ and octroi duties, excelled in elephant catch- 
ing, patronised arts and crafts — ^in laying of stone m stone, calligraphy 
and geometrical design m architecture The Meghal custom 'when 
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a peredn <Ue<l, was that he who aucceedeti woxUd touch the corpse 
with hla tQo and then take his seaUon a bench that was by Akbar 
prohibited csccesslTe dowries at mafmges, (for they would only lead 
to breaches of promise, and break of relationship) forbade alliances 
opiongtt blood relations, reformed the alphabet permitted widow 
marriages amongst Hindu and prohibited Sail to Hindu child 
widows made circumcision voluntoir at any rate till the age of 12 
Akbar had the translations of numerous works into Phorsi by emi- 
nent scholon. Encyclopaedia Dictionary Astronomy Philosophy 
Poeijry Epics, — (Ramayana, Mahabharat) Geography Harlvamsam, 
Panchalontram which was originally rendered into Persian Unanl 
Medicine, Memoirs of Babar Rojatoranglnl, Nala Oamayantl, Ula> 
Tati Akbamama commentry on Qoran. Certain compo^tions were 
extraordinary In that they were all of letters In Persian without 
Nukia* or injlnts. 

There Is a parallel to the custom Inaugurated by Akbar in wor- 
shipping the Sun, In the story of the Pharoahs. Akbar observed the 
Hindu custom of not eating drinking or even cleaning the teeth be- 
fore seeing the Sun Be encouraged the esteem of the Brahmin and 
the cow (the Go Brahmana Rakshana) Akbar In fact, was made 
an Avatar by the Brahmins that surrounded him. Vishnu and 
Krishna and Ramachondra were all being worshipped This naturally 
exasperated the Mullaa and the Maulviea. Whether Akbar bod beard 
of the Egyptian history or not, we know not He hod before him an 
ancient piece of paper bearing a iftloka by Mukund Brahmacharl who 
cut his body and made horn and who states In it that he would bo 
bom a {Treat King There was only difference of 5 or 4 years between 
his death and Akbar*s life Why Mukund should be bom In a 
Ulechh family was explained by the fact that at tbe place of the 
horn there were bone and Iron burnt and tbe place was unholy 

Amongst the Pharohas was one Akbnathun The original rell 
glon in Egypt was that of Amlnra — the Bun, But one man was bom 
who took a larger and fnfemational vtew He was caJled Amlnaraten, 
He thought thus —"Persia Is a tonworshlpper Why not I make the 
sun the sustalner? There Is a picture of the God of sun whose rays are 
the hands that stroke every bit of creation and laid tbe foundation 
of tbe city — Akldnathen. He was a poet himself and died at 32. But 
the priesthood was to powerful that they made his life hen for 
old temples suffered on account'*of the new temple And too the 
priests lost influence in Qoremment. The tombs are so constructed 
ihftt they have an aperture through whlph the suns rays enter 

* Ghdngh Blabal 

Few th<nWng people would have failed to ask themselves and 
others how man develop If brought up In a statejof Isolation, 
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free from all contact with life or touch with its vocal and 'sensual 
activities Akbai had the samevcuriosity and he caused < a building 
to be built which was named the 'Ghungh Mahal’ or the 'mute palace 
where 20 children were brought up by people who were charged to 
be silent Of course, the children never developed the power pf 
speech and only made animal noises to signify their animal needs 
and wants A further question is raised whether sex consciousness 
would dawn upon such children Of course, it v/ould There are 
certain piimaeval passions bom with life which seek expression ?nd 
satisfaction, as when the new born babe when put to the breast ^ucks 
mother’s milk or cries when feeling hungry or laughs in joy or weeps 
m pain As age advances, as the sex organs emerge, the correspond- 
mg passions also develop They are not a cultivated longing Eating 
and drinkmg, defecatmg and urinating, sleeping and reproducing are 
common to man and beast 

Census 

China is believed to have had the oldest census The British 
began the Indian census in 1871 Akbar began his census in 989 Hijri 
(1581 AD ) Orders were passed that all Jagirdars and Awildars and 
Shikdars do help m census being taken of people by name, occupation 
and literacy Every town had a khairpura for Muslims and Dharni- 
pura for Hindus for feeding and resting In 990 Hijri (1582 AJ) i 
Saitanpura was built for prostitutes There was no purdah vis-a-vis 
the Kuig and the Shahzada and in the Fort with relations 

Pigeon Army 

In Akbar’s time and even earlier, the pigeons were trained and 
drilled into an army so that they performed various duties connected 
with war and love When the King started out, they formed the 
advance guard, and formed avian canopy in the high skies 

A story is told of Shah Alam’s time when in the course of a 
pigeon’s adventure, the Shahzada happened to see the face of a femi- 
mne beauty next door, ,but separated by an old crumbling wooden 
partition And to establish contact, a whole army of pigeons was 
set m motion Their movements are guided by whistles — ^which mean 
—go up, turn to the left, recede, advance, then to the right and then 
forward The whole army perched on the wooden partition which, 
on account of their momentum, gave way and while the object was 
achieved, the pigeons themselves perished under the wooden wall 
The person that tramed them committed suicide over the loss of his 
army 

' Akfiar’s injunctions 

The promotion of public good was with Akbar a civic duty and 
a means of personal salvation and he prescribed 12 classes of such 
in each of the 12 Lunar months o 
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8 . 

0 

10 

11 
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1 

2 . 

3 

4. 

A, 
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0. 

10 

11 

12 . 


Muhairain 

SAiar 

Riibl til Awal 

RabI u\ Sbnnl 
Jamadl ul aVal 

Jamndi nl ibanl 
Rajab 

flha ' hnn 

Ramzan 

Shaval 

Zallqar 

Zajlha 


* Duties 

Don't ^pprcss living beings 

Releoso prisoners. 

30 good virtuous needy beggars 
shonld be given food. 

Bathe and be of good cheer 

Don't wear rich dresses or silk gar- 
ments. 

Dont tue leather goods 

Lend a helping hand to your neigh 
hours. 

Do not be harsh to any one 

Feed and clothe the cripples. 

Mention the name of Qod 1000 times. 

Keep waking In 1st night and do good 
to certain men of other religion. 

Build houses for the convenience of 
the public. 


What (o set In each month (Peralan Bsagt) 


Mihe Mohartam Zor 
bibeen 

Audar salar bee dglna 
Awol rabl Ab a rava 

Rabl nl-Sanl 

Awal Zomadl nukrobl 
Peerl bibeen dar akha- 
rln 

Maher 1-Jab Musahaf 
been 

Sha’ban gyatho sab- 

<tthnr 


See gold In Moharrom— 1st Moon, 

Look Into a mirror In the 2nd month. 
On seeing the Orescent see running 
water 

Akhlr ganam Imnsb Nig&r 

See a goat 

See Silver 

Sec on old man 

Sec Quoran. 

See Or^n Oross. 


Sbemsheer dar Ramzan 
bibeen 

Shewal 1 Jama sab- 
sthar 

Zee Qhr^th beenl 
Kodace 

Zll Hei Dukhthor 
Khlbtbar 


Bee a sword. 

j 

See green cloth. 

See « boy 

Bee a pretty daughter 
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ivioghul Geneology 

Raja BliarmaKiCncliwa 


Rnja BbagHan Singb 


Dauglitcr .Todhabai — I\Iamcd Akb^j 

Raja Mansingh 

Dauglitcr 

Jcliangir 



(^\bo married Mansingh’s sister) 

r 

Daniel 

Murad 

[ ( 
Qurrom or Shah Jehan 




both Sons by Hindu Mothers 

Sheikhs and Syeds, Palhans and Moghuls 

The learned men in Arabia are Sheikhs In India the converts 
weie called Sheikhs Sheikhs are neither a tribe nor a sect Syeds 
are leaders of a particular camp In Arabia, the term now means those 
who are descendants from the prophet or his immediate relations 
Pathans are from the Frontier, — a tribe, so are Moghuls Thus two- 
are tribes, two are titles 

Hmdus and Muslims 

In 1680, people knew each other’s religion, almost every other 
house, knew the neighbour, they lived together and had a common 
structure of society Leading Hindus mixed with Muslims but 3 things 
were obser\'ed 

1 Pan was not given from the Muslim Pandan It was sent for 
and given ip. a Thukka 

2 Water was obtained from a neighbour’s house 

3 And Khana likewise 

All these were consistent with intimacy and toleration But this 
was a phase of the Moghul period since the days of Akbar who wanted 
to weld the different elements mto one cultural structure of society 
which, however, was knocked on the head by the English The Hindus 
were the first to take to English Education Muslims lagged behind. 

The Face and the Nose ^ 

Lord Vansittart published “The Lessons of My Life” after forty 
years of service and in it narrates^ow Lord Curzon and M Poincare 
could not stand each other One night at a conference which began, 
at 10 p m —a late hour particularly bad for incompatible tempers, the 
inevitable dog fight began, says«Lord Vansittart even piore speedily 
than usual “At Pomcare’s opening gambit. Lord Curzon bridled — 
the only time that I have ever seen that verb Poincare bit back 
“Lord Cur^n; vous me reez an nez!” French says, “You are laughing 
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at my fiosc where Engllah cays “you are laughing In my face ** Hot 
and «Iow denial emerged from Cor^^jn and taming to me he snorted 
In a parzled*bent but penetrating undertone “There la nothing fanny 
about, the fellow's nose I" 

Greeilngi and Conrtesles 

A high placed Chinese Ofttclol (Governor) a (Jolonei, greets a 
distinguished visitor and says to b>ni, “My poor house Is honoured” 
an(i the guest replies “Our feet are quite unworthy to rest upon your 
honqumble doorstep " — on which the host says “If my doorstep were 
gold. It would hardly be fit for your distinguished shoes." But In 
Modem China all these are being dispensed with Just os among Mas 
salmons the old greeting extended to a guest by a host saying “You 
havo given pain to your auspicious feet by setting them on my dark 
house" la no longer commoru 

In China you ore offered a roast dog. 

The host la perfectly willing to discuss anything when you ore 
a guest — Chinese mnslc the war and hla wlfel The host and his wile 
had been affianced to each other you may be told at tbo ago of two 
for their respective lathers were friends and wisljed to perpetuate 
the memory of their affection Blnce childhood the Colonel (the 
host) had not seen his fiancee Un 36. 

ftUrriAge by Proxy 

It may not be widely known that In Britain Ooremmont had de- 
cided that marriages by proxy for men serving abroad in the armed 
forces ore undesirable It was Inevitable that this qaestlon should 
arise In war time and the advocates of a change of principles which 
would allow such unions hare emphasised that the lack of this fad 
Uty might cause special hardship and s or ro w and the lowering of the 
morale of many of the fighting men> That there might be tragic 
case, was admitted by the Home Secretary bat he pointed out that in. 
the opinion of the Goremment if mfrrlagesi were mode less serious, 
there might be even more tragedies as the result of proxy unions. 
The Ismes. he said, were Important and far reaching but the desire 
to deal sympathetically with cases of hardship would not lostlfy 
such large changes in the Marriage Iaw 

The nomaaCIhe Eagle) 

“Agar Che Huma nazar na ata 

Uaka Baya sarpar hai" , 

'Huma is on eagle a phoenix, ef bird of paradise a bird of happy- 
omen, of which it is said that the pemm over whose head It files 
becomes a King In all ages and in all clhnes, some animal or other 
or some one bird has been associated with symbols of Aoyalty and. 
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their pictures typify empires, dynasties or Houses Tlic eagle is one 
•of these Call it eagle, white o<rgle, Baaz or Cheel or Hama, there 
it is Kings have always kept beiTore them the auspjclotis bird — and 
wanted to see it the first thing in the morning, much as a pious Jlindu 
would hke to see the cow's face as the first thing in the morning The 
bird is often the companion of kings and the object of their amuse- 
ment, as it is the bird of sport for them Its crossing the way when 
a king sets out is considered of good augury and if the bird is not 
there, at least its shadow is on you That is equally auspicious 
Akbar had a Baas Timur held it In reverence The Roman Eagle is 
a classical expression To Rome and later Germany it v/as the symbol 
■of Royalty as also Russia, Bulgaria and Rumania 

Lord Ripon 

Loid Ripon 's name is a household word in India His biography 
IS pUDhshed by Marquess of Crew, his successor in 1903-09 as the 
Lord Privy Seal Ripon’s ancestry on the paternal side of his father 
IS traced to Oliver Cromwell and the maternal side of his father to 
John Hampden No wonder that he had liberal ideas in his brain and 
was the author of the epigram that the best test of fitness of a nation 
for self-government is to give it self-government What else could 
he say when he favoured the chartist demand for Universal suffrage 
m those days He was George Frederick Robinson when born in 1827 
and he died as Marquess of Ripon in 1909 at the age 82 He changed 
his father into Roman Catholicism 

Numbers and Bmowlcdge 

It was Pythagoras who said, "He knows all who laiows his num- 
bers ” This fapplies in particular to the study of stars and nebulae 
All the hazy objects seen through a telescope that could not resolve 
mto stars are called nebulae Whether these two are stars that could 
be seen with more powerful telescope or only masses of gas as yet 
unorganized into stars, one cannot say Perhaps, they are both as can 
be revealed by the spectroscope Many of those nebulae belonging to 
the former category (stars) display a spiral structure— two curved 
arms streaming from a more or less compact mass at the centre For 
such stars to present such amorphous cloud like masses, they must 
be really at an enormous distance from us Whether the universe is 
a single agglomeration or different aggregates is stlU a debated pomt 
The milky way, however, it is agreed, marks the nm of our stellar 
system It forms a great circle in the sky and one pait of it — ^towards 
the Scorpion and the Bow is much brighter than any other The 
spirals of {he nebulae have a doflnite and systematic arrangement 
TVith lespect to it They move faster than the stars and t*heir velocity 
and direction are determmed by the spectroscope Such velocities 
depend on the masses or on the distances of the spnals from us^^ The 
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maw of the stars se«m to determine their bkghtncas. The spirals and. 
thdr related objects are called g^ales We lire In one of these 
EAllales. 

Now we come to the <unlU of distance which ore corlons os em 
Ployed by the astronomers. A convenient unit is the 'licht year* — 
the distance light can travel In one year The velocity of light Is 
1,80,300 miles per second and In one year there arelx90z60x24x 
305 seconds There are 3 15,00 000 seconds In a year and a light year 
Is (<iual to 130,300 x 34530300 miles. Our galaxy Is 100 000 light 
year;^ In diameter At our distance from the centre or nucleus of 
our galaxy about 253030 000 years are re<iulred for one circuit. The 
galaxies are 1030300 years apart from each other Each galaxy com 
prises about IOO3OO3003OO stars (the number of separate- crystals la 
21 tons of sugar) The galaxies appear to be sprlnhled (roughly) 
nnlfonnly out to a distance 500 000 000 light yean Le 500 million x 
31^ mOllon z 186400 miles. The son Is about 30 000 light years from 
the centre of the galazy In which It Is immersed. 

One light year=6d40338830030 miles. 

The Rich and the Poor 

No man In society Is generally reconciled to his state and status 
In life. Ihe poor pity the rich who feel still poor In their thousands, 
and lakhs The rich envy the poor because all their riches have not 
supplied their wants. 

Knowledge and 0iunlIify 

We used to be told In the medical coDege by a Major that when 
a medical student enters the college he thinks be knows everything, 
in the middle of his coarse he feels be has something *yet to icam. 
When he leaves the college however he realises how little he knows. 

Theatre 

In Tndla for long we have witnessed men acting the part of 
women Only iaCely for ^sss fi&on a rfecarf* harv women begun fo 
play the part of women. There are some theatres In which women 
play the part of women In CHilna, Lin Totang tells us that the 
great and most enduring art Is that of man acting the rolo of woman 
on the stage The best part about men acting os women Is that 
the men In the audience see the men are acting os women and the 
women in the audience see that trfe women are being "acted by men. 

Reckoning of Time by Arabs 

The Arab world comprises Andda, I^aq, Byrla, Paleitlne, Egypt 
and all Noi^h Africa. The Arabs oiler their Namax five times In 
day Their new day begins at sunset which constitutes 12 o clock 
and In the night falls their evening Thursday night Isjthe evening 
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of Friday and Friday nigh'D is the eve of Saturday You invitd friends 
to Tea at 5 o’clock and what ^11 be your surprise whep, you see a 
stream of visitors shortly befor^noon Five o’clock Aiablc is about 
eleven m the forenoon and thus they coma for tea at luncheoii time 
but a httle delay in getting the tea does not matter at all Ipdeed^it 
IS customary 

Ramzan is there called iRamadhan in which they fast from dawn 
to dusk The exact moment of dawn is when a white thread can be 
distmguished from a black one p 

Arab Calendar ’’ 

We have discussed our calendars in India In dillerent provinces 
so often — the lunar and the solar and m the lunar — the month end 
from new moon day or the full moon day The Arab calendar follows 
the lunar system and begins 10 days earlier each year, and m a cycle 
of 33 years they save up 330 days 

Once again our Ramzan has begun this year on the 1st of Sep- 
tember Last year, it began for our friends in the Ahmednagar Fort 
on the i2th September 

Spittmg m China 

Anden and Isherwood were travelling m a Chmese tram and 
found spittoons m the Dimng car which were made use of by the 
passengers unceasingly clearmg their throats before domg so with 
most unappetismg relish In Chma it seems children learn to spit 
from the age of two onwards The New Life Movement discourages 
it but without any visible effect, even high Government Officials have 
hawked and spat without any the least restraint This story recalls 
to our mmds^ the practice in India of spitting on the roads and on the 
staircases of big buildmgs in cities (coloured stuff — due to betel chew- 
ing) which IS an abommable practice Many people hawk and retch 
after food in washing their mouths— makmg a hell of noise— much to 
the disgust of those still “at the table” With the Hindu custom of 
all nsing together from‘-a dinner, there is not much difficulty but m 
the new-fangled civilization where each is a law unto Inmself, they 
rise as they fimsh and this hawking and spitting is a practice that 
must certainly be abandoned 

r 

Chmese and Opium 

These two travellers met an ol& man of eighty whose body looked 
no worse than that of a man of 25 He said he nevei smoked or drank 
and in answer to question as to what he attributed his wonderful 
health to, said, “Twice every day E take a httle opium TJiere is noth- 
ing hke it ” Well, we must pause after this answer for a minute, for 
I know that m the Godavari District (Andhra) next to Assam, the 
largest number of people take opium After 45, it is very common 
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One ti erery ten or 8 takes It for rheomAiam of old age Diabetes, 
i\sthma an^ some form of indlsestyxn or merely because it Is tbe 
custom of the country ^ 

I Shops In Canton 

The commonest shops In Canton seem to be those of barbers and 
apothecaries. Their windows exhibit deer bom (to cure Impotence) 
and strange twisted roots, like mandrakes, in gloss cases The food 
shops are fascinating and one may gaie In horror at the edible black 
beetles or at the tabs of live swimming snakes which of corirxe ore 
meant to be eaten. 

The New life Movement In China 

Two travellers In China, — Anden and Isherwood narrate to the 
world Madame Chlang Kal Sheks description of the origin of the New 
Life Movement In China. When China became a republic, people 
had very little Idea of how to govern them selves. Tho definite moral 
code of the old imperial order of officials died away wlkh them and 
tho period of chaos which ensued and which proved a fertile breed 
Ing ground for communism. The Oenerallaslmo himself Inaugurated 
the New life Movement In a speech In 19M. He was moved to speak 
by the sight of the desolation wrought by the Communists In the 
Klangal Province and the feeling that something mur be done for 
the peasants. 

The authors give another version The New life Movement was 
on attempt to compete with the Communist platform of Dtaxnomlc 
and Social platform, substituting a "retreat to Canfocios” for "an 
advance to Marx." And this was Inaugurated when the Nanking 
Oovemment suppressed the Communists. In a senke ^ we are told 
■Madame herself admitted this when she said, "We are giving the 
people what the Communists promised, but could not perform.” 

The New life Movement Is based on the practice of four virtues 
— Reason Propriety Moral Judgment and Conscience — Instilling into 
people Ideals of civic responsibility and sodxl service Checking of 
corruption and raising the standards of public health Hospitals and 
relief work, the forbidding of Jfoft foopp and opium smoking and 
of Government Ofllcen visiting brothels are some of the methods 
adopted. To the cpieatlon whether after the war the Government 
would co-operate with the Communists the Madame replied "The 
-question really is wHI the Conuntnlsti co-operate with us?” 

The Indian ParmHol 

Docs tl^ls not an sound very much like the Oondhlaft movement 
— the same ethical note the some ^Irlt of social service, the same 
•economic self-sufUdency the tame duty to the oppressed, down trod 
•<len,and disease stricken. In one bound both tho movements elevate 
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politics from its scurvy levels of old to exalted altitudes of High re- 
ligious fervour and ethical ideali^ ^ 

Chinese feet 

k 

We have all heard more as a fairy tale than known it as a tangible 
fact how Chinese women have their feet bound while in childhood 
A girl’s feet are generally bound at the age of four or five and the 
two authors Anden and Isherwood took an opportunity to examine a 
girl’s feet All toes except the big toe were found to have been turned 
under the foot, and fastened in this position Subsequent growth 
would only have the effect of raising the arch of the foot fornung a 
deep groove across the centre of the sole which therefore is liable 
'to sores It may be a rehef to the reader, however, that the custom 
of bmdhig the feet In China is gradually dying out 

The Dog with a Rehgion 

A nice little story is narrated by these authors of a dog which 
had a lehgion A missionary, Mr White had a young Fox Terrier. 
He put a small piece of cake on the table and asked the dog, ‘Do 
you want it?” The dog it seems cocked its ears but did not move. 
“Are you a Catholic?” Mr White asked it Theie was no response 
“Are you an Anglican? Are you a Presbyterian? Are you a Seventh 
Day adventist? Are you a mormon?” Mr White then proudly turned, 
to the authors and said, “Now Watch” “Are you an American Bap- 
tist?” The terrier jumped for the cake at once 

Chinese Cement 

Most people know how modem cement is made It is a composi- 
tion mto w^ich clay, lime and powdered stone enter But ancient- 
Chmese Cement has its own composition It is a mixtiue of lime, 
sand, glutinous rice and pig’s blood 

Pathological Enormities 

All pathology is diseased physiology Disease is monstrous look- 
ing One who may not be famihar with a smallpox face on the 8th 
day of the eruption may be stunned and shocked on seeuig one But 
stiange cases are reported from China A patient had a nasal poly- 
pus which was pedunculate i e , had a neck and it ;was so long that 
you could wind the pedicle round his neck And another had a stone 
in the urmary bladder which was three pointed — one point sticking 
mto the naval, a second mto the rurethra and a third into the rectum 
The third case reported is one of a tumour weighmg 60 pounds on 
the back v/nich, when the iiatienf sat made his feet kick up into the 
air This is not really much for we had read while in ‘the Medical 
College, of a woman whose tumour weighed more than herself (with- 
out it) I VI » 
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Copper and Silver (9 — 9 — 43) 

The wh^lgig of time has brougI>i^'^}ack tbe 9th of another month 
tmt there L no one to think of the day The ninth of Angust had 
completed a year of our pmflnement and prior to It every ninth of 
the fait progresilng month! wu a day to reckon. Within tho year 
every month counts, beyond the year only years count and tho poor 
ninth of September has come and gone like a thief in the night. 
This recalls our experience of the common prisoners who count their 
TnnnthK incarceration In weeks, their years’ imprisonment in months 
and iholr terms In years, by the year The mllllonalro coimts his 
wealth in lakhs tbe Tokshadhtpati In thousands, the mnn (Sahasra 
pail) who owns a thousand In hundred the ‘Shntapatl In tons and 
the T>aabapatl In units. And I know the young man who earned 
coppers in the day count his Savings Bank account in annas and even 
so swelled It to hundreds of rupees. Tliat Is why It Is said, take care 
of the coppers and the sHrer win take care of Itself 

Oanja and Brahman Cooks 

How few of us know the customs prevalent in oar vast country? 
If In South India (Tamil) a Brahman smokfai, he Is acenrsed But 
he tnuffs and occasionally or even often chews tobacco by Itself or 
wl b van. This Is more c<mimon In Malabar In Andhra, Brahmans 
don’t mind smoking— though not tn tbe priestly sect. But Tamil or 
Telngu. Molayalam or Kanarese. If any one said that a brahman 
smoked Oanja, he would be condemned to the bodes. 

In Northern Indio, however in and occasionally In Maha 
rashtra, we ore told that If you enga^ a hrohman cook cook for a 
big dinner you are expect^ to pay him extra for his Oanja so 
that be may put all his zest Into to culinary art. This Is enough to 
drive the South Indian Brahman mad with rage and disgust. 

Aurongazeb and tbe Benares Temple 
There is a popular belief that Aurongazeb was a bigot in rell 
glon. This, hOTTOver Is combated by a certain school His bigotry 
Is Ulurtmted by one or two tnstancea. The bnUdlng of a mo*iue over 
the site of the original Kasl Vl sw esw a ra Temple Is one such. A like 
mosque In Matbufti Is another Tbe revival of Jazia is a third but 
of a different order A story Is toId>ln extenuation of the first event. 
In the height of bis glory Aurangazeb like any foreign king In a 
country liad In his entourage a number of Hindu nobles. They all set 
out one day to see the sacred temple of B<dmres Amongst \bem was 
a Ranee of Cotch. When tho party returned after visiting the Temple 
the Ranee of Cutch was missing. They searched for her In and out. 
East, North, West and South but no trace of her was xotloeable 
At las) a more dhigent search revealed a Tah khana or an onder- 
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ground storey of the temple which to all appearances h'ad only 
two storeys When the passag'^^to it was found barred ;r they broke 
open the doors and found inside the pale shadow of the* Ranee bereft 
of her jewellery It turned out that the Mahan ts we^'e in thQ habit 
of picking out wealthy and be-jewelled pilgrims and in cuiiding tlvm 
to see the temple, decoymg them to the undci ground cellar and 
robbing them of their jewellery What exactly would have happened 
to their life one did not know Anyhow in this case, there was no time 
for mischief as the search was diligent and prompt On discovering 
the wickedness of the priests, Aurangazeb declared that such acscene 
of robberj could not be the House of God and ordered it to be 
forthwith demolished And the ruins were left there But the 
Ranee who was thus saved insisted on a Musjid being built on the 
ruined and to please her, one was subsequently built That is how a 
Musjid has come to exist by the side of the Kasi Viswcswar temple 
which IS no temple in the real sense of the term but a humble cottage 
in which the marble Siva Linga is housed Nothing is known about 
the Mathura Temple This story of the Benares Masjid was given 
in a laie manusciipt m Lucknow which was in the possession of a 
respected Mulla who had read it in the Ms and who though he pro- 
mised to look it up and give the Ms to a friend, to whom he had 
narrated the stoiy, died without fulfilling his promise The story is 
httle known and the prejudice, we are told, against Aurangazeb per- 
sists 

The Jazia is a poll tax — be it a pie, payable bv every head m 
heu ol his exemption from Military service If it were mere exemp- 
tion, there was nothing tO comment upon, but it was exclusion from 
the army as the army under the Islamic rulers was not thrown open 
to Non-Mushms Akbar had put an end to Jazia but Aurangazeb 
revned it The complaint really was agamst not the levy of the poll 
tax, but agamst Hihe exclusion of a class of people from the army 
On the contrary, Aurangazeb was considered a heterdox man because 
he voted grants to Mandirs which the Mulla deeply resented And 
what was worse he demohshed a Musjid under the followmg condi- 
tions 

Aurangazeb’s Heterdoxy 

Tanesha of Golconda could not account for all the revenues 
collected and when pressed to state what he ha^d none and where 
he hid them, Tanesha stated that they were buried under a certain 
Musjid which Aurangzeb ordered to be demolished Even so, the 
treasure was not forthcoming — only because it was nevei placed there 
And wli^ questioned wiy he ^thus misrepresented matters, Tanesha 
said that he wanted to measure the orthodoxy of Aurangazeb 

These two instances, it is claimed, show that Aurangazeb was 
not at any rate an orthodok or Kattar Mussalman for both the acts 
had greatly provoked the ire of the ‘Ulemah’ ‘ 
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The WeU of Death (&— 9— 43) 

The duH monotony of life Is to^^y broken by a post-card which 
has reached Ihe Inside of toe Ahmednagar Fort, addressed as follow* 
Ahmednagar 
EiUa Cbond BIbL 
Nehru Cbowk. 

Maut Ka Kuran, 

* Murawat Hossalm 

The contents of the card were that a certain Doctor died on toe 
3rd August, Why It was dellfered hero was a mystery but a little 
Investigation made toe following explanation probable Ahmed 
nagar la all tight. Elha Chand Bfbl U the name of the Fort where we 
are confined, Chand Blbl herself was supposed to have been burled 
In the quadrangle enclosed by our hnTi» so that Is one reason why 
probably It was delivered here There Is a chowk cafied the Nehru 
Cbowk but It is In the Town. The addlUonal detail in the address 
hr Maut Ka Kova— toe wen of death As there Is no such wen In toe 
city and as Nehru Chowk Is associated with the name of Nehru who 
It Is by this time well known la tn toe Fort, toe postman must have 
considered toe wen of death also must be here and delivered here 
toe card aecordlngly 

All is wen that ends veU 

The beginning of toe new month would have been quite un 
eventful but for toe little tragic comedy enacted by two of the child 
ren of the Jailor It has already been remarked that toe Jailor Is 
not allowed to spend toe nights away from bur fortroas, with his 
famUy who live outside Today they Intended changing their house 
and amongst the chUdren a girl of 6 and a boy of four chose after 
tea at 10 a-m to visit the new abode which Is only a furlong from 
the old. They went out and dldnt turn up It was two o clock. 
'When Uie Jailor went home to assist In toe transfer the news was 
broken to him, but It was taken for granted that they would be In 
a near nelghbourk house which they were In the habit of frequenting 
But when they went there toe lady of the house was found to 
have gone out and It was easQy presumed that she must have token 
these two children along with hers, when she turned up at 6 pju. 
however It was discovered that ttfese children bad never gone there 
at alL Then began a period of anxiety — enquiries. Information to the 
police Dbandhora In the four comers of the city In to? course of 
search a pa^ happened to meet % Tjcat constable right opposite 
toe new building to which the transfer was to have taken pio^ and 
on enquiry he said that be did see two children straying and that 
toey,could not say where their house was, but simply liJp^jd the word 
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Killa and not being able to trace their home, he left the 'children 
m the Police Station of the Cantonment area to which the place of 
theii perigimations belonged At last, the children wtre traced at 
the Police Station but when the sepoy went there with a tonq:a. the 
policeman on duty (there were no ofQcers at that time— G-30 pjp ) 
declmed to part with the children unless the man brought a letter 
from the father and with it Rs 5/- for feeding charges of the two 
child! en since 10 am The first condition was duly complied and as 
for the second, a bill was asked to be sent and the children qame 
back home ,, 

The points to be noted on the comic side were that left to them- 
selves the children could have easily enough found their way to their 
old house for the girl knew the way to and fro But when the con- 
stable interfered, thinking he was doing his duty by the missing 
children and tlie bemoaning parents, they were prevented from so 
domg And they readily accompanied the constable because the girl 
said “Killa” and expected that the constable who wore the same 
dress as the sepoys serving under their father — and whom the girl 
took to be one of that order, to take them to the Killa where her 
father was serving The constable on his part could not make out 
what the girl meant by Killa nor would he be allowed Inside the 
Fortress where the Jailor was the whole day and whole night officer 
havmg charge of us The fact was the constable is a Maharashtra 
while the children are Punjabis They could not understand each 
other The result was a miss which was as good as a mile from 
the home The children were duly restored but the father has not 
received that tell-tale bill for Rs 5/- for the fonnidable meal given 
to the two urchins 

r — 

At the end of a year’s stay it may not be inappropriate to give 
some quotations from Toller’s life in prison which extended over five 
years and at the end of it he was extemed from Bavaria We have 
been here for a year Yet we have had no infirmary Ours is not the 
only prison without one 

Toller writes — 

“Because there was no Infirmary at Niderschonenfeld though by 

now the fortress has been run as a prison for four years” 

page 232 ‘ 

A friend of Toller’s Hagemas^cer was suffering in that fortress 
prison from pleurisy He was thought to be malingering and exag- 
gerating ^At last, the stitfh in side became unbearable The doctor 
was sent for and he straightway said “Owing to the Rental condi- 
tion of the prisoners, it is impossible to treat him here In the after- 
noon, he was taken to the sickroom of the fortress— “a mere cage 
converted 'b.gS.in into a cell of the entirely insufficient dimensions of 

180 

( 



FEATHEEIS & STONES 


1 


tViU TadUit floor of the Prlaon." Bed at tke waD a bucket In the 
cor nw for £L conunode, otherwise yawnlnff vacancy On the first 
night I had □ night-watch at my dd6r On the second they gave me 
inirtftfuj an empty shell cass on the table by the walL I was told that 
If I needed help or anything I was to knock on this shellH^se with 
the blade of my knife, the sound would be heard, throughout the 
whole building and someone would come immediately The doctor 
has hinted that wo gentlemen, through continuous Intimacy mostly 
talk^ouraelres Into being IlL “On Tuesday the 18th January to our 
great, astoolshment Muaham and Duttu were summoned to the 
Govemnrt offlco, Herr Hoffman was waiting for them, “I am 
obliged to give you the melancholy newi that your fellow pr i so n e r 
August Hagemaster has quietly passed away In the night." 

Luckily In the Ahmednagar Port, we have fared better We are 
aH alive though not very much tipt-tng So often In count we mloed 
one hut on a recount, all the twelve were accounted for 
Etere too a sick room was Intended to be improvised but it Is not a celL 
It is a magnificent haH— M feet by 25 feet with 6 electric punkhas 
three windows on one side and two on the other and a door way But 
the hospital has not materialised although the hall was washed and 
swept and disinfected As for a companion we have been given one 
whmiever absolutely necessary and had not to strike a tin with a 
knife. We had hoirever to shout at the top of the voice and yet could 
not awaken the poor warder He snores and sleeps ever so hard that 
he disturbed oar sleep But that was not the w orst, for be brought his 
own bed and with It his bugs. So. decided not to have a com 
panlon. “What bad happened in the Needer-Schononfeld Fort was 
that August Hagemaster was found dead In the arm chair when the 
warder unlocked ttie door He had ^t up In the night because he 
could not lie down for pain. He bad sat In the armchair and had 
died there In final loneltness." — p 235 Toller 

The Seooud Tear— A Bevtew of Blrd% and Flowers 

Our first year has pasted and we begin the aecoud year of our 
sojourn here In the Ahmednagar Fort. Think of a prinsaneris lot 
In the Jafi, He cannot stroll about in the evenings in glade or glen. 
In forests or mountains by the riverside or the seabeach. He has the 
same neem and babul trees facing ^hlm, the tame companions each 
with his peculiar tastes and temperament, with his particular idio- 
syncrasies, the same r o utin e of ihorthanded play or longbanded gard 
enlng the same erpeotatlon of letter and disappointment, Ahe same 
routine of dally duties within the confines of the one acre of site the 
same moaning call of the Siren and the rattling sound of the Tank, 
the same buss of cars and buses one cannot sed, the som^ h yn of the 
radio ane cannot hear the tamfe yearning for the sight m women 
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and children, the same want of emotional up surge, the sam'e atten- 
tion and avidity to strengthen the body and enrich the Intellect, the 
same helplessness and impotened to enilch the soul 6r uplift the 
spirit, the same mechanical life — the same ?)etrified routine, th^ same 
dull monotony which are enough to make Heaven itself an intoler- 
able bore and certainly Hell an insufferable penalty One almost 
learns to feel that loneliness is far happier than company But one 
thmg the prisoner is not always deprived namely, the beauty of the 
spangled Heavens and the stars that bedeck by night the sklesrand 
tell their tale of Inconceivable sizes and distances, the tails thati they 
sometimes wear, the feats of fall that they at times perform, the 
tireless twinkling that they ever display, the game of hide and seek 
that they play when assailed by the passing clouds, their eternal 
quarrel with the moon whose company they keep for one fortnight 
and eschew for another, their fear of a radiant sun — immensely 
smaller than their mighty orbs but before which thej pale and vanish. 
Then we have as further compensations the living and equally en- 
hvening presence of the swallow and the sparrow, the cuckoo and the 
crow, the Minah and the Kite, the Bull-Bull and the wag-tail They 
are intensely human in their parental anxiety and giief for the dead, 
in their instruction to their young ones — teaching them how to fly. 
As the wings of the latter develop, the parents fly before them, exe- 
cute whirls and circles and somersaults — now fly up like a rocket and 
now come down like a dive bomber At last the young ones manage 
to descend from their olympian heights to the terrestrial depths, 
sit on your table and shed their leavings, make a detour into the 
garden and flee from the wrath of the Kites above- and imder the 
umbrella of^ their parents hop and jump and fly and fall One of the 
two young ones is smart and pushful and flies away But the other 
is perhaps iickety and soft-boned It flaps its wmgs but is unable 
^0 fly The parents get to either side and spread one its right and the 
other its left wing underneath the poor young cripple and flappmg 
their othei wings oear^the young one on to the nest After this first 
aid, the little things pluck up courage and strengthen and fly In 
aadition to these avine companions, we have the flowers of the gard- 
en raised by Jawaharlal — the one indefatigable worker of the group 
The winter garden faded away and hath yielded place tn the summer 
garden And with the onset of the rains, the balsovi and the man- 
gold, the chrysanthum and the sUn-flower, the jasmme and the rose, 
the geranium and the Zenia, the nystacium and the Holly hock, 
the saliva and the morning-glory have made the lawn a richly colour- 
ed carpeit of green and gbld — bright yellow and dark red — flight blue 
and deep violet ^ 

The new year has brought before us a new gaiaen Yesterday 
it was alf sprouting green Today it is all gold full of flowers some 
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of the winter teaxon some new of the surariicr We have the fomUlat 
rtaipold the bcloTcd of oorgirla atlyjme g rowlnctn all their glory— 
ihlning— yclWw and gold like balls with a gentle aroma The Petuma 
has again pat f jrlh Its *w|^t xmelling flowers. The cosmos has grown 
to twice Us height and U formonnted b> dark red four petaUed Cow 
crs. The BaUan: L fall of rose and red coloured loose lying flowers 
covering the plant and spreading on the ground os if wUh a carpet 
The Begonia Is an addlMon of the iiunracr Its flowers are a poor 
competition to Us leares which hare such lorely light shades of Tur 
try red colour The spider flowers ore superb *ndecd they are 
calicd superba glorlosa The noUhocka is rather poor in show Jon 
at this time of the year The Zcnla has a forrnldable rival In the baby 
ZerJa. The ny»ta*.um Is rcTJlendani In all Us gloiy— jrellow and 
cmnge The mermng dory of last winter Is replaced by the Heavenly 
blue The ribrena Is ubiquitous and irrepressible Regardless of 
reason or soil. It grows almost wild pulling forth Us lovely purple 
flowers which prout up erect and single on vertical ctalks. The 
roogra or Jasmine has Us spotless while flowers— the beloved o 
Indian women trl^h their fragrance carrying a thousand tt-.>oclatlons 
The dark red row? hav-* emerged In dotens from a plant which looked 
a babe The gladlola U a marveUoas flower rising In tier* In their 
salmon pink. Dalla and tganita, ore two addlllons. the latt*T bearing 
flossy flower* sotnellmri* called Button flower*. The Queen of the 
night bolds court o^ter evening Its magnlOetnl fragrance permeates 
the whole compound and penetrates the rooma. The very distance at 
\ h4Ch It Is planted lends charm to Us aroma which from near is too 
strong Tu^fosa is yet to flower Its growth has been slow Per 
haps this Is no the seswn for it. We shall bide our lime We have 
enough of U before us 


Flower* Bprak 

•rcThaps you don't believe that flowers are able to talk. Of 
course they carnot speak as we do But they have their own way of 
speaking Only you, have to underttami them and to hate patience 
when you are listening to them They know the gaiert rtoriea about 
the earth out of which they grow about their neig ibcnrs — the other 
forers about the dew which pay* them a call In tlie momlngi and 
about butterfllec' and beetles, to whom they have given hospitality 
Also they have stories about theh friends the trees Do you know 
that there are flowers that arc lolthfol to their Tree friends that 
they fall U1 and die when one cuts down the trees In the ihodow of 
which they arc growlog. Nothing in the meadow* and the wood 
lives by Itiejf All things live together meadow* and flower* hedge* 
and birds. Where ♦hlsUcs are growing you will dUcover chafflnehes 
ned where pla n tai n s arc growing you will find white people 
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Every day the sparrows come now and then and “take tfea” and 
tell us of their party struggle, tlieir jealousies and their State news 

On September 17, ’23 — the d'overnor — ^Heri HolTmah read this 
commumcation' In accoidance with Section 22 of the house. rules, 
the Swallow book has been confiscated as it contains a good deal 
which if it weie published, would bring the prison discipline into 
contempt 

The first poem A friend died in the night was propagandist in 
the use made of the death of the late prisoner Hagemaster. In one p6em 
there was a refeience to a hole with bars and similar things That 
would have a piopagandist effect In one poem, there was a state- 
ment which miciepreserts the ordinary cleaning of gutters In this 
also, the warder’s behaviour was maligned They were represented as 
behaving callously at the cleaning of the gutters In one poem, the 
line appears “A sacrifice in deadly battles render dauntless Barriers ’’ 
That was pohtical incitement Then speaking personally Herr Hoff- 
man said, “The book Is so full of propagandist material that its 
whole effect is piovocative ’’ 

— Toller, Page 319 

One becomes sick of men when one has had to Ine for five years 
with others in a place of iron bars and cells when one has not had 
an hour alone, always consuming and consumed, thrusting and 
thrust, stabbing and stabbed — ^have been at a performance of the 
great human comedy on a tiny stage without footlights, without an 
orchestra and with no proscenium 

Much bitter personal experience I have had to ponder to its 
utmost conclusion And the school of common imprisonment is a 
school of life' where one meets humanity in the raw 

—(Toller) 

Great men brmg me gifts — ^Aeschlyn Sophocles, Eckliart, Shelley, 
Milton, Goethe, Kleist, Holderlin Never are we poor as men want to 
make us Always we ha/e the wealth We are the beauty where we 
live —Toller, Page 159 

10 — 2— '22 
To 

The Authorities of the Portress, ‘ 

Neiderschonefeld 

<> 

I ask for an increase in my regular weekly allowance With the 
nse in prices of all daily necessaries and with the trebling of the 
postage feec, I cannot manage on 35 marks a week (Letters before 
the 1st January cost 60 P fening, after the 1st January — 2 marks Re- 
gistered letters before the Ist January 3-10 M aftei the 1st of Jan- 
uary M 12 ^Tqday a small piece of soap costs M 8, a roll 65 P fening, 
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a tooth brush 8 Marks a dentifrice 7 30 M,*oue cigar 2J0 M. a pound 
of coffee 7Q iL a pound of sugar 9 M» and so on) 

Keeping my irceHy oHowanco^at 85 M. results in an essentlol 
restriction on my freedoift to write Today I can't without borrow 
iDg money from comrades, send my ne cess ary business letters, stamps 
which I had posted to me from outside have not been glrcn mo. 

*There Is a pa.u In the life of a prisoner which Is almost worse 
than all the others It is the enforced living together” 

* ^ — **Hoase of the Dead" Dostoevsky 

Censoring 

Toller complains of the prohibition of his play ilaues and &lan 
being enacted because the Jewish money-lender raised a luroro about 
It and he asks 

“Tomorrow I expect the hangman will proteat because some 

author has not properly appreciated Decapitation!" 

Mr Ameiy^ answer that It U dangerous to allow outsideTs' con- 
tact with Gandhi reminds one of a letter of Elmeft TtoUer to the 
Authorities of the Fortress of Neldersehonefeld in which be was 
Imprisoned serving a term of S yean and the answer given to him 

“I ask that one of my cardboard boxes should be given to me, by 
jonr Instructlcms, so that I may keep my hat protected from dust" 
-Toller 

Answer 

Declined for reasons of safety The hat can be wrapped In new** 
paper or the like If It Is not wanted here send It hom^l 

— Hoffman, Public Prosecutor 
Baptism by a Fire Hose 

One day the two travellers — Auden ojul Isherwood, were given a 
tea party at Hankow (Chinn) In order to be able to meet the leading 
Chinese Intellectnals. The gathering we ore told, was certainly most 
distinguished, portlexilarly owing to the monumental presence of 
Peng Yu h slang the “Christian General" who Is said once to have 
baptized a whole regiment of his troops with a fire-hose 

AngUetred Names 

Pew young men of the rising generation know that late In the 
last and early In the present century It was fashionable to convert 
Indian names Into allied English namesAKate Bob Bll/ Pattlson 
were not nnfemmon forms of addressing cne another amongst young 
men. More loyal dtliens who were high officials and sincere ad 
mlrers of English Culture gave their sons the nnmM of either their 
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patrons in service or their favourite public men Thu« we had a 
Hume Shastri named after A O Hume, a Venkata Sivjprama Ros^ 
named after a District Judge R6ss and a RIpon named after the 
Viceroy Lord Ripon (George Frederick Robinson) the young ^ men 
have continued to be known by these iiamco In Chin? this westerni- 
zation of names is quite usual amongst intellectuals A jomrg journ- 
alist had the exotic name of Macdonald anglicized from Ma Tong-Na 

Beauty Fasliions 

f 

War has introduced, we are told, a new concept of beautj; in 
China "Girls with pencilled brows like moths, powdered face, mani- 
cured finger nails and toe nails and above all with “permanent wave" 
in tneir hair no longer command admiration They are often consi- 
dered unpatriotic In present-day China true War-time beauty, it is 
said, must carry a martial air with no cosmetics on the face and with 
the hair pressed backward under a smart cap that matches the army 
uniform And m India, women have passed through a passing phase 
of bobbed hair but have all grown their ’ovely black hair and the 
fashion is to make a long braid hanging loose behind on the back 
The college girls have never fallen victims generally speaking to the 
perverse fashion of bobbmg 

Vacant Laughter 

The Chinese guides and servants have the habit of laughing at 
War, Victory, Defeat, the Japanese, m fact everything This rermnds 
me of the habit of even some high placed men — foi the matter of 
that — women in society who laugh before they describe a joke or a 
story, who laugh m the middle, who talk laughing and laugh at the 
end of theif narration whether the hearers laugh or not This is 
rather trying to the hearers to be sure! The best way of desciibmg a 
joke or a story is for the speaker to keep mum aftei its completion 
and not to laugh before or during the narration 

,, Conscription 

In China conscription is hardly necessary The population is so 
extensive and the patriotism so intensive that recruiting is beset 
vlth no difficulty Only the carrying on of the family is such an im- 
portant article of Chinese religious feeling that the eldest son never 
becomes a soldiei 

As m India, in China the dialects are many, but in China the 
written language is understood almost umversally and so it seems 
that the country people believe that English is yet another dialect 
Therefore, the Chmese talk to ' Englishmen m ‘sign’ language ex- 
pecting them to understand their own sign^, making the signs of 
Chinese clviracters with their fore-fingers on the palms of their hands. 
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Jho DSJ in a Frtfeht 

The has given rise to man yj funny Incidents. Government s 
instructions to District Offlcera ai« believed to be that they should 
vacatf the places of thelii abode if the Japanese came while the sub- 
ordinate officers are to continue In one District, on the East Copjt 
there was a DHF who one day took Irlcht over some loud noises 
emanating from a distance and took them for those of Japanese ex 
pValves So In the absence of the Collector he ordered certain re- 
cords to be burnt and himself hastened to a place some 30 miles oS 
The, Collector an Indian returned and having hesurd the story ascer- 
tained the cause of the sound which was traced to the fireworks of 
a marriage party at a distance of 6 miles. Then he Instituted a dUl 
gent search and found the DJ9P dressed In a dhoti In a hut at a 
distance of some 20 miles! 

Salclde of the Japanese 

len Japanese soldiers committed ‘"suicide in a temple but 
suicide we are told, proves nothing It Is the national reaction to 
an life 8 troubles— on officer's reprimand a love affair gone wrong 
a quarrel, a snub 


The Centipede and the Spider 

Here li on extraordinary Insect story A Chinese boy bad been 
ftong by a centipede and was very UL The Pother could do nothing 
for him until their Chinese catechist produced a certain kind of spider 
which be bad found crawling about the roof This spider he told 
htm would suck the poison from the wound. And suck It did. When 
the spider had finished the sucking the catechist put it ^to a bowl of 
water so that it could eject the poison from its own body The boy 
recovered Immediately 

No Bitterness Among Japanese 

The two traveller* — Anden and lahcrTood hod a dinner at 
Shanghai with four Japanese at the taUe^— a Consular official, a 
burinessman, a Banker and a Railway Director When the travellers 
told these friends that the Transport and Living conditions were not 
pnmtttoc as h^pted by them but extremely efficient — “Klndneis 
politeness everywhere " “Every body was charming The Consular 
official agreed In an IndulgraS tone “the Chinese are certainly 
charming such nice people What a pity yes what a pity" The 
other* chimed in. *The war could so easily have been avoided — our 
demands are very reasonable In «tbe i^st, we were al^ys able to 
negotiate tliese problems amicably Ihe statesmen of the old school 
— they undemtood the art of compromise. You could deal with them 
But these younger men they ore dreadfully hot headet^ Most un 
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lortunate " “You know” dontmued the Consular oflQcial, “We leallj 
love the Chmese That is the :|;dce thing about the war^ There is 
no bitterness We in Japan feel absolutely none towards the Chinese ” 
“This was really too much” say the authp^s “Why should they’ 
Had they ever their towns burnt and their children raped? Had they 
ever been bombea’ Our four gentlemen had no answer ready They 
meiely blinked Only one of them said “That is certainly a most 
inteiesting pomt of view”* 

The Japanese have destroyed 70 per cent of the Chinese Industry 

Overcrowdmg ‘ 

Since Japan occupied the outer city of Shanghai, the Interna- 
nonal Settlement became overcrowded When the British wished to 
clear a smgle stieet a hundred yards long, for defensive purposes, 
they were told this would mean evacuating 14,000 people Under the 
existing conditions, it was estimated that 40,000 refugee children 
must die during the next 12 months** 

10,000 Rickshaws 

The number of rickshaws in the International Settlement is 
limited to 10,000 One could buy a rickshaw for 50 to 70 dollars 
The registration plate costs officially 5 dollars But these plates 
being limited in number change hands repeatedly and cost a lot, 
— fetchmg 500 dollars a piece at times' The coolies’ life may be 
imagined from a statement made by one saying “Our life seems to be 
fastened down with live hooks ” 

VlTiy they join the Armj in China 

An enquiiy by the Hospital authorities amongst military patients 
showed that out of 142, — 36 join for economic reasons, 26 join for 
economic reasons and admiration of Military career, 23 join for 
Patriotism, 23 for family difficulties, 16, owing to conscription, 9 being 
homeless, 7 to suppress local bandits, 1 deceived by promises of re- 
wards, 1 vanity Thus 4iper cent of the recruits join for patriotism 
In India it is not even that much 

Carving and Chopping 

As a rule, it is said, the Chmese do not carve a, chicken They 
chop it transversely into slices so that the tiniest morsel contains a 
fragment of bone » 

Costly Cormorants 

In China, they fish onoboats with tame cormorants Some of 
them fight a free lance kite for a fish A well trained (cormorant. 
It seems, costs 25 dollars 

* Joitmey tQ a HTar — by Anden and Isherwood Kaber A Faber, , 

** From May, 1038 ‘ 
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Total War ’ 

In oldtn days the and Ihalr armies fought each other 

doling wari The villages and vlUoge-cralts were safe \grlcnlture 
wa« mnnlng Its normal course Later civil population came to be 
attacked for loot. In thu war no matter whether between the Ger 
maniy and the Rosslans or between the Japanese and the Chinese the 
war seems to be wholly devastating The other day we were told 
thnt in Bharkov there was hot one old Russian, when It was recap- 
tured by Stalins armies, to tell his tale of woe and when he was 
called old he wept and said he was 24 years old, and he was the sole 
surviving one out*of a population of 9 Inkhs, A like story we hear 
f rom China, Mr Wang was the Civil Governor of 6 Provinces in 
1938 and he preiiared an ezbansUve report of the atrocities of the 
vapanese against the civilian population. In Mr Wane's area, the 
authors teh us, 80 per cent of the houses had been burnt. Out of 
IJOO houses in Sloping only 200 remained. Out of 2,800 In Tsinan 
only 3 Three thousand civilians had been killed during the past four 
months (1938) Children were being kidnapped by the Japanese and 
sent to for forced labour or the brothels. Out of 1101)00 

refugees, only ten per cent bad been able to leave the district. 
The rest were returning to their mined homes with morujv from 
Government to buy seeds for the spring sowing 

No Farat^uies to Japanese PQoU 
A plane went out of control and suddenly a white parachutist 
baled out of the machine while the plane plunged ‘on Into a lako-> 
Wuchang, “This must have been** say the authors a Chinese for 
the Japanese pilots It Is said, are not allowed parachut^ They arc 
even rumoured to be padlocked Into their cockpits.” 

Madame 

Two autbon describe Madame Ohlang Eal Shek as a small, round 
faced ladv ezgulaitely^ dressed, rather than pretty and j>osseased of 
an almost terrifying charm and poise. Obviously she knows how to 
deal with any conceivable type of vlaltoT Bbe can become at win 
the cultivated westernised woman with a knowledge of Uteraturd 
and art the technical expert discussing aeroplane engines and ma 
guns the inspector of Hospitals, the President of a Mothers’ 
Union or the slii^ple aSectionate* clinging Chinese wife She could 
be terrible she could be gracious, she could be businesslike she could 
be ruthless. It is said that she signs death warrants with her own 
hand. She speaks excellent Sngll]g|i with an Intonation ^faintly re- 
calling her* American College training Strangely enough I have 
never heard anybody commenting upon her perfume. It la the most 
delicious either of the two authors have ovor smelt. ^ 
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The Bilasia ‘Murder’ Case 

The Bilasia murder case in \^]iiich Mi B B Singh, IDS, Secre- 
tary, Local Self-Government, U P , has been arraigned as the ac- 
cused, makes mteiesting reading as it progresses At first, the' news 
was flashed as if the whole thmg was proved without even that much 
of caution which is generally associated with Press Reports of alleged 
murder cases Eleven Prosecution Witnesses have been dropped or 
held over as being hostile The Medical evidence says that a bag of 
bones was sent on Ihe 4th of June to the doctor for post-mortem 
with a covering note which purported to sav that they were the bones 
of a girl of 18, murdered on the 26th May, 1943 The statements of 
men smce joined as accused are to the effect that they picked up a 
bone stlckmg from the sands of the river, one lying on the bank, 
anothei elsewhere and a nb from another spot The doctor from 
naked eye examination, testified to their belonging to a young adult 
female between 17 and 19 He did not examine the bone chemically 
or by x-ray and this was the first post-mortem of the kind he had 
had to perform in life So far, there is only the evidence of the 
Railway gate-keeper and two cartmen to the effect that the former 
saw a car passmg the level crossing with two or three persons, and 
the latter that one of the carts conveyed the passengers, four in 
number, including a Sadhu, from a bridge to the village to which 
Smgh’s bi other-in-law belonged The astounding pait of the evi- 
dence IS that of the Deputy Superintendent (Smgh) of the CXD 
who visited the village on the 3l5t May for investigation and when 
it was put to him to contradict the fact that Vasanti a cousm of 
Bilasia (alleged to have been murdered) told him m the presence of 
another that her cousm Bilasia arrived there on the 27th alive and 
since disappeared, the Dy Superintendent said, “I cannot confirm 
it”— but the next day being reminded, he admitted the fact and also 
that the statement was made m the presence of another person 

An Interesting Case From Gujarat 

The case reminds one of certain past occurrences of which one 
^mignt be cited Long years ago, when Vallabhbhai wa^, practising, 
there was a (murder) case against a wealthy and mfluential mahant 
of murder of his maid servant who was pregnant and with whom he 
was alleged to be carrymg on The Police after due ^investigation dis- 
covered a corpse lymg in a well, CO mOes from the mahant’s place 
It was post-mortemmed and contained a foetus 6 months old The 
case excited some sensation owmg to the position of the accused 
A special fhagistrate was d^ppoml'ed, — a European who was somewhat 
whimsical and before whom few respectable pleaders cai'fed to appear 
for he was given to insulting the Bar Vallabhbhai was dissuaded 
from appecrmg m the Lower Court as the case would m any case be 
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commute to the Seolons, But, Vallabhhiml thought It hU duty to 
appear and did so appear j 

In the fcourxe of trial, seven A»Uce Patels (Village Magistrates) 
from 7 Tillages on the Thy vrere put up as witnesses all testifying 
to the fact that each of them saw each In his own >'lllagi a double 
hnUock cart going one night with the mahant carrying a woman In 
his lap who it was said, was bitten by a snake and whom he was toUng 
for treatment to a certain village where the well was situated But 
anjongtt them the Police Patel of the village itself was not one All the 
seven Patels gave their evidence without MirlnUon or a flaw and 
when the 8tb Patel appeared who was not present in the parade held 
<orlglnally) to identify the accused the Magistrate perhaps under 
the belief that he must have been won over by the accused and there 
fore expecting him to lie ordered a minor to be brought andcansedlt 
to be placed before the witness who was asked to watch his own face 
In the mirror and answer the questions rhe Magistrates idea was 
that when the witness saw the colour of his face coming end going 
with every untruth ho spoke he would easliy betray himself The 
chief examination was over and suddenly Vnllabhbhal who bad re 
verved the cross-examination of the other seven witnesses, wanted 
to cross-examine the ffth witness This unexpected procedure unnerved 
tho magistrate who asked why this witness alone should be cross-ex 
amlned when tbu cross -cramlnatlon of the rest was reserved “That 
Is my look-out That Is none of your busmeis” was the sharp reply 
which unnerved the magistrate the more The cross-examination 
began and the 1st question was, *Tx)ok here you havr* given your 
evidence all the while with this mirror of the magistrate before you 
and you have given evidence looking all the while at^your face as 
instructed by the court Isn‘t It so?” 

“Yea.” 

The magistrate lost balance altogether and asked why this 
question should put 

“Because I want to cite the mirror as an exhibit and yourself as a 
witness in the Sessions C^ort” 

Immediately Jie magistrate adjourned the case for on hoar for 
tea, went to lila,tent and sent the special public prosecutor appointed 
In the case, to invite Vnllabhbhal to tea with the maglstrafe wh er e up 
on Vallabhbhol replied aaylDg th&t the case bod been going on for n 
fortnight In which tho magistrate had been heaping upon hUntelf 
(VaPabhbbal) an manner of Insult* and now because be himself was 
in a fix (magistrate) invited him (Vollabhbhai) to tea. No he 
was not responding and on the cont’^ry he was going to summon 
him the maglstrab^ and the Public Prosecutor as Defence Witnesses 
In (be Session* CourtI 
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After the hour was over, the Magistiate came to the Court and 
began to parley with Vallabhbhci at length and when the latter re- 
peated all that he had said to the Public Prosecutor, the .Magistrate 
got upset and asked, “Look here, you havf not disclosed your de- 
fence so far I must know what it is “ 

Vallabhbhai answered, “You are not fit to hear it You will 
know it all in the Sessions Court where you and your mirror and 
your Public Prosecutor will have to figure in due course ” 

The Magistrate losing his wits altogether adjourned the case^tn 
the next day t 

The next day the same entreaty and pacification and the same 
threat in reply repeated themselves 

The third day the Magistrate changed his tone and requested 
Vallabhbhai whether he (Vallabhbhai) could not spare him (Magis- 
trate) all this complication Vallabhbhai said, “You have brought 
it on yourself” In the end, however, Vallabhbhai told Magistrate 
that there was only one way for the Magistrate to save himself 
all his bother If he would release the accused on ball he had a 
chance 

“How could I do it after so much evidence?” 

“Do you mean to say all this cock and bull story of seven people 
giving the same evidence is believable’ Apparently, you are bent on 
givmg credence to this faked up evidence’ I am not going to leave 
any of you I must prosecute these 7 v/itnesses who have perjured 
themselves to beai false testimony against a person who is benig 
tried on a charge of murder punishable with hanging Let us see 
who is going to be hanged” 

Then the Magistrate came round and gave bail to the accused 
holdmg the evidence, so far tendered, as thoroughly unbelievable and 
committed the case to the Sessions 

When the case was reached in the Sessions Court, the Pubhc 
Prosecutor there was astounded on reading the committal order and 
told the Judge that he wanted to withdraw the case and the Judge 
thereon wanted to know what Vallabhbhai had to say Vallabhbhai 
said he would rather see it through, for seven people had perjured 
themselves against an accused who was liable to b^ hanged and if 
he could prove the perjury, he would like to see them hanged rather 
than the accused The judge retired to the Chambers and sent for 
Vallabhbhai who there explained all the tomfoolery of the special Ma- 
gistrate and the withdrawal of the case ended what otherwise would 
have proved'aninterestmg ahd instructive commentary on the proce- 
dure adopted m this country m the process of mvestigatuin and the 
somewhat palpable concoctions of evidence which prove too much 
and therefoje too little in the end 
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Biiftke* -n. Ant3* 

The anta, It I 5 bellered have no bat only can throofih which 
they sense a^t as welL They havS the sense of direction we4 deve- 
loped. Apimently they have some ocoolt powers like the blind man 
hearing colours which are supposed lo have each a sound of their 
own. The snakes have on the contrary their eyes but no ears never- 
theless have the sharpest hearing— enjov mnslo and are aenerally 
caught by snake charmers when they are under the 8i>ell of the 
NoiKitiDaram, They are thns just the opposite of anta. 

The differentiation of the aense organs in man la attendant also 
with an attenuation of the potency of their power which compares 
unfavourably with that of blood hounds and even ordinary dogs. 

'Vlnayaka GhAtnrthl 

The Janmashtaml Is soon followed bv Ganeah OhatnrthL In 
the South, It Is known as Vtnayak (haturthl— observed on the 4th 
day (bright baU) of the Bhadrapad month. In Maharashtra the 
feast Is observed with great eclat and eacltement for ten days by 
worshlppiiig the Idol of Oanesha which sometlmea Is 2 feet high, 
richly ornamented and having fibivajls Image on one side In a 
worshipping posture In the South, the belief Is that no one should 
see the moon that day without bearing the story of Samantaka 
Manl which wus stolen and Krishna was wrongly accused of being 
the offender Not to hear tbi« episode from the epics that evening 
and not to take the Akshaihalu (coloured rice) on onee bead. Is to 
court false accusations in life Here in Maharashtra and In UP the 
story of Samantaka Manl is not tbuswise associated with the festival 
but people (children) invite abuse by their neighbour^ on them- 
selves ty throwing stones on their houses and stealing fruit from 
their trees. It Is therefore known also as Dahlia Obaturthl 

The story ot Ganeah as the son of Parvati and the Lord ot Hosts 
of Shiva Is wen known. In South India the Valsbnavltes do not 
observe the festival, but have a subetllute In the worship of Vlahwak 
Bena — the Lord of Hosts of Vishnu, 

on© Intererting point may be mentioned. This year this festival 
fen on Friday the fourth of August, but tne court and posTol hoUday 
Is obserred on thrf fifth — a Saturday How perv e rse — to get two con- 
tinuous holidays — Saturday and Supday togf^er the day of festival 
Is changedi For the convenience of the denationalised offleers, the 
convenience of tl\o public la •mercUeasly Baoiificedl 

Pigeons and Wc^ * 

« 

A note was published by Government In July 1043 that no one 
should shoot a single pigeon fiylng in the klr or If by chance It hap^ 
I>ens tp be shot, the fact must be reported to tbb Police. ^ 
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'Ihree lines In the newspapers recently announced the arrival of 
a draft of pigeons at an Afriohn base for the Middle East pigeon 
service They have gone to reinft>rce the Army Carrier «Pigeon Post 
which has done great work with the Eighth Army in North Mrica 
Specially tramed men of the Royal Corps of Signals have worked 
■with mobile lofts and the birds have flown as truly and faithfully in 
the desert as in the more temperate climate of their English birth- 
place Many have fallen victims to shehs and bullets m the air 
and on the ground, and it is no doubt to replace these as v/ell af to 
meet the needs of an expanding army that the reinforcements ^ave 
gone out 

All the ingenmty of mventors has not made the carrier pigeon, 
one of the oldest methods of speedy, long-distance communication, 
obsolete Telegraph and telephone 'wires can be cut, wiieless trans- 
mitters can be damaged and, m any case, do not ensure secrecy 
Bui the carrier ingeon -will take a message quickly and secretly over 
a distance up to several hundred miles with almost unerring cer- 
tamiy It was found that only 5 per cent of the many thousands of 
messages sent by pigeon in the First Great War failed to arrive 

The greatest enemy of the earner pigeon is really bad weather 
The homing instmct is so powerful that birds will stiuggle home 
against wind and rain, even if they fall dead in the loft But some- 
times they are beaten, and even m peacetime pigeon-races a percent- 
age of birds was lost through bad conditions 

The other enemies of the pigeon are hawks of various kmds, not 
very serious, and men with guns on the ground, whether enemy or 
fnendly The “fnendly” man •with a gun is usually a careless sports- 
m<in or a man with trigger itch who must shoot at anything that 
moves It cannot be emphasized too strongly that the grea'test care 
should be taken m shootmg at pigeons to make sure first that they 
are not carriers They are easy to distmguish The wood pigeon 
is grey •with a white riijg round its neck. The carrier is light bro'wn, 
blue or red and white The carrier flies on a straight course and does 
not even de-viate at a man with a gun, whereas every experienced 
shot knows that a wood pigeon will swerve away at anything strange 
on the ground The carrier rarely alights to rest or feed It is also 
a smaller bird ‘ 

There is really no excuse for imstaking the bird that is carrymg 
a vital message for the pest of the coun^yside But the error is made 
only too frequent'v, and casualties from guns m our own country are 
far heavier than from enemy achon Every person who gees shooting 
should know that thousands of carrier pigeons are fl 3 dng over Britain 
every day. They are traimng, carrying messages between the various 
headquarl5^s‘or from aircraft or raiding-parties round the co^t 
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Itr U a crime to ahoot a carrier and« I cnppose the arerage man 
■when he fliids ho baa mad© a 'mlatakn' almoat InatlnctlTely buries the 
evidence of fala "crime" But by <k»lng this he may imperil opera 
t'onfl and lives. Anyone ivho shoots d cairler by accident or finds 
cne dead or miured should take It to the police Immediately If it 
■was an accident, no more will be said and. m any case, the police wHl 
be more concemed with seeing the message delivered than with 
anything else. Undoubtedly airmen have lost their lives through 
career pigeons being shot down and the message never delivered. 

YThen a pigeon has to fly over a battlefield there Is always the 
chance of It being hit by bullets or splinters. But it takes a lot to 
kill a idgeon, many struggle home with serious wounds. A curious 
fact Is thfli: they seem to take little notice of gunfire or —as m the 
Great War of 1014 1018 — clouds of gas. 

The first news of the Dieppe raid last August was brought to 
Britain by a carder pigeon. For reasons of secrecy It was inadvlsaUe 
to use wireless and two pigeons were set free on Dleijpe beach, each 
with the first news of the operations. One pigeon was almost Im- 
mediately shot down, but the other Beachcomber flew through the 
hah of fixe and reached H.Q. It averaged 50 m-ph. Beachcoonber 
was bred by Ur E. Sing of Ipswich. 

There have been many Instances of birds being badly ■woxmded 
and living to fly home Most famous of first Great War pigeons, 
Idocker lost an eye by a shell fragment In the Battle of the Argonne 
In ]01fi but delivered the message and lived for another 20 years! 
An R.A.r pigeon named Sam was "mentioned in despatches" for 
co ura ge when wounded In a Halifax bomber over Berlin. A shell 
fragment penetrated the metal container and tore the birds beak, 
but Sam behaved well while bemg given flrrt aid and win be on ope- 
rations again soon. 

Coastal Command aircraft have ah carried pigeons since the out- 
break of war The success of the pigeon sefrlce led later to birds 
being carried on all bombers, and thousands are now engaged on this 
active service Many plgecms of course rnn ke operational flights 
without even spreading their wings. They are not released except 
In emergency Some have made up to 80 flights In aircraft and are 
stin fit and working. Others have been unlucky and killed or woxmd 
ed severely by shell fragments while In the pl^e. 

A typical Inddent showing the work of the birds vrtth aircraft 
resulted In a bird c a ll ed Wlnkla belijg awarded a bronsa plaque, A 
Beazifort was* forced down In the sea. As the crew scrambled Into 
the dinghy the wireless operator picked up the cage containing two 
pigeons. Somehow In the confusion one got away before a message 
had teen attached- The other was released a few minutes later 
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With a message givmg the position The bird carrying the message 
did not reach home Perhaps ii was shot down, perhaps it succumb- 
ed the weather •' * 

But the first bird reached its loft Wtien its owner, summoned 
by the tinkhng of the bell rung automatically as a pigeon alights, 
found theie was ]io message, he telephonea the numbei o'^ the pigeon 
to the nearest RJUP station They quickly identified the aircraft 
whicn had carried it, already overdue Some clever calculating of 
the aircraft’s probable course and the time of arrival of the pigeon 
resulted in an approximate area being marked on the map Recon- 
naissance aircraft- very soon spotted the dinghy, and less than 24 
hours after the accident the crew were safely ashore 

Many thousands of pigeons weie "demobbed” after the Krst 
Great War but tne RAF maintained a nucleus of birds thiough the 
years of peace, and they did good work in bringing aid to disabled 
planes 

How many pigeons are now in service can only be guessed, but 
the number available is probably not less than 250,000 Eaily in 1939, 
when the threat of war began to loom the 50,000 British pigeon 
fanciers (includmg H M the King, who has fine lofts at Sandring- 
gham) offered their birds to the War and Air Ministries through the 
National Hommg Umon Young pigeons are hatched in the spring, but 
reqmie careful and expert training before they are reliable “homers”. 
The present extensive pigeon service would have been quite impossible 
without the help of thousands of enthusiastic amateurs 

The most recent development of the Carrier Pigeon Post Serviec 
is^ -^th parfichuts^ troops The pigeons in special containers that 
pre\f-nt them being harmed, are dropped with the men, and can be 
immediately released with news of the landing or other operation^. 
Here again they have the great advantage of secrecy, as wireless*^' 
might reveal to enemy the position of troops whose landing was still 
unknown to him , 

International Smugglmg 

4 ^ 

Sometime ago- thare occurred a famous case of smuggling of 
cocaine and opium by persons richly clad, aristocratic lookmg travel- 
ling 1st class, -wiuh huge luggage of which one box contained opium 
The profits were fabulous, a quantum costmg.a rupee in Malwa was 
sold at Rs 120 in Rangoon There was a wnole oragnlzation of agents, 
reprpsenta^tlves, shareholders, profit sharers for the nonce and all 
having dealings with the different departments of < Government 
Excise, Salt, Pohee and Revenue They had their o-wn police, their 
own Lorry Service from Malwa to Calcutta and any policeman sus- 
pecting was tbld oy the people on the lorry that >t was not hisibusi- 
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nets and he had better not meddle of conne, he -would have his prc- 
requlsltea. UlUmately It turned out that It extended as for as 
Egypt through Arabia, Iraq and Syria. We little know what goes on 
around us, who all f request our own bouses and why! 

The Blind Beggar and hli 15 guineas 

Recently we were told by some researches In the College of 
■Sociology In Bombay that the beggars of Bombay ore well organized 
thrt they pool aH their day’s earnings and render account to their 
head who would distribute the total among them perhaps on the 
principle •Prom eo^Ji according to his eanungs and to each according 
to his needs." The head takes 10 iwr cent of the whole. A conflrma 
tion of this Is to be found In the foUowtne story of the blind beggar 
folks of Bombay which dates back to many years ago 

Ihe bUnd beggars hod a leader who was begging himself -while 
being the captain of the team. His headquarters was at the Flora 
Fountain and he used to make a good pile. His cry was "Baba Maja 
Potala De" which In Marathi means "Father give my stomach (some- 
thing) ■ Every evening an the constituent members would gather 
round bifn and he would take account and distribute the pooled 
r es our ce s equitably One evening a certain Marwari who won a 
heavy case was passing that way and haring beard the cry "Baba” 
paused and thought fit to give him a coin out of his great loy over 
his success In the suit and asked the blind man to hold up his hand. 
But the tough and chronic beggar that the blind man was, he -was 
not Impressed with the uniqueness of this demand of a passer by 
donor awWng hhn to hold dp hla band and be curtly replied — ^"Blr 
put it In this bowl" "No— hold up jmur band” said the Marwari per 
sistontly "Why” asked the blind man "everybody is putting his 
•coin for me In tiiiji auspices bowl of mine. Why not you put yours 
also there?— be It a copper— a half anna or a two anna piece or evfen 
a quarter of a rupee " "OhI no” said the Marwari, "Mine Is none of 
these coins. It is a special one You hold up your hand and you 
will )mow what P is by the weight and then feeL At lost the beggar 
deigned to break his tradition and received it personally and realised 
It was none of these coins he had enumerated nor even a silver hnif 
TU 7 »e or rupee ttit was big and weighty tnd leamt from the Mar- 
wari that It was a guinea a gold^<^nr worth some Ra. 10/ "Ahl" 
he said “may Ood bless you, my blindness wHl certainly disappear If 
•only I handle a few more coins like this.” 

Ek gutned Tiaih me anue kkuhja yisa Kota hai to ^as pandra 
dekkney ko Intis to anJJie khttl jm** 

"By having one guinea In hand I feel as If my eyes are opening. 
If I get 10—15 to see my eyes will open." 
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The Marwan taking pity on his pathetic statement handed to 
him 14 more corns for handling ^and retom The beggdi who had 
already placed his Srst guinea imder the gunny bag on which he was 
sitting, rejoiced over the lot of 14 and qmfetly put them one by one 
under the bag and contmued his usual slogan “Baba . . ” as if 

nothing had happened The Marwari was aghast at the affair and 
demanded the return of the 14 coins now gently, now sternly. But 
the blind beggar would not only not pay heed to the demand but in 
due time began to attack his benefactor- saying “Why do you worry 
a blind beggar and prevent people giving me a coin? What are you 
talking? Please go away” These demands and denials, protests and 
retorts growls and counter growls, brought round the two, an ever- 
growing crowd of spectators whose sympathies lay with the poor 
blind beggar and whose ire began to be turned against the fat, blood- 
suckmg Marwari, as they thought The position was becommg gra- 
dually — ^nay, rapidly threatening, and apprehending the danger in 
the situation, a lawyer seated in a Tea Restaurant opposite, hastened 
to the place and took the Marwari aside with him into safety at a 
Restaurant saying that if he contmued there, he might be mauled, 
assaulted, hanged, drawn and quartered Such indeed is the fury of 
crowds — “inflammablest, immeasurablest material” as Carlyle would 
say Poor Marwari for the sm of giving to a blind beggar Rs 16/- 
he lost 14 X 16 = 224 in addition After a time, it was evening and 
the Captain Beggar’s loyal constituents came in as usual and tended 
then earmngs before him, — some two, some a rupee and a half, some 
twelve annas ‘Oh! you mcompetent wi etches, you have only got 
this much But see what I have earned here in a minute and with 
perfect honesty which is the badge of the tribe, he pioduced the 15 
mohurs and each of the hundred constituents was eager to handle 
them When the_ pile was going round — and no one knew the cap- 
tam’s secret, the Marwari under the advice of the lawyer came for- 
ward himself also to handle the pile All being equally blind, no 
one would know that a stranger was receivmg the pile from their 
hands and with raie courage and presence of mind — boin out of des- 
pair, the Marwari joined the crowd, wanted to feel the pile himself, 
received the' 15 mohurs and made away with them Whac the lawyer 
received by way of fees according to the Legal Practitioners’ Act, is 
not 1 nown, but it would not be less than the blind man s single mohur 
of which the latter was thus duly deprived Apparently, the Marwari 
thought the blind men don’t deserve it and he quietly appropriated 
to lionself^ what he gave and perhaps sought solace m having given 
to the lawyer «. 

That IS why the proverb says — 

“A sqi^t-eyed man can answer a hundred A one-eyed man can 

answer a thousand A dwarf is much worse than these But if 
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It Is a cat-cyed perton be ever eo watchXuL If however you bavt 
to do with a blind man, may Scelaram save yoar hononrr 
^Toke Bock a Gift 

c5f all sins In the world to take back a gift once made Is consl 
dered a most heinous one On his way to iJintai, Sbri Rama gave hi- 
ring to Jambavar and after recovering Sita, he returned and asked 
for the ring Jombavan Is one of the Chlronjecvls in the Indian 
tnyJlUon — Jamba\an was surprised and •j>»d that he was old— very 
old a., the mountains with wings as the oceans which had sweet 
waters, as Shiva without a dark ring about his neclc, os Vishnu with 
a white body and so on The Sanskrit verse on the subject says 
“Oh! Raghupatl, I know when Indra bad only two eyes 
—not a thousand as later when the ocean was not bridged as 
after you had cooftmeted the 6etu, (Bridge) when Brahma had live 
faces not four as latterly the oceans had sweet waters not salt an 
now when Shiva bad a yehow neck not a black one as after swallow- 
Ing Halahala when Vishnu s body was while In colour not blue as 
DOW when Manmatha, the God of Love bad a body— was not bodiless 
os after It bad been burnt when mountains had wlnga and likewise 
horses but I have never known a king who made a gift and asbi^d for 
It agalo-^ 

Patience Wins 

The old generation of Zomlndars Is fast running out. It is a 
pity as the foUiAvlng story shows. A tcmlcdar la an Eastern Province 
In India gave occasion for certain — Indeed many grievances In his 
administration. Some of these cov e r clvfl and criminal powcic 
wrongly assumed although they are only Zemindars oVmlng penna 
neatly settled estates A high placed congressman sponsored tho 
enure of some of the representations oT tho tenants and saw the 
Dewou beforehand He was odvfscd that he eoufd see the Zcmfndor 
profitably If he had the patience to listen to ^alm for 3 days. Nothing 
better When the Zemindar was approached with the request for an 
Interview the some answer come up and the proposal wo^t agreed to 
He was a great hunter and the moment tbc spokesman saw him ho 
was taken round tho menagerie of bis own making for be was a 
good huntsman and he was told by the Zemindar bow he could make 
the animals— from a chua (rat) t® o bagh (tiger) dance to his orders. 
And at the end of the 3rd day after showing various feats by his 
animals the Zemindar asked whether it could bo true that he who 
knew so much and had such talqits ctAiid not have khowii pbout 
these grlo^inces that ho was representing “OhI yes," was tho 
prompt reply “Apparently the Dewan has not brought them to your 
notl'^l Else you would not let them continue “Just oo” sold the 
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Zejfliuidar, who passed immediate orders slvmg relief in respect of 
one and all ^ ‘ 

( t 

Our sole companions m our unknown fortress have been the fol- 
lowing birds — ' 

Sparrows and mmahs, swallows and robins, eagles and wagtails, 
parrots and cuckoos, doves and pigeons, crows and cranes, the seven 
sisters and the hammer (or coppersmith^ bird 

C 

Platypus — the Egg-la3'ing Mammal 

t 

Mammals suckle their babes but do not lay eggs But if there is 
a mammal which stickles and yet lays eggs, it must be considered 
a transitional animal and such is the platypus of Australia It has 
blackish brown han, a ducklike bill, legs whose movements are those 
of a tortoise and growls like a puppy Its front feet are webbed and 
sharp spurs on the hind legs of the male secrete a poison At the base 
of its bill lies a loose fold, which protects its eyes when it burrows 
for food in the mud of rivers and fresh-water lakes The female 
lays two eggs m her buirow which she seals with a thick plug of 
earth durmg tne third week of incubation Though she has no 
teeth, she suckles her progeny The platypus as a transitional form 
of hfe is protected by Law and none can be exported ahve or dead 
Platypus which has to concentrate, closes irs eyes while listening and 
Its tars while looking 


The Mermaid 

The Dugong is a cross between a whale and ail elephant and 
lives in shallow waters off the continent’s north coast, and it has 
given rise to the sailor’s legends about sirens of the sea — ^half-fish 
half-human Between the foreflippers of the femaie is a breast 
somewhat hke that of a woman and the mother lifts herself half out 
of the water v/ith her ^aby held protectingly at the breast by one 
foreflippei The Dugong has an ivory tusk 

The Bower Birds 

The Bower Bird is a wonderful creation The male builds a bower 
or theatre m which it gives elaborate song and dance perform- 
ances as well as' the courtship ‘ceremony It clears the ground 
and' constructs a dome-shaped gallery a foot long with a floor and 
an opening^ at each end festoons the outside of the bower with 
gaily coloured objects, flowers scraps of cast-off snakes (;kin, bits of 
coloured fungi and berries On the ground he exhibits shells, bones, 
feathers and other bright trophies including empty cartridge shells 
since the iv^dr Some dislike red but aU of them include somethmg blue 
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Their CoDrlihlp 

The lerpalc takes her place* In the btrrtr and her sailor 
struts around before hcr^ trlth fealhen rtfllrd and head and tall 
outatAlchtd ctmtiitlnj: to keep his beanUlol crr-l coniUnlly in 
\1e»r of Ills hd? tore by morlnc aldeirsys. Scon he p^ka up a choke 
berry which he depalls before hU sweetheart and then resumes 
his dance The lady necepu hU homage coolly but aitenUrcly 
watches her cctor lorer ihrouch the r*t * U'® inicnlicea In the 

walli. U1 Imatcly ihe ends the show bv Pylns off The cul or con 
fldcnl of her return does not follow but ctays to tidy up ard rearranee 
the bower for the next performance 

AnttralUn Coriosilles 

\nslralla* rarih worm U 10 feel Ions ohd Is brittle Ao Iratlas 
lurfc-y buUds n*» on Incubator for its from which the chicks 
emerte In time and forthwith fly away to forare for Ihemselres 
nllhoot ercr havmc teen their mother— not to speak cf papa Aus 
tralU U the home cf a black swan a Ikard that barks— a termite 
r\hl h builds a nrt 18 feet blch 

One horld One Weather 

We tre now accustomed to think of one world let vs aUo think 
cf <ne weather lluman life ts the com«;oenee of the ISJX'OOOO tons 
ol rain and mow fall on the earth t surface ertry second And as for 
the olr its behaviour mus be taken as a whole aj a S C33JXX)JX>0J)00 
000 tons atmospheric whole warmed by the sun It expands and floats 
upward V*hen cooled It conlracU and sinks downward- As ak 
rises Its molrturc condenses Into clouds. As air cools In the at 
mosphere the olr sinks to earth Air moving aloft at tropics la 
drawn I orth and South into voids created by downdraft over poles. 
From poles the cool heavy air floods back again along rroond Into 
veld Treated bj updraft in tropics. 

“horlh and south clrculallon resolves InVs easterly and westerly 
winds. Under the Influence of earths rotation and physical geo 
graphy the atmosphere and the solar heat drculallon cycle breaks 
down Into separate tUr masses and zones of clrculallon which assume 
Jie character of ihelr region and tend to dlfTerence In quality These 
air masses meet in ceaseless conflict- Long rippling waves travel from 
Wer to East for thousands of mU^s on the polar point These waves 
are the storms which bring the bad weather 

»Lf/e— August 23rd 1M3 

* Lore Strike 

For the sixth time the sparrows have begun their sport In my 
room As usual ihc mole bird has come earlier and *lhli time has 
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called to her spouse for 12 days^ It was only on the 12th day that the 
female sparrow has come The ^wo have had their 'prafiaya JcalaUa 
(love quarrel) the male catching the female’s beak by ^his own and 
executing a dozen rounds Then they sejiarated and I was hoping 
that they would settle down to honest domestic life But the female 
disappears and has not turned up 

It as 10 days since I wrote the first paragraph but the male spar- 
ipw has been left to its own sobs and sighs, moans and storms and 
strife I see an other rooms also the same misery is being wltnelsed 
Apparently, there is a love strike by the female sparrows on the lines 
of the one adopted by “The Impregnable Women”, by Eric Einklater. 
More days have passed, yet the female sparrow has not turned up 
But I notace two male sparrows in the two halves of my room chlrp- 
ang to the fugitive female Apparently, there is a competition be- 
tween the two former for the female sparrow Equally apparently the 
genteel lady sparrow says “Unless both of you agree on a common pro- 
gramme, I will not part with my virginity ” 

Clouds (1^—1— ’44) 

A cloud is made of water droplets or ice crystals, so small that 
an 1800 c ft block of dense fog contains only 1/7 of a glass of water. 

Cuckoo Once Again 

The cuckoo has come once again It has just cooed its sweet 
melodaes 3 or 4 times m the afternoon and lapsed back into ats mysti- 
fymg solence I said the cuckoo has come — ^yet it contmues to remain 
here so early as late December and January and with the cuckoo has 
come the coppersmath bird— that which hoots 180 times per minute 
and traes the patience — especaally of Englishmen, some of whom would 
rather shoot at down than tolerate its most orritating hoot from Sun- 
rise to Sunset Why does the bird not recognize the susceptibilities 
of these foreagners? 

C 

Travels of the Sun 

The sun does not travel in the heho centrac theory m relation 
to the earth any more than the trees by the sade of a Railway track, 
in relation to the fast moving passengers in the Railway train But 
that os how we talk m spite of our graduation in science Sankranti 
has passed and the sun has begim to move from the South to the 
centre so that In the commg 6 months, his rise will swerve towards 
the Nortl\ Sitting at thf same spot and spinning away, we watch 
how the much coveted sun in ^he winter who was a^yay from the 
charkha and the spinner nicely begins to shane against us only to 
move aside shortly For decades the sun rises and sets before our 
very eyes and we do not notice the devaataon r 
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The Pttsle of Gbuuter 

There ere Tarletles of character i^hlch nowhere conform to a tyx>e 
nor la each’varlety of a single nnUorm or homogeneous type- Take 
for example the Tnan who has given up a Incrattve Job In favour of 
service of the country He may be a miser or a spendthrift within 
the range of his possibilities. That does not matter I>esi>lte having 
given up money he stm Judges eminence of men by the amount of 
money they pocsess or stm make Oh! he Is a millionaire and has 
47«lakhs in the current account akme in one bank. Or he charges 
Rs. a day for legal works! Do these not show an unregenerate 
nature at bo t t om ? Or take another example There Is a x>oi^on 
notoriously given to losing temper and another well known for his 
patience and long suffering. T^ former despite his Irritability and 
excitability to the point of indecent outbursts against friends, sub- 
ordinates and servants. Is cool and pleasant in argument, strictly 
abides by the canons of debate, takes up arg um ent where the oppo< 
nent leaves, meets It with reason, fact, law authority and so on but 
the other friend— usually calm and traniiull becomes obstinate and 
asserthre tn debate, does not allow the opponent to speak, overbeair 
htny, calls him names and bluffs, badgma tmd blusters. What a con- 
trast! 

FonuUon 

In Tndtft poUuthm Is observed as Is well known, with scrupulous 
attention both for birth and death In some parts of the c ount ry 
birth poIluUoa Is not observed as In Bengal, but In South India those 
who are intimately connected with the parturient woman, observe 
poQutlon — the near ones for 10 daj^ and the less near ones for 3 days. 
They bathe off the pollution on the 11th or 4th day as the case may 
be. One friend on hearing this asked whether during the period, 
they don^ bathe That Is not the point. They do bathe dally once 
or twice according to habit or season but the period observed Is there 
etiuaHy for deaths and births, and bathing thereafter Is a technical 
term which means full purification of body and belongings. The 
period varies however with castes. The aforesaid period applies to- 
Brahmlns. The other castes observe It for 16 days. In Bengal, the 
Mochls and the Namsudras rather a strange coincidence — observe 
poUutkm for d^ths— for 13 days— also the Kayasthas, The Voids 
obeerve It for 1 month or 13 days according to the degree of propin- 
quity In regard to births whUe ns pollution Is observed, no marriages 
are permissible for a month after a birth in the families of kinsmen. 
In Bengal the Bastra that guides the people on achar and xsichar is 
ManxitmrUi according to Ragbunandan's commentary ' 

Seme Anglo-Indlaii Worthhs 

81r John Malcolm — a great celebrity In the early years ^ the 19th 
century in the history of the East Tnriia company ‘arrlvM In India 
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and was Ins own master before he was 14, an age at which the majority 
of boys of his station are drinking weak milk and water* and bemg 
whipped into Latin hexameter,” KaVe John Malcolm had Speared for 
his Ensign’s commission when he was 12 years of age “Welljittle 
man and what would you do if you met Haider Ah?” he was asked and 
he said, “I’d cut oS his head” — (Edward Thompson) In India 
J^falcolm joked and accepted jokes on equal terms with every one— of 
whatever race or rehgion Charles Metcalfe, afterwards Lord Metcahe, 
arrived m India — desperately m love, his passion unretumed He lived 
and led ofiBcially an unmarried life but Edward Thompson however 
says, “He had 3 sons” but the whole story is obscure In the opemng 
year of his career, 1804, he was not yet sixteen. Colonel Lake was the 
General that fought the 2nd Anglo-Maharashtra war To him war 
was like fox-huntmg to which he went meticulously dressed and 
powdered To his soldiers, he had but one advice to give 

“Damn your writmg 

“Mmd your fighting” 

— the only poem he was ever known to quote* There was not a book 
m the army The Commander-in-Chief did not patronize hterature 
Scmdia had French ofiQcers but the latter were short of French Lieute- 
nants and Subalterns, so they imported a lot of Swiss, Portuguese and 
German young men to join them What a fate m 1803' Oh Scindia — 
Oh' India' what a fate' 

Bribery 

When Elplunstone was Resident at the court of Nagpur, a task 
he had in 1804-7 reluctantly undertaken, the Resident’s duty was 
mainly to act as a spy bribing the Bhonsle’s Ministers, “as the Spanish 
Ambassadors at the Court of our own James I bribed the Cecils and 
Howards” —Edward Thompson 

Smugglmg Narcotics 

The foUowmg account taken from Life, July 19, 1943, p 91, is 
of profound interest 

“Concealment of drugs in false heels, a standard fiction device is 
considered oldhat by most smugglers More favoured places axe cofidns, 
Bibles and even tombstones A few years ago, the Egyptian Govern- 
ment reported that the Mt Sinai Police had found 40 pounds of hashish 
(man huana) and 140 pounds of opium m the water compartments 
mside camels Local smugglers had conceived a metal capsule small 
enough for, a camel to swallpw but too big to pass through its digestive 
apparatus and they intended thus' to transport a quantity ^of narcotics 
io Cairo Thousands of camels passed through Mt Sinai to Cairo 
every week They watched each passing herd looking for the slightest 
hint and at last there came a herd that looked scraggy and underfed 
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These pnimnta the owner* said, were being driven for »laughtcr ThC' 
police Impounded them and debated* nervously for n week. At last 
the chief o? Police ordered a sample camel killed. Out of Its water 
compartments were takem a num^r of drug filled capsules. Nearly 
every other animal In the herd on being cut open was found to be n 
narcotic carrier 

Sparrow and Dntterfly 

This evening I saw a female sparrow hunting a butterfly The 
Lalter was too quick and crafty and too evadvc for the poor bird which 
was foiled In Its ShOcar 

Buddha and the Deioaved Mother 

How few ore the mother* that oro not grieved over the death of 
their children! One such mother went to Buddha with her dead child 
in her arms and asked him to help her "I have gone oD over the place 
and found none could help me" said sho In dolefol and pathetic tones. 
“Ohl la that to?" said Buddha. Now then you do what I suggest, Oct 
mo some water from a home In which no child died!" The poor mother 
bethought to herself that at lost sho chanced upon some "Sanjecvanl" 
that would revive her dead child s departed life and blessing the name 
of Buddha, went about the place in qoest of the prescribed object 
under the preg er tbed conditions. She went North East, South and 
West and found not a single home which was not blighted bv the 
sorrow of a dead babe. It did not take her long to realize that Buddha 
did not prescribe a remedy for the dead child but a remedy for her 
dire grlefl She hastened bock to Buddha and prostrated herself at 
bis feet, laying aside her dead child and saying lord I now realize 
what thou meanest. There is not a mother and not a home that Is 
not bereaved and darkened with grief like myself and my home. I 
realize that death Is but a phase of life — an inevitable phase " With 
these words she took away her dead child and burled It and her 
understanding was opened 

This evening Major bos pointed out In room the young one of 
a sparrow In one comer on the floor directly below Its nest— really a 
niche scooped out at the top comer between the wall and the terrace 
I noticed It and said that It was learning to fly but having come down 
could not fly bach to the nest. The parents vrould come next morning 
and help It on their wings go thither When I went near It flew a 
few yor^ to another i»rt of the room like a practised flier but not to 
any great height. So It began to hop for a while But we feared the 
cat might do misc hi ef overnight and ono 3! us— braver than the rest 
-Krlpalaniy carefully caught hold 6f the UtUe thing and confined it 
In the meat safe Some rice was placed Inside for the night raUon, 
The meat safe however was in the next room connected wl)h mine by 
a dojrway acres*. It was day break and our first concern ivas to release 
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the little fellow The moment the doors were opened it began to chirp 
and the sound brought two parent birds thither But neither would 
the young one come out nor the old-ones entei, though both siaes were 
wilhng to talk to each other After a while the latter left an^ the 
young one was brought back to my room and m another five minutes, 
the real paients, the demzens of my room — turned up — talked— -ex- 
changed greetmgs and congratulations But before the real parents 
turned up a fine little mcident had happened The young one began to 
hop and fiy on to the cot, the wmdow and in the meantime wljcn 
Pandit Govind Vallabh Pantji came to see the ]oke, the little fellow 
fiew on to his shoulder That was a wonderful sight which one could 
not command for all one is worth — be it even the premiership of the 
biggest province m India! After a while the parents having come, 
all left into the open and the minor became a major 

Broadcasting IVlade Easy 

Changes, both technical and administrative, in the post-war 
system of broadcasting, are under active discussion “The Post Office 
is said to be hankermg after control over the whole of the technical 
side If it had its way, the effect would be to restnct the function of 
the BH C to that of a supplier of programmes The Post Office cites 
m its support an Act of 1870 which gives it a monopoly of ‘Communi- 
cations ’ Under the system private houses would be wired as for tele- 
phones, programmes would be relayed over the wires and the loud 
speaker would replace the radio sets The electricity companies are 
also credited with the desire to capture the technical side of broad- 
castmg — and research is actively proceedmg with a view to the possi- 
bility of relaying programmes over the electric supplying system. You 
would plug m as for the electric light and the voice would be heard 
thiough a loud speaker, the radio set being again eliminated.” 

— C E M Joad 


Scientific 

Lord Cherwell (formGrly Professor Lindemann) m a speech m the 
Lords said 

“Professional Scientists who make rather a fetish of mearung the 
same thing when they make the same noise, are taken aback at times 
by the way the word scientific is used So far as I c^n see, its mean- 
ing ,ha5 been extended to comprise uny or all of the adjectives 
“exact”, “logical”, “sensible” or even merely “reasonable ” “I hope 
that not to have heard of the Law of Conservation of energy will soon 
be as shameful as not to have heard of the Norman conquest ” 

Once again the whirlgig of time has brought its rounQ of festivi- 
ties On the 14th of November, we have duly observed the 54th birth- 
day of Jaw'iha^rlal The celebrations were none on the scale of last 
year They were forbidden by the famme outside Our own gafden 
206 


( 



FEATHERS & STONES 


1 


anppUed the flowers— the garland and the ’eleven boqnets presented 
to him by each of his eleven friends^ A cake was made which bore 
the flgnre S^ln bold relief. > 

, Sick at Heart 

Many a doctor plods on with his remedies plasters, and lomenta 
tlons, extracts and tinctures, pills and powders injections and Infu- 
sions, when the remedy Is elsewhere such as In hysteria and love-lom 
distempers and neuraesthenias In the older days It used to be said 
Tifiwa se Duva behatar hal"— Prayer Is better than medicament. But 
there are two couplets— one Persian and the other Slndhl which are 
far more interesting 
The Persian means 

"Get away from the head of my pillow 

O foolish doctor 

To one suffering from Love 

There Is no medicine except the sight (of the beloved) ** 

The Blndhl analogue runs thus — 

"Why do you eat away my skin (trouble myself) 

Out suffering Is Inside the body 
You administer medicine." 

I was sitting last night In a canvas easy chair In which the gra 
dlent rest sits rather too easily on the steps. Seeing that the chair 
chosen was up and down, I repaired to the next one— which was 
equally bad and a Bengali proverb was at once cited which says 
Abhag dekhana jaye 
Sagar sukl ye Jaye” 


Winds 

Between the two extremes of the faintest draught and the fiercest 
gale, there are enough varieties of wind to make observation of their 
.sssmlsy Asvd gcaSng ihr 4hnhSy' .nf w 2a Ahr yuory of ihr 

century Admiral Beaufort devised a scale for the measurement 
and nomenclature of winds which ran as follows 


Scale No Wind 

0 Calm 

p. Light air 

a Light Breeze 

3 Gentid Breeze 

4 Moderate Breeze 

6 Fresh Breeze 

6 Strong Breeze* 

7 Moderate gale 

6 Fresh gale 

9 Strong gale 


Miles per hour 
0 
8 
13 
18 
23 
28 

40 

48 
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' Whole gale 

65 

11 

Stonm 

75 

f 

12 

Hurricane 

O 90 


Winds are also labelled according to tlieir direction rather' than 
then velocity The eastwind is commonly the subject of general dis- 
like, but a katabatic wind is considered the villain amongst winds It 
does not blow horizontally but downward from ice-topped mountains 
“This wind” declared Sir Napier, “is the bitterest enemy of mankiiid” 
It causes discontmuity and it nibbles the energy that causes the con- 
vection and produces the rain that accounts for the wind in the cyclo- 
nic hours of the Northern Hemisphere 

' Prolonged Love Strike 

Lady sparrow bided her own time but no amount of waiting would 
tne the rival suitors that were chirping themselves to death on the 
wmdows’ sills, on the joists of the terrace, on the vanes of the electnc 
punkha and on the wires of the electric lights At last, having held 
them m suspense foi a fortnight, having tantalized them for a week, 
the lady put m her appearance and selected her former lord and their 
familiar nest All the same, the rival continued to chirp and coo and 
cry untU at last he came to grips with his opponent and fought a 
battle royal in which he was worsted Not content with this reverse, 
they all staged a dance before her ladyship and all the three began to 
hop and 3 ump and trot and skip, the lady scrupulously keepmg her- 
self m between the two and watching the amorous fights of the rivals 
After a full quarter of an hour’s preliminary prancmg, the two males 
came into grips beak and claw and pinion and the old master suc- 
ceeded in driving out the impostor This was followed by the pair re- 
pairmg to the nest for the honeymoon All the while the poor rival 
worsted in her jealousy retired to her new made nest in the other half 
of the room and began to whine and whimper, moan and sob and sigh 
Thus was set up a veritable storm and strife and after 48 hours he 
succeeded m securmg a ihale who came in all her coquetry and having 
fixed up with her new lord, was promenadmg the corridor of the old 
pair But, no quarter was shown and she was shown her place forth- 
with Thus it was thought that the two pairs settled down to honest 
wedlock each in a separate compartment of the room, Separate quarters 
and separate honeymoon But the lot of the new pair was cast on 
hard times It was not, however, from a fellow male rival that trouble 
ensued No sooner had the new pair settled down to what appeared 
to be their t,first marital essays, a bevy of ladies turned up to assault 
them Why they did so I could hot understand Might oit be that 
they are the new brides-in-laws (mother and sister) that came to see 
her well settled in her new status or that they were rivals to the 
throne? Anyway after a short conclave they departed But the- old. 
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pair did not giro peace to the new Tpe fault partly lay on the new 
bride which Inatead of looking after Ijer own home and her own biwusc 
began to ^ry Into the old abode and watched the blandishments of 
the old pair — ^who are veterans and would not brook the Inciulsltlve 
nesi and Immodesty of thin new Imp and Impostor But they settled 
that quarrel by a beak and claw conflict of altogether a momentary 
character 

All these events happen in the morning hours between six and 
0 * Thcrealter all the parties disappear— only to moke themselves 
faintly heard in the afternoon but markedly noticed watched, admired 
and interpreted again next morning 

(31—1—44) 

One should have thought from yesterdays happenings that our 
avlne couples h ad settled down to a quiet domestic life No For one 
thing the two couples In the two halves of my room occupy 
nii^hiwt or ne st* so to put it, on opposite angles of Junction of an arched 
partition wall with f:*>iiing of the terrace. In other words, there is 
only a ♦hin brick partition between the two bed rooms of these mar 
Tied couples and that is not always a heppy arrangement especially 
when one of the couples Is newly mairied They overhear each other's 
conversations and therefore become bad neighbours'' though they are 
"not good lawyers" For the rest there are common objects coveted and 
common Interests pursued In between the two halves of the room. An 
arch already been referred to under the arch there is an almyrah 

on the almyrah, there is a big cardboard box bearing tho title 
"Ovaltlne biscuits" which (the box) I have preserved when it was 
thrown away by others against Its usefulness in packing things— on 
our return bomC'-^me day before 19901 In this cardboard box arc 
various assorted packing materials — notably coarse twine thin rope 
the fibres of which are badly wanted by tho sparrows for forming a 
smooth bed for their young ones which will be seeing the light of day 
In a month. During the days of courtship the igmrTows don't care for 
any such bedding material. And when they do It may well be token 
for proof that they are expecting their "babes It is instinct that 
drives them on and inteUlgmce that interprets them to us. Now this 
twine Is the bone of contention between the two couples. One of them is 
palpably injudicious— as she does not know the art of picking her 
requirements stealthily She prorokso ft quarrel by Its Truto and Non 
violence In which of course, she Is worsted. The mole goes to her help 
The two couples have a short, sharp fight and then separate The 
new bride is also Inquisitive She prlea Into ibe secrets of the old pair 
which is rtaeAted ^ the new bridegroom and a timely warning is 
administered. 

During the period of courtship the sparrows play at hide Jnd seek. 
Both the male fmd the female fly into the room lilu the two engines 
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of a double aeroplane, — abrea^ of each other and as the female is 
flymg towards the nest, the mal^ escapes by a side door,' leavmg the 
female to chirp and seek After a time, they discover ‘'each other- 
only to repeat the game and elude each other 

There appears to be some serious event m the pohtics of these 
birds for I have seen five birds — ^two couples and a supernumerary 
engaged in a fierce domestic quarrel in my neid room That mterested 
even the inmates thereof — two bachelors who spm and spin and never 
weave, who are given to much contemplation and metaphysics '‘and 
httle of physics or domestics 

1st February, 1944 

A month has passed but the old quarrel of the sparrows contmued. 
Now that the couples have been assorted and fixed up, one should 
have expected that there would be no more jars and jealousies No, 
that IS not to be This mormng as usual during their amorous inter- 
vals as well as m the midsi of hymenal enjoyment, suddenly, as if ac- 
cordmg to plan, the old pair m my room has fallen out with the new. 
That is to say, only male fight while their ladies watch and perhaps 
pray as their lords are getting up a quarrel over unknown issues But 
strangely enough, a pair from the next room has found its way hither 
and m effect I saw three males having a hell of a time Which gave 
the hell to which is more than I can t611 for all male sparrows look 
alike even as all the female ones do Enghsh Tommies look alike and 
only the concerned parties can distinguish 

2nd February, 1944 

The fights of jealousy continue Today exactly as the clock struck 
Sam (old time) the two pairs fiew m battle array on to my electric 
light wire, the two male warriors then engaged themselves m an aenal 
fight while the two queens sat quietly on the "wire at a respectable 
distance from each other — ^watchmg the deeds of strength and skill, 
the fights of heroism and valour of their lords 

4th February, 1944 

At last all wars have ceased The era of duels is gone. No more- 
WaiTen Hastings vs Sir Ehjah Impey No more of love affairs and 
challenges These avine duels ■with only beak and claw recall an 
inciaent in Lucknow when the Crown Prince of Germany •visited India 
He came late to the banquet and apologized saying, “I have had an 
affair with Miss . naming the girl openly This hurt the sense 

of honour of an Englishman who forth'with drew his pistol and asked 
the offender to name his'^second But the matter was adjusted 

Matron vs Maid (5— 2— ’44) 

My ?ntipipation of a peaceful life and hymenal happiness for 
the two couples of sparrows has not come true This morning .affairs 
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have taken a new tiim. The lady of the old couple Invaded the sacred 
domain of tbe new and occupied a Baa\ by the side of the lady of the 
now couple Ifl the latter's half of my*room on the dangling wire of tbe 
electric light In a moment? the latter flew over tbe head of the spouse 
sat above him , having said something to him by joining the beaks 
Ihe moment the change of seats took place the male bird attacked 
tbe female intruder from the nett compartment This gave umbrage 
to tbe letters Lord wjo at once come to attack tbe male offender and 
both had a good aerial fight Why this has happened passes under 
standing Very likely the female bird of the old couple went over to 
tbe female bird of the new couple to admonish her of her puerile 
visits to her nest and stop these youthful frivoltles on her part With 
an air of Injured Innocence the newly wedded wife complained to her 
lord and Incited him to drive out this matron and put a stop to her 
presumptuousnefs. The latter's lord would naturally resent the un 
chivalrous conduct of the junior householder against his matronly 
spouse Hence the quorreL 

The Pegflng Act <6.-2--i4) 

At last I have been able to divine the cause of tbe quarrels Tbe 
junior couple has been well established af^er fighting their wny against 
the senior This morning hostilities have been l en ewed more fiercely 
than before between tbe Junior couple and a stranger male It may 
be remembered that originally when aerial fights began It was between 
tbe senior couple and a new comer (male) Tbe latter fought 
Its way made a nest by scooping out a niche In the celling 
and has brought a bride and settled down. What happened to 
the mole (of the junior couple) Is now happening to stUl another new 
comer who In the intervals between Its aerial fight with the junior 
couple Is scooping out a niche In the ceiling of that haJf of the room 
in which Is situated Uie niche of tbe junior couple. Apparently the 
‘rasam rival amongst sparrows Is that before a bride chooses her 
bridegroom, tbe la ter must have a local habitation. It was thus that 
tbe Junior couple was formed after tbe male had fought the senior 
and scooped out its nest. AQ the rooms are filled up So the new 
comer has decided to quarter himself on tbe province of the junior 
couple but at a safe and respectable distance. But, the junior 
couplo which has .already became a second senior being conscious of 
their hard fought and well-ettabllshed rights, would not allow the 
new comer But the latter Is In t2b mood to observe the laws. The 
Pegging Act Is being challenged. Nothing daunted, the new comer has 
fought and made his nlcie and I am hoping ^at be'wUl brlnj^ his bride 
In 3 or 4 da^ It Is not then In South AfHi^ alone that reservation 
of dwelling sites for the aristocracy exists In tht« unknown fortress 
under the verv nose of the Military and over the head of the CJon- 
gre^t, a like Act prevails but Is successfully challenged. ^ 
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Later on, liowevei, I founej the new comer was hounded out by 
the eailiei deniaens and was nq^ more seen In due tllne, rhe two 
couples have settled down m their homes and though tlie two males 
occasionally ijuairel, the two female birds ai’e content to pick up fibres 
and soft material foi bed clothes to the young ones yet unborn, sitting 
by each other and without any quarrel When the new pali was pidk- 
mg the electric oilk wire, I placed an old gunny before them in the 
almyrah and they have left the silk and are content with the jute 

, f 

The Minahs at War (25— 2— ’44) 

Even as the ‘golmol’ is gomg on m my room, I heard a bigger and 
louder cackle outside in the verandah and felt obliged to quit my 
spinning and adiourned out of doors What do I see? Four beautiful 
mmahs engaged m a deadly fight jumpmg off the ground — clawing 
and biting — ^kicking and thumbing one another The minahs’ fights 
are more furious though fewer and far between than those of the 
sparrows 

The minah is a lovely bird to look at, the colours of her beak and 
claw bemg orange yellow (or turmeric) and the rest varyuig between 
black and white you seldom see a pair divided In feeding and 
lesting, they sit together unlike the sparrows which appioximate to 
each other only under unavoidable necessity These generally sit m 
different places, one on the wall and the other on the dooi one on the 
electric light and the other on the punkha, one on the ceilmg and the 
other on the lentilator and oftener than not — one inside the room and 
the other outside Not so the minahs Whether it be on the purlms 
or on the wall, in the lawn or on the verandah they are together with- 
in a foot of each other Only m the evenings do they mamtam short 
distances from each other — one on the Badmmton pole and the other 
on the terrace parapet The minah’s call to the male is shrill and 
irritating but when they are together, their cackle is sweec and melo- 
dious Again the sparrows seldom chirp together, while the minahs 
talk into each other’s beaks and eais 

The Sparrow Couple on the Flag Staff 

I have stated that the sparrows seldom are perched side by side 
like the minahs The moment the male or the female flies to the 
mate, the latter flies away But ior some tune, I have been noticing 
a couple regularly perched on the round disc — one on either of its 
diameter p on the flagstaff^in our compound m the evenings as I am 
umpirmg for the badmmton players The two birds nresent a pic- 
ture 01 two lovers enjo 3 ang the glory of the sunset wJiich sheds its 
tawny radiance upon their wmgs and adds a glow to the liveliness 
and the loveliness of the couple 
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HZjSVi DoUui a Yeai- 

Tlie great tradiUcmal American Iream of migrating west and 
gtrlking off rich, has come true foe the BrankmlBer family eight 
months ago They started, the trek from Iowa to Henry Kaiser's Port- 
land (ore) shipyards. Today the BrenkmUlera have staked out a rich 
ciftirp and are thriving In It Thirteen of the family's adults are all 
working for Kaiser Their aggregate family pay roll is staggering 
990 dollars a week almost 63,000 dollars a year 

, —Life August 16 43 

"Bhslnske pas Bhafavat Padbana** 

When Vallabhhhal was prosecuted for the second time In the Salt 
Satyagraha Oampedgn In Bombay Pandit Madan Mohan Malavlya 
was co-accused. While the former declined to make a statement 
before the court the latter as was only to be expected, began a long 
discourse and disquisition and the Sirdar being tired, ac«rted the 
Pandit and said “Pandltjee Kya Bhalnske pas Bhagavat pndhgte halnl" 
The Magistrate heard It and asked *what Is It? you say* To which 
Sirdar replied, *1 was teEtng him that it was no use making a state- 
ment in the face of the fact that the Home Member himself sitting 
on the terrace of the Victoria Terminus ordered Lathi charge" and the 
Magistrate kept qoiett 

< 31 — 1 — 44 ) 

Once again the girdlah of ‘samln and asman Wasanta Pan- 
rhami has come I have had occasion to remark that the Vasanta 
rltu begins two months earlier than in the south owing to differences 
of seasons probably Our (6 India) Makham is yet to run out and 
has Just begun but here in Maharashtra U P and Bengal, the 
Vasanta Panchaml Is observed today In Bengal, Soraswatl Puja Is 
the gpeat event by which It Is celebrated and In Maharashtra, boys 
are put to school on the Vasanta Panchaml day and in the OhaJtra 
and Valsakha months as welL 

*31101 writes In the Soldier's Corner {Statesman) 

The cold weather ofilclally ends today — according to the Hindu 
calendar From now on we are in Vasanta — Spring when according 
to poets both Eastern and Western a young man s fancy lightly turns 
to thoughts of love — Second Front If you are at War 

There ere six seasons In the fllndu year working from Vasanta 
onwards ore Orlahma (hot) Varsha (rainy) Sharad (not so rainy 
but stOl hot) Hemanta (autumn) and Rhi«hir (cold) ^ 

The firsts spring festivals Is Vasanta Panchaml, or Sri Panchaml 
If you look around today you will And boys and girls and even older 
folk dressed in saffron coloured cotton clothes. Saffron la (be colour 
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of Vasanta and some even decorate theii homes with masses of yellow 
flowers The day is regarded a^ sacred to the goddess of learning and 
of fine arts, Saraswati, somethm^ hke the Minerva of ‘the classical 
era She is traditionally represented as tholdmg a ‘Vina’ a^ huge 
stringed instrument, m her hands, is dressed in white robes and 
bedecked m white flowers riding on a swan or sittmg on a white lotus 
She IS not only a symbol of leammg but also of purity Boys and girls 
worship her and place their reading and writing materials before her 

It is a beautiful, gay tmted festival It appeals to the motfem 
mmd, and might m years to come, occupy a special place in Hindu 
celebrations, as it did of yore I hear that m Rabmdranath Tagore’s 
University town of Santiniketan, Vasanta celebration is given great 
prominence 

In spite of the restrictions on the use of thread and yam and the 
lack of paper, Lahore has witnessed the usual kite flymg — of course, 
not the kite flying in pohtics The enthusiasts m kite flying — and they 
included young and old alike, and it could be said men and women also, 
not to speak of the children — had to pay two, three or even four times 
the pre-war prices Yet the market was not dull and the shops remam- 
ed open whole night 

Bo-Kata were the shouts which “disturbed” the late risers m 
the early mormng and these shouts resounded from one house-top to 
the other Little children who climbed up the walls and highest places 
in the house for catchmg the Dor move about like kids Bo-Kata 
IS a certainty and the victorious announce their victory over the van- 
quished by shouting and shouting again and again this slang peculiar 
to Lahore and challenging the party to fly another kite It was a 
bright Sunday and the whole Lahore seemed to have gone up to their 
house-tops 

Exchange of plates full of “Basanti Halwa” among friends and 
Basanti Sarees and “Pugrees” are the usual features 

“Pan” 

o 

If you ask ‘which is the one imiversal habit m India’ prevalent 
from the Himalayas to Cape Camorin, from Dwarka to Sylhet, com- 
mon to the Rajput and the Moghul, the Jat and the Kashmin, martial 
Punjab and Holy Prayag, the stalwart Punjabee and, the sturdy Maha- 
rashtra, the busmesshke Gujarati and Sindhi, and the artistic Ooriya, 
the robust Kannada and the arcadian Malayalee, the shrewd Tami- 
lian and the frank Andhra, common alike to the denizens of the 
valleys of the Indus and the Ganges and the Brahmaputra, the Sarayu 
and the ^halguni, the Tapti and the Narbada, the Godavari and the 
Krishna, the Damodar and the Mahanadi, the Penna atd the Palar, 
the Kaveri and the Vaigai basms — common every where in India, it 
is ‘Pan’ Qut'^some, hke Andhras, chew it only twice or thrice a day— 
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€^f>Tn time from 5 to 10 or 15 leaves. In the north they take it 16 
tjmwi a day — hat each time or one l^af In Maharashtra and Gala 
rat people c^rry a ‘Sachell contalylng the varioas Ingredients In- 
cladlng ‘chanam (lime) and scented tobacco Hie other Ingredients 
are cAr*ifltrifffn , cloves, dhnamon, areca nat, nutmeg and nutmeg 
flower* Many add flrtA dried tobacco cocoanat, dry or tre^ fried 
or unlried. In Qajaiat and Mahaiaditra, they add somp (anethl) 
and the fnnwr core of coriandar— the latter fried and salted and used 
as hnokhvas* 

* Shiner and Saint 

Long yeara ago there was a thief who committed house-breaking 
and theft In a house. When the thief was groping in the dark, the 
house owner lighted a lamp and hdped him to sort out and select 
things. When he was unable to bundle up the booty the house owner 
helped him and when be could not lift the load to his head* the house 
owner helped him again and when the man was unable to carry once 
again the load was shared until half way home, the thief baited and 
U occurred to him to ask why he was b^g helped thus. He thought 
the bouse owner to be another thief and accosting him said, "If you 
are under the tmpresslaa that you can share a moiety out of this you 
are mistaken. I do not propose to agree to any such nonsense ** Then 
said the other "no my triend, I am the house owner and I ha^e helped 
you to carry these things seeing your bad and helpless pUght.” There- 
upon the thief began to think over the matter dlsccrmed his folly and 
turned a saint 

The Brinjal 

Poring Akbar's time there was a Sirdar who had a servant that 
was merely echoing his master's voice. One day the latter ejues- 
tloned him why he was s u p porti ng contradictory positions. Then the 
senrant stated "I am the servant of my master—not of brinJaL" 
''What Is that?” asked the master The servant narrated the foUowtng 
story 

There was a king who praised the Brtnjal or “Balngan" very much 
—Its taste. Its flavour Its medical properties and slmD we add, Its 
vitamin virtues. The minister also praised them e<jually and even 
more After a ttape the King condemned the Raing an as unhealthy 
and harmful The Vazlr condemned It, equally nT>rt more Then the 
Kin g asked him. 'The other day’jtra praised it highly Today you 
condemn it, why ■o?*' The Vaslr re^ed T am the servant of my King 
not of the Baingan.” 

, t9-a-»44) * ’ 

Eighteen months have passed since we set foot In this fortress. 
Thaw eighteen months we have seen the same faces tJje syme birds, 
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the same routine of Chh6ta Hazri, Lunch, Tea and Dinner, perhaps 
the same set of preparations, t^e same grounds of complaint against 
the mefacienecy of the cooks, th^same process of letter^ Writing, the 
same smudging of letters received, the same attempt to decipher them, 
and the same time-table of the days routifie ' ^ 

Tune Table 

We rise in the moinmgs between 5-30 and 6-30 Three friends 
have their morning tea between 3am and 6am Two or three have 
their early morning walks Two have their late morning ChstJial 
Khadmi 

aC 7-15 goes the bell for ‘Chhota Hazri’ which to some is Dajia, 
plantam and milk, or Dahi, to others Bread and Tea or Coffee with 
or without jam or honey 

At 11 o’clock goes the bell for lunch and till then three spm, 
(some spm in the afternoons) one attends to the garden, all read and 
write f notes or letters) each having his time of bath ranging from 
G-30 to 10-30 

The routme of life has itself become a time-keeper Jawaharlal 
going for his bath is 7-5 am Maulana gomg for his lunch is 10-30, 
his return 10-38 — is an mdicator for Shankerrao to go to his bath 
Shankerrao’s return is an indicator to the Sardar to get ready his 
thmgs — glucose or ‘gud’ for his diet Lunch generally is chapati and 
rice, shak (vegetable) and bread, butter, dahi or milk, jam or cheese 
To the meat eaters, there is fish or fowl or meat or liver on stated 
days Seafish gives bad smell and tries the nostrils alike of fish- 
eaters and non-fish eaters Some varieties of it have thorns which 
cannot be removed before cooking and need to be Carefully nego- 
tiated m eating At 4 pan you have tea with little bread and fruit 
Eight o clock in the evening nngs the bell for dinner which is very 
much the same as lunch A few get their food mto the rooms either 
because their time varies or because they prefer not to be tempted by 
the variety on the table from out of the strict observance of their 
own diet In the evenings there is gardening. Badminton and 
Chahal Khadmi The number of players is reduced to four and any 
casualty suspends the routme unless the jailoi’s services are available 
—which is rarely so The Major has not taken part in the games 
except to relieve the umpire when visitors come After dmner, there 
is a coffee party in which four 01 *“ five participate Others are en- 
gaged in a chat Latterly, the Sanskrit Mahabharat parayan has 
taken the place of the chat with some of us At 9-30 the coffee party 
disperses and three out of* the four jom the ‘Lub-i-Luba^s’ club and 
chat Latterly the Leader has been added to our dailies There is a 
legfular order in which the newspapers are handled by each At a 

216 



FEATHERS & STONES 


) 


certain stage they reach the Table where ihey are assorted in flies— 
current and old. Three dollies are pfcserrcd lor full 12 months and 
one is belfig continued alter the ^ear In our studies we have a 
method Each chooses his boohs according to his taste although a 
book like Wendell WlUkl^s “One World" has gono the round of aD, 
while Edward Thompson s "Making of thb Princes” has interested in 
particular those who have been connected with States Politics and 
one or two others, 

• Why Mtts Pearl Back? 

China Is an object of universal Interest, Lin Yu Tang and Pearl 
Buck are highly popular By the by© why fio people Insist on calling 
her Miss Pearl Buck? She herself In her "Asia and Democracy” has 
referred to her daughter 6 years old. The fact teems to be ladv 
authors, tho married are known by their Christian names and Mrs, 
Is dropped, but how to explain Tdlo^ 

A Comparison 

We can confidently and conscientmusly say that our studies have 
greater system than those of Elphlnstone and Jenkins as revealed in 
the following note from Edward Thompson 

'T/e rise at 4 and read Sophocles gencrolly about 2D0 lines 
tiU it Is time to ride We cometimes read on our return at about 
7 After breakfast bualncas generally prevents our beginning 
Xenophon, which is our forenoon • lesson tlB eleven- We then 
rend 20 or 20 pages eat a sandwich and read separately I 
Tacitus and the books on the French Revolution till two then 
we read Orotlus till evening I feel extremely the want of 
method but am at a loss how to remedy this very serious defect ” 

Our Wrltlofs 

The Radio has not been allowed as yet. While the gramophone 
has fallen into dlsuotude for want of new records. The cold has been 
sever e driving the evening parties frmn the open to the verandas and 
from the verandas to the rooms. It is mainly In th© afternoon rather 
between lunch and evening tea that serious work is done — writing 
No one knows what the other Is exactly writing or planning but it 
may gcneraDy b? said that every one Is engaged in some serious 
wrliing 

Hare Krishna Mehtab has written several novels and dramas in 
TJrlya- His nelghixmr Narendra Deo has done the monumental work 
of translating 6 volumes from a French jvork on Buddhl^ named 
Ahhinaya Kpea— Mr Krlpalanl la a ttudent of History and Philosophy 
and Theology and has written a splendid book on Gandhlan philo- 
sophy I have been fooling about writing these scraps— also a brochure 


217 




( 


FEATHERS & STONES 


on spinning and a detailed history of our own times — since we came 
here— up to the day of departure— whenever that may be^ PrafuUa 
Babu has been workmg at Ancient Tndian history in Benga,li Shanker- 
rao Dev has written books on Buddhism and "Means and Ends” 
Pantjee says he has not attempted any, but is busy 10 hours ili the 
day with his serious studies and writing Jawaharlal is reported in 
the Press to have stated that he is not writing any book on India as 
he does not know what India is like outside but I dare say he must 
be havmg enough material for the output of some new book or books 
that would interest both Britain and America Dr Syed MahmiJd's 
studies are very close and detailed and include a study of Hindi in 
earnest in accordance with a promise he appears to have made to 
Mahatmaji Asaf Ali is both a poet and a philosopher and has 
■doubtless, composed some fine poems Maulana has been busy leading 
and writmg though I do not know what he is writing He has revised 
the first two volumes of his famous commentary on the Quoran and 
added a third volume to them He must be doing much more con- 
sidermg the paper he has indented (P^ I learn he has completed 
his biography and written a book on the influence of Islam on Hindu 
culture — 1945) I tried to get paper for love or money and found it 
hard to do so as I entered the field rather late in indenting for it 
Moreover, I have a radical defect in that I can’t write on nice clean 
fresh paper I can only write on scraps which here as at home are 
furnished by the wrappers of newspapers My Feathers and Stones 
have taken a monopoly of the brown wrappers of the Amrita Bazar 
Patnka Of all the papers, the Tribune uses the longest and the 
Statesman the broadest slips The Hindu’s wrappers are perhaps 
as broad as the Statesman’s but while the latter are glazed and 
allow writing on both sides, the former allow only on one side More- 
over the pastmg gives room for complaint, and the title The Hindu 
occupies a needlessly bigger area so depriving me of my writing con- 
tent The gum used by the Statesman is best and the pasting is 
orderly and methodical The edge of the wrapper can be easily peeled 
off Next best is TnbunS — both for quality of paper and character 
of pasting The brown paper of the Amrita Bazar Patnka is of 
two varieties One is pale grey and the other is reddish brown The 
former shows the ink on the other side and thus tangibly reduces the 
writing space available The Leader has recently adopted a pecu- 
liar type of wrappers They are parchment like, light green in colour, 
■glazed and perforated along the length on both sides and also in the 
hody The perforations do not conceivably form any design or mdi- 
cate any letters On enquit’y the mysterjr has been cleaved for It is 
Monotype paper on which the perforations stand for certain words 
There is still another pomt of interest relating to the newspaper 
wrappers tOnly the Hindu and the Amrita Bazar Patrika use 
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stamping machines which dispense with the affixing of quarter anna 
stamps on the wrappers May it be* that the practice in d ica t es the 
fact that tUese two Dallies hare tAe highest circulation amongst the 
Indian DoIUca? Probably It Is so 

Calendars 

Then a word about our calendars. The scarcity of paper has 
made calendars scarce At last last year Jawohorlal got a splendid 
calpndar from the Tatas, portraying fearful men of steeL We have 
In the absence of a fresh supply up to now (5-2-44) utilised the same 
—pressing Into serrico last year's ^eet of May for January this year 
In the meantime, the eternal calendar Idea struck one of us and Mr 
llehlab with the aid of one of the convicts has made three such 
calendars beautl ully decorated with scraps of coloured paper— some 
of which arc based on the principle of revolving, othen of replacing 
But, the difficulty with them Is that they require dally manipulations 
which Mr Bhankerrto Dev has kindly undertaken for the group 

Prahlada and Ajagara 

Life in India is pulsating with one Impulse and beats in unison 
with a central throb that Is as old as the 'Vedas' and TUhasos ]n 
‘Bhaguvat Prahlada and Ajogam ore described as having a discontse 
In which AJogajra— a saint who under a curse assumed the form of a 
boa-coQitrlctor says, *T do not oak any one because of my want, nor 
do I re^tise aught that Is given me nor do I regre t my worn. Ihus do 
I pass my time sans Joy sems grief The Hindi e^valent tlsereof 
is given ^ some friend — 

"Sahaj mPa so doodb barabar 
Mang Uya so pant 
Kheenchllya so mkt barabar 
Qorakh bola vanL" 

which means “Oorakh the Hindi poet said Whatever you get, natu 
rally (unasked for) Is milk. Whatever is asked and got is water 
Whatever Is forced out Is blood." 

The Oat and the ftlooie 
"Choosa uuoosa Raya Bahadur 
Bahar Nlkalo Bat Sunavun 
Beebl Jee main kbod khc& Uya mandlr 
Turn Bat karo Tnain aunat " 

The cat addresses the mouse and the mouse replies , 

"O! yoif mouse— brave as a King, come out and listen Just a word " 
“O Quecnl 1 have dug and dug and made a home you speak and I 
listen from within.'’ ^ 
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The Wchless Spider 

I have wiitten several times*'about the spider and its v/ays The 
threads of its web are ever so strohg, straight and shlninfe A single 
tliread sustains the weight of the spider and stands a stormy ^vund 
and a torrential rain But for a month I have been watching a me- 
dium-sized spider stick to the wall as if it were pinned to it — the same 
place day and night,— not a line farther or nearer certain control 
points I have fixed on the wall I have seen t\vo black ants in its grip 
and as its prey durmg this month The wonder is that these 30 dsys 
it has stuck to its post I have seen two more tiny ones round about 
on the wall similarly situated They arc growing 

Foundation and Facade 

Theie appears to be a season for everything. Madras is more 
conspicuous foi the unveiling of poi traits of its eminent men than 
any other province In one week or fortnight the portraits of Sir 
P S Sivaswami Iyer, Sir C P Ramaswami Iyer, Sir Abdur Rahman 
and the Raja of Panagal were unveiled The ceremony is often asso- 
ciated with and officiated at by equally eminent retired men, or emi- 
nent public men who are nearing the psalmist’s span of three score 
and ten The finest compliments are paid as by the Chief Justice to 
Justice Sii Abdur Rahman, by Mr Austin to the Raja of Panagal bj’’ 
Rt Hon V S Sastii to Sir C P Ramaswami Iyer and by Sir C F 
Ramaswami Iyer to Sir P S Sivaswami Iyer That is as it should be 
The stalwaits of a passing generation had laid the foundations of 
Indian Nationalism according to their lights and the lights of theii 
times Later public men have built upon them It is cheering to re- 
call the glorious names that lie buried in the invisible foundations of 
a movement Nor will the later workers fail to be superseded as 
moderate, halting and moral-minded persons The next generation 
may stand foi a Revolution, in all its grimness and cavil at their 
immediate predecessors as people who had delayed a nation's emanci- 
pation under the folly oj Truth and Non-Violence which they would 
mterpret as weakness and vacillation just as these had mterpreted 
the moderates that preceded them Facade cannot rise without a 
wall nor a wall without a foundation 

Migrating Cranes (11 — 2 — ’44) * 

In a previous section, I have spoken of migration of birds over long 
distances ranging over thousands of miles according to their needs 
and seasons For the past few days we have been noticing small 
batches of bpotless white erhnes (pr swans ) flying in crescentic foi- 
mations of ten or twelve over the heavens from the west towards the 
AU the batches have taken exactly the same direction this 
evemng We have also noticed three formations of about 60 to 70 
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each the course. It la obvioua that with the change of 

ani the onset of spring (Ve&ant) these birds are migrating 
to a destination unknown to ua. ^Even as I was about to ask "Will 
some, student of bird Uf^ enlighten? the answer has been proTlded 
by the fact that these flights are towards their home from some tank 
where all day they perform their BoJba Japam (Cranes Tapos) and 
catch fish and frog for wo have seen them flying the reverse way 
early In the mornings. Apparently they have migrated here from 
somewhere else because their tanks have dried up elsewhere 

Bhawanl Tolwar 
Edward Thompson writes 

"The traditional sword of Shlvajl Is still worshipped at Satora 
In a special shrine It Is credited with miraculous effects and women 
desirous of sons drink water through which it has been drawn, with 
(it la said) satisfactory results. There Is a tradition also that It was 
taken to Windsor Castle when the Hin fort of Raigarh In April 1818 
surrendered after 14 days bombardment 


The Punjab 

Punjab Is the land of Five Rivers These are called by names 
which are the corrupt forms of their real names as given below' 


Original Names 
Iravadl 
Blpasa 
Vltastha 
Ohandrabhog 
Bhatadm 


Popular Names 
Ravi 
Beas 
Jeelam 
-Chtnab 
Sutlej 


"Whom QchI Hath United Let No Man Pot Asunder" 


A (Thlneae story may not fall to be Interesting In these days when 
China occupies so much of public attention the world over The 
following is taken from the pages of "My Country and My People" by 
Lin Yu Tang who says that the ChinAe "Novels Dramas and 
Scholars Works” are full of this type of story In which the super- 
natural Is made believable because It Is made human — 


''An official had a daughter ObL She had a cousin Wang Chon, 
a brilliant and handsome young man. They had gro wn up together 
■from childhood and as her father was very fond of the young boy 
he ttld that he would take Wang Chon for son In law This decision 
was heard by both of them and their love^rew from day to day They 
were now ^rowu up end were Intimate ^th each othef Bu^ her 
father failed to perceive It. One day a young official begged for her 
hand and he consented. Tbm between Jove and ffHa? piety the girl 
was ready to die with grief and the young man was wu disgusted that 
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he preferred to go abroad to seeing his beloved as the bride of an- 
other person So, he informed his uncle that he had to go away to 
the capital under some pretext A feast and a send off wcm given him. 

He took a boat and set out and when it5 was over he stopped the 
journey and felt restless At midnight he heard the footsteps of some 
one coming and on enquiry his beloved announced herself They ex- 
changed love and greetings and explanations and she said sh^ had 
braved her parents’ anger and adverse public opinion only to follow 
him to the end They set out to the capital happy at restoratibn 
They lived together and had two sons Five years elapsed and the 
wife was sore grieved at the thought of her filial Impiety to her 
parents whose only daughter she was The husband suggested that 
they might now return and hoped that the 5 years time would have 
assuaged their anger They go to their native place but the husband 
suggested that before her going home, he would go first and recon- 
noitre the situation He went to and bowed before the father-in-law 
and begged forgiveness but met with the reply "What are you 
talking? Chi’enniang has been ill and bedridden ever since you left” 
“No I am not lying” said Wang Chow, "she is well and waiting in 
the boat'” The father-in-law taken aback sent 2 maid servants to 
the boat and found the girl as fresh and blooming as ever before 
Tliey were puzzled Meanwhile the patient rose, became whole, and 
dressed herself and went towards the boat On the way, the two met, 
embraced one another, coalesced and » became one Their dresses 
became double and then they returned home the former Chi’enniang 
as young and lovely as ever before The parents were happy ’They 
charged the servants to keep the secret and the daughter and son- 
in-law were happy and lived another forty and more, before they 
died ” 

The Romance of the Guitar 

Appetite grows with eating One story leads to another From 
short story to drama i? not a long leap “The Romance of the 
Guitar’ IS a drama that “holds its own in popularity by its sheer 
appeal to the beauty of domestic love and loyalty which” says Un 
Yu Tang, "always finds a warm place in the Chinese heart ” 

The plot dates back to the Aan Dynasty (206 B C —219 AD ) 
There was a talented scholar, Ts’ai Yang whose parents were old and 
so he forsook all ambition and was^'content to remain with them at 
home He was married and the play opens with a scene of happy 
family feast m their garden^ m Spring "V^en an Imperial edict, how- 
ever, called for literary talent and the local Magistrate i^eported his 
name to the court, he had to leave the aged parents and repair to the 
distant capital and stay away for some years and there was a struggle 
between filial piety and political loyalty But the aged father agfeed 
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to hla going while the mother opposed. Finally he left learing the 
parents to he cared for by hla wife iSmo Wunnang and by a friend 
Chang * * 

T» ai came ont high ha examinations and attracted the minister's 
attention which led to the latter's forcing him to marry his daughter 
It was done against the boylj win, bat the bride learnt about it and 
devised a plan that they should go to his parents house. This 
angered her father greatly 

In the meantime things were not moving aright at home A 
famine hrohe out and the Ts al s young wife was the only person 
workhig. She approached Ohang for some groin and got It but was 
robbed on her way She In her agony decided to throw herself into 
a wen on the way but recalled the trust committed to her care She 
was thus giving the grain to her porents-in law and herself subsist- 
ing on husk. Her song In which she compared herself to the shen 
and her absent Lord to the grain Is considered by general assent the 
most moving part of the whole story As time went on, the old lady 
passed away and the old man feU U1 'The young woman nursed him 
with care and when he too died, she hunt hla grave with her own 
bands and with the help of Mr Ohang She was tired In eo building 
and dreamt a dream in which Ood sent her two spirits, the White- 
Monkey and. the Black Tiger and when she woke np to her great 
surprise she taw the grave completed and this news she cemmuni*- 
Cttted to Chang. Ohang then advised her who was left alone to go 
out In search of her husband. She then painted a picture of his and 
disguised herself os a nun and set out and repaired to a place called 
Loyang where there was a temple which was having a Buddhist cele- 
bratioo. She hung the painting at a spot In public and her husband 
who had come to the temple to pray for his aged parents chanced 
upon the painting and took It home. The nun reimired thither and 
wsa -asssflAtA by tJa 'Ihe xfim was \he- 

family as a hemoured co wife of her Lord, who lived happily with 
both wives and the two wives were honoured by the Emperor himself 

Dame Ost 

Our cat has come to stay It is tame. It Is well behaved except 
for sitting on beds and sofa chairs or at least rattan chairs, and 
except that It grazes against your leg as a mark of demonstratkin 

Inviting a patting on the back.** It ge^s some Tnuir and bread but 

Is not on the ration list. It provides a topic of conversation. It occa- 
slonaBy is a came of 01 tempered ootbmst. It was sumparOy sent 
out but forthwith came back the •way It went. It has ^vlded the 
camp Into pro-cat and anti-cat, neutrals and unknowns. Members 
are sometimes not willing to avow their faith. A cat and a dog are 
bad compa nion s. The cat has killed several sparrows. T^e sparrows 
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eat the insects The insects eat smaller insects So goes the world 
The confinement of the cat is looked forward to with pleasure, hatred, 
lesentment or resignation by the® several groups Our Svoes are in 
the future, when the kitten will mvade the rooms, and be pounced 
upon by the male cat which kills the male ones amongst them— lest 
they should grow to be his rivals More about the cat which has 
ciept in surreptitiously without the supermtendent s permission and 
feeds without rations or a ration card and interviews the members 
agamst Sir Reginald Maxwell’s Ordinances and Wavell’s ‘Martfal’ 
Law One of these days, the cat — a female one at that, may become 
the topic of mterpellations in the Central Assembly, or the subject 
of mvestigation by a commission A White Paper may be issued on 
this unauthorized and illegal mtruder 

Jail Dadhis’ 

Man IS bound by State Laws, by public opinion and by conscience 
Whether a man grows a beard or takes a shave every day or on alter- 
nate days or once a week, is determined by a fourth factor namely 
the availabihty of razor blades The British Laws don’t very much 
mterfere in these matters though the example set by its digmtanes 
is considered morally binding Individual conscience yields place to 
mdividual freaks Many pohticals have grown a beard and on re- 
lease appeared before their famihes, friends only to be warded off as 
‘Bairagis’ unceremoniously entering the inner sanctuanes of the home 
In Muslims not to have a beard is considered irreligious During the 
lihilaphat days, the best verdict given on mtncate problems was not 
accepted unless the exponent had a beard “Are you a Maulana’’’ was 
the question put to an esteemed member of the Workmg Committee 
at Nagpur m 1921 when he expoimded to complete pubhc satisfaction 
an mtriguing problem before an audience of ‘Kattar’ Muslims The 
clean-shaven, England-returned Barristers-at-Law had a haid time 
of it And if in the exigencies of work when engaged m getting ready 
a special session of the Congress at short notice, the beard was not 
attended to for a week, a friend so neglectful of his daily duties was 
forthwith spotted and congratulated by no less a personage than 
Maulana Abdul Bari in the Delhi (Special) Session (1923) on the 
beard grown anew Congratulations poured in from all sides in that 
the renegade was gathered back to the fold of god’s good men 

Be Mouch be resch 

There still remains the question as to how in communities which 
custnmarilyj, grow beards, tjie women would take to the idea Till 
forty years ago, it is sa’d, they ^ere looking down upoit the clean 
shaven male folks as unmanly Under the ever-growing western in- 
fluence and through a fast-spreadmg change of custom, they are now 
reconciled to the “unhaired silken wantons ” Lin Yu Tang speaks 
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of the ticklish sensation felt by women throngh the touch of a 
bristling moustache. One should bo tnjpared to think that women 
would like n^n to look less Uko women and more like men and one 
wcndefi whether their fee\lng on seeing a clean ihayen face would be 
iHmUar to the feeling of a man on seeing women with moustache and 
beard. 


Maulona and the garden (£4 — 2 — 44) 
jiTaniAnfl watering the garden with bis own hands one day was a 
novel sight. Latterly for over four months, he has been paying atten 
tion to two ♦‘morning glories" which arc "Khudm or "Swayombhus" 
They were self bom and have been porttenlarly poor looking and weak 
and perhaps would have perished but for the Maulang s caro In pick- 
ing off leaves entwining the creeper* watering and renovating the 
roll pnri even manuring with the result that there has been a remark 
able output of flower* — altogether onexpected for they must be put 
down to the "Kaya Kalpa treatment given to these hapless growUis 
by the nature-loving Maulana 8aheb 

Total Wot 

A kifid of total war Is described In Shantl Porva of the 'Maha- 
bborata In which water Is turned Into blood grass Into hair moun- 
tains into elephants, trees Into ‘Dhwajas. 

Tamarind Cok*m and Am Cfanr (24— >2 — 44) 

The sight of a ripe tamarind Is hailed with delight by the whole 
hoiise In Ahmednagar Fort Its qualities and virtues ore praised 
there Is a rush of friends to taste It. Its forms of use ore discussed 
—bow chutney* are prepared and preserves and pickles ore made 
with It. Its substitutes In the North India are cokam and am churi 
Ookam Is the product of a tree while *am chur* Is only the powder of 
dried am imit (mango) We know In the Bouth how tamarind leaf 
is dried and powdered and preserved for use o* a diet to patients In 
place of tamarind. In the South Le Thmllnad and Andhra Kerala 
and Kamatak, tamarind la an essential of diet. 

Ven Ufted (26—2—44) 

At last the veil that screened our existence been lifted on 23 
2-44. The public know where we ffle. Alas for the halo by which we 
have been surrounded these 16 months and a fortnight. The charm 
of an ‘unknown fortress has been removed The Working Committee 
Is no longer In AJnata Vas* Hereafter It 6 only Aranya Vos' This 
is the rorerrf of the Pandavas* fate. The order does not matter If 
the sequel Is the same as of the Pondava exile. But that is politics 
which Is alien to this diary '* 
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Bara Ehadi 

What in Sankrit is known as Dwadasakshari is called ‘bara khadi’ 
‘Bara’ is twelve and ‘Khadi’ is a corruption of ‘Akshari^ The twelve 
letters are, — ^Ka, Kaa, Ka, Kee, Ku, Koo, K6, Kai, Ko, Kow, Kam Kah 
They stand for the alphabet in which each consonant takes, with 
vowel combinations and with Anuswara and Visarga, 12 forms 
‘Bara khadi’ is the term in vogue m Hindi speakmg area as well as 
Maharashtra and Gujarat 

& 

Umpire 

Once upon a time, I too was a sportsman — my favourite games 
being cricket, tennis and badmmton I went to the football field but 
once and then playmg with country shoes, kicked my own shoe in- 
stead of the ball and hurt my big toe, the pain in which is still 
lingering m it these 46 years Of cricket, there are a few members 
on the spram of several mter-phalangeal jomts due to catching the 
•cricket ball fifty years ago Tennis has not left any scars but a 
warm appreciation of a cut and a drive, a volley and a half volley 
still remams With these qualifications I have been called on to be 
the ‘umpire’ of the shuttlecock game I enjoy the game so much 
that I forget the score, or when it is time for a ‘change over’ or when 
to call the second hand Between ‘net’ and ‘through’ there is an 
eternal confusion due to errors of perception — not of understanding, 
and so often, m my enthusiasm, I declare the game before it is 21 
points yet But all my foibles are viewed with indulgence by the 
players whose agility and awareness have had to come to my rescue 
as well as their own Considering all these pomts, I have thought it 
but fair that I should resign, installing another in my place, but 
there happen to be two umpires for the time being neither of whom 
has noted whether a point is ‘in’ or ‘out’, whether a service is ‘short’ 
or ‘correct’ or whether the “ball” is ‘through’ or ‘net’ Wisdom and 
fairness alike dictate that there should be but one incumbent mstead 
of leavmg the game tO( be umpired by chaos 

Three Collectors — and Three Judges 

Durmg these 18 months and odd we have had three Collectors 
and three Judges of the District as visitors The first was Mr Ghatge 
the Ghatges are a historic family whose name occurs in connection 
with the history of Holkar m 180fi-21 Then came Mr Patil Finally 
has come Mr Millard — an Indian The Three Judges are Mr Nagar- 
kar, Mr Raju and Mr Bavdekar (two Maharashtras and one Andhra) 
^^en I ^sked the last Wnat h^ name was apart from the surname 
by which the Maharashtras are known, he asked me whether I meant 
the Christian name So our names too have become Christian not 
merely cur thoughts and ideas' 
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Shoes and Spittoons 

During t^e tlmo of Bentlcl: ^ere came Burmese envoys to 
Calcutta fiTifi a serious question arose as to etiquette at a party In 
the envoy's honour held by*Metcalffl who put himself to a little extra 
expense to make the party succeasfuL But an hour before It, they 
snubbed him by declining to attend- They had not been invited to 
bring their own spittoons. This It seems Is a matter of Burman eti- 
quette A sui>erlor carries his spltUng pot to the house of an Inferior 
not flce-versa. Burmese ambassadors had not prerlously Insisted on 
this right but now had orders from Ava to carry themselves more 
highly Earlier the trouble centred round shoes- llie envoys raised 
the question of keeping their shoes on but Metcalfe was fftm "you 
will, I hope recollect, wrote he that our President takes off his 
shoes and stands in the Dirt without them at Ava and that If these 
Vakeels were allowed to appear before the aovemor-Oeneral with 
shoes, on, it would be no small thing to brag of to their own court.'* 

British Tribute To 13ie 

As a result of Haja Rama Mohan Roy's mission, the E'tng of Delhi 
got an Increase of 16 lakhs In his “tribute which he distributed to 
his stipendiaries a Ust of whom ran over S64 pagea, 

A GREAT StJFl 
Shalk Mubarak 

HhaJk Mubarak was one of the notable Ulemas of Akbaria time- He 
} studied the various creeds of the Muslim faith and was taken for a 
Ralsl or Bhlyah and even a Mahadla — followers of the cult of those 
who believed that a new prophet In the person of Mahdl would come 
to the world- The orthodox Moulvls ha^ him and hunted him out 
of the court of Akbar Be tied the place with his two sons, — Falxl and 
Abul FaxU. But Akbar after A time sent for them and they returned 
to the court and held an honoured plax» while their persecutors were 
shown their place In the common crowds. Shalk Mubarak prepared 
a great WnhnTMr of which the thesis was that where there were two 
conflicting views In Interpreting Qoran or Hadis, It was the right and 
duty of a Just King to arbitrate betiroen the two and gire a verdict 
In favour of the one or the other But the rules were that the King 
must be a Just one and that the verdict must tnt^pi note of the in- 
terest of the people and admlnlstrtfUve convenience The Maharai- 
was further In consonance with (1) the Qoranlc text that says that, 
you must obey God, His Messenger and those In authority itmrmg 
you,— and (2) with a saying attributed to thj Prophet that ^e wing 
must be a Just* King. 

Shalk Mubarak was well versed In the Arts and Sclencei^ In re- 
ilglous ^ore logic and doctrines of various schools of phlfosopby and 
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wrote profusely on these subjects Though at one end he was a Sufi, 
at the other, he was so ortho^dox that no one could go .to his Masjid 
or attend his sermons, who woref a gold ring or ‘athlas’ ‘or ‘lal moji’ or 
led or yellow clothing or whose trousers ran below the hegl He 
forthwith cut the excess in the last case and disrobed people in the 
other cases When he heard music on the way, he ran away but later 
m hfe, he was so addicted to music that he always felt engrossed in 
heanng songs and mstrumental music On one occasion, he attended 
a muhfd (sabha) of musicians amongst whom were the faraous^ Tan- 
sen and another and the Shaik said to Tansen, “they say you too 
sing ” He sang and the Shaik said — ^"yes it is like “Bha’i Bha’i” the 
noise of an animal 

Towards the end of his hfe, says Mulla Saheb, a conscientioas 
histonan, this noble Shaik who had all along been a true Fakir that 
never cared to attend the King’s Durbar, became engrossed in worldly 
pursuits, seeking position and property, practising opportunism and 
worse, and his conduct and character bore no traces of the onginal 
nobihty, renunciation and faith His first two sons were bom m the 
years, — ^Faizi m 954 Hi]ri (1547 AX) ) and Abl Fazli in 958 Hijri (1551 
AD ) These did not share the proclivities of their father though 
they shared his sorrows They were given to affairs and rose to emi- 
nence one of these — the latter as the author of ‘Aim Akbari’ and 
•Akbar Nama’ 

Shaik Mubarak had besides these two sons, four daughters and 
SIX other sons two of whom (latter) were posthumous, his age at 
death bemg ninety 

Castes in Bengal 

In Bengal there are very few EQiatris or Kshatriyas Between 
the Brahmins and the Cultivators, there are Klayasthas and Vaids The 
last are not much more than a lakh altogether m numbers but 65 per 
cent of them are educated The Brahmins and the Kayasthas are 
also well educated but not so much as the Vaids and all the three put 
together do not exceed 5 p c of the population 

Goodbye To Cold (24— 2— ’44) 

The cold of -the year has practically left us Today is ‘Shiva Ratn’ 
and the saying m Andhra which is equally m vogue m other provmces 
is that we can bid goodbye to cqjd tomght Indeed durmg the night 
it was warm and cots have had to be moved to the verandah from 
inside the room 

^ Bengal and Art 

The Bengah is every inch an artistic being The way the young 
men dr^s themselves is quite artistic But what strikes one is the 
cut of Ms SMrt Both m front and back, the edge shall we say, — 
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the latltnde— Ij not straight but carrlllnear which reminds one oi the 
edges of the Bengal roofs w hirh have a* doable curve — both Irom side 
to side and fthm above downward a* in Malabar The same curves 
are noticeable In the domes/jf the Bengal temples. These curves have 
been fashioned In order to let water down from roots easily and not 
give It a chance of soaking In, as would be the case, If the roofs were 
flat. See how the architectural arch has also become a sartorial 
double arch, 

• Afata Bhfttm 

Ajata ShatTu does not mean that you are not treated by others as 
their enemy It only means and can mean that you have no enemies. 
Because others treat you InlmlcaHy It does not mean you reciprocate 
For ought one knows you may be only returning friendliness to cn 
mlty Dhannarala la cafled an Ajata Shatra, Durytxlhana treated him 
with Inimical feelings but Dharmarafa dldn t reciprocate that enmity 
American Boys and En tilth Girls 

Kew times bring new irroblems such as the sudden Influx of thou- 
sands of Americans into Britain and their social admixture with 
thousands of British girls in the absence of tbeir young men on the 
war field Such a spectacle may be staggering to an old world Indian 
to contemplate, but to the westerners It la a small problem requiring a 
little adjustment While to us in India the tree admixture uf the 
boys and girls of adult age in Britain Is shocking the Brltlah them 
selves have need to view the problem of British and American ad- 
mixture of sexes with equanimity though not without some concern. 
Accordingly Dr Margaret Mead an Amerltan Anthropologist contri- 
butes a note to the ifoncAesier Quardtan (December 3 1943) on the 
subject 

In America there Is co-edacaUon and boys and girls mix all 
along In scholastic life so that where the American girl, as Dr Mead 
points out lA scU assured, though Brltlah girl Is shy having been 
brought up to an entirely different code of manners. American boys 
are not shy to the presence of girls but a British boy may the learned 
doctor continues, possihly And his tongue free under the encourage- 
ment of some girl 3 or 4 years his senior but will become embarrassed 
when faced by a girl of 16 or 17 An American boy prefers the girl 
younger than he as he wants to astound and for an evening 

before he starts to discover and be discovered perhaps, for a lifetime 

Again, British boys and girls. It seems pay little attention to one 
another until they are ready for serious courtship TUI then they 
spend time to the company of their own aex, whereas in oAmerlca, 
there are several years of light hearted, guy companionship between 
boys and girls which no one takes sertously — ^whlch la no more than 
what In America Is called a date A good part of a d,p^te As spent 


22© 



FEATHERS & STONES 


( 


in proving to each other that each is really popular Dr Mead con- 
tinues “They prove this, howSt^er, hy exactly opposite behaviour, the 
boy by boldly demanding innumerable favours, the gml by refusing 
any favours at all If the boy should fail ^o bid for a hundred kisses, 
this would prove that he had a low opinion of himself but if the girl 
gives him one kiss, she thereby proves that she has a low opinion of 
herself, that she is not qmte sure that if he had not booked the even- 
mg somebody else would have done so ” In effect then he (Dr Mead) 
stressed the view that British girls should learn what fun there^ can 
be m an evenmg of dancing and talkmg — an evening that leads no- 
where but IS a pleasant end in itself What is required is a happy 
blend of the quieter British pattern with the highly patterned ‘youth 
behaviour of life in America’ 

Hmdi and Gender 

There is the Hmdi-Hindustani Movement The Hindi People are 
loathe to use the vocabulary of the Arabic and Persian languages 
though they swallow their grammar In Hindi ‘persons’ have no sex 
but words have gender “Rama ne roti khayi” “Sita ne khana 
khaya” There is no justification for the verb being sexed and im- 
sexed and agreeing with the obaect in number and gender Why not 
abandon this innovation and facilitate the acquisition of the national 
language? You have already dispensed with the conjugation of the 
adjective as they do in Sanskrit If we dispense with this unsexmg of 
men and women and sexmg — and that very artificially, of words, we 
shall then cease to be straining at tlie gnat and swallowing a camel, 

I have been laughed at 

When you go to a jail, anythmg that is picked up Is considered 
valuable In ‘C’ class in Rajahmundry, I picked up a wire nail and 
wanted to drive it mto the wall But there was no stone available 
for m Jails it is agamst rules to allow loose stones flying about Much 
less could I get a hammer. After some days, I managed to get a 
stone and drove the nail and proudly hung my towel or shnrt on it 
On another occasion, I got a broken half of a cocoanut shell I pre- 
served it The warders objected I protested A few days later, a 
convict warder who managed to get a green chilh and some tamarmd 
made a chutney and kindly offered it to me I wanted some lecept- 
acle for it The cocoanut shell came handy Then I picked up a 
small bottle and cleaned it In ‘C’ class the great hardship was want 
of salt till recently in Madras Wf^en we managed to got some spare 
salt, a receptacle was again wanted and the bottle became serviceable 
Repeated pilgrimages to jails have helped m cultivating this already 
ingramed habit and I cacried it to our unknown (now well-known) 
fortress, — ^The Ahmednagar Fori But this time, the cdmpany is not 
of the common-place character It is exalted and I and my habit 
soon bec^ame^the laughmg stock of the House 
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The first collection I made was of packing thread stouter than 
pack thread* and weaker than twine With which b am or bundles were 
tied up I ^rtrand It all up round o neem tooth stick. It became a 
formld^le spindle. I waj^ laughed at But soon the chota mal of 
the rharirha began to give way There w^a none avaUablo In the 
Khaddar Bhandar For whom It was required, would not be men- 
tioned for 16 months. Twine is useless for the purpose as it stretches 
easily and breaks often So my thread became serviceable. One of 
the^villager prisoners made a fine cbota mal out of it by entwin- 
ing and twisting 4 layers. My stock got nearly exhatisted and when 
a fresh demand arose I could proudly say “sorry sir stock exhausted 
but expected fresh supplies every day" 

I gathered wire nails and got quite a stock of them. They wero 
rusty I put them in the fire They were bent, I put them imder a 
hammer blow Suddenly a demand arose We were supplied cloth 
racks. They had to be fixed on the waH The walls are quecrly made. 
At some iwlnt It Is all stone and would not yield. At others, It la all 
loose and would give way The T\fln« therefore had to bear the buffets, 
—more th an if the wall were of nice brick. The nails came bandy for 
the purpose. 

Then the fitter warder suddenly came to me for a stock of noils 
os he bad to Join some pieces of wood I mode b timely supply to 
him He could doubtless go to the Boxaar but it Is 3 miles up and a 
little more down I And what about the money 1 anna for noils. It 
requires sanction. Sanction means estimate Estimate must be pre- 
ceded by plan and plans must be explained by purpose How much 
easier to get some old nails — burnt of their rust, straightened and kept 
ready 1 Then I gathered some washers,— rubber leather and Iron. I 
was laughed at. But soon the nuts of the axles of the charkos be- 
came loose. Washers wore required and people knew where to apply 
for them. 

I gathered broken angle Iron jrteces sawn on at my Instance from 
the bath room as they were projecting Inconveniently the Tommies 
(sappers and miners) did the sawing I collected the broken sawn 
off pieces 1 bit— 4 Inches long and 3 bits 3 Inches long each- For the 
time being they were used as paper weights In the Reading Room. 
I was laughed at as Inartistic. But soon came a friend complaining 
that a pflJT In the shoe was loose and cutting bis sole Bow to tighten 
it? He took some stones which had no facets and hit and hit hard 
except that the leather was damaged nothing came of It. The wretch- 
ed noil could not be brought under tb;p stonb s stroke The ghoe came 
to me for Inspection and attention. I put one of the angle irons at the 
angle point on the head of the nail and hit the angle Iron on the 
opposite angle with the bigger angle Iron and from that# day the 
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■cottbler’s shop went on right enough, with a cobbler’s last and knife 
added to the stock m trade. *' , 

Then I gathered the nails of* worn out shoes and i^ocked them 
and I was laughed at Presently shoes caixe for repairs — not merely 
to tighten loose nails — for constant tightenmg broke them, but for 
fresh nails which were duly supplied The cobbler’s practice rapidly 
ibecame increased so much so that in addition to the dhobie, the 
barber and the tailor — ^prisoners that we had as attendants, we needed 
a cobbler too But as no one could be got, we had to depend upon 
honorary work 

When the angle irons were being sawn off, one of the bandsaws 
broke and some day I chanced by a broken bit of it in the drain of 
one of the bathing rooms It was 8 inches long and I preserved it I 
was laughed at once again One day a piece of deal wood had to be 
divided and there was no chisel or hammer or saw My broken frag- 
ment was indented for and it supplied the need, having cut the deal 
wood in twam precisely though it nearly cut the hand that did the 
sawmg 

I gathered some rubber tubing belonging to electrical wiring and 
also some leather bits I was laughed at But the charkhas were giving a 
lot of trouble at the points where the spindles rest upon the wooden 
pedestal The rubber tubmg as a lining to the groove became useful 
and later experiments led to other improvements with leathers 

I found a drawing button pin with which plans are fixed up to 
the drawing board I was laughed at One day my neighbour re- 
arranged his furniture There was the back of a small almyra uglily 
starmg the occupants and the visitors in the face He hung a white 
nice cloth on it but it had to be kept down and the friend rushed to 
me If I could do anythmg I fixed it up on one side with the drawing 
pm and it was splendid but the other side wanted another An ordi- 
nary pin had to serve the purpose tentatively I gathered two safety 
pins and I was laughed at — ^though not so loudly as before One day 
the Major came and asked whether a safety pm was available as he 
had to bandage a friend’s elbow with a crape bandage on the eve of 
a badmmton tournament I lent him both and recovered them six 
months later from the office as I wanted them badly to fold back the 
edge line of tassels on my shawl so that they might not tickle the 
face particularly the nose < 

I gathered pins and tags No one laughed at me because every 
one wanted them ^ 

Finally, I gathered wrappers of newspapers I gatheiiid altogether 
some four thousand of them (ten thousand at the end of the term) 
on whichsl wrote three books,— The History of the Congress Vol II, 
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one on spinning entitled T too have spun” and these *117 study 
windows li^ the unknown tortresa" »Some were amused to see this 
sort of writing on newspaper wT^ppers, br own , white cream and 
green— plain and perforate some were nauseated some were irritated 
but all were benefited bemuse I was not a competitor with them for 
paper from baxaar to be got for lore or money 

I gathered some bolts and nuts and expand metal sheets. I was 
as usual laughed ah Suddenly a canvas chair gave way The nut 
ha^ dropped somewhere and the bolt become loose I was approach 
ed and I prorlded the nats and used them all op to fix on to the bolts 
wherever necessary of the 0 chairs we had. 

A rack had to be Improvised from the framework of a chest of 
drawers — the drawers being removed for other reasons. There were 
no boards to serve as supports and the expand metal came handy 
I have picked up a u shaped iron ring I was laughed ah My 
next room neighbour is In the habit of bolting his doors all day in 
summer and keeping his room cool— walking In and out through my 
room with which his room li connected by a doorway I always keep 
xny doors open as 1 want light and more light and plenty light 
for reading He has called mo today (18-3-45) and asked me whether 
I can do anything to keep hla doors bolted. As It Is, there are two 
bolts and one u ring I provided the second. 

I got an iron ring and a bit of deal wood with two holes. I was 
laughed at Shortly after a naO bad to be driven and to hit It the 
object through whl^ It bad to be driven had to rest on a board with 
the area of nall-drivlng resting on the hole. The perforated deal 
wood piece came bandy 

A friend one day for the sake of fun gave me a cowry which he 
picked up I treasured It op and was laughed at My friend took a 
pfoaing fancy for the game of ‘Pacbees or *Cbowpat The Board 
and the pieces were secured from the Baxaar but not the cowries or 
the dices. They asked me with Ironical amusement whether X had 
any cowrie. I produced one from my box 'of wonders. They were 
surprised but not satisfied as they wanted 6 more So with great 
difficulty they got a set from Market for Ra 0 8-0 When I was 
young In 1887 a pie was given for 28 cowries. 

I have preserved some thin films like paper in which cakes of 
soap were wrapped. People lao^ied and I laughed too Long after 
came a friend accosting me "IJoctor have you got some very thin 
paper? I want to copy a map ‘TTea will this do?” I showed him 
the Boap-cake-cover and he was pleased ^t said It was not enough. 
I gave blmja second sheet and both sufficed and served his purpose 
An these remind me of what I had read In Robinson Crusoe” in 
J895 When Robinson Crusoe being bound for Africa, branded on 
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an Island, on the 30th September 1659, he set about making a table 
and a chair, by choppmg wood* from the trees and discovering an 
odd nail from the tool bag And he wanted to mark time and made 
an almanac We here are without a calendar and have therefore 
made a revolving calendar with the card board discs found in the 
bottom (or top) of cigarette tins, marking dates and days of the week 
and employing another disc as the indicator Later we have impro- 
vised calendars with the figures and days of the week cut out from 
the dailies The next stage witnessed an artistic rotating calenc^ar 
made with the cardboard cases of Patent Medicine and the figures 
and the days of the week cut out from weekly or monthly magazines. 
It was indeed very late when we got some nice calendars 

That Tooth-ache' 

A troublesome tooth is like a babe in the v;omb which can’t come 
out till its own time and which will continue to give trouble till the 
time is ripe 

Indian Classics in Farsi (Persian) 

Mahabharat, Lilavati, Bhagavat and Atharva Veda were all trans- 
lated into Persian by Abul Faizee in part or in whole Faizee went, 
it IS said, to a ‘Gunavan’ Pandit in Benares and studied Sansknt as 
a Hmdu At the end, he had the honesty to mention the truth and 
apologize He was greatly admired for his intelligence and talents 
and was only requested not to translate Gayatri and the four Vedas 
into Persian Faizee rendered only 2 'parvas' of the Mahabharat into 
Persian and that in Prose generally interspersed with poetry in be- 
tween, as occasion required, as desired by Akbar 

20th Month Begins (9 — 3 — ’44) 

Artificial Nutmeg, Cinnamon and White Pepper 
Patients m Hospitals and prisoners in Jails have numbers They 
have no personahty, no nam nishan beyond the number but where 
have you heard of a Rose in a laboratory equated to numoers We 
know Salvarsan known as 606 and a ‘Sulpha’ preparation as MJB 693 
The latest to have a number is a new mosquito repeller, superior te 
citronelle and known as Formula No 612, an mexpensive colourless 
hquid without unpleasant odour All these are easily understood be- 
cause they represent the order of the discovery of the preparations 
But the Rose 6423 is a novelty Listen to the story as given in Time 
(American) of November 22, 1943 The article described how Crocker 
has developed the knack of guessing the composition of aromatics by 
smelling and taste buds Then he sjmthesizes the spice by compound- 
mg sometimes 40 different mgre^ents mcludmg several ‘varieties of 
phenols, alcohols, ethers and aldehydes to make a nutmeg “In classi- 
fying his vppory perceptions he reduces aU odour to four basic ones. 
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L Fragrant antmal mnak 

2. Acid e.g Tlnegar ■* 

3 ’Burnt roaited coXee 

4 Capryllc goaty or aveaty 

Bach l5 further claaslfled In 8 degrees of strength. These bario 
smells in various comblnationa make up thousanxls of different odounr 
most of TPhlch Crocker can recognise at one sniff It is thus that he 
has produced three tynthetlc spices— nutmeg cinnamon and white 
p<?ppcr 

In analyilng smells Crocker sniffs for each basic component, like 
an orchestra conductor listening from specific Instruments, then des- 
cribes the total effect by numbers Thus the Crocker description of a 
Rose is 6433 represenUng the relative strength of its fragrant, add 
burnt and capryllc components. 

Note Term Tongue 

The human nose Is an extraordinarily sensitive organ. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes stated that smell is a better agent to recall old 
friends and old reminiscences than any other sense “The nose” It 
is Bald “can detect as little as a bnikmth of a milligram of an aroma 
tic vapour The tongue needs at least a mUhop times that amount 
In order to taste “ 

Pore and Applied Sciences 

There Is a charge against Soviet Russia that the nation Is not 
In favour of promoting research In pure sciences But so far as ap- 
plied science goes Its progress has been phenomenal. Amongst the- 
great recent works of Soviet Science” says THme (Ibid) “are the ex- 
plorations of 12(X) geologists. In Chemistry the Russians havo plon 
eered In the preparation and use of blood plasma. In synthetic rubber 
photo chemistry explosive bellom, winter lubricants for tanks and. 
planes. A new Russian anti-serum Is considered the best preventive 
of 'flu- They havo also extracted Iodine frgm the foul^ waters of oil 
fields, sugar from watermelons vitamin 0 from pine tree needles 
Fot hungry Leningrad they have found out a way of planting Winter 
wheat that enables It to withstand Slbcrean Temperature of below 
Eero and of producing a cross breed momentum sheep between merino 
ewes and mountain rams that produce fine fleece wool. 

Bosb^ Chinese 

Churchill has recently popularized basic English with 830 words 
for the worlds use In China James Yang Chu Yen hasiformulated 
a scheme cf basic Chinese with 1 000 characters (words) selected from 
40i)00 available characters By thin 46 mlUlon Chinese are enabled 
to read and write who otherwise might have remained IHterate 
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Lingam and Magnets 

i 

In the famous temple of Somnath, the Lmga was hanifng in the 
air unsupported, being held in position by four huge magnates fixed 
m,i the four walls of the Temple This was iue to a conspiracy bet- 
ween Kangs and Priests When the temple was demolished, the 
‘Lmgam’ fell to the ground 

Three Ekadashies 

“The most interestmg myth of the Hindus regarding the clo.^1 
and the sun is conceived in the three Ekadashis—Shyam, Pashmora 
and Utthana The first comes up in the month of Ashadn when the 
sky IS full of clouds and the cun bemg scarcely seen, is thought sleep- 
ing The second for the changing of sides occurs in the month of Aswin, 
v/hen the ramy season is coming to an end and the sun is visible now 
and then and so is conceived as changing his sides The third comes 
up m the month of Kartik when the rainy season is over and the sun 
shines m his full glory in a cloudless sky Hence it is conceived that 
the Lord has left his bed — and is awake — ^which is symbolised in the 
ceremony observed on the last day of Kartik as a day of festivity 
Tlie efiBgy of the sleeping sun m the shape of a plantain sprig is 
thrown into the water with a garden of Adonis The idea is that the 
^un, leaving aside his slumber, will come out of the water of the east- 
ern ocean with replemshed youth the next morning — the New Year’s 
Hay of the agrarian people”— From the “Bigvedic Culture of Pre- 
historic Indus” by Swarm Sankara Ananda. 

The Bmig’s Sword to Stalmgrad 

The New Statesman and Nation says — ^It is said that only four 
English cities can boast of a Royal sword Three of them, — York, 
Lincoln and Chester were given swords by Richard H in the 14th 
Century They were the mam fortress cities, the support of whose 
JBurghers the king was perhaps trymg to secure by impressmg the 
citizens with colourful ceremony 

London got its Roya'i Sword — ^the famous Pearl Sword only in 
1571 from Queen Elizabeth For the sword to be earned before a 
Mayor was a mark of honour and behind him, of despair This hap- 
pened to Coventry m 1384 but in 1388, it recovered its good name It 
was in 1943 December that the King of England’s sword to the City 
of Stalmgrad was presented by Churchill to Stalin m the City of 
Teheran ' 

Marshal Stahn kissed the Stalingrad Sword— Britain’s tribute to 
the people of Stalmgrad when Mr Churchill presented it to him at 
an impressive ceremony which was held on November 20 So the con- 
ference room of the Soviet Embassy in Teheran Twenty British 
soldiers hnvd ope wall, facing 20 Russian sub-machine gunners The 
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sword was held by a British, lieutenant, with Its point resting on the 
ground. «Standlng opposite was a*Rasalan lieutenant who was to- 
recclre it.* » 

Jdi Churchill entej«d the room bareheaded and In the uullonn 
of Air Commodore Marshal Stalin entered by the door opposite and 
moved quickly and silently to the table where he stood facing Mr 
Churchill. Marshal Stalins face was as ImpasslTe as a He- 

wore the beige-coloured uniform of Marshal of the Soviet Union, with 
the ribbon end star of the hero of the Soviet Union. President Roose- 
velt also entered the room and sat In an arm choir Behind M pnhal 
Stalin stood M. Molotov and Marshal Voroshilov A Russian band 
struck up the Internationale and then the British National Anthem. 

Mr Churchill stood at salute and Marshal BtoUn raised his right 
hand, with fingers half clenched to about eight Inches from his head. 
Mr Chupchin then said "Marshall Stalin, I have the command of His 
Majesty to present to you for transmission to the city of Stalingrad 
this sword of honour of which His Majesty hinwlf has approved the 
design. This blade bears on It the Inscription *to the steel hearted 
cltlsens of Stalingrad from King George VI, in token of the homage 
of the British people 

Marshal Stalin replied In a low ^ice expressing appreciation of 
the gift and the pleasure felt by the Russian peoplo at this gesture 
of the British. 

The British Lieutenant then stepped forward ten paces carrying 
the sword with the point upwards. He handed It to Mr Chmtiiill, 
who passed It to Marshal StoUn. Marshal Stalin drew the blade, 
touched It with his lips and then passed it to MnrahM Voroshilov the 
hero of Stalingrad. The Russian lieutenant then took the sword and 
stood with It at the bead of the Russian guard. 

The ceremony completed, Marahal Stalin showed the sword to 
President Roosevelt who sold "Stalingrad has truly the heart of steeL" 

On Mr Ohurchnia birthday M. Stalin* referred to him as "my 
fighting friend." 

Footboard Travel 

When the TTgrartii Session of the Congress was to be held In 
March and April 1931 we were travelling to Kgrarhi fro m Delhi via 
Bbatlnda and Bamwatta. On the way hundreds of Punjabis board- 
ed the train without tickets and the footboards were full with ticket- 
less passengers. They were there to see Gandhi who was In the train. 
But on further enquiry we were to\d It was a common, eviryday event 
on the N *W Railway In the Punjab Anyway one man mrt with an 
accident, his tall sU^ — taller than hlms^ came in the way of hU 
boarding the slow running train, he fen beguSlong and when we pick-- 
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ed him up, lus foot was wholly detached from his ankle except for 
a tag of skin and a ligamentous Jiand He was taken to ouTt compart- 
ment and the luckless foot was detached by Dr Ansan « The poor 
passenger was blessedly ignorant of the fat^ of his foot which ^ was 
already on its way to Heaven in advance of its owner, though the 
latter did not closely follow it thither Dr M A Ansari had to do 
the unpleasant task The wonder is the patient was perfectly con- 
scious and had no sense of pain or of the loss of the foot 

The Jews and Palestine (31 — 3 — ’41) 

We know the Balfour declaration promising a homeland to Jews 
In Palestme which was dated 2nd November 1917 We know how Bri- 
tam was mandatory to Palestine in 1922 We know too the White 
Paper dated May 1939 based on the Peel Committee Reports imder 
which Jewish immigration was limited to 75,000 and up to 31st March 
1944 Today is the last day Hence the orders against the restnction 
amongst the world Jewry But the Jews are divided into 2 sections, 
— the 2nd section not bemg agreeable to the Jewish agitation, demand 
that the gates of Palestine be thrown open to them for entry without 
let or hindrance On the other side it is contended that the Jews 
were not the masters of Palestine at any time except for a short pe- 
riod, when they had conquered it in about 1100 B C and held it till 
970 BC The Balfour declaration in favour of reconstituting Pales- 
tme as the Jewish Commonwealth — it is argued, had never any legs 
to stand upon The anti-Zionist body of Jews in America “oppose 
the effort to establish a national Jewish State in Palestine or any- 
where else as a philosophic defeatism and one which does not offer 
a practical solution of the Jewish problem ’’ This embarrasses the view 
of the Council of American Judaism This Council is deprecated by 
the American Jewish Conference as “a group representing only about 
one hundred individuals attempting to confuse the American Public 
in regard to the deliberations of the conference — a democratically 
elected body representmg every major organisation coming to UJS A 

' — Jewish Frontier, Sept 1943 

Wine and Wafer 

On the contment when you go to a Hotel or Restaurant, you order 
food and you get wine free of charge, but if you order water, you will 
have to pay for it' 

In the l£ns 

When young Indians keep their terms in the Irms of Court, they 
are served the best drinks — Gometimes of 200 years’ standmg Most 
of them are abstemious and do no£ touch them Yet they«have paid 
for them and they are served whether they are taken or not So, a 
retired civilian of Gujaiat who was keeping the terms used to gather 
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xomid tlie Indiana* tables and (loail np the drinks of all the students 
to bis heart's content! The fact Is l^t In regard to the Law terms, 
the attend »mce at Lectures Is net compiUsory but participation In 
dinners Is even after pajslng tbe «rraTniTiH.tJnmii i 


line Basic English 

1 I am trying to wntc tins note in Basic English which has 

2 a range of 850 words only and the idea is that one may voice 

aQ thoughts 

S withm their range. For one who has Uami English for 60 years 
4 to limit oneself to the list is not easy if not impossible. Yet 
^ if one writes m easy language, the feat may not be ho^eas 
.6 There is a general desire for sAetc m langua^ In itself it 

7 is not bad. Wntirig is an art and art aims at beauty Beauty 

8 grows with detail and detail means change of expression. 

0 Bcouiy thus is not an easy process. It is a 

10 complex one. So a wide range of troni# is a real need for 
XL style and strnetare. But the cult of basic English is started 
12 to help all P^plo wishing to study the language and learn it 
is up eo^y What is aimed at is a business mexisure — a wodong 

14 kaowledge. It is not suggested that by learning basic Enghia 

15 you wQlhecome great scKolars and wnters m English though 
10 there is no reason why one may not become even that After 

17 all nowadays, prose has become much easier than m the olden 

18 days. The design of the mid Vlctonan age is (a chapter of) for 

gotten history 

10 Easy and effectire use of words is aimed at in this age. 


In trying to wnto the aboye piece, I have made some mistakes — 
nn using originally the words m the first row which are replaced by 
’those m the second Some words I used had to bo omitted altogether 
4is they do not occur m the list of 060 words 


consist IS replaced by 

express 

shidxe^ „ 

dtffldtW 

nearly’ is omitted 

display* 

composition 

eUgana" ’ „ 

vocabuJaTy* 

euU omitted pi^ omitted 
standard* r, * 

moaem 


pomp and si^ omitted 
(*flAapter* omitted) 


has* L 1 

’wee L 2 
leami L 8 
Not easy L 4 

easy* L 5 
slum L 6 
*tprthfig L 7 
Beauty 1 9 

‘iconit L ■'0 

measure 1^18 
nowadays L 17 
variety omitted, 
L *^18 
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Rainbow 

C 

Rainbow is called Indra Dhanus by Andhra, UP Utkal'and Maha- 
lashtra and in Bengal they call it^Rama Dhanus In Sin'dh they call 
it Indra lut ‘ 

I. G. of Prisons (14— 3— ’44) 

The Inspector General of prisons Col Bhandari visits us every 
two months almost regularly He has a sweet smile on his lips which 
always softens the bitterness of his 'no' to most pomts The R^dio 
has not come, the fruit parcels sent from Bombay are returned by 
the Bombay Government on the ground that Railways don’t accept 
them Newspapers are not directly addressed to mmates despite the 
fact that their abode is now known Letters addressed between Jan- 
uary 5 and 15 reached us from Poona in the 1st week of March and 
some addressed earlier have altogether miscarried Oranges here are 
bad but m Poona he says you can’t get even these All that is, is at 
Its best in his view If that is so, his visits seem to be a needless 
taxation to his car and expenses to Government 

Calculators (From ‘Time’ October 25, 1943) 

Calculators are complicated machmes with something like 5,500 
pans They add, subtract, multiply and divide with the flick of a 
finger The principle of an accurate calculator, it is said, is 123 years- 
old (1943) Carl Prieden, a Swedish inventor, has patented two such 
machines within 10 years of each other 

Time gave the fbllowing note — The Babylonians and Egyptians 
used crude calculations like the abacus — abacus, centuries before 
Christ But mechanical, mathematical short calculations were held 
up all through the middle ages by the prevalence of Roman numerals 
The first really successful calculator came from an Alsatian— 
Charles Xavier Thomas of Colman in 1820 The machine counted 
an elaborate series of pomters, slots, knobs and toothed gears by 
which any set of numbers can be set up, counted and recorded 

The ides of March (15— 3— ’44) 

Today is the ides of March but there is no death to note On the 
other hand, there is a birth Late last night, rather m the small 
hours of the morning, the cat has given birth to kitten Last night 
it was restless going about from room to room, from person to per- 
son, mewmg and fawning Some thought she wanted water to drink, 
— ^lather an inexperienced view, because it was a cold day and the 
cat has had so many doses of milk And too, there is plenty of water 
all round ‘"Then one guess'^was that she had some pain It was pos- 
sible because she killed a big sparrow and ate it in the afternoon. 
Another said she was having pains That was the truth She was 
gomg in Search of a proper room, proper place for accouchement- 
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Sbe selected Asaf Alls room and lolcj her kitten In a cnpboard It 
was but rlgfajt that she did so for she knew who petted her Asaf All 
was glTlng her a chair stroking hw back and fondling her There 
were others that treated^her with all the courtesy due to a preg 
nant gnhnni and affection due to a pet cat. But she had to make 
her choice Now begins onr trouble with the kitten and the danger 
to the poor sparrows wlH be donbled. Bnt what a contrast — the cat 
concelTlng and begetting In a quiet manner without the fuss of the 
spt^rowB their quarrels, their chirping and cooing their comings In 
and goings out, their uttir restlessness their strenuous preparation 
for EUKouchement, their worry to feed the young ones and to teach 
them to fly! 

Bird BllgratJcm 

(a) Ptupote — Bird migration Is a subject of absorbing and at 
times of baffling Interest, Why do birds accumulate In certain seasons, 
all of a sudden, annually as between September and November to pro- 
vide a feast for blrdshootera? The migrations are characterized by a 
certain magnitude periodicity and orderliness which remind one of 
the cyclical character of the seasons, so much so that It Is said that 
certain people name their months after the birds. The object of migra- 
tion seems to be to secure normal conditions of food and reproduction 
— the two great functions of life in the lower orders. It must there- 
fore ensure suitable conditions of weather climate and avaliabOlty of 
food. The birds migrate to the same place year after year and return 
to the same place Forward and backward flights are determined by the 
conditions most favourable to breeding nnri feeding It la said that 
the longest known migratory journey la performed twice every year by 
the Arctic Tern which from the Arctic winter travels south rl^t across 
the world to the Antarctic summer and back again— a distance of over 
U4)00 miles each way The birds want to avoid cold, short day light 
and snow farmatlOTL 

(b) Order — What the Government of India and many civilized 
Qovermnents do as a daylight saving measure by turning forward the 
hanfia of the clock by an hour the birds do by flying a few thousands 
of miles because they are not sophisticated and the turning of the 
hands of the clock does not fill their stomachs. In fact. It is the short- 
ening days that stimulate migration and with the shortening days, a 
reproductive ImptUse Is set up too > It Is said that sterile birds don't 
migrate The order of migration Is equally Interesting In the spring 
the adult males arrive first and then come the adult females while 
young ones not yet capable of reproduction* come last. Hie autumn- 
move occurs in a reverse order The young ones leading the flight. 

(c) Direction — ^How do these birds — the young o^es DOt being 
older than 2 months Jcnow the direction? It la a racial Instinct im 
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bedded m their nature for age? We are not what wd learn 'and do 
We are also what we are born — ^the tradition or heredity' enters into 
our make-up as much as envlronnient and acquisition It is thus that 
these young and untutored birds lead the van over a migration of thou- 
sands of miles The direction is determined by the flow of fluid in the 
cochlea of the ears — ^not by eye sight just as the villager moves on at 
the crossing of paths instinctively while the townsman is helpless 
without the sign boards 

In October and November ’43, the ducks, it is said, came whistling 
down to North Dakota from Canada settling in the sloughs and marshes 
of the Souris River, then down the great mid continental fly way on 
their way south to their winter feeding grounds Luckily this year there 
are fewer hunters to shoot, for they have all become man-hunters 
elsewhere in the war-fields 

Birds return to the same nesting place, the same building, the 
same locality, the same corner, the same site Heat and cold, floods 
and droughts, food and water, flowering and fruiting are some of the 
conditions that determine local or continental flights 

The spaiTow is absent from the Andamans and Nicobars The 
hird fluffs out plumages, arches its rump, droops its wings and struts 
about arrogantly, twitching its slightly cocked tail The eggs are 3 to 5 
Incubation period is 14 days 

Murdered Man Found 

One Kishen Smgh of Makhowal (Amritsar) has filed an appeal, 
through his pleader, Sardar Mohan Singh Batra, in the court of the 
District and Sessions Judge, against the order of Lala Balak Ram, 
Magistrate, rejectmg his application for starting a case, under Sec- 
tions 193-195-211 Indian Penal Code, against Sub-Inspectoi of Police 
Molid Shafi of Ramdas Police Station, Subedar Ishar Singh, his son 
and five others, for an alleged attempt to mvolve him in a murder case 
m which an unknown and unidentifiable dead body was found on the 
bank of Sakki Nala on the 10th April 1943 in a somewhat decomposed 
■conaition It was alleged that the dead body was that of one Jumail 
Smgh son of Mahn Singh of Nangal Wan j an, who had gone to bring 
Ins wife but never returned, and it was also alleged that the relations 
of the said Jumail Smgh with his parents-in-law were stramed 
Further it was alleged that the Subedar m collusion with the aforesaid 
Sub-Inspector fabncated evidence by inducements and threats to im- 
plicate the appellant Kishen Singht'as the murderer of the said Jumail 
Singh and the story invented to prove this was that Kishen Smgh had 
a desire to marry the wife of Jurnail Smgh after puttmg him to death 
The Subedai had a long*’ standing enmity wijbh Kishen Smgh the 
appellant Kishen Smgh was arrested on the 15th April *’1943 and was 
sent up for the said murder of Jumail Singh The trial was to com- 
mence oh the 30th May 1943 m the court of Lala Balak Ram, 
Magistiate ‘ ‘ 
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One Cham Ringh waa made co-ac^uaed and the Snb-Inapector had 
attempted to Tnnkft h<Tn an approver against Klahen Singh. 

On the 20th May 1&43 Le., two days betore the commitment pro- 
ceedlilgB were to commenbe one Labh Singh Jat of Jaasar a relative 
of the eo-called murdered Jumafl Ringh — came on leave to Nowshera 
Cantonment and learning of thin case informed the authorities that 
Jumall Singh was not dead but he had enlisted himself In the military 
and was serrlng In a Regiment at Nowshera. After the matter 
wai got yerlfled from the OfOner Commanding of the Regiment where 
the itAlrt Jumall Singh was serving both Kishen Singh and Charan 
Blngh accused were dlscharged. 

Charan Singh had also hied an application In the court of Lala 
Balak Ram Magistrate against the father and sister of Jumall Singh 
lor falsely ImpUcating him In the case lor the murder ol Jumall Blngh 
who Is allve. 

It Is stated that jamaH Singh had applied to the local authorities 
that hls father did not know that he had joined the mhltary servlee and 
that he had been enlisted through the aforesaid Suhedar lahar Singh 
who did not Inform hls father and took advantage of hls Ignorance and 
induced him to claim the decomposed body as that of bis son. 

Five Mndras 

A section of the wonhlppers of Sail the Mother adopt extreme 
secrecy In their worship of her The actual Inner working of the system 
which Is kept out of public gaze Is carried out by means of certain 
elgnals and signs formed out of the bands and Angara The symbols 
and signs so made are called Madras. They are five tn number so far 
as the Tantrlc worship Is concerned. 

1 ATikiish Mndra in which the fingers ore so arranged as to Imi- 
tate the goad of an elephant It stands for the Soma c iee p er and sym 
bollzes the preparation of soma juice. 

2. A second Is the Dhenu Mndra which give# the form of the teats 
of a cow and Implies the mtx Lnm of the soma juice with 

3 AvagunUtana Mudra which means the form of a cover over the 
vessel containing soma Juice 

4- The fourth Is Matspa Mudra Implying the use of fluh In a vedlc 
sacrifice compulsorily 

0 The last la the Yoni ifnclrg — the symbol of the female sex as 
the wife played an Important part hi sacrlflcee In the Vedlc timM 

Thus Is i nd ic ated by the worship of Kail along the patti of the 
panch makaraa — (wine) (fish) (n^t) flood) (woman) 
gwaram and Qairath 

The Vedas are the sacred books of the Hindus and the fiuran of 
the Muslims, — the ony is in Sanskrit, the other is In Alablix But to 
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know Sanskrit or Arabic does nqt help one to read the scriptures aright 
It is not only wrong but sinful to read the Vedas as one reads a piece 
of Sanskrit prose or poetry — anrf even so the Quran ds a piece of 
Arabic nazam (poetry) or noser (prose) There is a way of reading 
either The Vedas must be recited with Sioaram Swara YuTcta 
Pathanam is the reading of the Vedas with ‘Swaram ’ 

The Vedas are repeated with swaram i e , with proper cadence or 
udatta and anudatta — ^the stress on the consonants and the length- 
ening of the vowels The Andhras are regarded as reciting the V£das 
best and so it was that Ram Mohan Roy had an Andhra Pandit en- 
gaged to recite Vedas before him 

There are ten ways of reciting Quran and they are known as 
Qurrath Shaik Mubarak, the father of Faizee and Abul Fazl master- 
ed, it IS said, eight of them So also Shaik Abdul Kadir Badaum — 
Imam Akbarsha — knew 7 ways of Qurrath 

The Bija Aksharas 

Some combinations of letters are also used 

1 Kleem ( ) stands for earth 

K is air and La earth 

2 Krim ( ) Ka is air and R fire — ^Fire 

3 Hrim ( ) H is sky and R fire — Fire m Sky 

4 Srim ( ) Sha is sky and Ry fire — Sun 

5 Strim ( ) Sa is water, ta air and ra fire — water in fire sur- 

rounded by air— Rain 

The prmcipal ‘Bijas’ then are names of the vedic deities concealed 
in code language Hrim, Ebnm and Ram represent the three vedic fires 
—sun, lightmg and fire 

Family Name First 

The following letter is published in the Amrita Bazaar Patrika of 
18-3-44 under the above caption 

“Sir,— I am very much mterested to read in your paper of 
today’s date Dr Lm Yu Tang’s “illuminatmg address’’ on India’s 
freedom and world peace To do justice to the "celebrated scho- 
lar,” I am sure that you will agree with me that we should ad- 
dress him m the correct way What I mean is that “Dr Yu 
Tang begged for apology for the shortness of his visit” should 
have been “Dr Lm begged fcr apology for' the shortness of his 
visit ” Similarly, “the Yu Tang-touch of honour should have 
been “the Lm-touch of humour ” It seems high time that our 
Indian friends know^that t-he Chinese always have their family 
names before their given names This is just th& opposite of 
obtains in England and America where the Christian 
narne comes before the surname 
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“I met many on Indian referred to China i President 
as '‘Generalissimo Ohlang” and not as Generalissimo Kal ahek” 
The^ef(^i:e I don't think It wlH bo Inordinately dlfQcnlt for your 
cemntrymen to know* which, is which — “Family Name First” 

The difficulty pointed out la a real one But though the English 
and the American custom Is to put the family name last, yet the 
Chinese and the English and American customs agree In referring 
to the persona by the lamRy name In India different systems pterall 
In (Ufferent language areas. In Naraslmha Chlntomanl Kelknr — 
Eelkar la the family name Naraslmha la the personal name and 
f!hintflmnni la the father's name Similarly amongst the Gnjaratls 
In Dabyahhal Vallabhbhai Patel, Patel la the family name Dahya 
bhal Is the personal name and Vallabhbhai Is the father's name (the 
reference here la to the Sirdar's son’s name,) In South India people 
are known by the personal name but their initials among the Toml 
iiann generally stand for the father’s name and for the name of the 
Tillage 

Take O R, Pattahhlmm Iyer 
C P Ramaawaml Iyer 
C R, Pattabblrama Iyer 

Here ore the names of three geoearailona. (2) Is Sir C P Hama- 
swoml Iyer (1) la hla father's name and (3) la bia eldest sons name 
Thus each of the three la known by bia own personal name— only the 
grandson gets the grandfather's name — a practice widely prei^ent 
In South Indio, glren to the babes In some areas If the gnmdfather 
Is dead and In some though be Is allTe, Apart from this C stands ffir 
the Tillage of Chedupattu. P stands for Pattabblrama Iyer— the 
name of (Si's father R stands for Ramaawaml Iyer — the name of 
(3) s father Amongst the Andhras bowerer the father's name la 
never adopted except when there are two men with the same name 
and one of them Is dlsUngulahed as Z son of Y but he nerer signs 
himself except as Z— of course with the family name coming first. 
Thus take the names Nyapathl Subba Row or ^ocherla Ramochandra 
Row The latter In each case Is the personal name while the former la 
the family name But Invariably the Andhraa are known by their 
personal name while the family name resides there as a mere imUfii 
except In documents or voters’ lists, ^rhe family name Is sometimes 
merely the name of the village or» the name of a in Bengal 

Profnlla Cbander Ghosh, Ghosh Is a family name No Bengali takes 
the village name or father's name with bU own, 

TJLSm * » 

> 

The admission of B Chandra Hh^V'bnT- a Fellow of the Royal 
Society recalls some facts relating to the FRBj in India. jThe first 
of tlvB series was Brlpivas Ramanujam who was rotting In the Port 
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Trust, Madras as a clerk and was discovered by Mr Hardy of Cam- 
bridge Then came Dr J C ^ose in 1921, C Venkata Raman 1924:, 
Meghanad Saha 1927, Beerbul Sahfm 1937, K S Krishnah 1940, H J 
Bhabha 1941, Sir Shanti Swarup Bhatnagan 1943 The subject? cov- 
eied are (1) Mathematics and Astronomy (2) Mathematics pure, (3) 
Physics and Physiology, (4) Physics, (5) Botany, (6) Physics, (7) 
Cliemistry Sir C V Raman m addition was the recipient of the 
Nobel Prize 

Wealth and Health (15— 6— ’43) ' o 

Wealth is forgetful Poverty recalls reminiscences of the past 
Health is forgetful Disease revives memories of past suffering and 
past remedies If one cannot impress these bygone experiences of 
wealth or health on the tablet of one’s memory one cannot do better 
than commit them to paper and make periodical references to that 
mestimable past in which he embedded the most precious remedies 
to the disorders of life, its distempers and vicissitudes of fate and 
fortune One is apt to be criticized adversely for adopting such a 
practice or offering such an advice All critics however, would admit 
the correctness, yea, the advantage of such an mtrospection as well 
as retrospection We do not know how many new facts enter our 
mmds and load our memories Every new thought or new experience 
must find additional room for itself in a memory already congested, 
but memory has no limited volume or capacity Its impressionability 
IS perpetual as its flow is perennial You tan draw upon it at pleasure 
during health You can fill it at pleasuie It is not like a miser’s 
bank balance which constantly receives, never emits Nor is it like 
a spendthrift’s bank account which ever emits and seldom receives 
The latter is bound to be empty betimes and then overdrawn and 
therefore one day closed The former is bound to be congested and 
therefore sterilzed The store-house of memory therefore requires 
constant replenishment and equally constant withdrawal and while 
the unaided memory of the ilhterate is sharper and more tenacious 
but more limited than that of the educated, the memory of the latter 
may be free of limits but requires the aid of writmg to revive it and 
refresh it In poverty, therefore, let us not forget that once we were 
better off and that the transition from well being to ill was, whether 
sudden or slow, attended with adjustments which we may not forget 
In wealth likewise, let us not forget that once we were worse, worse 
off and in the transition frdhi ill-bemg to well, we were 
cautious and conservative and eschewed luxuries which were 
open to ^ us anew Even so in health and disease let us 
not forget that once we were striving to build ^ up a bet- 
ter body and a better life by disciplme and *^exercise, or 
that onc^ we had a good body and a good life, the neglect of which 
has brought On our present misery In effect t^en the wise man re- 
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vivea memortca In prospering of post odTcralty and In adversity of 
part prosperity and likewise In hcaltu and disease of past distemper 
and khuiih nLai — only not to get proud and arrogant in better days 
or dispirited and depress^ in worse times. 

Eating and Knihig 

The young ones of the sparrows ore tenderly cared for and fed 
by the parents The nest Is carefully cleaned It Is touching to see 
Ur and Mrs, Swallow Mr and Mrs Sparrow Mr and Mrs, Mlno, Mr 
and Mrs, Bulbul, after feeding the young ones carry away the drop- 
pings ofthe young ones In their beats. How do these birds, whom peo- 
ple merdlessly tin and eat differ from themselves? It Is one thing to 
eat meat and altogether a different thing to sec Innocent animals and 
birds killed before our very eyes for the sake of our own food or as 
the prey of other carnivorous beings. The majority of us have no 
objection to cat meat but they are no less If not, more punctilious 
about terminating the pathetic spectacle of th? cat dally pouncing 
upon an innocent UtUe sparrow and killing It, making Its spouse 
widowed or wldowered and making Its young Bedgellngs orphanedl 
The Cat and the Spannwi 

•tJats, my dear* said the spinster *T hate the very sight of tbem- 
1 had a sweet little canary and some cat got that. I bad a perfect 
parrot and some cat got that. I had an odonxble fiancee onea-<and oh 
don*t mention eats to me” So it Is It must be a cat that must 
have crossed the lover's (spinster's) path and carried off her fiancee. 
Anyway our cat here has created a sltuaUon, 8he no doubt laid a 
kitten which is being cared for In a Royal style while the dame Is 
receiving more than Royal attention. She is brushed twice a day 
because a cat unlike a dog does not relish a bath and Is difficult to 
manage She gets milk, bread Jam, butter kaleja (liver) fish meat 
and ‘mxirgl but she wants a sparrow she has been catching a sparrow 
In the morning and a sparrow In the evening and In addition a rat, 
a memso and a squirrel — no wonder she does not car© for the dlpiTig 
table treat, 

NatlooBl Beeoustruction 

National reconstruction Is a vast process but the principles are 
simple though hard to enforce 

A revolution Is required In the standpoints of all who seek to 
nationalize education so that, * 

Teachers must not hit and run. 

Doctors must hesitate to cut and catch, , 

Engineers must not hasten to b^eak and build or saw and Join 

lawyers mart not hair split and argue 

Farmers must not be indolent. j 
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Merchants must not be deceitful. 

Food dealers must not adulterate, ^ 

Labourers must not dodge, , t 

Employers must not profiteei. 

Arts must not perish, ‘ 

Machmery must not rule. 

Science must not be destructive. 

Civilization must not be grabbing, 

And all must have food and clothing and homes 

/ C 

Education and Propaganda 

It IS imperative that m the modern age, the youth should in their 
education be given a political consciousness It will not do to dismiss 
it all as propaganda The fact is as things stand, the propaganda you 
believe m, is to you, education while the education others believe m, 
IS to you. propaganda' 

Company Shares m England 

In England the law requires companies to file annual lists of 
shareholders with the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies at which 
they can be inspected Astute businessmen got round this law by 
getting their shares put in the name of a Bank acting as their agent 
Thus in ‘Plebs’ it was revealed that over 200,000 shares of the Daily 
Minor were held by the nominees of Banks In Plebs’ it was sug- 
gested that all shares over 10,000 should be revealed by the owners 
name being disclosed so as to avoid monopolist ownership This was 
lefused (Plebs P 142) 

The President (USA ) — ^How to Become"^ 

A candidate must know or obey the 10 political commandments 
The road to political conventions is strewn with political skulls of 
men who have disregarded these rules 

Rule 1 The candidate must have a solid American background as 
humble as possible As birth place, a log cabin is best, a 
farm nearly as^ good, the combination being practically ir- 
resistible For parents the watchword is poor but honest In 
the family background a horse thief is fatal, a millionaire 
nearly as bad 

Rule 2 He must look good but not too good m news reels and por- 
traits — broad shouldered, modestly handsome, not one who 
makes citizens laugh, unle:^ the man is obviously an expert 
caper cutter Gestures are suspected but doubly suspect is 
the handsomeness enough to mspire a faraway looker in theii 
wife’s eyes c 

Rule 3 Must be healthy and vigorous, should be at ease*^with a fish- 
ing rod and shotgun, should walk to work, not subject to such 
ds-ab ailments as the sniffles 
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Role 4. Must have on attractive wife and child. His wife must look 
as Jf she can cook, dam, speift In public moderately and not 
too much and dance sedatisly with ambassadors. 

Hole p. Must be success!^ but not too successful His accomplish 
ments should be solid but not be so enormous as to have set 
him beyond and apart from his fellow men. 

Rule 6 Must IcJentlfy himself with a popular National Issue like 
States rights economy appealing to a maximum and out- 
1 raging to a Tninimum At that, be should have a few faithful 
lieutenants on the opposite dde of the question 
Rule 1 He must let some one else preferably the electorate decide 
to make him a candidate unabashed. Seeking Is still const 
dered Immodest, The decent. In fact the only permissible pro 
cedore la to be drafted as P Rooserelt in 1&40 even If it taxes 
all the candidates skill to engineer the draft. 

Buie B, He must be acceptable to old line party leaders. 

Buie 9 He must have some weQbeeled backers, concealed as care- 
fully os possible 

Bole 10 He most let the voters see Mm as often and auspiciously as 
possible 

TToman Diplomat 

Flaying a vital port In the Ruaso-Plnnlsh peace negotiations is the 
73-year old Madame Alexandra Kolontay Soviet Ambassador in 
Stockholm. She is a shrewd diplomat and has played her cards most 
skUfalty When the whole sto^ of the negoUatlxms is told her ex- 
perience handling of a delicate problem will be widely appreciated. 
Madame Kolontay was a bom revolutionary Her father who was a 
Tsarist General, mode every effort to tame her and even had her spi- 
rited out of Russia. But this did not deter her She travelled all 
over Europe and developed her own secret courier service which work 
ed through revolutionaries in Parts, London and Geneva. While 
exiled from her coxmtry Madame Kolontay ^pent her time studying 
the political ret up and training herself as a linguist. In London 
she met Lienln. By 1916 she had become famous as a revolutionary 
orator and writer The next year found her in New York with Trotsky 
and Bukharin on the staff of Novi Mir a revolutionary Russian 
weekly In 1917 she returned to Russia only to be thrown Into jaH 
during the last desperate attemptjof the Tsarist government to stave 
off the revolution. Three days after the Revolution hmj been pro- 
claimed, she was made a member of the Bolshevik Congress, qbe be- 
came the leader of the feminist movyrnent-^and proclaimed ihe enij of 
family life * Her weakness for Jewellery particularly diamonds and 
rubles, la well known Twice she tried marriage- and eettUng down 
to a wife s life first with a Russian aristocrat and tljen wltA a Baltic 


249 




FEATHERS & STONES 




fleet saOor In 1923, she went to Norway as a diplomatic envoy In 
1930, she was appointed an Ambassador o 

Women attd Juries 

For 20 years Massachusetts women havb sought the right to sit 
on juries On February 8, 1943 they renewed their demand led by 
socialite Mrs Leshe B Cutler Representative from Needham, di- 
vorcee, mother of five Before a stony faced committee she argued 
that if women are good enough to serve in war they are good enough 
on juries Male ridicule had beaten the proposal m previous ye&s. 
Imagme a woman of Cleopatra’s type bemg locked up with 11 men 
overnight Fmally the wise cracks came Roared a chivalrous lawyer 
‘T protest against submittmg women to the mdignities of the jury 
loom You have no idea of what goes on behmd those closed doors 
Why, some men remove their coats and vests and even their shirts? 
Massachusetts women may have to wait another 2 years” 

—{Time, Feb 15, 1943) 


Another F B S 

Another distmgmshed Indian — ^Dr Subrahmanyam Chandra- 
sekhar of Chicago Umversity^ — ^has been elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society He was born in Lahore and is well-known for his contribu- 
tions to theoretical astronomy and astrophysics In a recent publi- 
cation, Dr Chandrasekhar disclosed the star clusters can exist and 
retain their identity for 3,000,000,000 years Disintegration occurs 
when separate stars become dispersed from the central star His m- 
vestigation was based on a 70 year photographic history of clusters of 
which the “Pleiades” is a characteristic group In the “Pleiades” 
cluster there are 200 stars and only six of them are visible to the naked 
eye Some of these stars travel at a velocity of 500 metres per second 
while those on the outer fringe of the cluster travel at the mcredible 
speed of 25 to 30 thousand metres per second, as calculated from the 
same given pomt 

0 — (From the Times of India} 

About Titles 

“Admiral Lord Mountbatten” — ^that was bow President Roosevelt 
referred to the new Supreme Alhed Commander in South East Asia in 
his latest address to Congress With aU respect to our Allies on the 
far side of the Atlantic, the Americans have never been able to com- 
prehend British titles, and, considermg how intricate they are one 
cannot whoUy blame them The new Supreme Allied Commander’s 
name is liord Louis Mountoatten and not Lord Mountbatten He is 
not a peer of the Realm, he is a commoner His is pureljr an honori- 
fic title because he is the younger son of a Marquis — ^the late first 
Marquis of Milford Haven His wife, who was Miss Edwina Cynthia 

( c 
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Annette Ashley before her marrtnge Is called Lady Louli Mount 
batten becdujc *he married Lord Louis Mountbatten. If the herself 
hod been tlie daughter of a Marqbla, her maiden name would have 
been Lady Edwlna Ashley and If she as Lody Edwlna Ashley had 
married Mr John Smith she would hare been known after her mar- 
riage as Lady Edwlna Smith. Her husband would of eoursc have 
remained plain Mr John Smith. 

— (From the Times of India) 
Births under rermlt 

■Whether India is or is not the outer world la somehow exercised 
over India s rapid growth of population. Let us cast a glance at 
Poland (1W3) 

In Poland no child may be bom without a permit from the Noil 
OoTcmor General and permission Is refused In the vast majority 
of eases. The law prescribes abortion and those who fall to obey ore 
punished. In addition great numbers of Slav men have been sepa- 
rated from their wives os a method of enforcing race suicide 
Light. Oh Ucbtl 

Toiler’s name gets on added charm from a reference made to 
him by Shrecmatl Krishna Huthecslngh In her autobiography "With 
No Regrets** Poor man, she says he was hanged In the end- That 
Is the penalty that must be paid for one s faith by all people In a time 
of transltloa. We ore living In a time of transition H^at we sow 
is the first seed says Toiler which future generations must live and 
perLh plant and pluck up before History grants to those who shall 
come the grace to reap simply and Joyfully the cars of grain 

Toller was not allovred to have even a candle In his cell after the 
lights had been put out at 9 pm. the warning being given at 8-45 pm 
He felt this more than anything else because he os a literary man 
was accustomed to do his writing at nights and when friends tried 
to get his release after he had served two out of his five year* time 
he wrote to them that mote than theVr Inhouia lor hla Ttlcaso he would 
greatly value their securing for him the right to light a candle ot 
0 pm in hla room. 

What Is Wllf 

■Wit la the art of making things sweet 
New Zealander 

The New 2Sealandcri ore described to be os tolerant os the English, 
as Independent as the Scotch, as sentimental as the Irish and ns 
poetical as the Welsh. 

j The Grasshopper Mind— -A* Quotation 

You know the man with the grtushopper mind nibbling at every- 
thing and mastering nothing At home In tha evening he times In the 
wireless— gets tired of It— then glances through a magaxlne can t get 
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interested, finally unable to conc^entrate on anything he either goes to 
the pictures or falls asleep in his chair At the ofBce, he al'srays takes 
nip the easiest thing first, puts it dJoym when it gets hard, and staits 
something else, jumps from one thmg to another all the time There 
are 1000s of these people with the grasshopper mmd in the world doing 
the world’s most tiresome tasks and gettmg but a pittance for it — do 
the world’s clerical work and the routine drudgery day after day, 
year after year endlessly, hanging on to the jobs — smallest salaned, 
longest houred, least interesting and poorest featured c 

Some “Do Nots” 

Do not twit me on my poverty for I have always acknowledged it 
and shall ever remember it 

Do not praise me for my intelhgence for I have always repudiated 
it 

Do not compliment me on my good looks for I have outgrown 
"them if ever they v;ere there 

Do not blame me for my correctness for that is my forte 

Do not advert to my bald head or grey hairs for I have always 
laid them bare 

Do not m word criticise me but pray help me m my work 

Do not say I am maccessible for I am always at the gate 

Do not rouse me in sleep for I have given up my practice for this 
privilege 

Do not tempt me with money for I discarded it dehberately 

Newspapers in the Black Market 

We have all heard of Black markets for grains, drugs, hquor. Razor 
■blades, cloth but we are yet to hear of a black market for news, for 
“news is sold in Lisbon black market’’ says Time, “smuggled uncensor- 
ed copies of U S JL newspapers and magazmes find their way to neutral 
Portugal m the hands of seamen or of clipper passengers There 
they brmg fancy prices The buyers (Axis Agents) who want the 
latest dope of U SJl strikes, race nots, political discards and who flock 
to Lisbon’s air ports and wharves every time a plane or ship comes 
in Single uncensored copies of New York Times sold for $60 One 
copy of Life brought for $120 

The Aga Khan 

By itself the Aga Khan’s is a well known name not that he keeps 
01 kept the best race stud in the "^brld, not that he is the religious 
head of a 10 mUhon Islamite Mussalmans, not that he married an 
Indian, an Itahan and French wife successively, the last wife havmg 
been divorced in Geneva for reasons not stated to the public, not that 
Tie served as a great ambassador in World War I for Britam, not that 
Tie flew u^ the second World War from a French Spa to Switzerland 
having “enough to live on for a year’’, not that hp headed the Mushra 
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Deputation to Lord Mlnto In 1905 wliich led to separate Muslim olec* 
toratcs In Jndla ever since 1909 not ’that he was selected the leader 
of the IndUm Delegation at the Sijd Round Table Conference in 1931 
not ^lat he signed the Joint memorandum of Hindus and Muslims. 
prt*ented to Premier Ramsay MacDonald in 1931 as representing the 
Joint demand of India s new constitution but that his palace at Poona 
was rented by the Bombay Government to house Gandhi and his. 
companions in their detention from 9th August 1943 then became the 
buflal ground of Gandhis beloved Secretary Mahadev and his dear 
Blouse Kastmrba 

The Myth of the Jew 

Ritual murder the most «pnMi»nnni charge against the Jews was 
originally charged against early Christians Myers effectively dis- 
poses of the myth that Jews control trade and finance and are In 
curably deceitful and trictlsb. He points to a long line of l^ws 
century after century which Parliament found necessary to enact to 
suppress deceit and fraud during the period when no Jews were 
allowed In England (1390-1550) 

Hie Three Myths 

A review of the Bc»k entitled ‘History of Bigotry in the TIB ” by 
Gustor Myera, Randonf House $3 50 appears In rime (September 37 
1943) 

(1) The Myth of the Purltem^Tbe belief that Puritans are and 
were responsible for tTB. bigotry In all Its character forms Is repudiate 
ed by the authcr who thinks the truth Is otherwise. In all the Ameri- 
can colonies there was the spirit of rampant persecution. Quakers were 
hanged in Massachusetts but they were persecuted in Virginia as well 
In Massachusetts and Maryland the penalty for inveterate blasphemy 
was death- Blasphemy being any doubt that the Bible was the reve- 
lation or that Jesus was the son of God- Blue Laws began not with 
the Puritans but In England In 1448 when all England was Cathohc- 

(2) The Myth of the CatboUo.^ — Catholicism was a target for 
bigots during the early part of the 19th cfentury up to Civil War 

was a saaplchs titai Hie Catiiolics were coasplfinff aealsst the 
Ubertiea of the UB. The Great Fire of London was blamed on Roman 
CathoUcs of 17th century England and the burning of Rome on tin* 
Roman Christlanj of Hero s time. Some Insisted that Catholics never 
stood for liberty 

(S) Pepe Innocent annuTled the Magna Charta but the fact that 
the Magna Charta was drafted by Catholics and that Catholic Priests 
and Prelates fought for It and preserred A. » 

* King Peter and Prinecss Alexandra 

The news of this marriage on the 20th March, 1944 has created 
some surprise in some of us hero and Is likely to cause ^en more 
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surprise amongst the Indian public The fact is that in India mar- 
riages are so celebrated that a Asparity of 6 to 8 years in age between 
the bride and bridegroom is common Public opinion ‘demands it 
The Sarda Act provides foi a difference of f years (14 and 18) gis the 
minimum In the wealthy Bania classes it is known that the age dis- 
parity dwindles down at times to a few months In this view, the 
low disparity bemg perhaps less than a full year The small differ- 
ence of age between Mahatma Gandhi and Kasturba was a matter 
for much comment at any rate in South India , 

In the case of King Peter and Princess Alexandra the disparity 
IS 3 years but on the other side The bride is older by so much than 
the bridegroom In discussions here, it is stated that such cases are 
not unknown in India too But it may be amongst the Westernised 
lolks not among the imsophisticated 

The Times of India said — 

“Although very sudden, the marriage of King Peter of Yugoslavia 
and Princess Alexandra of Greece comes as a pleasant surprise When 
the engagement was unofidcially announced in 1942 it nearly preci- 
pitated a crisis m the Yugoslav Government in London The official 
reason foi opposition was that the King should not marry until the 
end of the war, until his people regamed their freedom With Britain 
the Boy-Kmg Peter has many links Through his mother, a daughter 
of the late Queen Mane of Rumania and a great grand daughter of 
Queen Victoria, he can claim association with the British Royal 
family Princess Alexandra met King Peter at Cambridge and to use 
the Prmcess’s words “mutual affection developed quickly ’ Princess 
Alexandra is 23, slim, dark and bears a stnkmg resemblance to her 
cousm, the Duchess of Kent "When interviewed she said “We go to 
cmemas and theatres or stay at home and talk or play cards We are 
both fond of readmg and we talk a lot about books ” 

Birth of Quintuplets (Buenos Aires) 

The story of quintuplets bom to a busmess man in Buenos Aires 
has eclipsed all pohtica'l and war news m Argentina All children 
now average 20 pounds and are described as “frisky as colts and just 
as voratious ’ The father declared, “If the present rate continues I 
may nave to buy a twenty-room house as it is impossible to forecast 
what the future holds for me ” ■ — Reutei 

Prophet’s CoaO on Display 

On Meelad un Nahi the birthday anniversary of Prophet Mahomed, 
founder of Islam, thousands of Muslims and Hindus flocked to Feroz 
Hussain H i lls , in PallavareJm 12 ^niles from Madras City, to witness 
the exhibition ceremony of a coat worn by Prophet Mahomed Called 
Jabbai Mubarak, the garment, enclosed m a box, buried in a mosque 
on the hihs, is i taken out annually on the birthday anniversary of the 
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Prophet It Is said that It Is one of the two coats worn by the Pro- 
phet now (Sxlsting and still as good as new The other Is at Medina 
Arabia, Prophet Mahomed was b6m In B70 and died In 632 and the 
garm ent Is now over 1,300 years old- 

After reciting rerses from the Koran Syed Shah Mahomed Hus 
saini assisted by Mahomed Kaslin All Sahib opened the box con- 
taining the garment, a cream coloimed coat of wool and silk, about 
one yard In length, with verses written on It In Arabic, and placed 
it^n a decorated repository specially erected for the purpose. 

It Is said that the coat was brought to Delhi from Medina about 
100 years ago by King Timur who had Arabic verses written on It 
liSter It was purchased by Her Highness Khalrunnlsa Begum Bahlba 
wife of His Highness Nawab Qbulam Qhouse the last Nawab of Car 
natlc and brought to Madras, Khalrunnlsa wanted the coat to be 
preserved in a quiet place and through her agent Feroz Hussalnl 
whose tomb as also the tombs of his two sons Is on the hill purchased 
a piece of land and constructed a small mosque where the box con- 
taining the garment U burled 

The mosque is about a mQe from the foot of the hlBs and about 
A mile and half from the Pallavaram railway station. Government 
have constructed a road to afford facilities to people visiting the 
mosque Alter the death of Feroz Hussalnl, the mosque Is now being 
looked after by Mahomed Kasim All Sahib and Hayathunnlsa Begum 
iSahiha, the trustees, 

Gnmp life 

Group lUe always tends to organize the contents of lUe as much 
as it may disorganise. When we began to get newspapers in a week 
It was an confusion. No one knew which paper of a partlxiular date 
was where or which sheet of a particular Issue was with whom. This 
Jed to the creation of a reading room, flies old and new ready refer- 
ence orderliness and peace so that the following order soon came to 
’’ta. vtofAft?! MaVw Mca. 'pK'ptas As, Ma’itaaA 'Trrtjcflft tricvdi 
to Bardar and Jawaharlal and the Reading Room, Between 7 30 and 
8 pjn. Mr Krlpalanl sees them. After 8-30 they go to Mehtab’s room 
and return to Head Quarters at 10 pjn Between 6 and 7 am, Bhan- 
kerorao reads them and I, at 8-30 PrafuUa Babu takes a 

0-30 am. and Narendra Deo at 11-30 and Pantjee at 4-SO before 
6 30 pm. Dr Syed Mahamood fiiUdies them, Asaf All reads selected 
articles between 12 noon and 4 pm. This applies to papers other 
than 3'fmes of India and Bombay Chronicle 

^ Red light and Yellow light 

The discussions of the Commonwealth Relations Conference held 
"in Sydney to whlch^Hcmhle Pandit Hrldaya Nath Kunzru^was a de 
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legale were regulated thus 15’ fq^- opener and 2’ for discussion Thirty 
seconds before the end of his time, a disconcerting yeUo^ light ap- 
peared and at the end, a red ligrft before which the most eloquent 
quailed, says Norman Bentwick in “My Wai-derings between the two 
worlds” The two worlds are,— the one that is dead and the other 
that IS strugglmg to be born 

New Testament or Pfick of Cards 

“A Chaplin”, it is said "addressed some soldiers on the importance 
of Rehgion He told his hearers that a man in the Trenches had 
been hit by a bullet but had been unharmed This soldier had car- 
ried a New Testament which the bullet struck causing no mjury As 
the men left the Chapel one of them was overheard to remark that 
a pack of playmg cards would have served the same purpose Suiely 
it would be wiser to leave God out of the reckoning” So says Calde- 
cott in an article on Humanism in the quarterly Freedom — Cali- 
frrnia Here m India it may be remembered that it was the metallic- 
button of a diary in the breast pocket that saved the life of Mr Hotson 
ICS, Home Member, Bombay Government from the shot of ani 
assassm in Poona 

Tarana (25— 3— ’44) 

Today is the Telugu New Year’s Day (Lunar calculation) It is 
also the Nowroz for Maharashtra, Gujarat and UP minus Pahadi 
districts which together with Bengal, Unya, the Punjab and Tamil 
Nadu observe the Solar year, the New Year day according to which 
falls invariably on the 13th or 14th April The Andhras name the 
years and the new year is called Tarana and this naming of years 
from Prabhava to Aksheya — a cycle of 60 years is also observed by 
U P and Uriya But neither the Maharashtras nor the Gujaratis nor 
the Malayalees know it On the new year’s day the Andhias take an. 
od bath before eatmg anything and then break their fast with an 
‘amalgam’ of new tamarmd, fresh margosa flowers, new jaggery ancL 
young mangoes — all raw The Maharashtras iake only Margosa 
flower but fried along with it also tendril of margosa leaves 

Bureaucracy vs Democracy 

Whether honest bureaucracy is better or dishonest democracy, is 
not a difScult problem to decide But it is far more difiicult to choose 
between efBcient bureaucracy and meflBcient democracy In the first 
group one should choose honest bureaucracy while in the second, pre- 
ference should be given to inefidcient democracy Democracv though 
mefficient ^at the outset, wi]l in its very nature, under the mexorable 
pressure of the demos learn lessoifs m eflQciency But if the same de- 
mocracy should from the very outset start with dishonesty, the lapse 
of time w^jl only aggravate the malady mstead of curing it or even- 
abating its evil True bureaucracy saps the mitiakve from the peoples, 
256 



FEATHERS & STONES 


wiiit lU Best for life makes then; sordid and serrUe bxrt If it Is Itself 
honest that may yield results In administration far more conducive 
to public intferest thwn when -that administration la entrusted to a set 
of dishonest patriots. , \ 

FUg Salutation 

Reversing its famous Gobltls decision of Jane 1940 sustaining 
the expulsion of school children In Mlneravllle (Pa) for refusal to 
salute the Flag the supreme court ruled on June 14 by a 6 to 3 vote 
that the West Vlrghda Board of Education could not compel flag sa 
luting in the schools It is estimated that over 600 school children 
have been expelled throughout the United States for refusal to salute 
All would now be reinstated. — (Freedom Aug. -October 1943) 

The Uahabharata 

The Mahabharata which was only incompletely translated 

Parvaa) In Akbar's time was completed by Naqnld Khan, Hajl 
Sultan, 'Ihaneswaxa, flhAft Falzee and Shalk Abdul Kadir BldayunL 

The Ramoyana also was recpilred to be translated into Persian 
and Bhaik Abdul Kadir Bldayun! did It and remarked that the army 
of monkeys and bears was Bayeed ui aqal for far from intelligent 
view) 

Atharva Tcda 

Akbar wanted to have the Atharva Veda translated into Persian 
because he thought the Last part of it was mixed with the cult of 
Islam. One reason, why he thought so was lam lam occurred often. 
In the Veda which was shnllar to the Islamic prayer La Qlah tilUlah 
Mahamadan RasooUUah 

Contnceptlvca and Genius 

When there Is a general craze for llmltatlxm of population it 
may be Instructive to know that “Franklin was the 16th of 16 rbiid 
ren Rembrandt the youngest of nine, Leo Tolstoi sth and 

Pamiip] CoJfiDdgo — tentb amongst their hroitiers jisteja. 

Bt. Catherine of Sienna was the youngest of her mother's 20 children.” 
Safety of Kitten 

The cat has become a fixture It gets three brushings a day nnrf 
several quaffs of milk. But her eyes are always upon some bird or 
other Her best poses are when she Is lying In ambush to leap on an 
\mwary sparrow I know a cat lumped on a crow perched on a tree 
and feed on it. True to her habit, she has started out with the kitten 
from its pal atial bedding inside a wardrobe* and when she wVs on her 
way she wai obstructed and returned. But seeing aH people other- 
wise engaged she took the kitten to kitchen in the opposite row of 
rooms and lodged it In a charcoal bag and herself got cov&ed with 
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charcoal dust As ill luck woujdi have it, the kitchen was locked in 
the night and the whole night she was mewing and moaning, so dis- 
turbing every one’s sleep From tKc next mght onwards therefore the 
kitchen doors was left open and all troublp. ceased , 

600th Day (31st March, 1944) 

' Today is the 600th day of our sojourn and we have had a new 

visitor — the Langoor (ape) who was suddenly found perched on a 
big margosa tree on the premises It has a black face approxunating 
to human form and features vuth a white beard and hair and a fong 
tail between 2 and 3 feet They say it is of the mild vanety unlike 
that with a red patch on its body of the Nagpur type, which was re- 
ported killed m yesterday’s papers and taken in procession Ours 
here has taken bread and Chapati and eaten it and has not seen a 
plantain placed for it on the tiles of the verandah roofing The 
wonder is how the military have allowed it as it has neither a passport 
nor a photo with it Either Mr Bnstowe (Home Member — ^Bombay) 
or Sir Regmald Maxwell must take to task some one for this surrepti- 
tious entry and mterview This evening at Tea time the cat was 
staring at somethmg and we took it that it was a prowl for prey but 
we soon discovered that she presently ran away having sighted the 
Zangoor (Ape) 

FRS 

The Royal Society is described as the World’s scientific aristo- 
cracy “It has been the policy of the Royal Society,” says D B Vohra 
m the Illustrated Weekly of India, “for the last 100 years to render 
the fellowship extremely difiBcult of attainment Every candidate for 
election must be recommended by a certificate m writmg signed by six 
or more Fellows of whom 3 at least must sign from personal know- 
ledge ” 

Blmd Watch Repairer 

Surat has a bhnd watch repairer, Abdul Dawoodbhai Abdul 
Tayeh Kasubhai, who _was bom blind, can repair watches, electric 
pumps, stoves and other simdry articles By listenmg to the beats 
of a watch, Dawoodbhai is able to detect whether it keeps good time 
or not He can teU the time by feehng with his hand the position of 
the hands of a watch He has a watch of his own too but without 
the glass Dawoodbhai believes that if it were not for his physical m- 
£rmity he might not have been tjie clever mechamc that he is 

April 1 

April 1 IS by umversal practice the All Fools’ Day — a day duly 
celebrated m pubhc ofidces and^ private homes by a clej^er combina- 
tion of the higher and the lower grade officers and staff agamst some 
gulhble, , self-important? vain glorious imp of a creature In Jails it 
is some Head Clerk that is the butt of the joke An envelope ^bear- 
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Ing tlie frank of the La and hla letijerhead I 3 secured and an order 
Is duly typed mHWng ' the Head clerk a Jailor The letter Is duly 
posted on tlie prOYloui day and It^reaches the Sui>erlntendent on the 
1st April and on opening? he sends for the vlctlin and confronts him 
with thin order bearing L Q s signature much to the latter’s jublla 
tlfm. That evening of the pay day after distributing salaries he gives 
away Rs. 20/- for a party and the Jos/wn and Jj/apAuf are gone 
through with great Dhum Dham All Is successful He goes home 
and tells bis wife promises ornaments and early morning discovers 
the bold letters written on his door “April Pool,— no longer a JaHor” 
The Sanitary Superintendent 

Another case Is that of a public man, a graduate In Arts and 
Medicine who went to Jail In the Civil Disobedience Movements three 
or four times He Is of the fussy sort, goes about the Jail with a shirt 
or a chadder as a free lance disregards the warder and sepoys, and 
assumes familiarity with the JaQor and the Superintendent. In one 
of these bouts, — and he was being duly expected because his conviction 
has been published In the Press — the Superintendent sends for him 
and presents him the following order from the Inspector general of 
Prisons. 

To 

The Superintendent, 

Central JalL 
Sir 

The undersigned has much pleasure In informing you that Mr 
BJL, M.B Ac CM. has been appointed honorary 
sanitary supervisor of the Central Jan during his 6 months stay as a 
pnUtip.flT prisoner It Is to be understood that every facility should be 
given to him In the discharge of his duties. He shall be free to go to 
an quarters at all times and shall be held reeponslble for the Sanlta 
tion of kitchens, bath rocans, lavatories, urinals and drains. Fort- 
nightly reports on his work win be welcome The step Is token by 
Oovemment as a first measure tn the process of nationalizing prisons 
as part of the scheme of Swaraj It need hardly be emphasized thai-. 
the success of the policy will whoUy depend upon the success of the 
.experiment. 

I am. 

• Your Obedient Servant, 

' (Sd.) 

In^wctor General of Prisons 

The or^er was duly shown to <he prisoner and from that day 
-forward in sunshine and In storm. In day time and dusk, he was to 
be seen everywhere and after 8 months of hard work — he w^s handed 
the original order so Jhat he might keep It as hls mem^ito and It was 
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discovered that the signature ofi the I G was not of the incumbent 
then on duty but of one who had retired f , ‘ 

Gesticulations ^ 

Gesticulations of different provinces differ widely but in the same 
province they are markedly similar Those of Malabar are charact- 
eristic and are ihighly significant Indeed the operative portions of 
a sentence are left unsaid in words and incompleted in an expressive 
gesticulation In Maharashtra also in addition to the violent jeiks 
of the head and the chest swaying from left to right and from right 
to left m full unison with the hammer blows which the puritive 
speech resembles, the verb is omitted and a sweeping gesture supplies 
it In Gujarat it is the left hand that operates singly imless both 
hands move m unison and from the highest to the smallest, they are 
remarkably the same The index finger and the middle finger of the 
left hand are raised up to the chin and are smartly and suddenly low- 
ered as if the two digits are dipped into a mass of butter, or on the 
right forearm kept at nght angles to the upper, the left hand sweeps 
on to the finger tips, but much the most amusing thing is the pract- 
ice of the stretchmg of the upturned palm of the left or right arm on 
oneself making a witty, humorous or striking remark and the man 
opposite IS expected to react by some act which I did not know at 
first On the first occasion I was puzzled and on the second I grasped 
it until on closer study I discovered that I should strike hard on the 
outstretched palm, with mme own, makmg an explosive noise m ap- 
preciation of his will 

Cat and Kitten 

The cat havmg shifted her young one to the store room mto the ' 
charcoal bag, we had the curiosity to see the kitten after a week 
or ten days and to our great astonishment, confusion and sorrow, 
foimd it missmg What happened? Did any antifeline conspirator 
remove it’ Who may it be? May it be some one amongst us or may" 
it be the warders or the ofldcers’ Anyway a diligent search was m- 
stituted but m vam There was sorrow writ large on every face and 
after a short while, the little blackguard emerged from an unknown 
quarter and all faces brightened up The passing sorrow disappeared 
like a whiff of summer cloud It recalled a story in which a lady was 
weeping aloud and on enquiry, uffonned the questioner that she 
heard that cats were illtreated m the 13th century by the Persians 
Our sorrow and perturbation were not unlike the lady’s but whereas 
the lady could not revise fier emotions, we could and did rejoice on 
the reappearance of the kitten And from that day ^rward, the 
bringmg pf thfe kitten from the opposite row of rooms, feeding it and 
playmg with it became a regular evening pastime. 
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Scleetlfl Bell^on 

It wa* Bald dT Itaja Kam Mohan Roy that he admired the morality 
of the Ohrlitlan. Tulth, the Theolt^ of Iilam and the Philosophy of 
the Hindu Religion Perhaps hie Brahmolem was Intended to bo an 
eclectic religion^ being a blend of the three But an artificial combi 
nation of cults like this la apt to remain more academic than prac 
tical and may be near allied to a new polity combining the Fakdam 
of Germany the Communism of Russia with the Capitalism of Bri- 
tain. I mean no offence to Brahmolsm but having been a great ad 
mlrer of it In my youth I found that very soon Its centre of gravity 
.shifted towards Vedanta and Valshnavism minus their Idolatry 
Memory 

It Is difficult to say where menmry resides, and how It works. Is 
It not wonderful that the verses you had learnt In your fifth year 
•should come up to your memory as very handy fifty years later to be 
applied to Batyagraha? I had learnt by heart the names ofl the GO 
years which form a cycle In the Telugu calendar In spite of the fact 
that I had passed through the cycle sixty years one by one each with 
its 3&5 days I have forgotten the names of half of them 1 made up 
my mind that I should recollect the faU cycle and having plenty of 
time I tried to reloz other acttvlUes and bring up the stratum In 
the brain In which the lemalnlng 30 names were imbedded. It was 
like a rain washing ofl the earth on the surface and bringing up the 
■Quartz with the diamond tn it as at Vajra Kamr Bellary Dt. In seven 
^ys I recalled 29 names but one name stQl bafDed my memory 
Die Duke* 

What kind of men are they? A few ducal statlsUcs taken from 
an American paper {Life) may here assist our curiosity On an 
average computation each duke has 8.3 titles marries LI wives pro 
pagates 2J children. UresMn 34 homes owns 46 000 acres of land 
enjoys 63 4 years ex pe cta tion of life, is 49% Intelligent. The oom- 
blned wealth of the Dukes is more tb^ 130400 000 They own a sub- 
stantial proportion of the land of Britain. Only four have income* 
of less than £20400 per ann^ The Dukes ere of (1) Aberdeen, (2) 
Argyll (3) AthoL (4) Beaufort (6) Bedford, (6) Devonshire (7) 
-Graftcai, (8) >tieed3 <9) Leicester (10) Manchester (11) Marlborough, 
(12) Montrose, (13) Newcastle (14) Norfolk, (16) Northumberland 
(16) Portland (17) Richmond, (Itf) Roxburgh (19) Rutland, (20) SL 
Albans, (21) Bomenet, (22) Butherland. (23) Wellington and (24) 
'Westminster 

« 

* surer 

like sword itick and Qovemor-GeneraL ^rer flih la a composite 
-word but unlike them bear* a meaning wholly different to 'J^bat may 
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be suggested by the tv/o words A sword-stick is really a stick having 
a sword embedded in its calibre, though it is neither a. sword nor 
a mere stick The Governor-Gen-eral is neither a Governor nor a 
General but a Governor-General The si\ver-fish is neither .silver 
nor fish nor silvery fish, but the insect which gets into old papers 
and books m the shelves and eats up the paper thereof Oftentimes, 
when we look up old files or old records, a scorpion emerges from 
withm their folds Why so? It has gone theie to eat these silver- 
fish. Thus the scorpion is doing a service to old records The inject 
is shining and silvery in colour and has a sheen, hence the name 

14th April 1944 

Today we have not received the Bombay papers nor those of 
Poona Why? Did the connection fail at Dhond between the Bom- 
bay Madras mail and Dhond Ahmednagar-Manmad base line? Or 
may it be that some accident happened’ Yes, the latter is the cor- 
rect explanation Owing to an explosion and fire in one of the docks 
in Bombay, as we learnt later (15-4-44) there was great damage, loss 
of hfe and dislocation of traffic in Bombay on the 14 th No train 
left the Victoria Terminus It is said that some ammunition also 
was involved ’in the ex^plosion IVhat a tragedy’ Only 3 days ago 
we read that at Karad a military lori^ ran against a hut and 3 in- 
mates were killed In Bombay, the death roll has already mounted up 
to 167 In Calcutta the other day, an Aeroplane crashed and a hun- 
dred people died in a Basti War is thus brought home to distant 
places that know not battles and fight 

Vicious circles 

Man is afraid of scorpion A scorpion fears a lizard A hzard 
dreads a cat A cat is mortally afraid of a monkey and the monkey 
IS afraid of man Man is sometimes killed by a scorpion sting A 
scorpmn is eaten by the lizard The hzard is killed by the cat The 
cat IS severely assaulted by the monkey The monkey is caught and 
impiisoned by man or sometimes killed when it is itself destructive 
of crops and gardens,-^o runs the vicious circle 

A post card after 18 years’ travel is somewhat a rare thing, isn^t 
it’ No, it is a miiacle not merely a marvel, yet tins has happened 
After an eighteen-years’ fruitless search for the addressee a post 
caid has returned to its sender with a note that the addressee is 
untraceable The card which was gent by Mr Shivapujan Sahai from 
the office of the Jnan Mandal, Benares, on March 27, 1926 to Mr. 
Ishwari Prasad Sharma, Editor of the Hindu Punch, Calcutta, was 
dehveredfto the sender back on., Saturday, April 15, 1944 

Shaik Abul Fazl’s sad end ' 

The best known naanes of Mogul History are those of Todur Mull 
and Shark Abul Fazl The latter was Akbar’s Dewan, “picked from 
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the dust of the Masjld nmi raised to high eminence" to ciuote Ahul 
Paals own words on the ere of h!s end Akbar’s reign was by no 
means a hatpy one towards the ejidL Jehangir revolted and had his 
name^read In the Khutba,ln Masjids and struck his coins from Allah- 
abad. Just then the Deccan invasion had concluded and Ahul Fail 
who was In charge of It was called away by Akbar on hearing of the 
Revolt Jehangir knew of this and had carried on negotiations with 
Raja Naraslngadas of TJJJaln whose lot was then cast on evil times 
and arranged that he should bring Ahul Fasl to him (Jehangir) 
When Ahul Fazls lieutenant sighted and scented the enemy moving 
In their direction Gudaylkhan— 4or that was his name — considering 
the very small army they had advised Ahul Fail to retire to a village 
nearby (within 3 Kos or 6 miles) and therein face the army with 
a force ofl 3000 which was camping at the place. It was then that 
Abul Fail uttered these classical words quoted below TTUh what 
face shall I see the fellow soldiers? If It is the decree of fate that I 
should die let me die in the service of the King." Qudaylkhan him - 
self offered to meet the enemy and meet his own end In the affray 
But Ahul Fail would not listen. He was pierced by a lance and lay 
bleeding under a tree His head was severed and taken to the 6ha- 
hawulft Ballm (Jehangir) who caused It to be flung Into a latrlnel 

Tooth and Age (tO-4- 44) 

D anya ham ne saraye lani dekhl, 

Hflf cheet 3 rahankl ani janl dekhl, 

Jo ake na Jaye o tmdhapa dekha 
Jo Jake na Aye O Javanl dekhl. 

I saw the world as a serai subject to destruction 
1 saw bow entry and exit are the very nature of all here, 

1 saw that youth vhlcb when It disappears never returns 
I saw (too) that old age which comes to stay and never disappears 
The Egg Borvts— 44) 

Today we rejoice over a new birth both unexpected and surpris- 
ing We have already had inaay young ones of sparrows, a kitten 
bom under Royal conditions of care and nursing and today at 4 PAL 
when we all gathered for tea, the egg of some one s share automati- 
cally burst and a chicken came out The poor thing had no dam 
or dad to care for but twelve “(waigreasnien of renown " 10 Sepoys, 
12 common prisoners and two officials — a CoL, tm.b and a Jailor 
(£ 1 - 4 - 44) « ■* 

The ch^Jc la alive and has already shown signs of grm y f . h Who 
win fail to respond to the call of a new blrtlv whether of man or bird 
or beast? 
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The Old Birth 

The kitten is now a month and half old When brought out of 
its letirement, it looked rickety Icke the pup we had ;^Ome months 
ago But with careful nursing it has picjced up It has no, play- 
mate except some one or other of the members of the Workmg Com- 
mittee It has made its dam’s long and bushy tall its play thing 
The cat kills all sorts of creatures, birds, lizards and msects and 
places the prey before the young kitten The poor thmg is afraid 
but ere long its carnivorous appetite is sharpened and kindled J^uto 
actnity and action The kitten sleeps m a flower pot whose cold 
earth is welcome to it m these hot days and nights of April 

Maxwell vs Broomfield 

This story really relates to the spindle side of the two and not 
to theh sword side When in 1931, after the Irwin-Gandhi Pact, the 
taxes of Bardoh Taluka overdue to the extent of 22 lakhs were nearly 
aU paid, leavmg a balance of but Rs 50,000 of the current year, apart 
from another lakh of previous arrears for which extension of time 
had been granted, Mr Hotson, Home Member of Bombay thought 
that Gandhi’s word should not be the Law of the Land and sent the 
Bombay Pohce to collect a token amount at least by the authority 
of the Biitish Government This became the subject of dispute 
between the Congress and Government and Gandhi refused to go to 
the Round Table Conference But the Labour Government insisted 
upon his bemg sent to London So, an enquiry was ordered into the 
allegations of Breach of the Pact and the two gentlemen. Maxwell 
and Broomfield were appomted Commissioners One belonged to the 
Executive and the other to the Judicial They had to pitch their 
tents in a Maidan m the affected Taluk and two big sites at a dist- 
ance of 4 or 5 furlongs were selected by the Tahsildar for and pitch- 
ing their tents Both were spacious, both were m garden area but 
the good wives of the two Commissioners had a furious quarrel over 
the selection Each wanted the same site as the other and the dis- 
pute created a bad half day for the poor Mamlatdar! What shall 
we say to this’ 

From Bad to Worse 

Two accused who kidnapped a boy and murdered him for his 
oinamients which they foolishly took to his very father for sale were 
detected and in a Sessions Court of Behar were sentenced to trans- 
portation for life They preferred a Jail appeal and the sentence 
was enhanced by the Patna High Court to one of death by hanging 

A man who was well versed m the four Vedas, — a Chaube as he 
is called, wanted to become a Chhabbe or one versed in ^6 Vedas and 
he letumed as Dube (one versed in only two Vedas) It was Shakes- 
peare th^t said that “when workmen strive to better, they mar what 
IS well’’ ‘LeaVe well alone’ is good even for trp,nsportation for ^ life' 
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Twp AeeldenU~(20^ 44) 

I have *two couples of tparrows In my room which la like the rest 
commodious* being 22 ft. by 24 ft vrtth an arch In the middle virtually 
•dividing the room Into 2 iCompartments at the top at any rate each 
•of which has an electric light and an elfctrlc punkha. The constant 
comings In pnj goings out of the sparrows Jetting out and In at a 
furious speed made me the hdpless spectator ol two accidents both 
met by the same unfortunate male sparrow The first time he came 
ou4 unscathed- He shook off the blow The mate which had emerged 
from the nest into the open come back Immediately after hearing the 
clang of Impact between the sparrow and the vane of the fan sat 
by the side of her spouse touched his body with her beak and a 
little while after flew out after taking some rest the male sparrow 
Joined the female in their diurnal perlgrinatlona That was the first 
accident. The second occurred shortly after the same egress, the 
«ame clang the same bird but this th^ I found the male seriously 
hurt. The left wing was broken. It was not working The bird was 
only hopping from length to length. Even so it went out of the room 
in search of its prey But there was the peril of Itself becoming the 
prey ol the cat. For the first time we had a problem set to us. I 
shut the bird up Inside the room and gave It water and broken rice 
barred and bolted the door and went for my evening tea but found 
the ubiquitous creature roaming outside with Its hops tn the open 
lawn in search of insecta. This time I locked it In staffing an the 
•crevices. It again escaped through on unsuspected crevice when 
the mate Joined him. Both fed and drank. But It was not safe to 
leave him there as the cat which was never satiated with her catch 
of sparrows, llearda squirrels and rats, corfid not be trusted as 
-against this poor patleut. So the bird was caught and kept in a 
basket overnight and early morning we found the fellow missing 
nor did I see the mate afterwards In my room much to my regret. 

The Cage 

As has been so often remarked *necetslty Is the mother of In 
vention and the find of a parrot creates the necessity which at home 
would bo met by a trip to Bazaar and the purchase of a cage. Here 
we have to improvise one. An old piece of asbestos cut into a clr 
cular form is the first find. Then bore boles In It all round, fix up 
bamboo kbapohla (pegs) In them get two pieces of card board for 
the top Bind all the khapchls ’together by meani of an old Iron 
hoop A worn-out aluminium cover may well be fixed to the asbestos 
base so as not to allow It to be soaked in water and washings. Put 
the parrot if\ It and close the door That ts easily achieved. As often 
happens, the cage was found too narrow for the parrot. Itself a 
grown up bird with a long tofl- The weakest port of a parrot Is 
its ^ which Is apt ^ project tn between the spaces of a barred cage 
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and as readily caught by a cat and the parrot is harassed, or even loll- 
ed So, wire gauze sides were ‘thought preferable and a hunt for 
things in the nooks and comers «produoes (1) an old ‘roll of wire 
gauze quite fine and nice at that except fo^ the cobwebs over 3,t and 
(2) an old deal wood box Both made up the necessary materials for 
the cage But then we didh’t like impnsonmg the poor parrot and 
it turned out that the origmal excuse of a broken wmg proved false. 
Another pretext or fact took its place, that it was a tamed parrot 
and escaped but that the wild ones would not let the parrot ipto 
their society and therefore knocked it down That is a fact Whe- 
ther, however, the parrot was a tamed one, remamed doubtful though, 
it looked very nearly true I 

The chick and the parrot 

I spoke of the chick It was progressmg and one of the sepoys- 
wanted to take it to his home and rear it It was given away but 
hardly had it left when one of the attendants caught a parrot imder 
peculiar circumstances Two of the parrots were fightmg and one- 
of them dropped on the ground and it was readily caught It is 
here now (23-4-44) Well might the parrot have said to the attendant 
what the fish of the proverb told the angler 

The fish and the angler 

An angler caught a fish which swallowed the bait, hook and 
stnng It was taken to the dry place, the gills were removed and 
the angler thought his catch was safe Lo and behold, down came 
a kite and carried it away, but the fish as good luck would have it 
fell m its own pond After a time came a second angler and the fish 
said to him, “I have passed through all these vicissitudes and have- 
at last come back to mme own Why do you now bother me? Whence- 
hast thou come?” 

Bale Miva 

There are many plqces m India which have Mussalman shrmes 
but attract thousands of Hmdu worshippers One such is at Bacha- 
raich in Oudh fXJJP ) Ongmally, it was a place of Hmdu pilgrimage,, 
later it was taken by the Muslims but the Hindu pilgrims contmue 
their worship The place has now the tomb of Syed Salar popularly 
known as Bale Miya and the annual celebrations of the pilgrimage — 
Gulanka Mela as it is called, are cbserved m June on a particular 
day fixed accordmg to solar calculations Hence the name of the 
Saint — ^Bale Miya — adopted after the name of the Sun — ^Bala Arka. 
The benefits of worship at'the shrine are many Lepro^ is reputed 
to be cured Women who are barren are, it seems, blessed with 
children and these twooform the usual list of favours sought by 
pilgrims 

266 



FEATHERS & STONES 


Is Ualuitiiuijt Oomin^ here? 

Welghlhp la the weekly rtratino on Tueadaya But early morning 
at 7 30 an hour sooner than the 2«ual time, the Colonel came down 
with hlj weighing machir>e and explained why he wanted to wel^ on 
Monday and not Tuesday aa uaua] He would be away ftir a short 
while The welghments were over Some of us weighed leaa and 
othera more than the prevlons week perhaps because we were not 
ready for the test Presently came a Military Engineer head and 
shauldere taller than the Colonel, looked Into rooms from the gate and 
went away This was at 11 ojn. when all would be at the Dining 
room except two of whom one wus myself I gathered enough from 
their gestures and brief and muffled remarks that my room would be 
partitioned We Gathered that they Intended to partition throe 
rooms. Let us recall the events of the &th April when the Major (be 
has since become a Colonel) took the measurements of the rooms 
himself' aided by the Jailor Obviously Mahatmajl would be coming 
here and extra accommodation would be rwiulred. Have they rojectM 
the opiKwlte row accommodation which contains a spare h^ 30 feet 
long and 22 feet wide with two adjoining rooms each 12 feet by 22 feet? 
These rooms have In addition a kitchen attached to them behind them 
with a compound wall behind the kitchen. The main hall has In 
addition 5 first class windows each 4 feet by 7^ feet with a ventilator 
above and fitted with glass doors Inside and wooden doors outside 
Why Is this fine accommodation given up? Because of the prisoners 
in the adjacent rooms or because there Is no bathing and washing 
room on the other ride or because there are two women In Mahat- 
majls entourage who should not bo housed In rooms adjacent to the 
common prisoners lodging? And how many of them are coming? 
Will Dr Gilder bo released from Poona? Will the two lady members 
of the party — Mira Ben and Dr Sushlla Nayyar accompany Mahatma? 
Wm all these be accommodated in our row crowding the whole series 
of rooms and even so why should rooms be partitioned when we are 
quite willing to take each a friend without the Inconvenience of a 
partition? But we are not asked or told what Is to happen Bureau- 
cratic reserve Is the order of the day in Ahmednagnr Fort. But when 
Is Mahatmajl coming? This tall Engineer came once again that 
very day with a blue print In his bands. The balldlng Is a Military 
one They would not like substantial alterations In It Any changes 
must be approved of by the Military Head Quarters In DelhL That Is 
to say blue prints of changes proposed must be sent to them In the 
first place has the transfer been finally decided upon? If not why 
should Military Engineers and Bluq prlnlh parade our grounds? 8o 
it would be*rl^t to presume that the transfer has been decided upon 
and Government of India Military Departmept s approval of changes 
Is all that is neceseory WlU It take a month for all this? 
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The Cat and the Electric Light 

By itself electric lighting is a complication All tpb suddenly, 
when dinners are ninnmg or pubflc meetings are being held, it goes 
out leaiing Vlceioy in the dark and the Executive Councillor to -speak 
unseen On the 25th night, the lights went out and Military candles 
of the size of a big fist and the relics of our Deepavali earthen oil re- 
ceptacles have stood us in good stead In the dark has one friend 
knocked agamst the kitten which raised an alarm Another as a safe- 
guaid in the interest of the kitten lifted it up bodily and was brilig- 
ing it into the verandah On hearing the cry of her kitten and seeing 
a man handling it, the cat rose in fury and hit the ‘culprit’ with its 
widespread paw — an event which elicited our unmb.ed admiration 
and raised the cat in our estimation for its motherly attachment, 
daring and retributive procedure 

Bakula 

A curious legend is narrated by Hardy which helped Cunningham 
to identify the modern village of Kosam v/ith the site of Kosambi but 
nowhere had the mention of the Jumna been made earlier and he had 
a doubt which was cleared by the legend of Bakula by Hardy is his 
“Manual of Buddhism” This infant was bom at Kosambi and while 
his mother was bathing in the Jumna, he accidentally fell into the 
river and being swallowed by a fish was carried to Benares Then the 
fish was caught and sold to the wife of a nobleman who on openmg it 
found the young child still alive inside and at once adopted it as her 
own The true mother hearing of this wonderful escape of the infant 
proceeded to Benares and demanded the return of the child which was 
of course refused The matter was then referred to the King who 
decided that both the claimants were mothers of the child, the one 
by maternity and the other by purchase The child was accordingly 
named Bakula that is of two kulas or races He reached the age 
or 90 years without once falling ill when he was converted by the 
preaching of Buddha who declared him to be “the chief of that class 
of disciples who were free from disease” After this he is said to 
have lived 90 years more when he became an Arahant or Buddhist 
saint 

Prajag 

There is a legend that the name of Prayag was of recent ongin 
traceable to the time of Akbar The story nms that when the Fort 
was being built, the v/alls facmg the river repeatedly fell down despite 
utmost precautions taken by the architect Ultimately, it was stated 
that the vtalls would not stand unless the foundations were held to- 
gether by human blood So, a Brahmin named Prayaga oriered to give 
his, provided the fort vyas named after him, hence the name But 
this legerfd is .unsustainable in view of the fact that the name was 
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known to the Chinese Traveller H. T Song In the 7th centnry and Is 
In all probability as old as Asoka who set up the stone pillar about 
235 B 0 while the Fort was not bunt tQl the end of the 10th century 
BUhoba (Uahotsava Nagsr) 

The traditional story of the foundation of Mahoba by Chandra 
Varma who was the founder of the Chondel dynasty Is highly Inter* 
esttng The dty is situated at the foot of a low gr^te hin 04 miles 
to the south of Hamirpur at the Junction of the Betwa and Jomuna 
34 Inlles to the no’ih ot Khojuraho In Central India The story wa. 
originally given by the bard ChontL The Chondels are sprung from 
Hemavatl, daughter of Hem Raj the Brahman Purohlt of Indrajlt, 
Qhairwar Raja of Benares Hemavatl was very beautiful and one 
day when she went to bathe in the Rati Talab she was seen and em 
braced by Chondrama the god of the Moon and he was preparing 
to return to the pkles, Hemavatl coned him "Why do you curse me? 
said Chandroma “Your son will be Lord of the Earth and from him 
will spring a thoueand branches." Hemavatl enquired "How shall 
my dishonour be effaced when I am without a husband?" “Tear not” 
replied Chandrama, “Your son will be boro on the bank of the 
Karnavatl river Then take him to Kharjuraya and offer nlm os a 
gift and perform a sacrifice In Mahoba he wQl reign and will become 
a great King He will possess the philosopher's stone and will turn 
iron Into gold. On the hlH of Kaluyar he will build a fort when your 
son Is 16 years of age you must perform a Bhanda Jag to wipe away 
your disgrace and then leave Benares to live at Blallnjar " According 
to the prophecy Hemavatl s child like another Chandrama was bom 
on Monday — the 11th of the waking moon of Voisakh on the hfinv 
of the Karnavatl the modem Kayan (or Kane) river The Chandrama 
attended by all the gods performed a great festival 'Mahotsava When 
Brlhaspatl wrote his horoscope and the child was named Chandra 
VarcuL At 10 years oi age he killed a tiger when Chandrama ap 
peared to him and praeented him with the Philosophers stone and 
taught him polity RaJnUi) Then he built the fort of Kallnjar alter 
which he went to Kharjurpur where be performed a sacrlflco (Yagna) 
to do away with the mothers shame and built 85 temples. Then 
Cbandravati Rani and all the other queens sat at the feet of Hema 
vati and her disgrace was wiped away Instly he went to Mahotsava 
or Mahoba, the place of Chon drama s great festival which he mode his 
capital. The date of the event Is about 600 AX) 

( 10 - 5 ^ 44 ) 

Today's ^ews about Gandhljl ln»th8 I^ress Is disconcerting Gor- 
emment were cautions even In their previous communique whlrh 
had stated that though he was free from his ininriaj fever bis gene 
ral condition was not, quite as good as desirable rather was only what 
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could be expected under the curcumstances Yes, the circumstances 
were none too favourable for a recovery Age, bereavement, high 
blood pressure previous attacks of ohopsy and brain flag, all form a bad 
enough background on the top of which cipie Malaria, Menta^ con- 
cern over the economic situation, the Bombay fires, the Bengal famme, 
the Japanese invasion, me British pusillammity — ^who would not be 
concerned with these embarrassmg events? We have been expecting 
Gandhi this week end but fear his disturbed health may nob permit 
the transfer It is the usual puzzle Change of place alone produces 
lehef Weak health forbids removal and non-removal weakens still 
further The vicious circle must be cut at some pomt and there may 
not be much risk in transferring the patient m the cool hours of :;he 
night by a good car 

Mondav, 1st May, 1944 

The Colonel has returned today from Bombay for which he had 
left last Monday Why he left suddenly is not known I have a pre- 
sentiment that he went to Bombay, rather was called up there to re- 
ceive personal instructions legardmg Gandhi, when he should be 
brought over here That he will be brought over is certain to our 
minds If you ask for proofs, I can only pomt to the Mihtary Engi- 
neer, the blue print, the proposed partition of rooms and the sudden 
visit of the Colonel to Bombay The Colonel hmiself is reticent and 
taciturn On critical days he does not turn up this side but spends 
time in ofQce Why should the Colonel be sent for personally even 
if Gandhi is conung? We did not know when he left last Monday that 
Gandhi was so ill From the two communiques, it was evident that 
Government were nervous about Gandhi’s recovery That they per- 
mitted Dr B C Roy to see him bears testimony to the fact Was not 
Dr B C Roy refused pemnssion to see Gandhi a month after the 
conclusion of the fast’ Such a Bidhan Ch’ander Roy has now been 
allowed to see Apparently Government wanted the news of Gandhi’s 
seriousness to leak out There are a hundred and one matters on 
which Government’s personal mstructions should be given After all 
the Workmg Committee were not put together for the joint delecta- 
tion of the members or for their jomt sorrow and repentance Much 
may be studied of the currents of thought coursmg along the chan- 
nels of their mmds and when Gandhi comes, it is hke opemng the 
Head sluice into the irrigation canals, fresh water flowmg to the 
FSJb (Full supply level) And these levels, these currents and their 
repurcussions on the banks and sluices and dams and tunnels, and 
aqueducts and weirs should be carefully watched by the staff We 
shall not'^be surprised if (^vemment should be studymg our letters 
and correspondence with the same scrutmy and watchfulness and 
■diligence _ as Engineers <and overseers would be studymg the effects 
of full supply ievel on fields and bunds and banks 
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4Ui Rbr )944 

Today 1 ,jiciirs of Oondhl* condition worsening delays his arriTol 
tha more 

**CompressIo{i of the Drntn”<— 5th Rlay 1914 
When I appeared for my MB d: CAL examination, one qneitlon 
In the final university surgery paper was ‘Dcscrlbo the symptom* 
signs and treatment of concussion and compression of tha brain and 
Cerebral Irritation and discuss the differential diagnosis of the three 
conditions-"* This was In May 1905 Forty years after in May 1944 
I have come across a case of compression In the Ahmednngar Port. 
It was 6 this evening and suddenly while we were In tho Badminton 
cotirt on attendant prisoner came tremulously to the court and 
gently broke some news to one of us In MarathL Forthwith he went to 
the pantry and brought the cat out. When It was placed on the 
ground It lay in a heap and friends rushed to sec w^t It was. It 
had a wound on the forehead and showed signs of paralysis. It crept 
a few inches dragging its weight and fell Into a seml-ccmatoso state 
which soon deepened Into full coma. When the wound was dre aso d. 
It fell into tun stupor The poor kitten when put to the mother in 
sUncUvely discovered her lUhess and would not approach her>-<-thl8 
kitten which was till a moment previously Jumping on tho mother 
biting its skin, playing with her toil, licking her body In the night 
the Utten quietly occupied a choir In the dining room and equally 
quietly lay thereon tfll all dined. The foct was the pantry was the 
scene of the accident where the attendants were dressing fish for 
the evening. The cat pounced upon the fish and the attendant In 
voluntarily warded her off with the instrument In his hand — a heavy 
knife The forehead was Injured and the depression in the ekuH 
showed that there was not merely concussion but compression of the 
brain resulting In partial paralysis of the right side All night the 
cat lay unconscious and in tho morning woke up le opened Its eyes 
but was not conscious did not receive tho young one touch water or 
mBk but submitted docilely to a vigorous dressing of the wound. The 
second day the cat continued In the same state and the kitten ap- 
pears almost to have mode up its mind that It should not approach 
the dam. The cat has shown this evening remarkable recuperuUvo 
capacity It Is crawling and learning to use the 

7lh Morning 

The cat has just managed to mew a bit but no diet Is touched 
nor Is the kitten recognised by the damu-t 4 

* 8—5—44 

The cat has been sent this afternoon to the veterinary hospital 
ant^ admitted as aij In patient Bomo pus fbnned *at the seat of 
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injury was evacuated and son^e Injections were given Milk and 
glucose were being administered — ^how we know not for In spite of 
its stupor it resented any attempt Co feed hei here and even growled 
m anger The bulletins cease to be Issuedf from today as it is ex- 
pected to make some kind of recovery for one leg is being dragged, be- 
mg partly paralysed The kitten has forgotten its mother It plays 
with us till 7 o’clock in the evening and then repairs to the Dining 
Hall, where it goes to sleep in a chair under the fan 

9_5_’44 

Today the 22nd month begins We are reminded oi the fact, for 
no one thinks of the monthly count 

This morning theic has been heavy thunder and lowering of clouds 
and threat of rain but as the Sanskrit shloka says— morning clouds 
are only heavy in threat but are light in fulfilment 

The fight of goats the obseques of saints, the loud morning 
thunder and the quanel of husband and wife are ostentatious in 
beginning but light in operation 

I\Irs. Shaw’s Will 

Mrs George Bernard Shaw made some bequests and left the re- 
mainder of her fortune of £154,000 foi certain purposes chiefly en- 
dowments Several bodies tried to get hold of the money Mr Ber- 
nard Sliaw refused to commit himself to an explanation of his late 
wife’s will “I should like to say” he added “that that pait of the 
will does not come into operation until I am dead ” Referring to the 
many that wanted the money Mr Shaw said, “They want the money 
like every other organization in the country What I have, I hold 
Mr Churchill’s attitude is my attitude ” 

Alice in Wonderland 

The author of "Alice in Wonderland” was a mathematician, and 
it is said that when Queen Victoria charmed with Alice ordered all 
his othei books she was, startled to receive a box ofi treatises on the 
calculus and pure geometry The author of "Sunshine sketches of a 
Little Town ’ was a political philosopher, who as a professor of McGill 
in Canada and a writer on political theory and distributive justice 
had a high place in the world of education To a larger world Mr 
Stephen Leacock was known as a delightful humorist whose sense of 
fun was robust as well as refined His books especially the one men- 
tioned above and “Arcadian Adventures with the Idle Rich”, made 
the nations laugh loud and long, and are likely to come back into 
popularity again and again ,, 

Gandhi Released (6th May, 1944) 

Gandhi should have been brought here on the 5th of May His 
illness intervened and interfered with his transfer The news how- 
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ercr of hla release on the flth liaylng duly reached na, gave rise 
natorally to mixed feelings. Release Is good but Illness Is bod. Release 
Is, however -not so good as to be wnlcomed If it b© the result of an in 
ness. But no one would ^say ninees la not so bad os to be detested 
provided It leads to release. Health Is valu^ more than release 
Release Is valued only when effected for political reasons. Whether 
however release solely on medical grounds^ win have political sequels 
Is mom than one cares to 8i>ecalat6 about Where there Is no settle 
m^t the best place for ixdttlclans and patriots Is the prison provided 
the prisoner does not taH ffl. 


Polyglot 

The war Is truly a global war It Is said In America, there are 
10 languages used In addressing peoide on the Presidential election. 
And here la a roH call of the army under the American flag with 
names and answers which IQustrates the point given by Mr Samuel T 
wnUamson In New York Timea Magazine. 


Swanson 

Here 

Gul Mares 

Present 

Van Busktrk 

Yo 

Sikorsky 

Tay 

Placet 

Ho 

Kechopoulos 

Yeah 

lA Motte 

m-o 

ECechopoulos 

Tow 

McPherson 

Aye 


From General Risen Hower (Iron builder or cutter Le., Blade- 
smith) who Is a Swiss, to a Kenny of Irish origin, Elkelbergher (a 
Swiss) Chennault (French) Tytus Qrsedxlca (Fohih) Shin Mlngstang 
(Chinese) George K Nlcolopoulus (Greek), Emily Lee Shek (Chinese) 
Moon F Chlng (Baltimore bom) Thus Poles and Greeks and Yugo- 
slavs, Indians, Scots and Rhodesians, Boars, Newsealanders, Austra- 
lians, French, Moraccan and Russian ase all represented In the Army 
as In the population. 

The Beumanlans 

*Tio country In Europe Is so poor and backward as Roumanla** says 
Hya Eherenburg In hls Russia at War (p. 128) *The Roumanian 
policemen ore unable to sign thdr own name»— signatures are not 
required for bribe*. The peasants don't know what boots, lamps or 
houses are. They live In dark smoke mudhuts. The Government 
Ministers receive commissions from the brdthd keepers. T^e officers 
are pimps &id the pimps are senators. In the League of Nations 
building in Geneva I heard a cloakroom attendant say *qceep your 
eyes on coats there are a lot of Roumanian Journalists here today'’ 
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Hitler has driven the lousy soldiers and the syphilitic of&ceis against 
Russia They are to bring culture to the Soviet People 

Cat (14—5— ’44) * 

We have been receiving daily bulletmf; on the cat’s health It 
was taking milk and rice The glucose was very helpful It was able 
to move with ease, support itself on its four legs and the doctor pro- 
mised to dischaige it on Sunday, (today) A fitting welcome is bemg 
got up for the cat The first to meet would be the kitten which need 
claim less attention and get less cajoling from its human companions 
and playmates 

(15— 5— ’44) 


The cat was reported ill yesterday evening There was a relapse 
and no food was touched News comes this noon that the cat passed 
away What a bereavement to the kitten which appears to have for- 
gotten the mother altogether but for which we were laying m store a 
surprise joy on meetmg unexpectedly its mother Likewise the an- 
xious expectation of all of us has been rudely broken and thus are 
we left to suffer our own additional and self-wrought sorrows' 
Austerity Suits and Tailor-made Freedom 
Prom February 1944 onwards tailors and clients m Great Britam 
could go back to turned up trousers, double breasted jackets, four 
waist-coat pockets and other refinement till then forbidden under 
the Austeiity code How this was brought about was not^known But 
man’s obstmacy — apart from merchant tailors and the Director Gene- 
ral of Civihan clothmg — in respect of fashions was a factor Man 
moves, it IS said, slowly while women may endorse sweeping changes 
from year to year Some of the austerity details turned out to be 
hard to justify The turned up trouser wears better than the one not 
so treated and there are men, it seems, for whom pockets are a neces- 
sity not merely an ornament nor a convenience 

Two Monograms 


I 



Here are two monpgrams one of the Vellore Central Jail where 
had spent the longest period m a Jail or outside my native place 
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■and Alrmednaffar Fort Olnb where we have been for over 22 montlu. 
'Vellore people naedtosay hnmoroualy waa a place noted for several 
things. A liver (Palar) without yater a Port without a King a 
Temple without a God, a College (Police) without a degree and women 
wlthoilt beauty AhTnwdnrfgnr also acquired a certain importance 
for a Fort without a ruler, a river (Bhlngar) without water and clouds 
■without rain. 

Duels 

'«DueIj are almost forgotten In the 30th century though It Is said, 
they stm persist in Germany As young* students we had read of the 
challenges between Warren TTnjfthigif and Francis for a duel and there 
was no loss of life. Most of us have read about them In novels. The 
two parties having selected their seconds — back each other and walk- 
ing say five gently turn round and shoot each other They have 
to stop after the stated time or under the conditions prescribed In the 
rules. In Germany the man with the sword or the revolver is a great 
feature of society A good swordsman or marksman Is often a great 
bally for he can challenge any one and cut him or shoot him. A 
man with a SCUT ou the face Is often regarded in society as one with 
a mark of honour and In Germany public opinion has limited the 
sword play attacks to the region of the face. 

*Bslahis-.^t India” 

Beggars are ubiquitous In India and they clamour about Euro- 
peans for iimaJi Bukshls. They have leamt a new cult and have em 
ployed It for their beggary and an American afScer so the story goes, 
asked an v^ gliwh frtmrt what a strange country this,*— In which 
beggars ask for money and ask us to Qtiit India Some are taught 
Bakshis-Qult India as often happens when a new language Is pick- 
ed up by Ignorant people. 

Mars 

One day man may go to the Martian atmosphere and study Its 
characteristics. Ihe ahnosphere there Is supjpsed to be only 1/6 as 
dense as t’bp terrestrial. And It seems H- G Wells has spoken of a per 
son going to Mars and Incidentally fa>iHng a Jump But he would not 
come down to the ground. He would take enormous time perhaps 
an hour or two as the gravity power of Mars Is considerably less than 
that of the earth. 

The story of Soviet Asia Is a tlvOlhiE — the story of the open 

Ing up of a continent by aeroplane and wireless, Ice breaker and anti 
scorbutics mining drill and ore crusher industry and agriculture 
optimism and self-confldence Her^ Is the descrlptloa iX life at 
Tgarka reactted by a sbt day steam boot trip down the Yenelsl from 
Krasnoyarsk. The Inhabitants have to put tarpaulins over the cu- 
cumber frames fbr fl hours daily to give the vegetables a rest from 
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growing In the arctic summer and grow crops in underground hot 
houses They produce delicioife honey by bees Imported by aeroplane 
and eat from the local gardens st^aw berries as big as plums smooth- 
ered in cream Tgarka is within the Arctic^ circle but to us it is^merely 
a suburb of Krasnoyarsk 

Kalidasa’s Time STHTT^ 5m f^:^, — 

How many people reading this verse from the Meghaduta 
have ever paused to fix the date of Kalidasa, I wonder' To thore m 
the north, the computation of Kalidasa who perhaps belonged to 
Malwa would not create any difficulty but to those in the South whose 
months end with Amavasya — ^not Poormma as m the north “Asha- 
dhasya prathama divas’ falls fifteen days later Today is the 27th 
of May— that is Jyeshta Sud Panchami for the south, ecnd^ Ashadhasya 
prathama divas” is still 25 days ahead whereas to the North it is only 
10 days aJiead 

Revenue Officers 

In U P the Executive Heads of Districts are called Dy Commis- 
sioners m Oudh and Collectors in the Agra Provmce Wherever there 
are Scheduled Districts (non-regulation) the executive head is a Dy. 
Commissioner, in regulation distnct, he is called a Collector In 
Madras they are all Collectors In Mysore, they are all Dy Commis- 
sioneis In Bombay, they are Collectors In XJ P the officer over 
the Patwaris is a Kanungo so also in Bengal but on account of) Per- 
manent Settlement in Bengal his jurisdiction is wider, hfs pay is larger. 
In Utkal also you have the Kanungo who takes place of the Revenue 
Inspector of South India 

English Servants and English Women 

To us in India who are accustomed to see the Englishman engage 
the Indian as a servant for every kind of service, the spectacle of an 
English porter carrying boxes at the Railway station, an English 
servant carrying the Indian passenger’s chamber pot and commode 
on board the steamei, the Enghshman carrying bricks on his back 
and cement imder his arm and conveymg loads from place to place 
— ^look all quite strange And even more strange Is the sight of art 
English woman openly quarrelhng with an Englishman who is a co- 
tenant with her m the same hqpse and calling him names, laying 
accusations against him and unjustly claiming compensation for loss 
of property iu a house breakmg and theft This quarrel amongst 
women is not rare even amongst the highest circles as when the wives 
of a Commissioner of a division and of the Judge of a Eigh Court are 
arrayed against each^other as m a case 

. (See behind Maxwell vs Broomfield) p 264. 
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Sodo Iaw 

IMflerent jjarta ol India ar© goTeaned bj dlflerent sTstema ol Hindu 
law South India t^nfi greater part* of Utkal aa well as U P follow 
the Mltakahara Bombay »Bitayukha, and Bengal— Dayabhaga. Areas 
In Utkal which hyphenate Utkal with Bengal follow some, Mltakahara 
some Dayabhaga 


The Kitten 

’^e loss of a mother la a calamity to any child— more so to a 
kitten knows no father Ihe orphan kitten becomes an object 
of universal sympathy but here opinion was divided* One section — 
a small wing favour Its expulsion. That would be a good riddance 
as Its sorrows would no mcsu engage onr sympathies. But the majo- 
rity were for keeping It. Let It not be thought that there was a formal 
sitting of the cammlttee As usual the sense la as certain and that 
too not formally nor methodically The view and attitude are either 
openly disclosed In the course of casual canversatlons or casual re- 
marks on the conduct and attitude of those who may have cherished 
an Intense rttAiikpi for the poor little creature Anyway to make a 
long story abort, the kitten Is retained but to meet the wishes of those 
that abominated or dreaded Its presem^e. It was told off to the other 
row 

In spite of varying opinions, the kitten became an object of close 
attention and even affeotionate endearment In the ereninga. Borne- 
one took a fancy to leave It on the height of a neem tree* It enjoyed 
the Joke and began to fiimb up and up to the softest tendril but was 
imaUe to come down. In fact It was almost lying suspended by Its 
claws and express Its misery by mewing. A child In distress even at 
home Is a source of unmlxed pleasure to some. In fact this provokes 
the child to cry and assume those contortions of Ups and raising of 
cheeks and closing of eyelids which prore highly fascinating to a 
brother or uncle but greatly distress the mother Even so the Idio- 
syncrasies of some in their demonstrativeness did not please others, 
but both were equally lovingly Inclined* The climbing of the tree 
became a dally practice Prior to that for a few minutes the kitten 
was swung in a stoall volunteer*! handbag and the kitten enjoyed the 
sport though to the onlooker It looked perilously near being cruel. 
Once the kitten was on the tree It soon Isamt to eitmh down as it 
had leamt to clhnb up and depended no more upon the favour of 
onlookers below for Its coming down. Quite a gathering greeted its 
tricks and Jumps and sported with It, by flying thetr kercbUtf on to 
Its grasp keeping It tantalised. Every evening this feline sport became 
a regular programme and a call went forth to all those that were 
devoted and demonstrative to the kitten to gather imder the branches 
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of the now celebrated neem (trfe) Thus was time spent in a playful 
way m this and F'ort ‘ 

C 

Another fine aspect of the master was that when any one did not 
relish the kitten couung near him, he would threaten the fellow by 
throwing a pebble at it or makmg a noise or stampmg his foot all of 
which it would honestly mterpret — as mvitation to play and the httle 
fellow would pose and pounce and jump and romp on to the very feet 
of its opponent — ^much to his discomfiture and disgust 

<9 

Did Ton Happen to Know That — 

Cotton m such natural colours as black, red and green has been 
raised on Soviet experimental farms 

* * * 

Over 6,000 doctors in Holland have temporarily given up their 
work rather than submit to compulsory membership in a Nazi medical 
organisation 


* * * 

Beeswax is used as a protective coating for practically all types 
of ammumtion because it neither expands in tropical heat nor cracks 
m extreme cold 


* * * 

Ratiomng and reduction of the rubber content of tyres have 
saved Great Bntam, on civilian tyres alone dunng the past year,, 
the rubber equivalent of 700,000 giant tyres 

* * * 

American planes have synchronised bomb-release mechanisms so 
that the bombs can be 'photographed at every stage oij their fight and 
by means of flash bomb the target is illuminated at the precise 
moment they strike 

* * * * 

Ovei 1,500 Indian doctors aad physicians legularly receive a 
scientific medical newsletter distributed by the U S O WJ 

t * o * ^ * 

c 

Average torpedo weighs, 3,000 pounds, contams 5,000 parts and 
costs Rs 40,000 

‘ * 
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Battleship* of the U S. Navy ore named for state* crolscrs for 
cities and territories destro>-er« for tfneers and men of the Navy 
•tatcanen lilvcntor* and former Syretartes of the Navy submarines 
for fl^h and other denizens of the deep and aircraft carrier* for 
battles and famous Early* American ships. 


Reduced size and thickness of bus and tram tickets In London 
dlc^lshes paper comumpUon by COO tons annually 


Post war passencer planes will carry 100 pertons travel 300 miles 
per hour have telephone ond telecmph communications to the 
enjund Individual compartments, a la eerie meals. 

— (UBOWX) 


Toca 

Day bj day the Weitem Scientists arc comlnr to rceofmlze tho 
eternal verities of yoga ond correlate It to Physiology and Sdcnco 
on erne side and Philosophy and ReUcton on the other ITatha Yoca 
is the Yoga of power over the body while Raja Yo^a Is the Yotra of 
development of eonseloasness which It Is said stands in the same ra 
UUre podtlon to the mind os Hatha \oca docs to the body Thus 
Yoga of body control also confers on the Yocl the capacity to over- 
come pain Dr Kennette Walker rjuctcs well outhentlealed eases of 
masters of Hatha Voija who have pained such control over vital pro- 
cesses that they have been able to pass Into a stale of suspended 
animation reicmbUn? that of o hlbematlnr animal A famous In 
fiance of this was Sadhu Haiidas who Is recorded to have been burled 
for 4 month- under the supervision of the Maharaja of Lahore early 
In the last century and to have been disinterred olive The Yogi was 
sealed In a chest by the Maharaja then buried ond barley reeds sown 
over his prave which was enclosed by a wallmnd guarded night and 
day by sentries. On the day of Internment the Yogis face was shaved 
and it Is reported that when dlrinlerred his face was still smooth Indl 
eating that grov.'th had been suspended. It Is InteretUng to recall 
that the pituitary gland Is believed to exercise control over tho phe 
nomenon oC hibernation 

Cas^lno 

Casslno was at last destroyed. It might have been built only In 
the 17th century so was St Patils. IJut thu* crypt Is andcnt»and so Is 
the traditional coll of St Benedict It had associations which mado 
It unique In the history of Christian clvUlzr^tlon From this crndlo 
radiated the creative and conserving Inllneneea of the BcnedlcUno 
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order, the 1st guardian of culture in the darker period of middle ages 
Here too was its library rich in priceless manuscripts < 

c 

c 

On Matter Military , 

It 15 strange how phenomenal is the ignorance of the average 
Indian graduate. Civil Official and politician regardmg elementary 
facts pertaining to military administration Let alone points relating 
to strategy and tactics, Martial Law and Court Martial We do not 
Imow the way to distmguish from dress and decorations a seccJhd 
lieutenant from a Field Marshal except perhaps by the disparity of 
age between the raw youth and the seasoned lieutenant 


We may begm a study of these details appropriately with the non- 
commissioned officers They are — 


Lance Corporal 
Corporal 

Sergeant Havildar 
Sergeant Major 


1 stripe 

2 stripes 

3 stripes 

3 stripes and a crown 


Senior sergeant major in a company is a company sergeant 
Major 3 stnpes plus crown plus a bangle (metal) 

round wrist 


These are known as Warrant officers, midWay between Commis- 
sioned officers and above group 

A Second Lieutenant has on his coat one star 

1st Lieutenant 2 stars 

Captam 3 stars 

Major . Crown 

Lieutenant Colonel .... Star at bottom and 

crown at top 

Full Colonel 2 stars and a crown 

Brigadier ‘ 3 stars and a crown 


Full colonel and above wear two reds on either side of the sternum 
and on the cap 

Major General a sword and a baton cross 

and a crown 

Lt General * Sword and a baton and 

a star (no crown). 

Field Marshall © Baton and Sword 

Field Marshall never retires He can only die l^e draws his 
pay till death iJ’ield Marshall Birdwood dead and Chetwood 
alive, Cassels was a Lieutenant GeneraJ Wavell is a Field 
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MarvhalL Does h« 
pap as wen? 

) 

Major General 
Lt. General 
Fun General 

» 

J*aty 

In the navy you have 

L The Caijtaln of the ship or 

1 The Captain and 

2. The Commander in which case the Commander is responsible 
lor the voyoffe whUe the Captain supervises 

3 Above the Commander Is the Commodore and over him 

4. The Rear Vice Admiral 

6 then The Vice Admiml and 

6 The Admiral 

There Is none corresponding to Field Marahan. 

Air Force 

you have the Flying OfOccr 

FUot OflClcer (1 aeroplane) 

Flight Lieutenant (3 planes) 

Bquadron leader and (20 planes) 

Wing Commander 
Group Commander 
Air Vice ManthaQ 
Air Chief Marshall 
Air Marahall 

In the Indian army Commander ot a Division Is a Major General 
Commander of a Corps is Lieutenant General Commander of a whole 
Army Is General Commander Brigadier Is Commander ot a Brigade 
3 or 4/)00 men with all anna. There are 3 brigades In a division, 
3 Divlalons In a corps Ut varies) On the Indo-Bunna border they 
don't talk of corps but speah of on army unit 14th army The 
14th army in Burma has 3 divislops scattered. 

2nd Lieutenant’s average life on the field la the last war was 6 
days. The chances of the Insurer were very few in the last war 
That was because Haig rushed his find lieutenant agalnsif TTtafth<nft 
guns. Now there are tanks and ambulance aeroplanea which carry 
the wounded quickly But the weapotis now are more lethal In the 
last war mortality wof 1 to 4 amongst wounded now it 1» half arirt h«if- 
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You have Lieutenant 
Captain 
Major 
Lt Colonel 

Colonel 

Major General 
Lt General 


In the I.M.S. 

t 


Period of servlqe 

‘ 1 year 

< 3 years 

10 years. 

Later promotion depends upon 
ability and also on wire pulling 


C’ 


Why after the Colonel the Major General comes and then the 
Lt General mstead of the Lt General being the lower and the Major 
General bemg the higher passes imderstanding and no officer has been 
able to explain this to me, or why the Captain General has disap- 
peared from the heirarchy 


A Badshah was going along the roads in the town with all pomp 
and circumstance and a certain person was standing by without 
salammg him He was ordered to be arrested and the poor father of 
the ‘oflender’ havmg learnt the news of the son’s arrest sent his 
brother to the Badshah to enquire what was the matter He was told 
the reason whereon he said, "what the hell did this fellow mean by not 
salammg the Badshah'? He might have salamed him and his paunch 
foi which he too was detained The father himself went to the Vazir 
in person and having enquired about the arrest of both his sons, said, 
“why did they not salam? the Badshah and his paunch go to blazes 
— for which the father also was arrested Tlien came the turn of the 
mother to enquire and she went to the Vazir and having learnt the 
facts of the case, cried out in fury, “what the devil did the father 
and his two sons mean’ Neither the Badshah noi his paimch can 
go to the blazes They cannot be cremated but must be buried This 
led to her detention as well and ultimately to the dawning of wisdom 
on the Badshah and the release of! the intractable four 


Dwadashi and Devadasi 

It has become almost a rule to count the day of the fortnight in 
expectation of the full moon in the Shukla paJcsha and m diead of 
the new moon m the Ki ishna paksKa Luckily, I have a Telugu Pan- 
changa (Calendar) which gives the Tithis with the date and tomght 
I have stated it is Dwadasi looking at the moon over head “What 
has the nioon to do with l5ie Dancmg Girl?” asked our Major (Colo- 
nel) at once I looked surprised, and he explained does not that word 
mean that’ Then it oc&urred to me that he was thmkmg of the word 
Deva dasi when I said the Tithi was DioadasP Now we can 
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reallge how when we leam other lai^guage the sUghteat variation of 
emphasla a world of difference 

Govenynental Waste (5 — 6—44) 

At last my letter home of the May 1944 was delivered In the- 
envelope I had enclosed It In, For the 21 months the Botabay 
Governments practice has been to receive onr outgoing letters, throw 
away the envelopes, enclose the letters after being duly censored In 
Irish envelopes and send them to the addressees and vice versa We are 
aAowed to write 2 letters a weeh Le 104 letters a year and here we are 
twelve We have written In one year 104 x 12=12fi0 letters In round 
numbers and received twice as many since we can receive 4 letters 
a week against the two sent The Incoming mail Involves 2,600 en 
velopcs Altogether In a year 1260 plus 2600 or 3 750 envelopes have- 
been used up extra by r>^aT^g^ng the one originally used. In 21 months 
It will be 6 476. Then in 21 months 0 475 env6loj>es have been wasted 
by Government apart from the waste of Ink and pen and labour In 
volved In re-writlng addresses. Only on one occasion have we receiv- 
ed letters without envelopes. What should one say to thin reckless — 
one had almost said criminal waste In view of wax scarcity and Gov- 
ernment responsibllltyl 

Adieu Sparrowf (6 — 6 — 44) 

With today I believe I can conclude these references to the spar 
row life. The yoxmg ones have come down today from their neat. 
They were conceived on the 23th April. These 86 days are consumed 
In ccnceptlon, delivery and Incubatlan and growth. The young ones 
are full fledged. Ihe mother and one of them fly on to the rim of 
the Tribune which Sardar Is reading In my room next to mel The 
father and the mother watch the young ones Jumping from the floor 
to the easy chair Its bottom. Its arms and Its top with visible emotion 
Indicated by the upraised tall and drooping wings and restless move- 
ments of the parents I do not hope to catcji a glimpse oft the yoxmg 
ones frxun this evening for they win hare obtained the key of free- 
dom and learnt to pick their own food and fly Into the Heavens. It 
Is thxis that freedom Is deserved and not by a cocadltlon beforehand 
that they should fly before they are let oft 

Dbtxlst Courts 

In UP the Ministerial Head of the Conectoris (or Deputy Com- 
missioner’s office) Is called a shlrastedar, so Is he In Madras, In 
Madras th^ Ministerial bead of the District and Sessions Jtdlge’s OfClee 
is also called by the ■Rm^ name In U F however though there Is a 
ahlTBStedar In the District Judges Court be Is next In rank to the 
ministerial bead w^ la called 'Mxmssarim which means Tnsenon 
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Karnewalla (lie who makes arrangement) Shzrasta means ‘nature 
or arrangement’ Then there is Peshkar who piesents papers to the 
Judge In Bombay the Shirdasted?r does the presenting^ and takes 
down depositions bu Gujarati In Delhi and^ Bombay the Ministerial 
head is called the Shirastedar as in the South. There are of) course 
translators in the South and interpreters in the North (Dubhashi). 

As Seen by Others 

It IS always mterestmg for one to know others estimates of oneself 
and m a 3 ail one has only the sepoys (warders) the attendants (com- 
mon prisoners) and the Jail ofiScials to make such estimates Here 
the number of attendants is about 12 of whom 4 or 5 come into close 
contact with the members of the Workmg Committee The following 
estimate by them, weird as it looks, is worth while recording They 
consider barristers the biggest of all people and are of opinion that 
the rooms are assigned, regard bemg had to this aspect of the matter. 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s is the first room commg from North to 
South Then come Maulana, Asaf Ali, Jawaharlal, and Dr Syed Ma- 
hamud “All are big barristers” including the Maulana! But why is it, 
they ask themselves that he never talks English if he is a Barrister? 
Next IS Pantjee He is a High Court Vakil — not a barrister but Vakil 
of the High Court Dr Ghosh and Dr Pattabhi — are they medical 
doctors or doctors of Sahitya they intelligently inquire Of Shanker- 
rao they have not much doubt for he never wears a shirt or shaves 
his beard, nor maintams English crop, nor even wears a 
Dhoti as n Grihastha does Acharya Kripalani and Acharya 
Narendra Deo are obviously Acharyas or Professors — ^they know, and 
they know Mehtab Babu as a big Zamindar 

Gaya and Pandas 

From all over the country pilgrims gather m Gaya to offer Pin- 
dams to their Pitrus But the Brahmans that sit as BhooTctas at 
thfe Shraddha ceremonies, enjoy a bad repute that they assist at more 
than one ceremony Even if it were true, the offence would be quite 
a vernal one compared to the fact that they are not strict vegetarians 
The Pancha Gowda are the Saraswats, Kanyakubjas, Vangas, Kalin- 
gas and Maithills These have no objection to eating meat but they 
don’t eat eggs Have the Pancha Dravldas who don’t eat meat or 
eggs ever pondered over this situaticn? 

*Khan Khanan Mu^ Abdnr Rahman’ 

The above was one of •the Dprbarls m Akbaifs Court He was 
warrior, statesman and poet But it is as poet that his naiie endures 
He was a fine Hindi po^t That is the particular point about his 
talents * 
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Anecdotes of Eb&n KhaTian Mlm Abdor lUiCTiaTi 
It was the time of Jehangtr ']^ King waa displeased with a 
Bhatt and'hrdored that he ahonld be tramidod -under the foot of an 
elephant That Bhatt who was wit of the Court said "Why an elephant, 
your Majesty a rat Is enough for me to trample me -under foot. If 
It Is a big personage Uhe the Khan Khanan, an elephant -would be 
necessary " Jehanglr was pleased and looked at Khan TChfltinrt. The 
latter ordered rkh dresses and presents be glren to the Bhatt. 

* Oonqner Surnem 

It was stated that every day the sun rides his victorious horses 
and goes behind the Bumeru Mhtmtaln when he sets Ihe Bhatt 
prayed that the Khan Khanan should conquer the Bumeru so that 
the sun might never set. 


The Bhatt^ age 

The Bhatt was asked how old he was and when he told he was 
SB the Khan Khanan said It must be 100 years for you and I grant 
Rs. 6/ a day as long os you are alive, ihe whole amount was cal 
culated and paid down to the Bhatt. 

(The amount would be 100 — 86 or 04 yeara x SOS x fi=G4 x 1828 
5=roughly Rs. 14(5,800) 

&e« or Own 

A person stated to the Khan ghanan that he bad never seem a 
lakh of rupees In coin and was eager to see the heap Khan iQiimfln 
caused a inich of rupees In coin and the man expressed his thanini 

to the Khftn TThanan "BUt" OSked TThanan “why thanV me 

for seeing the heap Thank me for giving It to you • And so he gave 

hhn thw -laVVi 


The Two Bisters 

One day Khan Khanan got -word that a certain person -who des- 
crlbea himself as hla Bam Zulf (wlfes sister's husband) wanted to 
see him. "Bring him in" said the Khan wiiannn being pusled as to 
who he would be. He entered and cleared the point. He said that 
Samportl (Prosperity) and Vipoftf (Adversity) are sisters and that 
while Khan Khanan was the former's lord, he -was the latter's hus- 
band. Thus It -was they were Bapi Zulfs The poor beggar got plenty 
of presents. 


Gold for Iroi^ 

One day a shot pierced through tbs thigh of Khfin Tn^anon 
the man who had fired the shot -was arrested. The THian Tnianon 
said that he most be released and given as much goh^ as th« shot for 
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it would be said that when the baser metal touched his flesh it be- 
came gold 

A Lakit a day 

There is a Peisian saying that whenever a generous man dhmps 
whether on a hill or on a plam, he pitches his tents and holds his 
durhar One day Khan Khanan received a Fakir and gave him a 
lakh of rupees That way the /afcir came on seven occasions and 
got seven lakhs of rupees at each of the relays m the journey On 
the 8th he did not turn up and Khan Khanan was hard put to it^to 
And the man saying “on the day I started on the journey I put by 
21 lakhs for the 27 manzils ” 


Adopt Me 

A young and beautiful woman who was m love with Khan Khanan 
sent word through an old woman to Khan Khanan that she desired 
a son like him with the eyes, the tongue, the arms and the shoulders 
of Royalty Khan Khanan replied and said “it may be that I shall 
marry her but not beget a child, that even if a child is bom it may 
not be a son and even if it be a son, it may not have all the traits 
visualized by the woman Why not adopt myself as the son and I 
shall brmg with me grandchildren!" 

Life or Money 

One day a certam person brought a letter in which the writei 
said “O Khan Khanan, I have a beloved who is the very image of 
Chinese Beauty Did she ask for my life I would give it But she 
wants money" And the Khan Khanan asked what she wanted. “A 
lakh of rupees” was the reply “Then give hun Savalakh ilVi lakhs 
of rupees)” was the response 

Gold for Clay 

Some one threw on the Khan Khanan a sod of earth while he 
was movmg m a procession Khan Khanan said “give him Rs 1,000” 
The courtiers objected but Khan Khanan replied “If a man flmgs 
a stone at a tree, he gets a fruit And by flmgmg a sod of earth at 
me, he must get somethmg in reward Must not he’” 

Lips or Feet 

One day a pamtmg was brought*" to Khan Khanan representmg a 
woman m the sittmg posture drymg her hair after a bath and with 
a smile or\ the hps KhantKhanan was very pleased with the paint- 
ing and ordered Rs 5,000 to be p5id to the pamter But <the painter 
asked Klhan Khanan what it was m appreciation of which he had so 
generously sanctioned the reward ichan Khanan pointed to the 
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face and tlie Ups Then the painter Invited his attention to the feet 
■which were; being nibbed gently in thh soles by a pumice stone which 
was tlckUng her hence the smlle^ The Khan Khan an was mightily 
pleas^ and said he deserved 0 lal^ of rupees. 

PhUosopheFf stone 

An old woman was carrying an Iron (calce) pan on her shoulder 
and happened to graze against Khan Khanan who was going In a 
procession. When the servants were about to arrest her KhfiT^ 
Trhjmfln intervened and ordered as much gold as the pan weighed* 
be given ber He further explained that there was a tmdlOrmal 
belief that the bodies of Kings and great men were Ulce the Philoso- 
pher's stone that would convert baser metals into gold. Hence the 
reward. 


The two nails 

Once a certain young man fnQ of animation and spirits and with 
a style and show came to Khan Khanan seeldng senriee. He had 
two nails in his turban and when asked to explain said that one of 
them was for the master that employed him and might not pay hhn 
his salary The other was for himself if taking the salary he did 
not serve his master aright Khan Khanan asked bis age and also 
asked what his expectancy of life was in his own estimation. BIhan 
Khanan himself fixed It at IfiO and gave orders that the man s salary 
at Hs. 6/ a day for the balance of his age be paid away to him at 
once ( urika tai^hwa bebaq karo ) and saying this he told the young 
man how take away the first of those naUs and use the seco^** 

The long lost fausband 

Ral Singh of Jhela was going to his marriage When he paned 
through Cutch, Jessa Raja obstructed the processlxm fuid asked thni-. 
the Tiapara should be stopped and offered two alternatives, — either 
that the party should go back or that they should fight. Ihe party 
chose the latter course Uany people fell fn the battle ann their 
wives committed Soft The Rajas brother died and having lost all 
his party the Raja himself was given up for dead. He was picked 
up by a Yogi, cured and himself became the Yogi s chela. His new 
wife had not committed, however Salt like the other wives. After 
years, the Yogi with his chela chanced to be seen by the Khan Kharinn 
who hearing the story took them to Akbaris court And Akbar having 
heard the whole tale ordered the Rajas (chela’s) kingdom to be res 
toted to him. When therealiter he went back to his place^ he found 
his newly wedded Rani alive and ll was a happy and unexpected 
meeting of husband and wife after years of separation the rigours 
of which had been aggravated by absence of aH hope of reunion. 


!87 



( 


FEATHERS & STONES 


The drop of honour 

When Khan Khanan was going in a procession he saw a young 
man subvertmg a bottle which contained only a drop of oil and the 
Khan Khanan said he has a drop of honouij^ (‘abru ka ek boondJ) and 
he has saved it 

Vegetarianism and Gujarat 

Most of the Gujaratis — ^Parsis and Mussalmans excepted, are 
vegetarians It is unusual to have a whole tract oB country wedded 
to such a principle The people are mostly Jains and Vaishnavftes 
As Hmdus they are the followers of Swami Narayana or Vallabha- 
charya Elsewhere it is the castes that are vegetarian or non-vege- 
tanan (ie meat eating) In Gujarat, however, it is otherwise and 
one must salute Gujarat with upraised hands 

Jeep 

The war has brought new inventions and discoveries The jeep 
and the Hehcoptre belong to the former category The Helicoptre 
descends vertically from the air, pauses for a couple of minutes at 
man’s speaking level, allows a conversation and flies up vertically 
The jeep cuts its way on any ground It is now a motor and now (in 
a quarter of hour’s adjustment) a rail car which can travel on rails 
locating bombs by the side of the railway 

The Python and the Tiger 

A tiger is known for its agility, flerceness and strength A python 
is known for its slow, slumbermg, slovenly characteristics But in a 
fight between the two, the python has won It happened this way 
Seeing a big pjdihon — hardly mobile, the tiger took it into its head 
to attack it and the pjdhon nothing daunted and with its pride 
offended, gently wound its tail as the tiger was attacking it leisurely,, 
round one of the hind legs of the tiger and after two or three rounds 
extended the tail to the other leg all the while coiling itself into a 
big disc underneath which it hid its head. This operation it con- 
tinued with its tail, all the while, head unseen — ^until the tiger’s hind 
legs were followed by the tiger’s back — to be caught up in the wind- 
ings, making the tiger powerless and at this stage the python began 
to crush the tiger’s body And the curtam fell on the scene in the 
cmema 

Sanskrit and Provincial Languages 

p 

We have seen how the same sansknt word taken into the pro- 
vmcial languages is made to mean different things in different areas 
Here are tmore examples cf the observation 

Santapa means in Sansknt anguish — omental agoify But m 
Maliarashtra it means qnger — not so m Bengali or Telugu where the 
ongmal meaning continued Raga is another word which means 
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attachment and love, but la made to mean anger In Bengali, Utkal 
and Mabasaahtnu This la a real difficulty In learning Hindi 
Adnltery-2no offence! 

U la said that only In India la adultery a crime punishable In 
Law There was a prosecution for adultery years ago before a Magla 
tmte who was an LOB and Chukkerburtty by name. He was not 
quite a prphlhltlonist nor a temperancewallah and when the Defence 
Counsel was proceeding with the d efence he was too alert. The 
Stdrestedar as usual In the court played the port of Magistrate tak 
Ing down deposlUona, asking questions. Interrupting counsel and 
noting points. The Defence Counsel bound up his pai)eTS and pre- 
pared to quit saying come here to argue my client's case betore the 
Magistrate and not before his Shlrestedar'* The Magistrate mumbled 
an apology and requested the Counsel to proceed but soon history 
repeated Itself and the Magistrate once again woke up and this timfl 
argued with the Defence CounscL What Is this case? How Is adul 
wcry a crime? Nowhere In the civilised world is it so. Why Is it so 
In India? Nonsense your client la acquitted. Then came the real 
difficulty When the Counsel and the client cleared out of the Court 
premises, the Shtrestedor rushed to the Cou ns el and salaamed h<Tn. 
*TVhat is the matter" asked the counsel, "it Is alright Sir for you 
to get an acquittal but how am I to write the Judgment?” 

The wMowed sparrow— (27 44) 

1 thought I bad done with the sparrow but a new couple which 
was setting up a borne met with a serious reverse One day when I 
returned from the dining room at 7-30 aun. after Chotta Hoirl, I found 
nothing noticeable opposite my gate I put the fan on and began 
spinning when within another 0 a friend that come from the din 
Ing room and was passing my room drew my attention to the pro- 
strate carcase of the male sparrow lying in the supine position, 
motionless — dead. Opposite the doorway another friend wondered 
whether the kitten could have played foul with the bird but I had 
no doubt It was bit by the vane of the electric punXha end forthwith 
was flung dead. This Is the third accident The first was a min or 
one and the sparrow after a while flew The second was hit on the 
wing and was disabled and we lost sight of It The i)oor widow was 
screeching for a while having no Idea of Its bereavement then lay 
on the ffunkTia coupling almost shunned and then disappeared After 
4 days. It has reappeared today with a husband looking rather old 
and unromantic. The poor widow could not bargain for a sprightly 
spouse much less for the romance lnQl<}en*ial to such a liaising 
> She became a widow again — (28-6-44) 

When I wrote the last few paragraphs, I little knew that this 
newly married widow hod a second widowhood in store for her At 
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10-30 am today, I heard two sounds m succession in my room,— 
one a twang (metalhc) and the other a thud The vane of the moving 
‘punkha hit the new bridegroom onr the head and it fell &ead behind 
a chair Even as we spotted the dead bir^, down came his spouse 
and at once she went into a stunned and shocked state Apparently, 
she was watchmg the accident and she sat beside the corpse for more 
than half an hour— motionless and mourning silently until the dead 
body was removed 

Kittens and the Mongoose tv 

The Kitten has become a settled inmate It has its amusements 
which are also ours Every day after its feed at 7-30 a m and 4 p.m 
it is brought and placed upon the purlins of the verandah At first 
It felt nervous and became querulous After a couple of days, it 
leamt to jump the 7 ft of height or depth Later it is accustomed 
to the trick and sleeps quietly on the 5” broad beam The next sport 
IS to flmg it on to the tiles of the verandah It positively likes the 
feat and roams about the roof as it pleases and jumps down some- 
where For the past four days it has cultivated the habit of running 
away outside the premises and playmg with the mongoose tribe in 
the outer compound and affording considerable entertainment to the 
waiders (sepoys) and the common pnsoners who go out on some 
duty or another. 

Childish— (3-7-’44) 

'ChUdish’ or ‘kittemsh’ both mean the same thmg when you are 
describing the sportive pranks of the kitten in the Jail The frolic 
of putting it on the tiles of the verandah has had this evenmg an 
unexpected sequel The fellow straight climbed up to the terrace, 
jumped on to the big neem tree that overhangs the terrace and 
climbed up its branches almost to the last tendril where the birds 
were perched for the mght Friends got nervous supposmg it leapt 
on to a bird and lost hold and fell down Supposmg it does not climb 
dovm the whole night The anxiety spread all over the house, 
detenus, sepoys, prisoners and officers — ^all gathered under the tree 
At last the familiar voice of Shankerrao who has the portfolio of 
feeding the kitten, acted like a charm. The milk time too is approach- 
mg It is 7 pm But what is milk compared! to prey’ Anyway the 
chap came down to the verandah but would not jump to the ground 
Tlien came the man who would give it meat and he from the ground, 
led the kitten on the verandah al9ng its whole length of 100 yards 
to the pantry area, where after a httle coaxing, it jumped from on 
my palm to my shoulders and the adventure of the evening perilously 
near a tragedy, ended luokily as a comedy. 

Widow and Virgin ^ 

The sparrow again ^ the little sparrow, the female sparrow, the 
twice vidowed sparrow began to draw suitors from the morrow of 
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her second spouses death (by pwikha accident) On the first day 
two male sparrows horered round ^ler and fought each other the 
■whole day' with herself as an Interested spectator Next day It was 
a mjde sparrow and a female sparrow With the latter this seasoned 
widow had Its fearful Audits plucking lt« feathers, hitting It, pecking 
It and both fell upon my back. 

That was something! 

The male sparrow all the while remained an Interested siMcta- 
t<Jr On the third day fire males entered and had a furious fight which 
was short and swift, they ttien dispersed, only one remaining. The 
theory of this wooing is Interesting I had heard and have now 

verified the fact that usually it Is the male that wooes the female 

not only by the dh5>lay of Its coloured feathers bnt by Its Hnnr^ng 
and wins her by showing the ready made nest If the female Is saUs- 
fled after inspection which we can watch and verify — ^weH nnH good. 
But as In the present case where a widow and that, not a rMid 
'^^ow, — wooes, she shows her ready made nest to the new suitor and 
If the latter Is satisfied well and good. All Is well Thus five days 
have elapsed since the widowhood set In and In this period of leas 
than a week, a new assortment had taken place I have decided not 
to run the punkha so as to avoid further Urd slaughter and mlsaiy^ 
Batnaglri and Satara 

T^ citiee are fed by the Districts so far as servant gappbr la 
concerned. Calcutta s servants come from Utkal and clerks from 
Behar and durwans from tTJ* In Bombay they come from Batara 
and BatnagtrL But there Is a difference. All servants do not do all 
kinds of service For instance the Batara man does not make a bed, 
does not wash womens clothes and does not touch Jutha vessels 
The Ratnaglrl man does these things unhesitatingly The ex- 

perience Is doubtless met ■with In other provinces. The TTrlya bar- 
bers who have spread far and wide In the Telugu country are highly 
serrlceabe and are specialists In oil baths' and are on the whole most 
tr ustwo r t hy In Andhra Desa. many servants do not wash clothes 
or siiread beds. Caste Is an exacting sodal factor and Is public 
opinion embodied. 

Flowers and Worship 

It la all right for the gospels to preach the worship of God In 
siitrlt and Truth but through th€» Messiah. The Quoran also preaches 
divine worship In spirit but throu^ the Prophet. In incHn. it la 
open for every one to select his or her own form of worship or decide 
upon no worship But commonly the Idoi'ls worshipped aild worship 
ped with flJwers. What flowers must be •used or may be la definitely 
prescribed and which flowers for which go<i or goddess. In Bengal 
it seems sweet scented flowers are forbidden for purposes of warship 
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The lotus, however, is used for worshipping Kah Yet malli imogra or 
jasmine), rose, ‘champak’ and ‘gandharaj’ are forbidden ‘Hazari (Man- 
gold) or ‘Banti’ (Telugu) is allowed ^ In Maharashtra no sUch restnc- 
non prevails nor in Gujerat nor in Andhra though in Andhra T^aZZz 
IS prohibited Apparently scented flowers ^re forbidden in Bengal 
because they might have been smelt by people while on the tree or 
on the creeper at close quarters All flowers which have been smelt 
are taboo for worship everywhere 

Primitive or Civilized 

(a) .Watches 

One day it was remarked that the beU for morning coffee was. 
given a mmute too soon I said I saw nothing amiss that day as I 
had spim my usual three slivers after the military bugle and that 
was the usual quantum spun in between the bugle and the beU. This 
gave rise to an observation that my standard was a primitive one, 
particularly untenable m modem times to which I said THAT IN 
TIMES WHEN NOT EVEN ONE IN FIVE HUNDRED had a watch, it 
was perhaps well to be primitive I got a retort at once that even 
if it was one m ten thousand, a man must be modem and try to 
lead his fellow men along modem paths of progress and civilizakon. 
But what if the watch or the time-piece did not keep correct time? 
I asked The matter ended but as if by a curse, from that day for- 
ward the time-piece began to lose 4’ a day while another watch began 
to gam V a day There was an ever increasmg gap between not only 
the bugle and the bell but one watch and another, the watches in 
the Fort and the time given by the Telegraph oflQce and the Post 
Office It was, therefore, decided to correct a minute for each of 
the four bells given m the day But that would only correct the 
previous day’s loss What about that day's and next day’s? I felt 
more and more convinced that my primitive criterion was not alto- 
gether so hopeless as the correctmg of watches and time-pieces 
thuswise for I have always held that people that possessed watches 
and motor cars were tt^ey that missed trains 
(b) Thermoflasks. ^ 

Again there is the Isola or the Thermoflask How does milk 
fare when stored in the night for the morning coffee? On several 
occasions, I had noticed coffee prepared at night and stored m it,, 
showing curdhng of the milk content apart from the question of 
cooling down This was seriously questioned and it was said that 
to clean an Isola was quite easy But every one must learn by his 
own experience if one could leam at aH In less than 10 days rnilk 
stored in it overnight ‘broke’ an^ became useless for morning tea.. 
It IS thus that scientific mventions become complicati6ns in' life.. 
An electric coffee kettle Jasted three months but cost Rs 95 — a rupee 
a day Another small electric kettle costing Rs. 10 or 12, when sent 
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loT rei>alr8 came back with a bUl trf Rs. 18. So often the tumonr 
ia heavier jthan the subject that suJIerB from It. 

Mr Elmhurst Is a rich Englfshman who also has a richer wife. 
It thetr pleasure to ipend the money on experiments that TnaVn 
for the progress of culture They belong to Devonshire and started 
A school where the children are allowed to grow unhampered by 
■this restriction and that. One day a boy of twelve was smoking a 
big dgar and his father went to see him. He continued icmniring 
afid after a little while It occurred to him to his father whether 
his own smoking thuswlse did not irritate him. The father showed 
no emotion or irritation and the son f orthw ith itftiii “ohl it is dls- 
:gustlDg that I should be thus. Bo he threw away the cigar 

Mr Elmhurst has helped the Sri NIketan In the Shanti Nlketan 
with a laboratory and takes a fancy for helping well-chosen young 
men throughout their edocation. 

Indlan Exploitation 

It Is wen known how architects, painters, upholsterers, builders, 
fomlahers haberdashers, musicians anfi motor manufacturers are 
-reco mm end fed by high placed men to princes and zemindars and 
croree of money are thus drained away from India. 

WhEe Lord WOllngdon was the Oovemor of Madras, there was 
A market for the Sunbeam cars— manufactured by Tlsccunt Bnune 
his father tn law When he became Vlcercy wiriman cars were re- 
•commended to the Princes. Birkenhead at the same time fa 

voured the BoDs Royce. But whoso heard of Goremor General's 
Barbers getting Into service in the courts of Nawabs? During Lord 
.Auckland! time (1816-20) on English Barber was barberlng the 
Nawab of Oudh on Rs. 400 a month and additional presents! Is It 
any wander that India should have supplied the finances for the 
Industrial regeneration of England! 

Children and Freedom 

To 1st ohfldren do wbAterer they want ii AE right so long as they 
do not play with fire and water end weapons. To say that a knife 
■with the blade open may be allowed to be handled by a child of 
three Is to take great risks lb allow a child of three to play with 
A bath tub full of water is to risk its death. To watch a f^bfid of 
-three play with fire Is to rl^ a catastrophe. 1 once saw a of 
■three sltiting on the parapet of b weU face bent towards the water 
I>erhaps watching its own reflection with the legs finng ifn g inside 
■the welL The child was saved no doubt by a tpilet manoufirre from 
behind but was that a risk to be >even Remotely countenanced? 

Angarkha and Shefwsnl 

The long coats tight above the waist ibid loose below reaching 
do^n to the knees > buttoned closed up to the nav^ with a closed 
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neck — so graceful in appearance and so vividly bringing out the 
contours of the body is called Angarkha which is really Sanskrit 
word Anga raksha But the origin of the word Sherwam is not 
known Sherwam is in use for almost the rame pattern of codt in 
Hyderabad (Deccan) and must have been so named after one named 
< Sherwam who might have mtroduced the fashion and the pattern. 
Readers may remember the name of the late Tassadduq Sherwani 
of UP, a Bamster-at-Law and an ardent Congressman 

Bepin. Patel on Government’s Economics (14 — 7 — ’44) 

One day m July, Sardar received by post a printed circular of 
two leaves, from his grandson Bepin who had just passed the Matri- 
culation Exammation The circular is an mvitation to all matri- 
culates of the year 1944, to jom certam subordmate posts m the 
Army, Navy and Air force The get-up is excellent and artistic and. 
the names of the officers are — corporal, sergeant. Flight sergeant 
and warrant officer in (the Air Force, the salaries and the grades 
attachmg thereto are all detailed It seems that similar invitation 
circulars were sent to all the matriculates individually by post The 
officer sending them is an ML A, (Central) from Delhi Throughout 
India there would be easily a couple of lakhs of matriculates this 
year and 2 lakhs or more of those mvitations were sent all over 
India Imagme what they should have cost m paper, let alone 
prmtmg and postage! The young matriculate who has received it 
and sent it to his grandfather, suggests that Government’s pur- 
pose would equally have been served if Principals and Head Mas- 
ters had notified the same and added their invitations to the young 
matriculates orally The boy contrasts this wanton waste of paper 
with the deplorable dearth of Text books for students for want of 
paper' On the one side the newsprmt control order created a furore 
amongst the pressmen and on the other, the students were embar- 
rassed for want of text books Yet this unconscionable expendi- 
ture of paper goes on jmchecked or even imcriticized 

Births, Marriages and deaths 

These three go together, sometimes it may be births and deaths 
only The words used have apparently become commonplace and 
so some wag has changed them 



from 


o to 

(1) 

Births 


Yells 

(2) 

c Marriages 

C 

Bells 

(3) 

Deaths 


Knells 


This has encouraged another to fender them into (1) hatches^ 
(2) matches afid (3) despatches ^ 
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How to Blake an Eiderdown at Home 
j (From the lUasirated weekly of India) 

“It U early In the day to t^Ink na for ahead na next winter 
bat maldng on elderdo'.m takes time. Blankets seem them days 
to fan Into three catfrffories— -wickedly expensive Impossibly heavy 
or completely lacking in warmth. So X set to and made on elder- 
down. It costs very little except In time and patience. 

• “Tell the cook to keep an breast leathers and as many more 
suitably small flolTy ones from all table birds— chickens, docks, 
gome and to forth. When you have collected 4-lb of feathers put 
them In a large degchl with 4 os. soda and one gallon of water 
BoH them all np together for half to one hour until oH feathers 
are thoroughly saturated. Set aside to cool In the same water for 
24 hours, then rinse thoroughly drain and wash wen, several times 
11 necessary In soda and wsUer When quite dean spread feathers 
to dry In the sun and leave them for sovcml days. 

Blaterlal and Pattern 

“Meanwhile measure the size of the bed for which you wish to 
make the eiderdown. Downproof material Is not available at pre- 
sent, so buy unbleached calico (not dosuti) It can be bought 
double width so for the average single bed, you need five yards. 
Double this over and seam one side so that two sides are stm open. 
Now decide what pattern you want to make Spread your doubled 
material on floor or table and arm yourself with pencil and ruler 
Bisect the material from north to south and agzdn from cast to 
west, as it were with fine pencil lines, and on them bnso your pat 
tern. In the exact centre pierce a bole through both thicknesses, 
and buttonhole It Next make on elongated dlxunond centred on 
this eyelet bole Machine three and a half sides of the diamond 
and pierce eyelet holes at each comer Then comes the filling 
Pick your feathers literally one by one flufQng out the ones that 
have remained matted after their saturation rejecting any with 
thick shxirp quills, or stripping the feathery parts from the qalBs, 
starting frimi the tip downwards. Ihe diamond tjikp* a surprising 
amount of feathers and patience to fill but stick to it. When sulQ- 
clentiy padded sew up the opening and draw your next pattern, 
leaving eyelet air holes as befbje Proceed thus until the whole 
eiderdown Is completed. Then cover It with thin UTk , chlnti, or 
wbnt you wHl, to match the colour-scheme of the room for which 
It is Intended • — Sidney RaTll. t , 

* nie XTTnah 

The mlnah la a peculiar bird In that the parents take their 
youpg ones longer v^th them than the sparrow Thb parents con- 
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tmue to feed the young ones pven after the latter have learnt to 
•fly The father that refused to share a piece of soft bread with his 
spouse has reserved it for the young one and reached it Into ltd 
mouth r ‘ 


Wa3ib-TJl-Ur7 

This expression means that which muat he 'submitted and is 
the heading in one of the returns that must be submitted by the 
Patwaris in the Punjab villages Really it is a column which ft r- 
nishes the socio-economic information relating to the population 
The Mussulmans following the system of four castes amongst the 
Hindus, have devised four divisions — Syeds, Sheiics, Moghuls and 
Pathans The basis of classification follows no particular standard 
or criterion The Syeds claim descent from three of the Kaliffs 
The Sheiks are the converts in India to Islam Tnc Moghuls and 
Pathans are racial divisions as the names indicate Now the occa- 
sion for this note is the ministerial crisis in Sind uhleh has arisen 
from the Hindu Ministers voting against the Land Alienation BIU 
introduced by a Muslim Minister and likewise, some Muslim Minis- 
ters opposing the Karachi Municipal Reforms Bill sponsored by a 
Hindu Minister Wc are not concerned with the politics of Sind 
But the Land Alienation measure is one like Its fellow in the Pun- 
jab, under which there is a prohibition against sale of land to non- 
agriculturists The question arises then who arc agriculturists and 
who are non-agriculturists? In the Punjab, certain divisions are 
classified this way The Syeds arc agriculturists and the Sheiks are 
non-agriculturists It is a hardship indeed that any one caste should 
be declared as non-agriculturists It may be that many of the con- 
verts to Islam who are known by the name of Sheiks are artisans 
— ^weavers or potters or smiths or carpenters But in India these 
artisans always held land as an auxiliary to their looms or tools 
and such a classification is bad in society Yet there it exists In 
Sind, it IS possible that, a more rational definition will be given 

The sparrows again 

I thought we had the last of these but a strange phenomenon 
has happened One male sparrow died in the electric punkha acci- 
dent in one of the compartments of our rooms In the next com- 
partment, the male sparrow has tWbught fit to practise bigamy and 
has wooed and wedded the widow Of course there was jealousy 
between the two females which, however, time has softened 

C t 

r 

Exit Kitten— (15-7-'44) ‘ 

One day suddenly the kitten was sent out unhonoured, imwept, 
unsung, out oF the premises of our Fort No farewell address ,was 
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g iven became no one knew that It was going In the afternoon 
there wm Shalbcll nJl orer the plaM Friend and foe alike were 
surprised at* the sadden deportose of a companion an object of 
playfjd sport, a source of amusement and cmtertalnmont. Eren 
thw few that had never taken kindly to the feline Intruder coold not 
jeadliy reconcile tbomselvea to Its sudden disappearance. Ihere 
was a pang of so rrow In them that they might have unwillingly 
aerved as the operative cause for Its departure Curiosity at once 
beffan to be roused as to why It was sent and how and whither 
whether It was sent to the veterinary hospital for Its ophthalmia 
whether It would return and why It should have been so uncere- 
moniously got rid of •Tio The eyes were alright. It was only 
an Injury to the eyelid not catarrah of the eyes, said another 
■While conversations were thus continuing one friend said, “Oh for 
the last two days it has been lying in my bed with me How does 
it happen that it was sent away?” This remark and this revelation 
had a telling effect Hostility ceased and even those who did not 
relish the cat melted In sympathy and wished the cat were brought 
In again for his wu the obstetric room and be was the obstetrician 
that had assisted at the birth of the kitten It was therefore decided 
to bring back the kitten from its new abode A sepoy was told off 
to do it The kitten was tied up loosely in a bag of doth and when 
It came Into the Fort premises It escaped, however through the 
opening of the bag and jumped out from the cyde on to the nearest 
place which happened to be the Fort bakery— not a bad resort for 
there was plen^ oC bread and eome meat to boot. 

The Solar Eclipse 

This eclipse was a grand affair on the 20tb July (ID44) We 
-saw the crescent of the sun which almost looked like the BOaJ (or 
the lunar crescent) The morning was cloudy and we despaired of 
hclng able to follow the ravages of Rahu and fTefu over the poor 
Sun but what was our surprise when the very cloud hdped to show 
us the eclipse the better— serving as the smoked glass through which 
the lay world would watch the event. But more the fast moving 
clouds — now grey now crimson, now purple and now blue now 
flaming red and now pale pink, presented as It were a scene from 
•the movies which was glorious Indeed. 

9 

llM Effects 

Tho solar eclipse Is associated In the Hindu mind -with cata 
dysms affecjtlng nature and man. It was cm the 20th a feW minutes 
"before the eclipse began that news came on the wireless (os we 
■ascertained long after) of HlUeris peril whith however failed of Its 
jnirpose only because^ of tho Incompletcneas of the eclipse. But why 

297 




FEATHERS & STONES 


( 


if the eclipse should have its e^ect on empires and rulers, on Tojos 
and Hitlers, (Tojo had resigned his command on the 17th July ’44 
and his premiership on the lOthJ why should it not ^ cover other 
nations, other rulers and other empires? ^"^at is a mystery which 
can be solved only on the basis that those who had escaped disaster 
were all righteous and those who suffered were all iniquitous! 
rather a big presumption to act upon Anyway, the eclipse was a 
magnificent affair and recalled to my mind the fuller one of 1896. 
when I was fifteen and in the college course c 

Brahmin Soda 

In the early days of the Introduction of soda into the markets 
of Indian towns, there used to be a bottle called the sparklet, into 
which a gas bulb used to be mtroduced and the gas later liberated 
mto the water m the bottle and the charging of the water with 
the carbonic acid gas made it soda which strangely had nothing of 
soda (sodium bicarbonate Na 2 Co 3 ) in it Later on people came 
to sell Brahman soda which was soda to which Liquor had been 
added iUicitly 


Russian Promotions (28-7-’44) 

Today the head of the All Russian Military Medical Service is 
M Smernoff, a man of remarkable antecedents He was more or 
less illiterate, till the age of twenty, except for a smattering of 
elementarj^ knowledge Then he jomed a glass or boot factory and 
showed exceptional talents This led to his regular studies which 
completed by leaps and bounds and to make a long story short, be- 
holds his present position with only 17 years service behind him. 
He had attained it at the age of 38 This is possible only in Russia 

Shakuntala’s Bower 

The Sardar has a remarkable corner of our building m the Fort 
‘—all to himself It is ‘the bend of an L form structure and the 
short limb of the L is his room with a verandah in front of it In 
front of the verandah, he has grown the ‘Heavenly Blue’ and from 
mormng to evenmg, the blue flowers interspersed with a few pmks 
present a beauty which is undoubtedly of heavenly glory Of course, 
we have not seen the Heavens and piust form an idea thereof by the 
magnificence of this flower The whole creeper forms an arch at 
limbs of which stand two big pots with fine roses The Sardar is 
very proud of his achievement ^and incidentally described this as- 
Sl^kuntala’s bower But it was only shakuntala’s bower *from which 
Shakuntala had fiown ajvay to Dushyanta leaving Kanva to his sor- 
rows as her foster father 
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We are \i)ld hx Uie Bible that man waa made after the image of 
God- In our own scrlpturea and ItJhasas we learn that God created 
Brahma from the water and ftom Brahmas narel, arose a lotas- 
from which all creation followed— at first Aftmasfc and later repro- 
ductive Anyway one point Is true that man makes his Gods after 
his own image He lulls the Gods to sleep performs their mar- 
riages wakes them up in time carries them in processions and so 
on. ''on the iTth of this month (July) fell the Deva Shayana Ekadiuhl 
which is considered the most sacred of the four EkadashU observed 
as great and sacred festivals in Pandborpur AjJiadha Shud Eka~ 
dashi is the day on which God Vltthal retires and he wakes up 
after four months Le on KartOca Shud Ekadatht Owing to war con- 
ditions, Government have prohibited Journeys to Pandharpur but 
on public agitation, tbe order was relaxed at the last moment. So 
pilgrims have had recourse to peculiar ways of reaching pandhar- 
pur For instance, one of our sepoys (warders) has gone to the 
place by a circuitous route tickets beyond the necessary 

Junction stations and travelling short. He has travelled from 
Ahmednagor to Obond on the Madras Bombay line thence took a 
ticket to Bholapur but got down at Kunmdwadh thence took a 
ticket to a place 14 miles beyond Pandharpur and got down at Pan 
dharpur He spent Bs. O-S-0 on a ticket which on return Journey 
cost Rs. S 


LokaTaanya*f AnnlvervaTy 

The let of August has ouco more brought to the fore memories 
o! the Lokamanyu, his plans and policies, hij tactics and his stra- 
tegy his colossal Intellect, his Inestlinable patriotism, his immea 
furable services and sacrifices. Twenfy Sour years ago Lokamanya 
passed away but he had left behind him monuments of his ser- 
vices alike to Religion and Philosophy and to the country and the 
natkm. 


Batioulog (1 — 6 — 44) 

At last we too Inside the Fort have bad a foretaste oC Rationing 
Bottles of sugar have been distributed to each of us twelve each 
bottle containing 12 ca£ for the week. To pool them all together 
and to place the sugar on the takla os If nothing had happened or 
to carry the bottle to the dtnlog haU each member four times a 
day — that was the question and It required no long deliberation — 
though a slmrt, sharp discussion wis natiral, — to decide in favour 
of the former With some who rierer take sugar and a few who- 
have partly taken to Gad (Jaggery) the new rationing gave no 
ground for complaint. 
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Ef.it Parrot 

It has been said earlier that our parrot was Injuieci'in the wing 
'Oftentimes when still the cat wis here and everyday after It had 
left, the parrot has been enjoying freedom for some stated'^ hours 
of the day This evening as usual at 5 o'clock it vms allowed to air 
itself It had not even given signs of a secret plan to run away 
It could not, for aught we saw and knew, fly beyond the height of 
a chair This evening, however, it began a quarrel with a Ivlinah 
before it and as if in pursuit of it took to its wings and dlsappe^cd 
The whole compound, all the rooms and roof, the trees round about 
•were diligently seal died but It w'as not to be found Not even the 
piesenting of its familiar cage wdth Its abundance of fruit and food 
would discover it At last, when every attempt was given up, sud- 
denly it was found In a small creeper of Heavenly Blue — ^v»Ithin a 
couple of yards of where it was released But then the problem 
was to get it into the cage The crafty follow that was every day 
getting into its cage-home, gave the slip today and suddenly, with 
unwonted alertness as well as with unsuspected power of wings, 
it flew aw^ay the whole 100 yards length of the yard and rose high 
in the air, on to the top of a big 7iccm tree from which it woulo 
not descend for all the calls and the carcssings, for all the show of 
food and water, for all the w'hJstlcs and talks which the parrot itself 
had taught us Goodbye to the parrot which under the hospitality 
of the Ahmednagar Fort, recovered its strength in wings and once 
more joined its aerial and arborlal homes 

Modernism 

What a difference between the yokel of the village, the urban 
citizen and the highly civilized magnate of the town! Every five 
minutes the last of these operates a pump on his table and charges 
his palms with the aroma of Eau de Cologne It is said that some 
take small doseS of sandal wood oil, not to cure any lurking disease 
of the genitals, but to cover even the lavatory with a certain aroma. 
Under modem civilization it is said that ladies take arsenic to im- 
prove the colour of their skin, apply faint traces of Belladonna to 
dilate their pupils, a wee bit, and small quantity of amyl nitras to 
flush their cheeks! 

Judge *Anght 

“'O Chataka, listen with an attentive mind There are many 
clouds iiv. the sky, — some!*’ roar , (thunder) vainly and do not yield 
lain Whatever (cloud) you see before you, do not liumble your- 
self before it” ,, 

t — ^Bhartruhark 

( ‘ 
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Re-enter kitten— m S- 44) 

Four or five days ago when wo wore In the midst of our Sans- 
krit IfoTuzb^iirat studies one of tlio pro-cat party came running and 
said TDo come out at on^e Our cat has come " lliat was the 
signal for all except the anti felines to rush to the rerandah and 
search for a r unnin g cat or kitten black, white or mottled No one 
knew whether tb^ was not a chance of its being our dear deimrted 
kitten Then on enquiry It turned out that it was a black cat with 
a brown tail, according to some — a white cat with a black tall ac 
cording to other#, but not our cat which was white and brown mot- 
tled with a taH likewise of mixed colours. But suddenly this mom 
tog. the cat or kitten for It was bom only on the Ifith March and 
Is barely fire months old, has walked in and there was Jubilation 
even In anU feline circles. At once It walked straight to Its feed 
log place and feeding cup and had Its foil and then began to more 
on hither £^d thither Altogether It looked duller less playful, 
more reserved less demonstrative more grown up less chlldLih, 
weighed down with a sense of resiKmslbllity or at any rate under 
a number of disciplinary measures In its new abode. That brought 
to mind the young Hindu bride newly sent to the husband's house 
amidst the tears of the parentsr-the bride who until her Journey 
was playful chfldlsh, Irresponslbte and undiscipUned, but who on 
her first return to the mother's roof is dignified reserved, taclturs 
and overpowered with a sense of household dutiea^-now sweeping 
the floor now removing the cobwebs rujw dusting the furniture 
now cleaning the retseli now washing the clothes, now clearing the 
rice of Its stones, now cutting the vegetables now kindling the fire 
now churning the curds- Tbe mother Is Intensely affected because 
this untutored child has prematurely become a woman and house- 
wife. 5o the mother In law must be oppr essin g her own dearly 
beloved daughter UtUe remembering what treatment she was giving 
to her own daughter In law Any way the kitten went and the cat 
has come It hesitates to go to Its old resorti^ walks slyly Into room 
after room answers the call of her old patron with faltering steps 
and at last has to be coaxed by Asaf All to get on to Its wonted 
seat and bed, and It hesitatingly leaped up to the Maulana’s win 
dowB where It was wont to get occasional sips of milk. The cat Is 
dirty thinned down and alagglsh. 6o a fine bath was decided upon 
with scented oQ and fragrant soap It was washed and throw n up 
to the tiled verandah to dry Its skin but It presently leaped down 
and rolled Itself in the dust 

The arrival of the cat had Its r^peremhUms on the avlhe popu 
latlon Tfaex^ was a stir among the ‘mlnah family— of dad, Ham 
and young one A screetch has been raised ^arly morning by them 
an on sighting the cat The mortality— especially Infantile, 
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had gone down these 20 days But once again the sparrows have 
begun to screetch m fear oi their avowed enemy Nor was the 
squuxel happy, tor it began to,^ hoot And the grasshopper was 
miserable as shown by its fugitive movements There are a tyundred 
other victims of the cat, little insects wiiose names we know not, 
whose language we wist not Thus is proved that the creation is a 
mechamsm and a machmery for the killing of the weaker by the 
stronger of its elements 

- Battle of Chassa Khand 

One notable feature of this battle described earlier and deno- 
mmated as such in the monument as well as m the District Board 
Records was that Kilby, the Collector of the District, left a note 
appreciatmg the rare spirit of cheerfulness with which the prin- 
cipal enemy (shall we say ) Jotmdranath Chowdhuri with two gun- 
shot wounds in his abdomen died in his presence When asked to 
state his last wishes, he answered by asking that the other two, the 
surviving members of his paity (a third had died) should be saved 
as he himself, the principal member was dying But as it happen- 
ed one of the two Chita Priyanath Rai Chowdhari was hanged and 
the other was given transportation for life The Police Party was 
headed by kfr Rylonson and the ‘battle’ took place in 1917 

Procrastination 

An old man was living near a burial ground in the open with 
his old wife The latter said, “Dear, it is all very well m the dry 
days of summer but rains will begin shortly Let us improvise a 
jhonpdi (a hut) But the old man would not listen for his com- 
fort, lay m the remembrance of the old adage which said 
Ashadh IS passmg, Shravan will be so and so Bhadrapad is my bro- 
ther and in Aswayuj, the rams will be destroyed 

Grammar and idiom 

These are not merely the attributes of language All arts have 
these features Weaving the warp and the woof form the grammar, 
but the coloured and floral borders of silk and lace form the idiom 
Even so in cookmg To boil rice is the grammar but to prepare 
pulav or vinnge is its idiom. To boil vegetables is easy, but to 
season them with spices is to idiomatise the preparation Speakmg 
IS simple, but to speak with humour, wit and wisdom is an art! 

t 

Lord Sinha 

The president of the Bombay session of the Congress (1915) 
was not ‘a pohtician Hrf'was ? lawyer of eminence of whom John 
Morley said in the House of Commons, from his place* as Secretary 
of State (for India) Ijhat he had no rival equal m Common Law 
-and Customary Law, Codifled Law and Case Law, when he called 
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>itm to the Qfnri; of the Law Member of the Government of India. 
Later he became a K.C and PC n Peer of the Realm and Under- 
•Secretaiy of State for India In On hU rctnrn he waa made 

the Governor of Bihar which place ho held only for 2 years. HI* 
po&ltlon wo* made so unoeamblo to him In the Government House 
that he Invited a friend who went to see him to hla bed room for 
n chat as that was the only place where he could speak what he 
liked. These be thy Indian govemoo O Britain I 
* Shonloir KnnJ 

We have taken advantage of the flagstaff and Its platform, and 
the four steel twisted wires that hold the staff In position to plant 
at the foot of the each wlrtscniopftn*--Rallwny creeper Heavenly 
Blue, (morning glory) and these have spread to the staff on the 
tour sides on. the south, end north of the staff Geranium, relo, 
petunia and balsam. The flower beds are radiant with beauty 
There U a gmaii flower bed under the netm opposite the Colonel* 
ofQce and one of us asked for a back bench to be placed there for 
a nice afternoon sitting But tho Colonel thought It wus too near 
the office and vliltocs might not like It But this new kunj or bower 
has become far more Inviting and is right In tho midst of the lawn 
In front of our rooms. And we got two hack benches which have 
added to our amenities We could not take the benches to the 
JTsn/ but we have brought the Sunj to the benches. 

Bow Seeds (JR-S— «) 

The very title must bo baffling at the first glance It may be 
ao cren on the tecond. Have you ever heard of a rose flower bear 
ing fruit with a seed in It surrounded by flesh and skin? I have. 
There are some rose plant* here to our garden and three of them 
have borne 73 flow ers and 93 buds as counted by me yesterday at 
£ pm. These are blood red flowers such as those you see growing 
wild on the hedges In htll stations like Ootacamund and Waltalr 
I was surprised when I wa* shown by a friend two fruits on one 
plant rotmded and deep red In colour with a fleshy envelopment of 
a hard seed within! 

Six Prafnllo* 

About 3 months ago fire members and visitors at the residence 
of Mr Bhroff were arrested by the Police under Di Rules. After 
a few weeks, four of them were fcleased. One was Mrs Bonerjw of 
Allahabad who was probably mistaken for her sister Mrs. Aruna 
Asaf All who was Vanted by the police for some time past. Identi- 
fication onhj proved that she was not the suspect. But Aie conti- 
nued to be detained. One other person arrested was Sri Vljayanand 
Fatbak who was the aon of a District Superintendent crQ Police. It 
appears that he was arrested under the mistaken Impression that 
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he was one Pratap Shah, Th^s story i*emihdg one of the arrest of 
Six PrafuUas in connection with a terrorist outrage in <1916 Three 
of them were released as not thetPrafuHa that was wanted Three 
others were defamed for two to three yeafs And then it was dis- 
covered that the real Prafulla was yet to be found. 

‘Symbolic Arrests’ 

On the 9th of August, 1944, it will be remembered that Gandhi 
suspended any disobedience of Police orders all over the country 
except in Bombay where some symbolic resistance was to be offered* 
accordmg to plan From the orderly conduct of the plan which 
pleased everyone, there was a move for the release of those arrest- 
ed and they were released with the humorous remark that the sym- 
bolic disobedience led to some symbolic arrests ending In symbolic, 
releases' 

Good Neivs (20 — S — *44) 

No one knows what the morrow brings The family of 3 minahs, 
— fallier, mother and child has suddenly become dwmdled into the 
couple Apparently the young one has attained bird’s estate and 
therefore become self dependent A second change is that the cat 
which came here some days ago has gone away somewhere It was 
not the result of any conspiracy on the part of the Felinophobes 
The swallows have entered the rooms and surveyed the ceihng with 
a view to build nests A telephone message brought the good tid- 
mgs of the birth of a grandson to Shri Jawaharlal and the occasion 
was duly celebrated with distribution of sweets at Pantjee’s instance' 

Teachers in America 

To us over here, America is a name to conjure with, a centre of 
civilization and progress, a land of plenty, a stronghold of freedom 
But look at the fate of teachers in U S A There are 900,000 teachers of 
whom usually 3,000 used to change jobs in a year but in '42— '43 over 
1,89,000 changed jobs Why not moie pelf though that was a considera- 
tion They really labour under serious disabilities Man teachers can- 
not smoke, drink, swear, dance, play pool or take part m politics These 
negative virtues are enforced much to their discontent Women 
teachers cannot fall in love or marry, should not use rouge and may 
not go with young men except for Sunday school collections No 
manicurmg is permitted Forty per cent of teachers receive less than 
1,200 dollars a year, ie about Rs 400 a month' School teachership is. 
therefore considered such a terrible profession In addition there are 
supervisors composed, it is said, mostly of nitwits, mneompoops and 
crackpots,' mdoctrmated with weird ideas Teachers haye to salute 
them m a stated way The window shades must be kept at in parti- 
cular angle no matter what the weather is like Children are terro- 
rized Fifty thousand of the teachers left for the army and 50,000 for. 
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Industry Remedies proposed are to free teachers to lead their own 
Utcs, to ajlow women to marry to increase their salaries, to relieve 
certain keymen from Industry an^ war and to Induce ex teachers to 
retu^p to their Jobs. 

* Idolatry 

India Is a land of idol worship and one need not be ashamed that 
It is BO Much has been sold In Its favour and In Its glorification But 
one point against It Is that ho who worships the idol with flowers, 
ctSxses to worship the flowers themselves — the flowers whose beauty Is 
**too deep for teoru, A rose In the garden Is the delight of tho soul 
but the Idolater vondallstlcally plucks it out to place it at tho feet of 
an Idol or on the head of a picture HU religious faith makes him a 
vandal, a selflah Individual that seeks his own salvation In preference 
to the artistic gratification of the sense of pleasure beauty and hap- 
piness by society 

Marriage 

The dissolution of marriage Is less easy than the contracting of It 
Not that marriages are not cosy to moke but that they ore dlfllcult 
to break. There arc however exceptions. *TkIarTlage Is dissolved by 
a box on the ear In France by an epithet In Oernmny or simply at the 
wish of both parties In Sweden. In UBA. there ore certain States 
such as tho Indianapolis where the Porters are reputed to cry “Indlana- 
poUsr— 20 for divorce Bernard Shaw considers ‘tnarrioge is only a 
commercial contract of property and slavery (subjected to some roll 
gloui restraints and elevated by some touch of poetry; between two 
people under the Influence of the most violent insane delusive and 
transient of passions, the parties being required to swear by that ex 
cited, abnormal and exhausting condition unto death do p^ them." 

•God is Everywhere 

A Ottru taught his rUhitas (Chelos) the lore of Theology and D1 
vlnlty and at the end of the couiae wanted to test the sUhyos os to 
their knowledge of the godhead. He gave them a dovo each and wont 
ed each to kUl his at a place where no one saw them One of them 
went aside saw no human being onywhero and choked the dove be- 
times to death. The other went farther and yet farther and tried to 
choke hli dove likewise but Its eyes met his and be could not carry 
out the murderous Intent despite repeated attempts. So be returned to 
the Guru and said "Master I se6 the God In Its eyes when It looked 
at me and could not kill." To the beliover then God Is really every 
where. ^ 

, God and Montgofiiery (7 — 9 — 44) 

A story la told of General Montgomery who has Just been elerated 
to the position of a Field, Marshall. News Hornes al^iost simaltane- 
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ously that General Eisenhower ^as relieved him of the command of 
the American troops Apparently, they were not too fond of him 
Montgomery’s asceticism has perhrps bred m him a Certain self- 
aighteousness which is a general accompaniment — not of purer men, 
but of puntanism As compensation, he becomes a Field Marshall 
The story is that two mihtary police met with their end while on duty 
and naturally went to Heaven Angel Peter who was the door keeper 
theie enquired who they were and then welcomed them and said, 
“Hallo, you have come in time ” “Why, what is the matter” asked 
the Military Police “The fact is” said the doorkeeper, "there has 
been a row gomg on mside God is claiming that he is General Mont- 
gomery himself and some one is required to police the place ” 

Seeds 

Our garden has become well established It has furnished seeds 
mf all the flowers already enumerated Sardar has taken pains to 
collect them and Jawahar to sort them and put them into small en- 
velopes and pack them together m a dealwood cigar box and present 
'one each to the members here Hereafter these will spread to other 
^ils if we are transferred and to all the provinces when we may 
be released 


Swallows vs. Sparrows 

The fiist and second weeks of September have witnessed new 
fights between the sparrows and the swallows Apparently this is 
the breedmg season for the latter and they have strayed into our 
rooms to explore the possibility of building their highly artistic, 
wholly feathery, hanging nests But the sparrows will stand no such 
nonsense They are old denizens who would not allow others of even 
their species How could they tolerate these bat winged birds with 
the appearance of bats and the speed of bullets? This evening I saw 
a wondeiful spectacle The swallows have managed to occupy two 
niches m the ceiling of the room The male and the female sparrows 
occupied a position of vantage on the wiring of the electnc light and 
began to raise a cry of alarm or challenge When this went on for 
half an hour, the two swallows one after another sneaked out dash- 
mg from the niches vertically down and away from the sparrow wait- 
ing for an attack and successfully evading that punitive assault 

The Colonel an^ liis enemies 

Major (now Col) Sendak, IMS, MX), MRCP, (London) is the 
supermtendent of this Port prison He has an mveterate hatred of 
^;he sparrdw and even the hightiiagale if they happen to make nests 
.in his ofiSice room and of the coppersmith that may be liootmg fur- 
longs away He has employed one prisoner to hold a flag and drive 
away these birds The absence Of the Jailor on a month’s leave has 
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obllfftd the colonel (he has lately been promoted to the rank of a 
local colonel) to sleep on the premvics. He has taken the JaOor’s 
more spaclobs double room os hla^bed room. But the Jailor was not 
an enemy of the birds. So the now tenant has token 111 to the old 
denizens There was a '‘regular war The ventilotors were barred 
by wiring But the flights of birds come over the partition from the 
office room adjacent to the bed room. The TentUator of the office 
room has been dealt with. But the blnls entered through the wln- 
dojys. So their nests became the target of attack, They were all 
closed up with mortar Two days hcnco foul imcU emanated. They 
had to be opened op and the decaying eggs and decomposing bodies 
of the birds had to be remoTed After all these major operations the 
Ingress of the enemy could not be prevented. Perhaps lH the flag 
waved by the gate keeper— a mere white rag hod been a Trl colour 
of the (Congress or a Union Jock there might have been better sue 
cess. 

now The Sparrows are mkaebt to Fly (14 — 9 — 44) 

When the parents think the young ones are sufficiently g ro w n 
op to come out. they no longer feed them In the nest but repeatedly 
keep on flying between a watch post and the nest until starration 
compels the bolder of the young ones to come out Then It Is fed. 
All this Is being watched by the other young ones which follow suit 
the next day It Is In this short period of the young ones Just cmerg-' 
Ing from the nest that they come and perch on your lap or foot or 
shoulder as has happened to myself Sardar and Pantjee respectively 
The Manlana has specialised In the art of Inviting them to his fthnir 
or lap for only then be feeds them. 

life in DIars 

‘'What Is called on astronomical unit Is the mean distance from 
the earth to the sun. The tolar system bos tbo sun at the centre 
and round It the different orbs In the following order — Mercury 
Venus, Earth. Mars, Jupiter Saturn Uranus, Neptune and Pluto Tho 
Saturn is the second largest planet It is Itself a small scale model 
of the Solar system corresponding to the sun’s nine planets, the 
Saturn has nine moons (Satellites) revolving round It and pursuing 
elliptical orbits. The quc^cm Is wbothor any of these planets and 
satellites has life. Except Mars, the rest of the giant orbs (planets) 
are composed largely of superchlUed gases enveloping comparatively 
small rodsy cores and attended by satellites. There Is evidence that 
only the Man harbours life It has an atmospbero which is almost 
stratosphericaHy thin but It contalnr oxygeh perhaps also vJater tho 
temperature’ ranging within the extreme tolerances of life as It 
floutiahes on earth. The vast regions of Mars change from green to 
bro wn In seasonal cycles and therefore ore It Is logical to conclude 
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covered by vegetation Polar mountains probably covered by snow, 
autumn storms indicated by patches in Photoes which disappear two 
days later, furnishing evidence thf^t the patch was largdiy cloud for- 
mation, the shrinking of polar cap indicating arrival of si^nmer, 
the ruddy colour of areas indlcatmg desert^ Uranus was first identi- 
fied by telescope in 1781 Neptune and Pluto were both predicted by 
mathematical calculations” — Life, May 29, 1944 

American Divorce 

r 

An interestmg case is that of James and Doris Duke Cromwell 
who were married in 1935, the bride bemg the richest girl in the 
world In December 1943, the Reno (Nevada) Courts awarded Doris 
Duke Cromwell a divorce on grounds of cruelty Cromwell got the 
divorce set aside in New Jersey’s Chancery Court, it being declared 
null and void in New Jersey when the wife has some 10 million dollars 
worth of property, on the ground that the wife was never a resident 
of Nevada, though she had bought a house there and that the Nevada 
Court had improperly concealed the evidence in the case James 
pleaded his case m court saying 'T don’t think that marriage license 
alone sufiSces to keep a woman in love with her husband What hap- 
pened to me can happen in the best legulated families ” The facts 
of the case are mteiesting James persuaded Doris to contribute 
$50,000 to the Roosevelt campaign in 1940 being a good “New Dealer” 
But the attorney was a “Republican” reactionary who helped “poison 
Mrs Cromwell’s mind against me ” James was in due course made 
minister to Canada on the strength of $50,000 contribution and 
the domestic relations contmued to deteriorate James’ counsel 
said “She humiliated him greatly by her indifference to the respon- 
sibihties of a diplomat’s wife even though she dutifully jomed him 
m such choices as inspecting a Canadian gold mine Her 'conduct 
and carrymgs on’ were shameful and shocking It was Mrs Crom- 
well that subjected her husband to the acme of cruelty When Mrs 
Cromwell’s valet was compelled to wait several hours because Mr 
Cromwell’s bed room was occupied by his successor in his wife’s 
affection A deposition from her mother-in-law stated that her 
daughter-m-law frequently travelled without James “and with com- 
panions of which my son deeply disapproved ” 

Jimmy contended that her behaviour was the chief cause of his 
humiliatmg defeat when he ran fior US Senator for New Jersey m 
1940 When she fell ill in her lush Hawanian estate with an orchid- 
hung solarium and a $20,000 hydraulically elevated divmg board and 
learnt that her husband *-wante^ to rush to his wife’s bedside, she 
telephoned to warn him that he would not be welcome and in fact 
be locked out Jimmy ,din’t care whether she wanted him or not but 
said “I wiU come even if it is only for the sake of public appearance 
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Doean i she know that I am about t 9 enter a political campaign? 
Doesn't she* realize what the women of New Jersey will think? They 
all think I im brataL" In answer to the divorce suit, Jhnmy said 
“It Is I who have suileretj the onus of cruelty after you wrecked my 
political campaign. Then he charged Mrs, Cromwell with adultery 
and proposed to divorce her In New Jersey because you have sufhclent 
grounds ” In cold virtuous tones, Jimmy said he replied Gentlemen 
dont divorce their wives in this country " At week’s end Doris ap- 
pecred undisturbed by the fact that her divorce is good In Nevada, 
no good in New Jersey ciuestlonable In 46 States and the Dt. t>f 
Columbia .'’ — Time May 22, 1944. 

nthi X>waymm 

We have heard the Panchangam Brahman who takes BhOuha 
from house to house and In turn announces the day of the week, the 
Tithl, (the day of the fortnight) the Nakshatxam the Yoga and the 
■Karana, — sametlmej saying today Is tithl Dwayam” That Is to say 
(e,g ) birth "Chathorthl and Panohaml" or “Elcadashi and Dwadashl" 
are combined that day In other words it means that the month is 
shortened by one day Eautilya In his Artha Sfiaetn explains 
this seemingly erratic calcnlatlon. It is really accordhag to prwcrlp- 
tlcBi— It Is not erratic at olL It Is prescribed by the ancient astro 
nomers that In the Srd and the 7th weeks of each third of the year 
which represents a season of 4 months In Hhadustban, thbi double 
tithl should be observed so that the year which strictly sboold have 
consisted of 12 months x 80 days (Fifteen days In ea^ of the two 
Pekshas, bright and dark)=:S60 days now conslsta of 360 — 6 days on 
account of Tithl Dwayam (as aforesaid on 3 days In each of the three 
seasons (8x2—6 days) The lunar year thus consists of 864 days only 
and falls short of the full year of 366 days by 11 days Therefore, 
every three years, they add a month as AdTiOca Moso. And the Ma»< 
timw r RiffninHng thflir year strictly by the lunar movements piHtrp up 
the loss once in 38 years. When they add a year an at once instead 
of a month In 3 years as the Hindus do (31hcll days=363 being the 
days lost over the period and equivalent to one year in effect,) 

New Tear 

Eautilya in his Artfia Shastra says that the King's new year 
began on Shravana Shuda Pratlpadl perhaps because by that thnx 
sowing would he over In Orissa the new year begins on AKhnAa 
Hfthnift Dwadashl. Eautilya has a whole system of Time and Space 
relations and the following gives an Idea of his lunar year caleola- 
turns , ■ 

* Load Self Ocrernment In Uadnu 
In Madras there are two features of longstanding which are 
absent In other prcr^ces In Bomhay they know not what It is 
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to have piofession tax In Macjras, the tax Is graded according to 
income and ranges from Vz rupee to Rs 50/- per haU^'year In 
olden days, theie was a rule that« the tax was not leviahle imless 
the peison to be assessed spent 60 days in ,the headquarters Thus 
Collectors used to tour 121 days in the half year and spend only 
59 days m the headquarters Municipality, so claiming and obtain- 
mg exemption Later, this rule was abrogated A second point of 
mterest is that in the southern province, the important posts in 
Municipalities and District Boards are provincialised The District 
Panchayat Officer, the Municipal Executive Officer, the Health 
Officers of both, the Engmeers of both — all these come under a pro- 
vmcial cadre and are liable to transfer This is considered a clear 
improvement m Local Self-Government admimstratlon It is suf- 
prismg that other provmces have not such an arrangement which 
IS conducive to discipline and efficiency in the services 

Gnaneshwar 

What Shankara, Ramanuja and Madhava are to the South of 
India, so is Gnaneshwar to Maharashtra We have just read a 
piece of news that the Governor of Bombay was shown a manu- 
script m the Deccan College Research Institute That was the Ms 
of Gnaneshwar written by Gnaneshwar the great philosopher of 
Maharashtra He flounshed 700 years ago His father Vitthal 
Pant named his sons 

Nivritti 

Gnaneshwar 

Sowpan 

Muktabai (daughter) 

Gnaneshwar wrote his commentary on Bhagavadgita and 
attamed his samadhi in Alundi on the banks of the Indrayanl to 
which nver (by the bye) the remains of Mahadev Desai and Kas- 
turba were consigned m pait The names of the brothers and sister 
are chosen so as to represent the ascending order in one’s way to 
Mukti or salvation 

Mnktabai 

, Even greater than Gnaneshwar was Muktabai, and a story is 
told of her which is highly mteresting There was a Yogi named 
Changdev who was reputed to have lived for 700 years He was 
mightily conscious of his purity aSid spiritual emmence and one 
day, went to the Gnaneshwar brothers, ridmg on a tiger with a 
cobra for whip m hand The three brothers were sitting on an old 
rmned wall and! on seemg*this srmt, began to move wit|i the wall 
This stunned Changdev for after all, he was ridmg only a hving' 
animal however fierce, but they were riding a dead wall So he pro- 
strated himself ► before Gnaneshwar and said “^ou are my Guru’V 
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•No” said Gnaneshwar “go to this gl^l Mxiktabal and she will show 
yoa the way to salvation. Changdev was the more humbled be- 
cause he WM directed to a wonum for s p ir i tual initiation. Never- 
theless he obeyed the advice One day when Muktabal was bath- 
ing naked he pushed open the door and was aghast at the sight, 
shied and withdrew The girl nothing daunted asked him why 
he was afraid. 'Because you are bathing naked OhI said she 
TTou see the crack on the wall what difference Is there between 
that and this?'* Tte Yogi was ashamed at his own Imperfection 
and bowed before the girl guru. 

Shuka and Vyaj 

This story of Muktabal recalls that of 8huka and Vyasa. Sbuka 
who Is perhaps the greatest of Indian saints, was going along the 
wilds and was being pursued by his father Vyasa. He came across a 
tank in the ftorest where women were bathing naked and did not 
move or cover themselves as Shuka passed but as Vyasa approached 
next they shied and felt abashed and hastened to cover themselves. 
“Why do you do so when I pass by you I, an old man with a flow 
Ing white beard, whUe you rema in ed unmoved as my young son pass 
scd by you? "A^ said the womfin In one voice “the young man has 
no sex-consclousneis despite his youth but you desplts your old age- 
ond your flowing snow white beard have not outlived your sex- 
consciousness ** That was so for It was Shuka that once asked his 
father on seeing some naked women the ciuestlcm as to what the 
peculiar bodily structure In contours and curves of these strange 
people meant Such was the Innocence and purity of shuka. 

Badrt Karayan 

Am ongst the sacred places of the Hindus on the Himalayas Is 
Badri Narayona located lOJXW feet above the sea level. There are 
s sBsaJber of there S3 ^sej^ere hat nnJiVjt ^$ewber9 they 

are reputed to be good, hospitable and honest They provide good 
food and sleeping accommodation and extrd blankets at moderate 
charges. They live there with families only In the season, say five 
months In the year (May to September) for after It, the houses are 
all covered with snow DaU at Badri Narayana does not cook on 
account of the rarefied atmosphere and therefore a low boning iwlnt 
It Is therefore soaked In water g^und and dried. The dried powder 
(flour) is put Into boHing water and used as DaU AH loads are 
carried on the HTTls long distances on goats backs 

Pimy^ o > 

On the way to Badrlnath and Kedamath you come across Deva 
Prayag and Kama Prayag Deva Prayag li the place where the 
Pandas take their pennanent abode. You have the famous Prayag 
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which IS now called Allahabad^- Prayag seems to imply the sacred 
place where Yagas were performed of old Some of thj^m are the 
seats of the confluence of rivers srch as the Jumna and the Ganga 
or the Alakananda and Mandakmi making ^up the Bhagirathi " Pos- 
sibly it was the confluence of the livers that made the places sacred 
and caused the selection of the seat of their confluence for Yagas 
At Kedarnath, there is more of plain land covered with beautiful 
flakes of snow below which the temple is situated About 19 miles 
from Badarinath is the seat of the Joshi Mutt one of the four Adi 
Pithas founded by Sri Shankarachrya named, Joshi in the North, 
Dwarka in the West, Pun m the East and Sringeri in the South 
The Gouri Kund is very near the Kedarnath temple and contains 
hot water of unbearable temperature But just below runs the Man- 
dakani from which the cold water is taken and added to the hot 
watei to provide a comfortable bath 

Navaratri (26 — 9 — ’44) 

Once agam we are celebrating the Dussera, the third, m the 
Ahmednagai Fort It is the greatest festival of Bengal and the gran- 
deur of it is that the tallest of Bengahs goes to his village for its 
obseivance Animal sacrifices which used to be common — particular- 
ly of Mahisha (He-buffalo) used to be common but they have be- 
come latterly scarce At the most goats are sacrificed and evep this 
has become obsolete largely by the propaganda cairried on by the 
Jeeva Karunya Samiti — activities of the Marwadis some of whom 
however, spare the animals but suck the life-blood of men through 
usury 

In UP these sacrifices of sheep or goats or both are general 
and Vindhyachal is a place noted for them 

In Bengal the Brahmms serve as priests In Chaitanya’s time, 
the Brahmins made the waters of Bhagirathi red in the Nadia Dist- 
rict of which the Headquarters is Krlshnagar 

, Cards Play 

Indoor games are far more absorbing than outdoor ones Tennis 
and Badnunton, Football and Cricket, excite mterest but the players 
are able to listen to anything said to them In card play, Chowpat 
and Chess, it is impossible for any news however depressing and 
dangeious or however exciting and sensational, to penetrate even 
the ears, let alone the mmd of the s>layers Once a cards player was 
told that his mother was dead The shock of it roused him from his 
absorption but he said “Carry the corpse this way to the cemetery” 
— the imphcation being ttfet he iwould join the funeral in that case 
Another mstance was that of a player who was told that his son 
was bitten by a snake r “Whose snake?” he queried and he resumed 
his game! 
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Thff Pacific Oo^mlxatlon 

The language of the Phimplnes waa known aa Tagalu and tn 
it occurred worda such as Maun (iflence) Dvkh tgrief) In Malaya 
there^ a town known as Amaravatl which, with other evidences points 
to ancient colonization by Andhras. It Is tme that there Is an AmraoU 
In Berar besides the famona Baddhlstlc University centre In Andhra 
bat the Maharaahtraa have not coanted emigration and coloniza- 
tion as an additional vlrtne to their large stock of national vlrtaea 
Ukl prowess and heroism. 

The Ondy Mission 

The Qrady Mission which visited India from America told a 
friend that t^ Hydro-Electric power ased in the whole of Eastern 
— Bengal, A«u>m anil Orlssa does not come np to the volame 
employed by the single Ford Car Factory In Canada. That reminds 
one of v^t was said in World War No I, namely that all the Sden- 
tlits In the British Isles were not as many as were employed in the 
Kmpps factory in Germany 

Eiffel Tower 

The bower which we have named Shakara KunJ has ultimately 
shaped itself it is said, after the manner of the Eiffel Tower of 
Paris— which Is built of steel to show the artistic and Engineering 
ikni of the architect. The tower has three storeyi and except for the 
topmost one there ts a lift. It Is about 270 feet high according to one 
vendon (while another puts It at 800 feet) The base is however 
abOTit 40 yards square and presents a picturesque scene In the dty 
known for Its beauty the w^d over On the first floor the flat Is 
well furnished and people are treated to refreshments. 

SwaOcws and Frogs 

In Andhra there Is a p ror a ib which ipeaks of weighing the frogs 
When people are to assemble to form a quorum and the earlier comers 
begin to leave as the lata comers enter it la, they say like weighing 
the frogs, some of which jump out from the scale pan as others are 
placed in It. Not less difficult Is U to count swallows to weigh 
frogs for even though they are put tea In number they execute such 
rapid and Irregular flights In the sky right over your head that by 
the time you count four or five of them, others cross and recross the 
lines of flight and the appearance Is as If a hundred of thwm are 
flying pen meU. 

Otis (IZ— 10-^44) 

India b^nch a vast country ths^ tn dflierent provlncea’and parts 
the people consume different oils. In Malabar it Is the cocoanut oil 
and cocoanut Jaggery and cocoanut toddy that are In excluslTe use. 
In Tamil Nadu, Kar^taka and Andhra and Gujarat, the all used Is 
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gingely oil. In between, the Maharashtra uses Karada oil or Kusuma 
oil made from the sap flower seeds’ The flowers are yellcfw and red 
and it IS said that the Japanese user the yellow portion to colour their 
cheeks In Bengal and U P and TJriya country, the mustard oil is 
m vogue, though in Barisal and Noakhali, cocoanut oil is m use In 
Andhia, some Districts like Krishna use ghee for all preparations pre- 
ferably But when oil is used, it is the gmgely oil In some parts of 
the world, sunflower seed oil is used In Russia it is said, they eat the 
sunflowei seeds Here m our compound, a lot of magnificent su?n- 
flowers have emerged in October and today a number of parrots have 
approached the flowers to consume their petals 

Colour 

Colour IS perceived by the eye It is associated with light Its 
perception depends upon subjective as much as objective conditions 
The rays of light have different wave lengths which determine the 
colour that is perceived Also the person that sees may have variable 
conditions personally He may be altogether colour blind due to 
stiuctiiral or functional errors of the eye The taking of santomne 
over mght as a helminthicide (kiUer of round worms in the bowels) 
causes yellow vision next mommg There are variations too of sharp- 
ness of vision accountmg for differences of colour vision But pri- 
marily the nature of light is the determining factor ‘Tlie waves of 
visible hght are a narrow band in the known spectrum of Radiant 
energy In the spectrum you come across waves of tlie radio miles 
long, then the infra-red waves of heat, the visible wave-lengths of 
colour and later the mvisible ultia-short, ultra-violet waves and on 
to the infinitely short-waves of cosmic rays The visible colours of 
the spectrum i e a ray of white hght seen through a prism range from 
violet to red, through violet mdigo, blue, green, yellow, orange and red 
The spectiograms of different substances present variations such as 
those of sodium, vapour, calcium, mercury, neolight, cadmium and 
iron If white is the result of the addition of all the colours, black is 
the result of their total subtraction In most cases, there is only 
partial addition or partial subtraction Hence the colours of all the 
objects seen are not white nor black They vary according to the 
partial character of the addition or subtraction There are, however 
only 3 primary colours — ^red, green and blue These three by their 
permutations and combinations prdduce a variety of colours — even 
the other 4 colours of this spectrum This power of rendering the 
mixtures mto different visual effects of colour resides in the response 
mechanisni of the human *eye of* which nothmg else is (known, ex- 
cept that mixtures of wave-lengths produce mixtures of colours These 
new mixtures of colours ore sometimes other than those in the spec- 
trum Purple is'produced by red and blue, wherq red, green and Iqlue 
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converge they produce white subtract, from white (1) blue and green, 
yon get red,j(2) green and red yon get blue and (3) red and green 
yon get yellow Hie formation of new colour by subtractive mixture 
may be illustrated 'JVhen yellow and blue are both subtracted 
from white they yield green. 


Agrf culture 

KautDya gives the crops that most bo sown In tho particular 
seasons and In particular places— river beds — (pumpMn and ground) 
wells area— vegetables and roots, lands overflown with water— pepper 
— grapes and sugarcane Low grounds — green crops marginal fur 
rows between two rows of crops— medicinal herbs, fragrant plants, 
cascuB roots hlra, beraka and plnduloka Details are given os to how 
the seeds are to be treated before planting e,g the seeds of sugar cane 
and the like are to bo plastered ot the cot end with the mixture of 
honey clarified butter the fat of hogs end cowdung Always when 
sowing seeds a handful of seeds bathed In water with a piece of gold 
Shan beiown first and a mantra recited which means — Salutation 
to God Prajapatl, Kaabyapo, Agriculture may always flourish and tho 
goddess (may reside) In seeds and wealth.” A presumption Is given to 
ward ofl snakes which, abound In the field ‘'Where there Is the smoko 
caused by burning the essence of) cotton seeds and the slough of a 
snake there snakes wfll not stay” 

Widow Remarriage 

It Is not merely a ehostrlc relic that people quote which states 
that a married woman can remarry under certain conditions. Kau 
tllya deals with the subject at length. The system was widely In vogue 
In 300 BC The rights of womon to ttreedhen and husbands pro- 
perty are in detail given by him in relation to a second marriage A 
wave of agitation must be started to redress this national wrong 
which has proved to be the source of a great economic calamity If 
the Muslims grew In population by 84 per cent while the Hindus 
multiplied only 36 per cent the cause must bb sought not merely In 
converslona not merely In the polygamy of the Muslims but In the 
consignment of the widow to a life of single blessedness (cursednesi) 
to which neither she nor Hindu Society Is equal 

Unrelenting Nepal 

Some years ago a Raja In U P iirnmged the marriage of his son 
with a bride from the Royal Pamlly of Nepal And the date of the 
marriage was fixed. Invitations were sent on a grand scaJe Amongst 
the Invitees jWas the Governor of XJJP anrf the private tutir of the 
bridegroom — ^who- too wal a European. When Royalty in Nepal knew 
about It, they declined to allow the Eupopeatis In the party to set 
foot In Nepal It wag undoubtedly an a wkwa rd predicament for tho 
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Raja ■who made apologies to the Governor The marriage -was stop- 
ped for the time being and dehcate negotiations were pub through, 
resultmg in permission being given only to the Private* Tutor and 
that for the period of the ceremonies ^ ' 

18th April, 1944 

We have now direct service of the newspapers Now they don’t go 
to Bombay to get redirected here They come straight Thus we get 
almost all the papers so addressed, — the Tribune, Hindu and Arruit 
Bazar Patnka and the Provmcial language papers at the earliest 
possible time 

Our Attendants 

We now take leave of those who have served us these months 
They are not all here They came in groups and went away mdivi- 
duaUy Twelve of us have had 10 to 16 attendants, whose average, 
however, may be taken as twelve, — a barber and a dhobie, two cooks 
in the kitchen and two m the pantry, one cook for the prisoners, one 
hot water man for us and four room attendants for the twelve of us 
at the rate of one attendant for three of us Their history and quali- 
fications are the really Interesting part of the story The average 
duration of each set may be taken as 6 months The first ‘barber’ 
was an Indian Christian whose profession outside was horse-hair 
trimming from which he found himself promoted to human head crop- 
pmg and beard shavmg How we fared at his hands may easily be 
imagined Our first ‘dhobie’ was an unusually clever chap When 
asked by the jailor in Poona what his profession was outside, he found 
the dhobies would be safest and passed for one He knew not how 
to wash a cloth or rmse it or fold it or iron it But then there are 
about 70 dhobies m a central prison He could pick it all up easily 
The second dhobie came here for having committed ‘rape’ and in his 
five years’ sentence became a real good dhobie and repented his crime 
too The cooks had never cooked at home or m jail Yet they were 
picked and chosen at the IG’s instance One said that he was 
countmg breads (the loaves) and rotis and so he was spe- 
cially sent as a cook But no one could satisfy us, for one thing 
we are vegetarians and meat eaters, nee eaters and chapati eaters. 
Maharashtras who eat less chilly and Andhras who eat more, north- 
erners who never know tamarmd and southerners who can never be 
■Without it, Bengalees that eat fish first, fish last and fish m the 
middle, and with it rice like the Uriyas and the Andhras U P is 
vegetarian and non-vegetarian, fish eating and meat eating, rice eat- 
mg and "(MTheat eating Delhi is*- wholly wheat eating ^ real good 
cook could serve all But ‘no cook’ is govelnment’s solution Pro- 
visions we had but cook we had not The room attendants have all 
been good, — ^Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Bhi^s, Rajaputs, mostly 
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Maharailitnia, one Andhra wearer trom Ahmednagar three Irom 
UP one ftom Bengal, laveral from itamataka and Gujarat and one 
from the Ptaijab They have an been nice and most of them have 
eam^ good rcmlsslorL Once a prietmer Is in Jail, It moxjs no dlf 
ference what his section in the IP 0 Is. The murderer Is humane the 
dacolt Is gentle the thief b honest, the rioter Is peaceful, the ITIidt 
manufacturer is abstemious, the rowdy Is good maruiered and they 
please the officers and satisfy the members but not seldom they are 
ai^ to resume their old ways on release — particularly cases of theft 
and pickpocketing 

Not The First Brick (0—10—44) 

When a brick wall has to be broken Into It is the dislodging of 
the first brick that Is of moment. The rest make way easily Even so 
In regard to releases. Today Dr 6yed Mahmood has been released. 
The release order r.p.Tn» all of a sudden. If h'^ chose to go yesterday 
it was open to hiyn to have done so But the appropriateness of tl^ 
serving of the order yesterday lay In the fact that almost slmulta- 
neoualy Mr L. S. Amery stated In answer to a (jueetlon in the Com 
mona that he did not see any reason to release members of the Work 
\£Lg Committee. But lew of us knew that the release was out of the 
way event and thereby hangs a talel 

‘TVho b to Give WayT" 

The story of &rahmadatta, the king of Varanasi (Kasl) in a 
Gujarati story Is of absorbing Interest. Ha succeeded his father to 
the throne and soon acquired great fame for bis honesty and fair 
play When the Hng was honest and fair so were the people and 
the courts were soon emptied of their clientele The King was happy 
but wanted to know what hls own defects were. No one however 
would ten him what they were He, therefore decided to 
go out Incognito and know them first hand. He went to a ^xLace 
riding in hls chariot met another coming the opposite VTay The 
two could not pass each other as the lane wps too narrow for It and 
each charioteer was the other to give In. They questioned 

each other as to who their maste» were and learned that they were 
respectively the King of East and the King of Kosala. Then they 
asked each other about their masteris age and both were of equal 
age Then the charioteers took to comparing the extent, the popula 
tlon and the prosperity of each qf the two kings and found they were 
all equal Then the charioteer of Kasl asked the other how the Kin g 
of Kosala subdued hls enemies and was told that the wing of Kosala 
overp o w er ed evil with evil and gocK^ with good anger wlth*anger atifi 
wickedness ♦with wickedness. But the charioteer of Krud that 
hb King overcame hls enemies by pitting ^vll with good, falsehood 
with truth and wickedneo with service At once the Wng of Kosala 
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made way for the King of Kasi, got his horses imhamessed and 
walked up to the King of Kasi knd made his obesiance tojilm 

10_l(y^l944 

Today is China’s national day and it behoves all to give cfilna a 
prayerful thought m its present crisis The allies contend that they 
have sent abundance of material help to China But China has 
proved that it is all help sent to the Stillwell Army Far more critical 
is the mteinal condition of Chma — the conflict between the Com- 
munists and the Kuomintang This appears to be grossly exaggera‘ted 
for we read in the columns of the American NaUon (June 17th) the 
foUowmg inteiestmg account — 

Chma 

The Communists and Kuomintang need each other The Com- 
mumsts whose army consists of several hundred thousand men, and 
who have perhaps an equal number of poorly clad, under-nourished 
guerilla tioops know very well that their primary aim to defeat Japan, 
cannot be accomphshed unless they combine forces with the Central 
Government The Kuommtang on its part, reahzes that the Com- 
munist Army, though badly armed and inferior in numbers, is located 
m the north, the strategic centre and that the mfluence of the com- 
mumsts is spreadmg, probably mto the Shantiang Thus, mcreasing 
prestige derives from the fact that although they have received no 
support m the form of aims or money in the last few years, they have 
contmued to fight Japan with great local success Moreover, they 
have understood the advantage of orgamzing the population mto 
effective guerilla bands 

The ideological gulf between the Communists and the Kuomm- 
tang IS not so wide as to prevent an understanding The Commu- 
nist, have not set up sociahsm on the land, have not collectivized 
the farms On the contrary they have kept the land m the hands 
of the peasantry as private property They have not displaced land- 
lords but have directed "their chief effort to establishing reasonable 
taxes and to preventing the money-lenders from bleedmg the pea- 
sants white, as they did befoie They have organized small co- 
operatives to supply the needs of the people but they have not im- 
posed a policy of collectivization They have brought self-govern- 
ment to the villages, opened schools for the people, eliminated cor- 
ruption and they share all the hardships of the population If the 
Chinese Communist party is not so red as may be thought abroad, 
neither is^the Kuommtang so black as its directors pretend 

The Kuommtang party is today composed oOf various social groups. 
Landowners, Mflitary Leaders, Pmanciers, Industrialists Its ideo- 
logy has changed with its composition But it still contams demo- 
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cratic elements today In a minority and even tiie conserrattve mem- 
bers reafli* the Importance of Lanrf Reform A measure of Land 
IReform bas^ been obtained by thf creation of a state-owned banlc, 
-which grants loans to fanners for land Improvement and furnishes 
Tunds with which to buy ^and for division amongst the landle^ pea 
sants to develop irrigation and for settlement schemes those 
In Yunnan nnri flInWftng 

Srfl Toir Srt Month, Srd Dar 
Third year third month, third day 
Thus does time fly say what you may 
Success Is not In mortis power to command 
Suffic’t for man to hold fast to his stand. 

Oh reader 1 life Is short and love Is long 
Let that be your eternal song 

Narmbhakxhaka— Cannibal 

Brdhmadatta, King of Kaaht became a NarahfiaJcsTuika and was 
expelled from his throne and cotmtry £[e took a vow that he would 
capture a hundred princes — sons of ruling kings and give a blood 
bath to his diety the Ilievl, by sacrlflclng themu He carried out hla 
project In part and planned next the capture ot the son of the King 
of TtcMMia who was In the habit of going daily to a tank for bathing 
'Bfahmadatta hid himself behind the meahwoik of lotus stalks and 
-when the Prince came as usual i>ounced upon him and captured 
him and while he was leading him to his own place, the Prince ascer 
talced from Brahmadatta the irarpose he had in view and asked for 
time so that he might go to Ids home and perform a sacred duty 
which be had promised to do while on hJs way to the tack. The fact 
was that he had on his way met a Brahmin from Takshaslla (TaxUa) 
— a poet who offered to read to him four verses for each of which 
however he had claimed a lakh of Mohurs The prince having agreed, 
sent the poet to his DurJyir with his serrant as guide And it was 
when thus he was alone at the tank that Brahmadatta captured him. 
Now Brahmadatta was In doubt about the Prince s return but the 
latter reassured him and be was allowed to go. He went home arid 
treated the Poet to the promised courtesy and honour and paid the 
reward due to him and having narrated his experience to his father 
went to him to take leave of him. The father dissuaded him fr om 
such a suicidal errand which led him to bis death voluntarily but 
the soh in answer to the enipilry whether he did not fear the im- 
pending death, refilled that he feared the breach of his promise more 
than death,'^ The father let him go and the Prince to the surprise 
of Brahmadatta, presented hlmselg duly before him, wherenjwn the 
Narabhak$fuiJea expr essed surprise and appreciation ^md asked the 
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Plince to state v/liat boons lie wanted The Prince prayed for 4 boono, 
(1) that the Narabhakshaka should abandon his cannibgl’s life, (2) 
that he should release all the Princes in his custody and that he should 
escort them back to their kingdoms. (3) that he should abandpn his 
vow of bathing his deity in the blood of a hundred Princes and finally 
(4) that he himself should live to see the Narabhakshaka happy and 
piosperous and, attam the age of 100 years 

The four boons were granted and acted up to Brahmadatta him- 
self was admiied by his people and restored to his lost tlirone t 

Pooma and Buddha 

A young man named Poorna one of Buddha's SisJiyas approacli- 
cd Buddlia for initiation in his lore and after that was done, sought 
permission to go to Sonapura, a place known for its wickedness. 
Buddha asked him a series of questions before giving permission 

Q — I^Tiat would you do if they abused you? 

A — shall feel glad that they have not beaten me 

Q — Supposmg they beat you with their hands? 

A — 1 shall be glad that they have not stoned me 

Q — Supposmg they stone you? 

A — shall rejoice that they have not lathied me 

Q — Supposing tliat they lathied you? 

A — I shall be gratified that they have not hit me with any weapon. 

Q — Supposmg that they used a weapon? 

A — shall feel happy that they have not killed me 

Q — Supposmg they kill you? 

A — ^My soul will rejoice that they have released my body from 
this bondage and thus saved me the chance of my committmg 
suicide one day 

On hearmg these prompt and sedate replies from young Pooma, 
Buddha gave him the necessary permission 

Bbaradwaja and Buddha 

One day, Buddha went to Bharadwaja’s place as a mendicant beg- 
gmg for food Thereupon Bharadwaja raised a cry saymg “You clean 
shaven, crowned Chandala, get out, get out " Buddha addressmg him 
as “O Brahman'” asked him what«he would do if guests came to his 
house, would he not give provisions? “Yes” said the Brahman But 
supposing they don’t accept them, would he not take them back? 
“Yes” was the reply “Likewise’’ said the mendicant “you have given 
me your anger but I as a guest don’t accept it and it shall^remain with 
you ” Thus did the mendicant teach the arrogant Brahmana that 
Shanti was better than anger *• 
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-Mai Bhl D€e«h" 

In Oajarat there are 84 eecta of Brahmans all of whom are to be 
fed on cerdnonlal occasions An Oudeech Brahman had a Muasal- 
mgn friend who was Intimate with him and who wanted to attend a 
dinner He was taught hW to comport himself but enjoined to keep 
silent When ghee was being served on the Mdlda he wanted more 
and losing temper burst out saying Areyl Mallrta mey>ghee dalo The 
neighbours were at once roused for no Brahman would employ such 
laijguage or tone and being questioned he said -Mai Bhi Deech • 
rnmnlng Oudeech At once an enquiry was instituted. The whole 
dinner party was aghast and stopped eating The host came and 
adjusted matters by saying even If he is a Muslim, what has hap- 
pened, has happened. Let us make no more fuss about it 

TTiankn and Please 

An TnriiftTi Raja happened to go to England and there engaged 
the services of a maid servant. The young maid was all attenttvo 
and carrying out the behests of the Raja. One day she approached 
him an2l said, -7au seem to be a stranger to the manners and methods 
of this country I have been vTalttng to see If you will possibly learn 
to say •please whenever you ask for anything The Raja was unable 
to follow the protest but at last be learnt the manners. This reminds 
me of the obserratlon of an Rn gUsh author at an Indian Bookstall 
observing the manners of this country and remarking with s u r pri se 
HTi(i regret that no one says Thank you” to the servants in tMw 
country That shocked him. But he did not know that there Is a 
way of indicating the thanks, by a grunt, a smile a nod of the head, 
or a statement “Oh, you have taken a lot of trouble" 

Suit Notk« 

Now to revert to the R&Ja in England. On a Saturday the maid 
servant packed up things and was prei^arlng herself to leave the 
house and politely said to the Raja T am going" “Why" he asked. 
“Today is Saturday I go at noon. “Then who wiH look after the 
baby?" T don t care." “Then I shall not let you go She did not 
care and left the place On Monday she came with a hnniff and 
notice from her lawyer of a suit for damages against the Raja on his 
threatening to restrain her wrongfully With difficulty the poor 
Baja wriggled himself out of the scrape 

‘ThuUuiTm Siyova" 

Here is a Japanese story taken from a Gujarati school reader 
which relates to a boy who was bojp wttli forgetfulness.” However 
often ypu liiay tell him, he did not remember his own name His 
mother therefore attached a servant to him t^ accompany him always 
and everywhere so that the bc^ may not cut a sorry figure But 
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sometimes the servant would be absent Moreover, the boy was put 
to a gum who taught him to repeat his name Still he would forget 
The boy— not too dull— therefore (Revised a plan He asftced that he 
should be given anothei name also so that if he should forget thp one, 
perchance, he might remember the other 6ut not content with this, 
he asked that the two names be written on the two ends of his 
uttareeyam (upper garment) That was done and the two names 
were “Phuthava and Siyova ” He was always repeating the names so 
as not to forget them One day in his wanderings he went neaf a 
nver In Japan, they put up boards on which are written the names 
of the rivers, their depth, and the place where they must be forded 
The boy read them, duly- tucked up his clothes and wanted to step 
into the I'lver but slipped and fell into a pit and wriggled himself out 
In his anxiety and efforts to save himself, he forgot the two names 
and consequently examined the end of his uttareeyam for the names 
which however got wet and washed off the cloth The boy was 
clevei He at once discovered who 'stole’ the names and accused the 
liver of having committed the sharp practice He demanded, of the 
contractor and the wateis the prompt restoration of the names and 
when there was no response forthcoming, he resolved to discover 
his names which he was suie, must be lying hidden at the bottom 
of the river So he decided to bale out the waters by his cap and 
inauguiated the task with fervour and firmness 


All this was being, however, watched from afar, by a man seated 
on the top of a hillock, who was the contractor of the pearls con- 
tained m the river He came down from his height promptly and 
roundly addressed the boy ‘You chor, you are stealing my pearls from 
the river ” The boy nothing daunted with equal promptitude re- 
phed, “You call me chor, it is youi river — ^that is the chor and it 
has stolen my name ” “What is your name” asked the contractor 
“You dufiei,” said the boy, “don’t you follow what I say— It is my 
two names that your river has stolen ” From exchange of words, 
thus, the two came to blows and the boy got the better of the old 
fellow and began to belabour him demandmg the restoration of his 
names to him At last when the boy got hold of the contractor’s 
neck and throttled him, he cried out in despair, “Phuthava Siyova” 
meanmg by the former “That is enough” and by the latter “you leave 
me” “Ah, cried the boy, those are my names and thou hast at last 
restored them to me Now go thy w^y and get thee behmd me ' ” 


Pare Vernacular 

There'-'are not a few v^o make a point of speaking only m their 
mother tongue A Brahmin was going to a Railway Station and not 
knowing its location epquired of passers-by as to where the Agni 
Ratha Vishram, Sthana (Railway station) was VDn reacliing the book- 
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Ing office he put ioine money at the wjndow and naked for “Bey Molya 
Patrfta” (Two tickets) to a certain place The clerk not understand- 
ing asked, ^Arey Seedha kyon bhata nal hai? (why don’t you nit 
straight?) , 

How to coatrol the Enemy 

Some rare prescriptions are given In Kautllyas Arifta Sfuutra 
to overpower and destroy the enemy — namely to set Hr© to the 
enemy s houses to cause Instantaneous death by the smoke ol certain 
jxrfrdm or slow death in a month when administered to a person, 
to destroy animal life by smoke as far as It may be carried off by the 
wind, to cause blindness to jnlson water to cause madness by smoke 
to cause leprosy Gonorrhoea, consumption and fever to destroy the 
tongue, to cause people to bite making those bitten bite others, to 
die at sight of certain things, to make fire bum tmqnenchlngly to 
enable a man to fast for a fortnlfd^t for a month, to alter the colour 
of both bli)ed emd quadruped animals, to cause white colour to make 
the hair white to cure leprosy to emit light at nights to bum with 
fire wltiout hurt. 

Whoever has anointed his leg* with the on rrtracted from the 
paste prepared from the roots of pari Bhadraka (Erythrlna IhcUca) 
Fratlbala Vanjula (a ktnd of ratan or tree) Vajra (Andjopogon 
muricatum or euphorbia) and Kadali (Ba n ana) mixed with the serum 
of the flesh of a frog can walk over fire, (without hurt) The book 
contains also prescriptions to walk over a hot mass of white fire as 
though on a bed of roses, to breathe out volumes of smoke and fire 
to enable fire to bum even In the storm In water to bind the legs 
of a man covered with a paste and thus break them to pieces, to 
break avakOTitha (sun stone) magnet, to pieces to enable a person 
to walk 50 yojana* without fatigue walk a 100 yojanas also *medl 
clnes and mantras* to enable persona by ointments, *to see In pitch 
dark at night to *wBJk Invisible to make beasts and birds Invisible 
to throw the whole of the nnimtd luje into slumber to ma^ doors 
open themselves and put inmates to sleep to cut to pieces strings of 
machines, to cause a man g Wly to grow in width and length to cause 
bUndness, loss of *llTelihood to destroy families to cause foodstufCs 
in vessels never to decrease in quantity to cause butter produced by 
the cows to collect itself in a vogel to call out a collection of fruits 
to come out of their own accord, and to remove the bad effects of 
poison and to remove consumpUcAi and madness. 

DeepavaU <16— 1I>— 44) 

lAst year (1M3) the festivals wrrt uo-i celebrated owlnV to the 
Bengal Pamlto The DeSpavmll was as dork os amaxxisya would be 
But this year our elffel tower has been lighted In live tlen and the 
cemented circular platfdrm at the bottom made a fifth. Luckily there 
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IS no wind This day, the 16thtOf October, once used to be observed 
as the partition day of Bengal Tliat partition dating back to 16-10- 
1905 was undone on 12-12-1911 This year, we were perilously near 
another partition (Pakistan) That has be^n luckily averted for the 
tune being and we have with unmixed feelings celebrated Deepavali 
subject to the limitations of rationmg 

f 

Those two gourds 

On the day of the Lakshmi Puja, an interestmg episode tpok 
place in the pantry It was really a tragio-comedy The cooks who 
have ever so many giounds for mutual quarrels especially when one 
steals somethmg and does not share it with anothei had a quarrel 
as usual and when the time came for cutting the evenmg vegetables 
from the ‘cooker’, the two gouids (Lokis) disappeared At first, the 
man m charge searched for it here and there and elsewhere and then 
reported the loss to the Havildar who reported it to the Jamadar, who 
duly communicated it to the Jailor who thereupon held a court, sum- 
moned all the prisoners — some thirteen in number and mac^e tliem 
stand m a double row observmg strict silence and guarded by sepoys 
(warders) and took them one by one, lecoided depositions Then the 
12 sepoj^s were set the task of search for the two gourds oi their cut 
pieces or lemnants thereof and some of us joined m the search It 
was exciting and there was fun We searched the clothing and bed- 
dmgs, the baskets and the water tubs, the drains and the gutters, the 
hot water boiler and the cold water reseivoir, the eves of verandahs 
and the surfaces of the tiles, the terraces and the roofs, the lumber 
rooms, under the caipets, within the niioar of the cots, at the roots of 
flower plants, on the branches of big trees and all in vain There was 
a quail el and one or two prisoners were fettered Cor a while and re- 
leased The fact was that whenever a saucei or cup was broken, it 
was bemg thrown over the roof into the yard outside our block These 
two must have met with a like fate and there, bemg found sound 
and edible, must have been removed by some servant living on the 
premises It is thus that packets of tobacco find their way mto jails 
over the high walls and it must be thus that our two gourds must 
have found their way outside the block over the low roof of the 
lavatories 


The Deer and the Wolf Cubs 

In spite of these acts of miscfiief and woise on the part of the 
common prisoners, much attention and kindness were lavished on 
them T^at is the Indiaji temperament and there would be discus- 
sions whether all this was worthwhile domg m relation^to men who 
robbed and raped, who rioted and murderecf, who drank and danced, 
and who would do all this agam But the justification is to be found 
m the Russiafi Fable which tells how a deer loi^t both her young ^ones 
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gnrf her udder waa heavy with milk. So she suckled two cubs w hi ch 
she found in the forest and when a i>aaseiby asked her whether she 
knew whom she was suckling and explained that they were cubs of a 
wolf yrhlch on growing big would till her she simply said, “my udder 
la heavy with mCk -aiKi it^la my Sharma to unburden It 

Ghl or agile (17 — ^10 — ^44) 

Dr Byed Mahmoods IntervlewB outside as reported in certain 
papers— the Leader and AmrU Bazar Pairtka (Allahabad Edition) 
h^e helped to provide some badly needed amusement. He stated 
that the elderly members were playing Indoor games while the girl In- 
mates were playing badminton. We have no girl Inmates here however 
much one might wl3h there were some Or may it be that Govern- 
ment sanctlaned some and the Jailor and Superintendent mlsdlroot- 
ed them? It may be remembered that an English dally in London In 
describing the meeting of August 7tb and &th In Bombay said that 
It was tumultuous and disorderly until a bevy of dancing girls came 
on the stage and provided dancing and music which alone restored 
order ' 

Ihe fact seems to be that the UP telegram* was despatched by 
the signaller using the word ‘girl in place of ‘agile 

Who U to Manage 

The Gujarat Vldya Peeth has pubUshed readers for young boys 
and girls wlib:h are really a remarkable production abounding as tb^ 
do In diverse stories of artistic Interest at the same time carrying 
moral lessons with them. 

Dhanya was a rich Bheth who had four sons,— Dhanpah Dhana 
Dev Dhana Rakshak and Dhanagop Be was greatly worried in his 
old age as to who should be the consultant and adviser In the manage- 
ment of his property and wealth U he should go abroad on a pilgri- 
mage or If he ahould be debtUbited by advancing age or if ha ahnuld 
die The four sons were married and their wives were UJJlk, Bhoga- 
vath Rakshlka and Rohlnl. He called hla daughters-ln-law one day 
one by one and gave each of them five grains of paddy asking that 
they ahould take due care of them ftnd produce tbmn before >ilm 
whenever be should so derire D]jlk smiled to herself and said, ‘TVhat 
need Is there that 1 should secure them? There Is a whole gjranary 
full of paddy In the house." And she threw them away Bhogavatl 
shelled the grains and ate away the rice thinWng to herself like 
UJJIk that the five grains could be easily returned from the tons of 
paddy In the store* Rakahlka carefully iled them up In « piece of 
sHk cloth ind put the bundle under the pHlow pud was every now 
and then ope nin g the bundle and verlfyl^ their existence. But 
Eohlnl dug the earth -and planted them and watered the plant* which 
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grew each producing twenty to forty stalks and all yielding measures 
of paddy which was resown next season and so on, so tUat in due 
course the paddy filled whole Kothars or paddy stonn'g jais At 
the end of five years Dhanya Seth called each of them pro- 

duced the five grams from the granary and' owned up what she had 
done Likewise did Bhogavati When the turn came to Rakshika she 
proudly pioduce/i the very grams and equally pioudly narrated how 
she piotected them When Rohlni was asked to produce her 5 grams 
she asked for a number of bullock carts and when surprise was ex- 
pressed as to why she reqmred bullock carts for cariying five grains, 
she related in dfetail the story of the granaries of paddy hito which 
they grew Then Dhanya said to Rohini, “You are the person to be 
consulted and to manage the whole property” Rakshika, the pro- 
tector, was made the Treasurer as she could only take care of what 
she had and could not reproduce Bhogavati, one who enjoys life, 
was put m charge of kitchen to cook and to feed the rest Ujjlka, 
the wastrel (from Tyaj — to abandon) was told her duty was to 
sweep the house and keep thmgs clean Each daughter-m-law was 
true to her name and accordmgly assigned duties appropriate to the 
name she bore 

Roosevelt and the Baby (29 — 10 — ’44) 

An American citizen had a son whom he proudly showed to his 
friend The latter blessed him and said, “May he live long to be the 
President of the USA Repubhc'” “Why, what has happened to Pre- 
sident Roosevelt’” was the prompt taunt of the father against the 
unendmg greed of Frankhn whose 4th election comes off on the 7th 
November 1944 

A Prmce and the Worldng Committee 
India has 562 prmces of different categories and one of them 
mamtams 200 dogs for which a special tram is formed whenever they 
are moved Showmg the worst looking amongst them, he said to 
Lionel Pielden who had been the Controller of Broadcastmg fjor 5 
years (1935-40) and resided and wrote a book on India “Beggar My 
Neighbour” "there you see the Workmg Committee of the Congress ’ 

Malvi and Moulvi 

In better taste undoubtedly is the christening of his two dogs by 
a District Magistrate in U P as “Malvi and Moulvi” whether the com- 
bination is due to their incomplete rhymmg or whether it is because 
Malaviyajee is as good a speaker in Urdu as in Hindi and is therefore 
very near being a Moulvi, it is not easy to say, but there is no bad 
taste m the christening 

Prof. A. V. “Hill’s Errors < 

The Indian Scientific Mission that is visiting Britam and America 
was welcomed by Prof A. V Hill, MP, PRS,tand Secretary of the 
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Royal Society He was aBked at a Press Confereiic© wliy men like 
Sir 0 V R^man and others of the sniwrlor grade did not turn up In 
Brltalru HU answer was not mer^ lame but untrue for he said they 
were jiot heads of Institutions or holding Important positions. The 
statement may be examlrlfed frtan the standpoint of the quallflcatlons 
of those who have Tlalted and those who have not visited Dr Sir C V 
Raman U a Scientist of International ix)sltion. He ^ the Head of 
Physics Department In the Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore 
anjl Is the President of the Indian Academy of Science But he Is an 
Independent man and if selected, shonld have been made the leader 
of the Delegation in place of Dr Bhatnagar who Is a Government 
officer and therefore could be better relied upon for Government pur- 
poses. Jnanendranath Uukherlee la only a Ghosh Proftasor of Che- 
mistry In the Calcutta Unlversltf and likewise S K. Mltra, a Ghosh 
Professor of Physics Like Bhatnagar Dr Naslr Ahmed and CoL 
BhnHa. are Government servants and therefore trusty^ lieutenants of 
Government Amongst the omissions are besides Sir O V Raman 
Professor Blrbul flahnt -who Is the Dean of the Faculty of Science and 
an and Dr Bhabha who Is likewise an FHjS These three 

omissions are glaring and Inexplicable on the grounds mentioned by 
Prof A. ? HTll. Thus the selection was defective on grounds both of 
ozmsslon and commission. 

The Spirit of Korea 

Korea came under the control of Japan. The Independent move* 
ment began in 1919 and as a reprisal some villages were burnt. Two 
American journalists watched this and asked some of the villagers 
who were victims, what It was that endeared Independence to them 
so much. One of the party an elderly man said “Gentlemen we are 
villagers. We are Ignorant, We know not what Government Is, but 
these lands — and he stamped his foot on the ground — have been ours 
from the days of our ancestors. Would you not feel It If you lost your 
lands to another nation?" Not merely the old man but the children 
were permeated with the spirit of Independence A number of them 
were arrested and kept In Police lock up for having made a demon- 
stration In favonr of Korean Independence After two days they were 
made to stand In a file and warned not to do any such thing At once 
they pulled their belts out which relaxed their trousers nnd bared 
their abdomens on which they showed the Korean flag was painted 
The colours were black, red hlaci^ of the earth and red of their Iron 
blood! 

Three Epljrams 

(1) The fly Is described as a^ndulum that movesifrom the 
latrine to the kitchen. • 

(2) A sdon of an aristocratic family beipg ultimately reduced In 
circumstances and dragged to the co urt answered the Judge’s en- 
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quiry about the cause of his fall by putting it down to “slow horses 
and fast women ” •= 

(3) A general warned his ofBoers always to take work, wine and 
women m the particular order but they persisted in beginning at the 
end and moving from last to first 

f Cat’s Eye 

A Reuter’s message runs as follows — 

German Scientists have mvented a new “cat’s eye’’ drug whfch 
trebles the eyesight m darkness accordmg to a Berlin report in the 
AftonNadet The new drug is called “noctan bee’’ Injected in the 
eye it makes the retina perceive ultra-red rays It enables a night- 
^er to sight an enemy plane in darkness at a distance three times 
longei than had hitherto been experienced Mass production of the 
“cat’s eye” drug has begun, the report added The Germans expect 
soon to be able to mject all their night-fighters before sendmg them 
into battle 

ft <1 * • * * * 

Only a few days ago, I referred m these pages to the devices of 
Kautilya’s time to enable people to see at night but desisted from 
Quotmg the prescriptions I must now quote them for India’s honour 

“Havmg pulled out both the right and the left eyeballs of a 
cat, camel, wolf, boar, porcupme, vagula, crow and owl or of any 
one or two or three or many such annuals which roam at mghts, 
one should reduce them to two kmds of powder Whoever anoints 
his ovm light eye with the powder of the left eyebaU and vice 
versa can clearly see things even in pitch at night 

“One IS the eye of a boar, another that of a Khadyota (Fire 
fly) or a crow or a mama bird Havmg anointed one’s own eyes 
with the above, one can clearly see things at night ” 

(Page 449, Chapter m Kautilya’s Artha Shastra) 

The “Additional” 

A farmer was accused of having stolen the bull of his neighbour 
whose argument was that he had 3 bulls not four Farmers may have 
pairs of bulls, but not three Tlie third was obviously stolen No 
amount of argument by the accused would convmce the Magistrate 
who cast m his weight on the side of the prosecutor At last in utter 
despair, the farmer said, “Your worship, you are an additional Magis- 
trate and my bull is an “additional” bull This closed the matter 
If he so chose, he might Ate thq instance of the Government Secre- 
tariats where they are the Secretary, the Additional Se'crelary, the 
Jomt Secretary, the Depiity Secretary, the Additional Deputy Secre- 
tary, and the Joint Deputy and the Assistant‘Secretary 
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GenilemtaiT 

1 

Mr Labour Member It Is said addressed the members 

of Uie House of Oommons on a certain occasion “Gentlemen” The 
apeaker at once raised a point of order and stopped the member The 
member profusely apologmed saying “HonTjle Members of the House 
I f Tn profoundly sorry — I called you gentlemen ” The fact Is that 
In on shch pMpTphUea the chair has to be addresstd and not the /■ 
members. 

* Botne Deflnltloiis 

(a) Itonocracy— “Democracy Is the art of governing according 
to the Ignorance of maJorlUcs," 

(b) Political Science— “Political Science Is the devising of the 
best ways of fulfilling the wQl of thp world. Once the method la laid 
■down, the way Is discovered and machinery provided and the States 
man’s work is done. Ihe offldal s begins. 

Says Bernard Shaw in his Preface to *Qettlng Married" (p 0) 

) “Any athlest could pass himself ofl on them as a bishop any 

anarchist as a Judge, any despot as a Whig any sentimental so- 
cialist as a Tory any philtre monger or witch finder as a Scien- 
tist, any phrase maker as a Statesman.** 

The Goepel of Laodlceo 

An immoderately good man Is much more dangerous than an Im- 
moderately bad man that Is why Savonarola was burnt and John or 
Leyden tom to pieces with red pincers whilst multitudes of rescals 
(unredeemed) were being let off with clipped ears, burnt palms a 
flogging or a few years In the galleys. Socrates was poisoned and Joan 
of Arc was burnt. 

The Gospel of lAOdlceo urges people to be temperate (moderate) 
in what they call goodness as In everything else. 

Grow More Food 

To plead want of food for a growing pcpulatlon is as stupid as 
to plead want of ah’ for breathing of water for washing and drink- 
ing end light for seeing. They produce it. It Is hands that produce 
not the soQ. It Is the brain that makes two blades of grass grow 
can grow more trees and fruit, that can train wild growth into gardens 
and food for man and beast 

Ihe more you need, the mori you produce pnd consume and re- 
produce and reconsume, 

Dbaolatlon of Marriage 

Marrlatfb It has already been pointed out Is dissolved by a box 
on the ear a* In Franco by an epithet as in Germany it Is dlsmlved 
simply at the wish, o^ both parties In Sweden 
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Dependence of women on men reduces the difference between mar- 
iiage and prostitution to the diderence between Trade Unions and un- 
oiganized casual labour ^ ' 

Women don’t object to Polygamy because full share of ar 10th 
rate man is no better than 1/10 share in a first rate man (Income); 
men object because best men monopolize all women just as m Poly- 
\ andiy women object because best women have all the men Hence all 
men and women support monogamy because men object to polygamy 
and women to polyandry and only inferiors and mediocres object- 
not the best men or women So screw up the mfenor and the average 
to higher level and Polygamy and Polyandry would disappear 

Shavian Wit 

“Send the Husband and Wife to Penal servitude if you want to 
punish them but do not send them back to perpetual wedlock” 

‘Never foiget that if you leave your law to Judges and your re- 
hgion to Bishops, you wiU presently find yourself without either lav; 
or Religion ” < 

“Journalists aie too poorly paid in this countiy to know anythmg 
that IS fit for pubhcation ” 

“Let us rejoice m death as m birth for without death we can’t 
be boin agam and born better is fit only to represent the city of 
London m Pai Lament or perhaps the University of Oxford ” 

Communist vs Capitalist 

The Chessmen of U S SH were on show in July 1944 at the Man- 
hattan Metropolitan Museum In USSR, chess is the most popular 
indoor game and the chess pieces represent figures in the class 
struggle There is a chamed worker who is a capitalist pawn There is 
a sinister piece whose head as a grimacing skill is a capitalist kmg 
There is a rugged collective farmer who is a communist pawn And 
there is an aproned worker who is a communist kmg 

* {Time July 24, '44). 

Thou ‘Moorkha” 

On one occasion King Bhoja went into the harem when the 
Queen was talkmg to a lady friend of hers and seeing him break m 
upon their privacy, the queen called him “thou Moorkha The King 
lost his balance thereon not knowmg* why he was so treated and being 
wholly upset began to so address every one he came across mcludmg 
Kalidasa who said 

“While eating I w^ not. 

While laughing I prate not, 

I regrej; not the‘past, 
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I pralie not mine OTpn deeds 

Wlran two $xe spealdn? I Tn»Ve not the third, 

How then O Bhojal callesUtbou me Moorkha"? 

On wtng- Bhoja forthwith realised why his cnieen reprimand- 
ed as Moorkha 

Electricity and life ^ 

AH living exist stUTOonded by on electrical aura of their 

owll mflWng This aura of electro-dynamic field plays a great part 
In determining the sire shape and behavlonr of every plant and ani- 
mal It is influenced m or eo ver by all the little understood phenome- 
non of the universe cosmic luys and sun spots. This means that 
life on earth Is connected electrically to the whole mysterious, dyna- 
mic pattern of the universe. To prove the existence of this electric 
field in an nntmaT , 0r Burr puts a live salamander In a dish full of 
salt water which acts as an electrical conductor Tyiadlng from his 
bath to an extremely sensitive delicate recording aparatus are two 
electrodts In effect conducting wires. As the dish and the aalftmander 
are turned, an electric current flows through these electrodes and Is 
registered on the recorder The living salamander has thus become 
a tiny electric generator In so doing the salamander provides a con- 
clusive proof that he possesses an electric field, for it is a Physical law 
that when such a field is rotated an electric c ur re n t Inevitably re- 
sults. Again the Influence of the unlveTse on Begonia plant Is shown 
by an experiment When attached by two electrodes to the recorder 
It registered large increase In voltage at full mOon. Dr Burr however 
believes tome larger force in universe affects both plant and cycle 
of the moon. Trees an over the world are affected alike by forces In 
universe. 

In a growing corn as the seed sprouts and the root grows down- 
ward, more and more electric current is generated. Dr Burr con- 
cludes from this and other experiments that electric fields play a 
major part In determining the shape and design of all living things. 

What is more, wound diagnoses can be done electrically When 
healthy forefingers are dipped In cups of salt water connected to a 
galvanometer the dial shows 1.6 mllll volts flowing between positive 
left hand and negative right hand. Current changes when the a 
middle fingers— one with slight cut one end — are dipped In the cup*. 
The left is now negative and current has gone up to 12 mun volts. 

It may soon bo possible to diagnose Internal lesions Ilka ulcers by a 
similar method. 

j ^ Women Wfcrriorx * 

Is It a fact that she goats are not killed for meat nor the she 
sheep? If so It Is a wise and far seen plan of providing meat and 
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perpetuating the progeny So it is VTith cows Apart from the reli- 
gious objection of the Hindus ^o cow killing, economically, it is dis- 
astrous m its results And If the women are sent as food? for cannon, 
they help to destroy the progeny * 

“Ham, Ayen*^” 

<. One eminent Divme m Bengal was somewhat taken aback when 
' the Bengalee on concludmg his business with him said “Ham Ayen?” 
and got up Why does he say “we come” a half an hour after he has 
come and why does he say that and rise to go? The practice is alnfbst 
umversal, — ^In Bengal, in Utkal, m the South of India and elsewhere 
The Tamilian says, “non varren” which means “I come” The 
Andhra says “I shall come” or “I go and come”, the Kanarese says 
“nan Barithem” (I come and so on) which means I go and shall 
come agam To say merely, “I go” Is inauspicious This practice 
does not seem to be pievalent, however, m Gujarat 

Moyne’s a Guiness 

The news that the British Resident Minister m the Mid-^iast was 
fatally shot by two civilians as he was stepping from his car outside 
his home In Cairo, shows that terrorist outrages are spreading from 
Palestine abroad He is Irish and was formerly Col Walter Edward 
Gmness and a joke is associated with his name He was the head 
of a family which owned a large concern of manufacture of Beer 
known as guiness In Great Britam and Ireland the host at a party 
asks each guest “what is yours” and the joke was perpetrated in answer 
to this Moyne is a Guiness The joke is perhaps better understood 
m India at any rate if it is made clear that Gumess is the name of a 
celebrated beer and that the Irish pronounce ‘Mine’ as ‘Mojme’ — ^the 
title that Sir Edward Guiness assumed on being raised to a peerage. 
Pun IS not a good form of wit yet there it is, “Myon is a Guiness ” 

Three Great Events (7—11 — ’ii) 

Great events seldohi occur smgly. Professor Blackie is credited 
with havmg made a joke when he said “Great men are not born smgly 
They come in groups For mstance three great personages were bom 
in 1809— Queen Victoria, Mr Gladstone and myself ” On the seventh 
of November too three or even four great events happened The 
Russian Revolution and Stahn’s anti-Japanese speech, the Presi- 
dmtial election of U S A and my oi^ birthday But there is a fourth 
which IS not less interesting 

0 » c 

Thief ‘Neighbour < 

^o^rth is the daring act of housebreakmg and theft in the 
night by a little rat or* mouse For years, I have been wont to keep 
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a plantain by the bediidD to be taken between 1 and 2 ajn^ when I 
get an attack of hunger pain. This particular night when I fumbled 
for the plarftain at the usual tlm^ I foimd my finger ran Into a ca- 
Temoua hole 2 Inches long and it Inch broad and ^ Inch deep and 
on ^ygmining tho accident by switching on the light, I found that a 
rat or mouse had mode a cinmlar hole in the mosquito net 1 Inch In 
diameter popped In Its head and encroached upon m^ precious medi- 
cine for my bcxtralglCL For 2 years and 3 months I have kept the 
plfmtain by my bedside and it was unmolested nil along. Why then 
did this act of spoUlatlon happen? Really It was on act of rerengo for 
we bad a bunch of plantains which was wrapped op In grass and kept 
In a comer Two plantains were eaten Into and I removed them Into 
the cupboard which made them Inaccessible to tho thief my neighbour 
Apparently the rat or mouse Is on short commons and not admitted to 
the ptlrOege of rationing In the city cither And too It has reason 
for taking rerenge on me In partlcnlar I am therefore obliged to 
keep my plantain In a bottle cork it, and keep It under the pillow and 
the piqow under my head with the bottom of the bottle— not its 
mouth— towards the curtain, so os to moke my diet rat-proof 

Cultural Losses 

Tho greatest tragedy of wars Is the loss of Libraries Paintings 
and Art Treasures. India has suffered In the post as much os any 
other coxmtry both from wars and from the ravages of time Kali- 
dasa has referred In 3IalapO:apnfmltra to dramas of Bhasa, SaumlDa 
end Karlputra. Nothing Is taown of the lafter two while some ol 
Bhasa ■ works were discovered by Ganapatl Shastrt Bhaskarncharya 
the great Indian Mathematician refers to the solution of quadratic 
equation by Brtdharacharya and Padmanabh. No book is known to 
be extant of either of the two The **Abhldhanna Kosa*^ of Vasu- 
bandha Is only found In Chinese from which It hn-< been translated 
Into French and Acharya Narendra dcr (one of our twelve) has ren- 
dered It Into English and HindL 

The hhnirles of Nalanda and 'Vlkramasheela were burnt by the 
Muslim Invaders. 


Fracture (14 — 11 — 44) 

No one knows what Is awa’Ung him or her tho next moment 
This evening Shree Hare Krishna Mehtab has finished his badminton 
and gone to the Volley Ball which Is played by the sepoys nnrf the 
common prisoners. After a ^rtiUe^he suddenly complain »d of pi<n 
In the mldlUo phalanx *of the left little finger and was obviously in 
distress On exam i n ation, it was found to ^ a case of fracture. He 
was Immediately senO to the Colonel who bandaged It with a splint 
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and next mormng took him ou^ for x-rays which revealed a fracture 
of the end of the bone in a V-shaped form in which Is enclosed the 
comcal bit Plaster of Paris ban4age has been apphed'and he has 
recovered in time , 


Match -makers 

') To an Enghshman, it may sound strange that marriages should 
be settled by mtermediaries In India generally speaking it is so 
But what should one say when one hears of the 'match-makers’ "^in 
Prance who bring about alliances between girls and boys and get in 
return a share of the dowry that the bride takes to the bridegroom^ 
In Prance, the girl population is much larger than the boy element 
There is therefoie competition among girls for boys and the decid- 
mg issue is the dowry along with other factors It is possible that 
the girl and the boy have not met before marriage and they seldom 
throw out any proposals made by their parents In Bengal, there is 
a class of people called ‘ghataks’ who bring about marriages It is 
said that they are experts m castmg horoscopes or even recasting 
them as the Kundahs of the boy and the girl must agree for the 
alliance to be fixed up 

“Where do you drag me” 

Quarrels between a wife and her husband are not uncommon in 
life A certam wife m a fit of anger left her husband’s house and 
stayed away for a day She then changed her mind and wanted to 
return but found no one to cajole or coax her So she had recourse to 
a device The cattle were retummg home from the fields She got 
hold of the tail of one of them and was all the while crying. Go 
va'pas (the cows are leturning) Mujhko kahan kheench le gate ho 
(where do you drag me?) So she made her way home I 

The People 

One of the most po]f)ular quotations in pohtics is Abraham Lin- 
colns Gettysburg address It seems most of us make a mistake in 
emphasising the propositions mstead of the noun people m the 
sentence,- -Government of the people, by the people, for the people, 
veryone says “of the people, by the people, for the people ” 

Do Animals* Think? 

Sparrows can steal and conceal the stolen property m some 

nnm V detectioji and pick it up for use later when the 

owner has left the place ^ i 

wolves can ponspire to inveigle a dog that pursues them 
rap where a group of them he m ambu& to destroy the dog. 
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(3) The spider when It notices that Its thread tied at one end 
to a plant }s sagging It the erect by spinning a thread 

from Its top arirf attaching It at the other end to some low shrub 

(4'j Two healthy porcupines golds a blind one In between them 
CYery morning to a palrtufe and guide It back home In the evenings. 

One life ^ 

How often have we not heard of India being a congeries of 
nations? Yet they observe a common calendar —solar or lunar their 
common festivals being regulated by the lunar The festivals are 
seasonal astronomical, religious or historic. Their marriage customs 
and death ceremonies are the same Births and deaths are observed 
with varying pTnphturi* on poRoUan Sea baths, Ohatunnas are com- 
mon to India The Oods and thdr anecdotes, the lore of faiths and 
philosophy the methods of worship the practice of Yoga, the system 
of medicine and surgery the folk lore and folk songs, the music and 
dance the drama and their rendering on the boards In-doors or In 
the ope^ the division Into castes and their Ideals the codes of con 
duet and the Laws of Society the prohibitions and inhibitions of rela- 
tionship through marriage tbe treatment accorded to women, the laws 
of inheritance (with small variations) the social laws and Civil In- 
stitutions, the dress and diet (with slight climatic adaptations ) the 
bathing and washiug the superstitions and prejudices, conception 
of eclipses of HeR and Heaven, the 12 sacred rivers and the seven 
Barvatas, and pUgrlmages the seven Island continents the Influence 
of stars on tinman life the personification of the earth, the Ganges 
and the cow as the three mothers Bhumata Gangamata and Oomata 
— oil these and many more are common to the Hindus from gn^hTnir 
to Cape Camorln and from Dwarka to Sylhet. These thoughts re- 
occur to the mind when In friendly chats we compare notes and dls 
cover that the months oC Paush, Ashadh and Bhadrapad are Inaus- 
pldoua for entering a new house celebrating a marriage or sending 
a new bride to her father In law's place. In the north, they observe 
a period as KTiarcamas and In the south as Miulham — (Maudhyami) 

American Trains 

T travelled down to Los Angeles by what Is called Cayllght a 

train of extreme modernity' says J K Hudson In his American Note 
Book — “A voice over the loudQ>eaker told us where we were how 
long we should remain at the neil stop who hrtd a telegram waiting 
for him and from time to time got the news bulletin ainn it was 
something of a bombardment. 

» , 

-* Comedies of £aiiguafo 

When Englishmen learn the Indian languages, they commit 
queer mistakes as for •instance usiag the word for ‘yashlng” (the 
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clothes) in place of the word for washing the leg of the horse Like- 
wise Indians are known to commit comic blunders in the jise of Eng- 
lish wolds and expressions A lawjrer of North India— let us call him 
Parvati Charan, when asked by the Judge what the correct* time 
was, said, lookhig at his watch 'shut up, iny Lord’ "What do you 
mean” says the Judge “Shut up my Lord" was the reply The fact was 
his watch stopped (or shut up) as he put it Tlie same lawyer in con- 
gratulating the Judge on an occasion sa,id “My Lord you are trulj a 
eunuch Judge” m place of a ‘unique judge’ An Unya prisoner in ^he 
1922 campaign complained of his monthly course having debilitated 
hun, when he had a nocturnal emission There was a man named 
Das who sought a job and repiesented himself to the European offlcei 
who knew a bit of Unya that he belonged to a slave (Dasa) Dynasty 
and deserved to be uplifted He was given a Deputy Collector’s place 
and went on until the tiick was discovered too late for amends 

Once the Maharaja of P — went to the Gov ei nor of his Province 
and saw the Governor coming out of the bath room after liaving a 
shave Then the Maharajah said to him “Your Excellency seems to 
be bloody today ” " 

Artificial Manufacture of Diamonds 

A meteorite is a veritable mine of wealth not merely the wealth 
of knowledge but the wealth of valuable property The discovery on 
examination of meteorite, right in its centre of a diamond has led to 
the cult of artificial diamonds and at the hands of Henry Morrison 
led. to the study of their manufacture The formation of the diamond 
m the meteorite was due to the high pressure to wliich the carbon 
as Its centre was subjected as the meteoric fell on earth. Its outer 
layer was of iron and the sudden cooling gave the pressure So Henry 
Moriison melted iron and dropping a piece of carbon into it suddenly 
cooled the molten iron with carbon in water found no diamond but 
only graphite ’The fact was that the water vapour created by the 
molten iron poured mto it being a bad conductor of heat conserved 
it and prevented suddep cooling Next time, the cooling was effected 
by pouring molten iron with the carbon into molten lead there being 
a vast disparity in the melting pomts of the two Tliis time, the 
carbon was converted into bits of diamond which could be easily re- 
covered by dissolvmg the whole mass in Hydrochloric acid and thus 
separating the Diamond bits The cost of such a manufacture how- 
ever was forbiddmg The brilliant?, sold in the market as substitutes 
of diamonds have however nothing to do with this experiment 


c Deflation (}or Ten Tons of Pregnancy) 

“In Rome an astonished Carhinieri offleer blinked, gasped and 
began to count Neve;* had he seen so many pregnant ‘Romanas’ 
trudgmg back from visits to the country side *■ He remembered Mus- 
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«nHTii and bl 5 medab for mother-hoodL But H Dnce wa* pone Could 
It be tbat, his works were marchlni on? The suspicious Ccrbfnfrrl 
declaed to tovesJffate uncorered a wide spread fraud. In fitted con- 
tainers under their clothes the pregnant women were delivering 
olive oil to Rome's Black Market buyers. A few days of pre-natal 
check ops yielded 10 tons of oQ. — (Tfme) 

Mathematical Robot * j 

•Tlie worlds greatest matjiematlcal calculating machine was 
alAjwn to Newmen in August 1044 when there was unveiled a bewild- 
ering 60 foot panel of knob wires, counters, gears and switches, with 
jOO roles of wire 3 million electric connections. It will moke any 
mathematical calculation suggested on earth as well as a number 
posed by the celestial universe This colossal gadget was Invented by 
Harvard’s Associate Professor (Now Commander) Howard H AUken 
with the flfjtiittflnro of engineers of International business machine 
corps which built the machine. The calculator adds or subtracts In 
1/3 of a second, multiplies in 6 seconds calculates the sine of x In 83 
Mcondj. It has solved In 19 hours a problem that took four operators 
3 weeks on ordinary ofllce calcuJitors, given guinea pig and mortality 
rates, it Is capable of computing how many living progeny a palp 
of Guinea pig would hare by 8t. Patricks Day of 1968. It sdves 
simultaneous linear algebraic equations analyses, statistics stores up 
the answers to difficult computations for future use In similar pro- 
blems and gets answers accurate to 23 places. When the Machine 
errs. It automatically stops. It has already exposed 11 miscalculations 
in a certain formula that has been standard for years. After tho war 
Mr Allbcn, the Inventor predicts the machine will solve problems In 
star movements which have never been tackled because the computa 
tlon was too laborious 

Allten took 8 years to plan end build the machine The operator 
feeds a problem Into the machine by punching holes In a tape In a 
coded sequence The tape then rolls over a drum which picks up 
the message by mechanical feelers and ctoacs electric circuits that 
start the calcuJatlan process. 

Go Temples 

India is the land of sacred temple* all over Every one Is fajnl 
liar with the classical structures of the south — the Padmanabha 
swaml temple of Trivandrum w^h It* Kulaihekhara Mandap of a 
double row of statuary sculptures tfa© famous Valkom temple the col 
lossal temple of Madura Meenakshi, the Jewel of a temple of Tonjore 
and Trichmopoly the dty temple of Shrirangom, the magnificent 
Shalvlte temple of Chldgmbaram and KalahasU, the historic temples 
cf Shlvu and Vishnu at Canjeevaram, the majestic structures of Par- 
thasarathl temple In TripUcane and the Bhaiva (l^paleshwara) 
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temple of Mylapore (both in Madras), the artistic treasmes of Belur 
and Hahbcdi in Mysore State, w/th their exquisitely chiselled statuary, 
the glories of Lepakshi and Pequgonda (Anantapur 'district), in 
Andhra, the ancient temples of Jagannath at Puri and of Bhuva- 
neshwar in Orissa as also the ruins of its I^bnrak temple of the Sun, 
tie golden temple of Amritsar, the Radha Khishna temple of Brlnda- 
ban, the Parasnrth temple of Calcutta, the modem pantlieistic temple 
in Delhi built by Jugal IClshore Birla, the unostentatious but sacred 
and histone temple of Kashi Vishvanath, the stupendous structures 
of Rameshwar, the South Indian Model temple at Mathura, the rock- 
cut Kailas temple at Erora and the rock-cut structures at Mahabali- 
J3ur and Hampi and the great Ajanta Caves 

But there are little funny temples as the names may suggest, 
temples of Kala Ram, and Gora Ram in Nasik, of Kala Ram in Ayo- 
dhya, the Sasur-Damad temples at Ayodhya again and the Sas-Bahu 
temples in the Fort of Gwalior There arc still the magnificent Jam 
temples of Mount Abu and of Girnar and Pali tana, the inspiring 
structures of Gaya and "Buddha Gaya, the numerous terqnles of 
Ayodhya— all monuments redolent of ancient epic and cveilasting 
liadition in Hmdusthan 

Guru and Shishya 

There was a certain governor of a province named Ibrahim He 
gave up hi 5 position and became a Fakir and he made a nice ooserv’a- 
tion on the relationship between preceptor and his pupil Theic was 
once a Guru with whom a SJiishija studied foi years and learnt 
nothing but another who lived with him for five days and learnt 
everything The fact was that the former lived his ovm life and 
merely studied under the preceptor The latter surrendered himself 
to the preceptor and became one with him From the flowing water 
of the Gangetic learning, the former did take a few buckets but the 
latter was absorbed in the current and assimilated therein And for 
example he gave the case ofi Rose flowers and Rose leaves Do the 
petals smell? Yes, Do the leaves smell? No Tlien he bundled them 
together and asked that the leaves should be smelt They too had 
the fragrance of the rose Likewise the Shishya would absorb the 
lull fragrance of the culture of the guru when the two have leally 
coalesced mto one Gandlii, it is said, cares more for a worker who 
had spent a fortnight m his ashram than for all the intellectuals 
who are believed to have absorbed *his culture Verily he only illus- 
tiates Ibrahim’s experience 

^ ^ The Lo*\mdi and the Soft Bed 

C’' * 

Ibrahim, bemg a Governor or a Subah (in Bactria) was natuially 
given to comflort to the' point of luxury. He had a soft bed perhaps 
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of Elder down and hla female scrTOn| (Lotmdl) Imd one day Hie cu 
Tioilty to lie down on that enjwrflne bed of bis Hardly bad she 
stretched hdrsclf for s bare qnartcy of an hoar when she was dctcct- 
-ed and sentenced to 25 strokes of whipping She received the whl" 
strokes (fhortene) not only with non-cholonce but smlUng and whe 
•questioned why she did so said In reply “Youx Excellency if fc 
ifteen mtnules of occupying this bed I am sentenced* to 25 lashes t 
Ihe whip I am wondering what should be your punishment in tt 
nejpt world consldertag the fact that you have occupied It all theJ 
nights the whole of your life. Ibrahim understood the admonltlo 
and expressed his penitence (Thoba-o-Isthlgfar) 

The Mlsslflg Camel In (he Palace 
Still another story of this great saint Is told which relates to 
camel keeper going to his palace of four storeys In search of h 
p^tgjng eamwi and when reprimanded as to bow he should be so foolh 
as to seek out his camel In the Oovemor's palace replied unperturbt 
*'Oh if stra can t And my camel In your fourth storey how can yt 
hope t(J find Heaven thcrelnl" 

Ibrahim fouiished In the 2nd century Hijra and was a ceJebmb 

‘suJl 

Hindi BhagHTadglU 

Next to the Bible the Oita has perhaps been translated Into ti 
largest number of languages. Yet no translation of it Is known In i 
the Indian provincial languages. People would not simply drink 
the waters of a channel when the fountain is nearby Recently ben 
ever it was rendered Into fine Marathi by Vlnoba Bbave It Is sa 
by a German that It was first rendered Into Hindi In the Idth Ce 
tury AJD 

Our Mnsio Academy and Vishnu DJi:ambar — 44) 

It Is highly gratifying that on the conclusion of the celebrations 
the Prayag flamltl In connection with Its convocation week, the Vlsh 
Dlgaml:^ University of Music should have been Inaugurated at AUab 
bad on November 2Sth last. Side by side with this Is another Mu 
Univeraity In the making which is also attached to the Benares Hln 
Unlversl^ Art Is bound to push Itself to the fore In the progn 
of a nations culture — especially during a period of Renaissance Tue 
mention ol Pandit V Dlgambar’ts name In this connection recalls a 
notable incident that occurred at the opening of the Cocanada Ses- 
Sion of ILo Indian National Congress (1P23 Dec ) For some years 
previously and later the Pandit and bis Iroupe were rendering the 
tande Matdram and otiter national songs on the opening day of the 
Sedon and when as usual the Pandit and party were throwing the 
thousands assembled fhto raptures Maulana Md. All <B.£ay peace be 
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to his soul) stopped the party §,nd the performance and said Music 
■^as forbidden to Muslim culture This created a crisis for»the Recep* 
tion Committee which stood helpless and dumbfounded, between 
their August President and their revered guest But • the 
Pandit gave no time for despair or despondency Rising to the height 
of his character and self-respect, he demolished the Maulana’s argu- 
ment by quoting tradition and precedent and declaring that the 
gathermg was a National and not a rehgious one Verily the Maha- 
ratta and the Muslim were there like two gladiators m the Roih'an 
arena, but the Maulana — the perfect gentleman that he was, with- 
drew his objection silently and the music went on unhindered 

‘‘Numii’* 

The Shiyas and the Sunnis have differences between themselves- 
even more acute than between any two rival sub-sects, such as the- 
Cathohcs and the Protestants m Christianity or the Vadaghalis and 
Thangalais amongst the Tamil Vaishnavites, and these Muslim dif- 
ferences came into notoriety in the Tabarra and Madde Saheba 
cries and consequent nots in Behar a few years ago Nadir SlSah was 
much upset by these differences in the soldiers of his army and one 
day havmg filed them in different arrays on opposite sides, he called 
up one from one side and asked who he was and when he answered 
that he was a Sunni the King cut his head with his sword/ The op- 
posite party’s turn came and when in confidence the man summoned 
proclaimed himself to be a Shia, he too was beheaded When four or 
five on either side were so disposed of, one clever fellow answered the 
routme question by declarmg himself neither a Shia nor a Sunni but 
a ‘Nuimi’ and he was spared and all sectarian difference ceased at, 
once 

*TiIefachdoche" , 

This story renunds me of a figure of speech which we had coined 
while young It was no easy task to distinguish between metanomy 
and synechdoche and so we coined a common substitute for both nt 
the word Metachdoche ‘ 

The Blmd Beggar 

^ When Nadir Shah visited a mosque, he came across a bhnd beggar 

wio when asked by him how long he had been there, said that h» 

had been there for about 10 years Nadir Shah suspected him to be 

ma mgerer and said that if he did^ not find his way home at once 

a one, he would be beheaded And the blind man opened his eyes 

and saw What Christ achieved by Faith, Nadir Shah achieved by 
Fear ^ , 

A SteUar Entertaioment (17-rll~’U) ‘ 

Today is Pushya Shi^d Dwitiya The Mohuram begms today We 
have seen m the evenmg at 6-30 pm a big, radiant, bluish star fall- 
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Ing and liaTlng fallen tome distance became obacnre for a moment and 
immediately presented a flaming mass of doud-corered dimness which 
contlnaed for more thn^ 5 minulis— declining of course In Its loml- 
noslty Apparently the Jieavcnly body burst Into pieces and some 
having reached the atmosphere from the stratosphere became solidi- 
fied and again broke up into gaics which retained the luminosity for 
a while and provided a much needed variety cntertalnflicnt In the blue 
canopy of the Heavens under which we were sitting 

o 

Comet Clyde 

Great men are truly bom, not mode Iho chiselling and the 
polishing may be artificial, but the grit Is there already natural born* 
We have all beard of the planet Pluto but who discovered It wo know 
not. Clyd** Tombaugh of Burdett Kansas, Is a former's son But the 
father and the uncle had themselves stadled the sides and star maps 
for years In BUnola and bought a cheap lens and made a telescope 
with on oil cloth tube The son inherited the aptitude and was 
culed ty his class-mates and even by his brother and sister He was 
nick-named. Comet Clyde- The boy could not go beyond his High 
Bchool studies. But studies apart, the stars and the s^ engaged his 
time and attentkmu He laboured upon a farm yard and spent 38 
dollars In construotlng a telescope that would cost lOOO dollars. He 
ground his own lens for a reflecting telescope He dug out on under 
ground chamber 24 x U z 7 feet without being disturbed by variable 
temperature outside with corbarundum. Before he began in a Lovretl 
observotory his great quest In 1B29 he discovered with his own In- 
strument the geometric net-work of the martinn canal and wrote 
about it to the Lowell Observatory where he got a Job and In 1030 
be caught the flicker of something new In the consteOntlou of 
Gemini and the story was released on cables and 
wires on x£^h 18 It was Pluto the new comet Indeed Perclval 
Lowell had predicted the existence of two new comets but died before 
discovering tbeim Clyde got a scholarship which helped him to com- 
plete his University studies which he could not otherwise afford, so 
graduating and obtaining his M, A. degree Thus It was the 
penniless farm boy has become a great astronomer like HcrcheU, the 
Bavarian singer who a Dutchman In order to escape conscription In 
his native land fled to England and was having a peep into telescopes 
and became Astronomer RoyoL , 

The Half Sheet of Matter 

During the days of the Hunter Commission appointed In 1919 to 
Investigate ipto the JalUanwalla Baug firing and allied disorders, Asaf 
All prepared a detailed tiemorandum of the happenings at Delhi at 
the desire of Gandhi .and presented it to the latter who howorer 
iurtjier desired It to Ije abridged to a half sheet of pap^r In doing so 

041 



I 


FEATHERS & STONES 

f 


he quoted the instance of Morley asking Gokliale to reduce the latter s 
long and detailed Memorandum to a half sheet as he (^^orley) had 
no tmie to go through the wholCf bundle So did Gandhi feel that 
the Hunter Commission would not care to ijead a long memoraiWum, 
—one longer than a half sheet, and this Asaf Ali prepared And 
Gandhi was pleased 

" The Cook (20— 1^— ’44) 

In the Montford Reforms, we had our Ministers under dyariTny 
With control over PWD without irrigation, over Forests without in- 
dustnes, and over departments without the Services So we have 
here provisions without a cook and a doctor without medicines or 
instruments Today is the 20th December 1944, and we have put in 
28 months 11 days without a cook except for a Marwadi for 7 days 
and a butlei for IV 2 days The difficulty is that the cook is to be 
treated as a sepoy (warder) and is required to observe his disciplines 
He could go home in the afternoon and not in the nights No one 
would accept such prison conditions When the Inspector-General 
came here on the 7th instant, the rule of Government was strongly 
criticized and its unreasonableness exposed The I G had no alter- 
native but to change the rule and we have a cook after 2-1/3 years’ 

"Who arc these ‘jecs”^ 

In Bengal, they have three castes, — ^Brahmans, Vaidyas and 
Kayasthas The Mukherjees are really Mukhopadhyayas while the 
Baner^ees are Bandopadhyayas and the Chatteiyees are Chatto- 
padhyayas The Gangulis are Gangopadhyayas These four belong- 
mg to the Brahman class are known by their profession as Upadhya- 
yas (or preceptors), the first part of the title — namely Mukha, Banda 
and Chatta and Ganga being the names of the villages they once be- 
longed to Then how did the ‘r’ creep into the first three names*’ 
Bandopadhyaya is the Upadhyaya of Banda but ‘d’ and T’ are 
mterchangeable as in Bada Bazaar being called Burra Buzaar In 
fact the latter is pronounced as a mixture of ‘r’ and' ‘d’ Therefore, 
Bandh has become Banr-jee In the Bengal villages, however, thej' 
are called Barja or Barje, Chatja or Chatje, Mukhja or Mukhje and 
Gang] a or Ganje 

s 

The Nme Planets — ^Babylonian Tradition 

India has known nine Grahas \includmg the Sun and the Moon 
and the two m 3 dbical planets Rahu and Ketu) The Babylonians 
characterized two of thesq Venus (Zohra) and Mercury as two pros- 
titutes wlio were so beautiful thdt angels des^cended from the Heaven 
to woo them and they fascinated the angels so much that they them- 
selves ascended the Heaven leaving the two aijgels in a well hanging 
in the mid-air' where, according to the Babylonian tradition, they, are 
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subjected to the atlne* of wasps and/cptUcs so that crcry time man 
Mils a waspj It Is believed 20 wasps arc killed In the well and the two 
poor angels get so much relief « 

^ Castes In Sind 

Brahmins exist In Sind but they belong to the depressed classes 
and are admitted to concessions In Educational Ir^tutions The / 
Banlas are called Bhals and wear dhotis while the Khatrls are called i 
Dtwans and wear pyjomas. On one occasion a Banla Bhal went to 
•ee a Khatrl— JeeTatrara and asked to sec Dewan Jeevatram who ap 
peored before hlrn in a dhoti and asked what his mLslon was. “Ah 
I want to see Dhnin Jeevatram'* he repealed because the Diwan hap 
pened to bo dressed In a dhoti at the time and therefore took the 
friend opposite for some one else 

Lore 

Lo 7 » and marriage ore Interrelated Many claim to have loved 
before ^cy marriedL Old people who have led a humdrum life free - 
from the raptures of Romance tell you they have married and loved 
Love Is not the spark momentary scintillating like Lightning between 
two clouds charged with electricity or even between the massive earth 
and the vast expanse of the blue Heavens Love Is the Incandescence 
that Is sustained and Illuminating generated by high power voltage 
sustained over a whole life time Love Is not the fore waters that 
protect a new balx; but the after birth that bos sustained It all along 
It is not the fleeting fancy of the moment but the lasting bond of 
time between kindred souls — not souls that are alike but souls that 
are allied, drawn together by diverse ofDnJtlcs. Love is not a simple 
or quadratic equation In mathematics, not a Binomial Theorem but 
a blend of Permutations and Combinations. Love Is not equality bet 
ween two competitors but mutual subordination between two co 
operators 


On Moshrooras 

How often have we not read In tho Press that whole families were 
accidentally poisoned to death by eating preparations of mushrooms/ 
There are e^ble as well as poisonous varieties of these which It Is 
not easy to distinguish There Is no fool proof guide as in some 
cases they look alike in colour and form Peeling is no test fer 
poisenoua ones which peel as readily os tho edible ones nor is the u^e 
of silver spoons any aid for while edible ones tarnish the spoon it 
remains clean with the poisonous ones, ,T2ia mushrooms ore fungi 
which reproduce by spores and have no seeds. They fbed on rotting 
wood and decaying leaves. Cool nights of late summer encourage 
their g ro wt h. 
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The W 9 es of Paris 

Paris, the city of Light and Liberty has a long history violence. 

In 1572, she witnessed the St BartLalomew’s Day Massacre in ^yhich 

2,000 Hugueonots died On St Barthalomew’s day in 1944 Parisians 

are killing Gennans 

1789, July 14, TJie Bastille, symbol of French Monarchy fell 

1792, August, 16 Crowds charged the palace and stormed Tuilllers, so 
beginning the real French Revolution Between June 1793 and 
Augjst 1794, the great Reign of Terror prevailed 

1794 Reign of Terror ended with Execution of Rovespierr 

1795 Napolean Bonaparte became famous in a street battle and put 
down a counter-i evolutionary uprising 

1830 Pans revolted against Charles X W'ho was installed by the Con- 
gress of Vienna Crowds set up barricades and charged cathedral 
of Notre Dame and Hotel D’Ville 

1848 Louis Philhppe, successor to Charles X was ousted Rerplution 
put an end to Monarchy and began the 2nd Republic 

1851 2nd Republic fell and 2nd Empire of Napoleon ITT began 

1870 Prussian Siege and beginnings of Paris Commune Gambett 
escaped during siege, went to Tours and reorganized a new Army 

1871 French defeated at Sedan After surrender Revolutionary Go/- 
ernment of Commmre was set up Hostages were executed by 
communards when National Government killed prisoners Pari- 
sians wrecked monuments, destroyed Vendome column, com- 
memorating Napoleon’s Conquest After Commune lost Paris, 
17,000 people were slaughtered 

1930 Last days of 3rd Republic 15,000 Neo-fascists rise on Champs 
Elysees in July 

1936 Marches of Royalists, sit down strikes, sales strikes, girls stay all 
night in stores ^ 

1936 Leon Blum was almost beaten to death by Royalists 

1938 Senate voted agaurst policies of Blum’s popular Front 

Government crowds attacked Gardes mobiles Next day Blum re- 
signed 

14-6-1940 Germans enter Paris Two weeks later Hitler walks before 
Eiffel Tower 

1944, August 4th, French I^epublic proclamation by De Gaulle 

t 

Michael Angelo ‘ 

The war has given birth to many stories disparaging to German 

intelligence One is that it was proposed by m^n in authority tjiat 

844 

< 1 


TKATHERS & STOtJES 


a certain high placed German bo gl^en the degree of Doctorato of 
Taws and t^Jterature CBom Causa) llie Vice Chancellor of the Unl- 
veralty concerned following an Inanemoiial ciistom put him a quea- 
tion Just to test his general knowledge and asked “Who is Michael 
Angelo? The would be recipient scratched his head, fumbled and 
looked vacant and at last said ‘He must be er ^ I can't say off- / 
hand “ The matter was duly communicated to the Authorities thaW 
had made the proposal and It gave rise to a searching of hearts and 
brMns. They themselves did not know who this Michael Angelo was 
And they circularised a number of eminent scholars and statesmen 
scientists and divines. They got various answers and at last thought 
they should refer the subject to Qoebbela who thought he must be 
Aome bloke In the concentmtlon camplll 

Hazrat I 'nkri 

There la a general feeling that all Muslims are one in their olio- 
■glance to the Quran in their faith In Mohammad as the last Prophet, 
and in^thelr worship In ^Irlt and Truth of the AUah But the Ata 
Turk, Kcmol Pasha, did not recognise the Allah of the Arabic lan 
fuage he avoided the expression and In place of Allah always 
spoke of HaKrat-l-Tlkrl. The Persiana have ^ewlse eliminated the 
word Allah and no longer employ the sacred phrase BlsmUla al Rahim 
at the beginning of a book or a sacred document. They use the word 
Hhudflh in place of Allah and have adopted a new formula In place 
of BtsmlUah New nationalism resents the tyranny of languages and 
names of foreign origin. Bo did the Irish and so does India tend to do 
in renaming Its streets and chowks and bazaars 

On Every New Comer (18 — 12—44) 

One Nathuhbai Jatae It Is said, reported to the authorities of the 
Hotah State In Central India that be bad a son because the latter noU 
fled that the arrival of every new comer to the State who was a poll 
tlclan, should be notified duly Nathubhal believed that his new bom 
son would become a politician indeed, was already bom one hence 
the report of his birth to the State! 

BeUere It or Not 

A curious WILL has been described under tbu heading “A stock 
broker's will Is quoted below To my wife I leave her lover and the 
knowledge that I was not a fool ^ thought I was To my son I leave 
the pleasure of earning a living For 25 years he thought the pleasure 
was m i ne . Ho was mistaken. To my daughter I leave 1,00 qjH3 dollars 
she win ne^d It. The ^nly good pl^ of business her husband ever 
did was to marry her To my valet I leave the clothes he has been 
stealing from me regujarly for ten years and also the fur coat he wore 
last winter whilo I vfas In Palm Beach. To my chaulftur I leave my 
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cars He almost ruined them and I want him to have the satisfaction 
of finislung the job To my partner I leave the suggesWon that he 
take some other clever man in with him at once if he expects to do 
any business'" « 

29—12— ’44 

To night W 9 have witnessed a phenomenon the like of which I 
have not seen durmg the last six and half decades It was not an 
eclipse of the moon, — that is a fairly common event, but the passing 
of the moon into the penumbra of the earth, not its shadow Object-^ 
ively we saw between 7 and 11pm a portion of the moon (full moon) 
darkened as if by smoke and when she passed the penumbra, we had 
once agam the full orb of the moon in all her mellow radiance and 
her soothing coolness 


Figures 

In India each figure is associated with something sacred or signi- 
ficant Thus — 

(I 

ONE stands for the one God without a second 

TWO for Jeevatma and Paramatma, 

also the two ayanas — ^Uttara and Dakshma 

THREE GXINAS — Satva, Rajas and Tamas 

three murtis — ^Brahma, Vishnu, Maheshwara, 
three karma — ^Manas, Vacha, Kaya, 
three avasthas — Jagrat, Swapna, Sushupta, 
three kriyas — Manl, Mantra, Aushadha, 
three nayikas — Sweeya, Parakeeya, Samanya, 
three ntis — ^Vaidarbhi, Gaudi, Panchali, 
three pakas — ^Draksha, Narikela, Kadah, 
three akshi — ^Kanchi Kamakshi, Madura Meenakshi, Kashi 
Vishalakshi, 

three ambas — ^Msikamba, Gnanamba, Bhramaramba 
three kalas — Bhuta, Vartamana, Bhavishya, 
three shaktis — ^Prabhu, Utsaha, Mantra, 
the dhanagatis — ^Dana, Bhoga, Nasha, 

FOUR ANGAS — ^Ratha, Gaja, Turaga, Padati, 

four Stree Jatis— Padmini, Hastini, Chitrlni, Shankhini, 
four Purusha Jatis — ^Bhadra, Datta, Kushimara, Panchala, 
four Antahkarana^Manas, Buddhi, Chittam, Ahamkaram, 
four Ashramas — ^Brahmacharya, Grahastha, Vanaprastha and 
Sanyasa, 

four Kavya vrittis — ^Kaishiki, Arabhani, jSatwati, Bharati, 
four Upayas — Sama, Dama, Bheda, Dan^a; * 


546 


FEATHERS & STONES 


foor PmusharattiaB— Dhann%, Artha, Kanno, Mokalia 
foi^ Vedas— RJgTcda Yajxirveda, Samaveda Atharvn Veda 
FOUR Tugaa— Krita, (17 18,008 years) Tteta (12,96,000) Dwapam 
(8 64,000) K#dl (WOOD) 

Two thcmsaiid of these cycles of four yagas are one day for 
Brahma I ^ f 

FIVE— Is the Panch Tantros— Sandhi, Vlgraha, Briltra Bheda and} 
Mltra Labha— and Asamprekahyakarltwa 
Five mothers— King a wife elder brother's wife Gums wife 
wife a mother own mother 

live fathers — Own father He who has performed upanayanam. 
Teacher He who feeds In calamity He who protects 
in danger 

ffnr SHASTRAS — ^Tarka, vyakomna, Dharma Mhnamsn. Nyaya 
gmd Jyottsha 


agVEN nTqTTTR — Kaahyapa, Atri, Bharadwaja VUhvamltra, Oau 
’ tama, Jamadagnl and Vaahlshta, (There Is another 

version too) 


ASTHA KARMAS— Dasya, darldrya wldowerhood iwayam talshl, 
begging sa^g no to beggar Indebtedness walking 
along a path 

NINE GEMS — Vajra Voldurya, Oomedhlka Pnshyaraga Maraka- 
ta, Manlkya, Neela, Pravals and Mutya. 

Nine Gems of Vlkramadltya s Court— Kalidasa, Amaraslmha 
VarahamOilra Ohata Karpara Vararuchl, Kahapa- 
naka, Banku Vetaibhatta 

TEN Manmatha Avasthas— Seeing Tmn^ning picturing Sleepless- 
ness declining In freight, lassitude shamelessness. 

Ten Danas— Oodana, Bhudana, TUaxlana, Hlranyadan, Mrlta- 
dan Vastradan, Dhanyadah, Oudadan, Raupyadan 
and lAvanadan. (some would add masyadan imnfr 
(which Is regarded as a mahadani) end make them 
11 ) 


ELEVEN RUDRAS— Ugta, Soma, Bara, Mrugavyadha, Eattnja, 
Bhiksbaks, Ynhlrbhndna pinakt, Padukeswara, 
Kapallkeyit, Bhauma, HhluhAt- , 

DWADASA Adltyas— AryaniH Mltra, Vanma, Arka, Bhaga, Indra 
^ Vlvaswan, Pasha, Varjan^ Twashtra Vbhnu, AJa- 
ghanyl. 

FOURTEEN Manps— Swayambhuva, Sworochiata Uttama TOma- 
sa Ralvata Ohakahusba, Vaivasvata^ Surya Savar- 
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nika, Daksha ' S?,varnika, Brahma Savarnika, Rudra 
Savainika, Dharma Savarnika, Rauchya ^ Savarnika, 
Bhauchya Savarnika 

SIXTEEN Maharaja'S — Gaya, Ambarisha, iSasabindu, Anga, Priithu, 
Maruti, Suhotra, Parasurama, Shree Rama, Bharata, 
Dileepa, Nruga, Rantideva, Yayati, Mandhata, Bha- 
liratha 

EIGHTEEN Puranas — ^Brahma, Padma, Vaishnava, Saiva, Bhagp,- 
vata, Bhavishyotara, Naradeeya, Markandeya, Agne- 
ya, Brahma, Kaivarta, Lamga, Varana, Skanda, Ga- 
ruda, Vamana, Matsya, Kurma, Brahmanda 

The Nobel Prizes 

The announcement that Dr Plemmg will be the recipient of the 
Nobel Prize this year, for medicine directs attention to that great in- 
stitution which has thrown out a prize of £6,500 to scholars and sav- 
ants who work for the advance of human good and have no concep- 
tion of a money prize for their labours The Nobel Prizes ha'^^ been 
withheld smce the War began in 1939 and that Dr Fleming and his 
colleague Dr Florey should have been mentioned for the pnze which 
has greatly augmented m value owing to the 5 years’ accumulation, 
speaks volumes of the eminence of the doctors’ services We may ap- 
propriately recall some of the outstandmg names of recipients in this 
connection 

“Refugees flom German tyranny — ^Dr Otto Stem and Dr Geoige 
Hevesy — are among the latest Nobel Pnze wmners Both get the de- 
layed 1943 awards for Physics and Chemistry respectively Dr Stem, 
one time associate of Albert Einstein, received the prize for his contri- 
bution to the development of the moleculai ray method of dfetecting 
the magnetic momentum of protons When the Nazis came mto power, 
he resigned from the Hamburg University and came to the United 
-States and contmued his research His studies have enabled him to 
calculate the mysteries oi atomic structure Dr Hevesy, a Hungarian 
scientist, is now a refugee in Sweden The Nobel Prize for literature 
has been awarded to Jensen for his six volume-epic history of the 
Cambrians or Teutonic people It is believed that because Jensen is 
a Dane, the Nazis will forbid him to receive the prize money of 29,000 
dollars ’’ 

0 

Peace Prize 

Norman Angell wrote his book on The Great Illusion in 1910 to 
prove the Wastefulness of 'war to the victor He got the fjobel Peace 
JPrize in 1933 and was knighted But Sir Norm^,n Angell has published 
"two books in this war “For what do we fight” and “America’s 
Dilemma” He 4s one of the reactionaries in reflect of Indial ^ 
348 
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Lovlens ms a Dutch man ^bo got the Nobel Prlue for his nmr 
geometry 9f three dimensions knowb as Lorl nslfln Geometry which 
was greatly»helpful to Einstein In elaborating his theory of RelaUflty*- 
The Japanese Satant Nagochl received the Nobel Prise for dis- 
covering the splrochaetai>f syphilis In the Cerebro spinal fluid. 

Zecmann got his Nobel Prlxe for a study in the sun s spectra in a ^ 
Magnetic Field. * j 

Other recipients ard Michael son and Mortey lor Physics on Light. 
ErWi received the Nobel Prise for studying the morphology ol Blood. 

After mflWng these random Jottings, I have come across a fine arti- 
cle In the Weekly Issue (December 10 1M4) of the Bombay ChronlcK 
which deals with Alfired Nobel, the man and bis work. He was the 
founder of these prises — five in number annually awordable for Phy- 
sics, Chemistry Physiology and Medicine Literature and Promotion 
of Peace each of the value of £10,000 (pre war) Alfred was one of 
three brothers—sons of Tmfnannoftl Nobel — an inventor of *Mlnes was 
bom In 1833 and died In his CSrd year having made a year be£ore the 
enden^ent to which the prises owe their origin. He made his pile 
through inventions of explosive substances such as blasting gelatine 
and smokeless gun powder rtnee called by the British “Cordite'* Alfred 
filed a suit against the British Government for Infringement of patent 
rights and lost the suit after Bpendlng £28J)00 Be was greatly depres- 
sed by what he felt, was failure of Justice He patented other thlnis 
such as artificial sUk leather varnish and so on. When be was 60 he 
fell in with heart attacks for which be bad to take that very explosive 
nitroglycerine by which he had made his fortune (liquor trinltrlnl 
la the medicine referred to) Altogether there have been distribute 
174 Nobel Prises amongst 210 persons of whom 0 are women Germans 
top the list with 4014 Nobel prises and 46 winners. Great Britain fol 
lows with 24^ prises and 31 winners, and 3rd, with 21^4 prises 

and 30 winners and. Prance <th. with 2 iy% prises and. 29 vrtnsiera, Twu 
Indians — Sir O V Raman and Dr Rablnxlranath Tagore are amongst 
the winners. 


Alfred Nobel — ^*?feTer do » Good Turn!'* 

*We are not the first, who with the best of intentions have come 
to the worst" said Shakespeare long ago and so say we today “Why Is 
It X Is abusing you?" asked a frisnd and the reply Is “I wonder why 
for I have never done him any good. This seems to be as true of 
India as of Britain— but strangely enough we get a confirmation of It 
from the life of Alfred Nobel— the /ound^ of the Nobel Prizes. He 
was a bachelor and he wrote to his sister in law “I drlfx about with- 
out a rudder or compass, a wreck on the sea of life. I have no memo- 
ries to cheer no pledsant Ifluslons of the future to ^comfort me or 
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about myself to satisfy my vamty I liave no family to furnish, the 
only kind of survival that concefns us — ^no friends for the ^wholesome 
development oi my affairs " His hfe was embittered by* ungrateful 
people who attacked him although they had received help from r him 
Those whom he helped a little asked f6r more and he wrote 
“If there is one piece of advice that I would give to my friends, it is 
never to do a good turn Every time that I have yielded to tlhis 
I lamentable propensity I have made another enemy This has hap- 
pened with clocklike regularity ” Alfred Nobel was not a Satyagra^i 
His remedy was not to do any good to any one but obviously to do 
more good m return for evil 

Nobel Prizes 43-44: 

In this year’s Nobel Prize for Medical research the Jirst awarded 
smce 1939, penicillin did not figure Drs Henric Dam and Edward 
Albert Dois share the 1943 medical prize (29,500 07 dollars) for dis- 
covery and s 3 mthesis respectively of V K the blood coagulation vita- 
nun This is the fifth time vitamin research has won a Nobel Prize 
Synthetic V K is called Menadione Extra V K is needed to stop 
haemorrhages by producing sufficient prothombin, when disease cuts 
off flow and impairs mtestmal absorption — also given to women a few 
days before child birth and to new bom babies 

Nobel Prize 

It IS seldom that a mother and daughter have won the Nobel 
prize Yet Madame Curie has that honour for she and her daughter 
have both won the Nobel prizes m Science Madame got it twice, once 
in Physics for researches in Radio activity and Buquerrel rays and a 
second time in Chemistry for separation of Radium while her daught- 
er got it jomtly with her husband for researches in Physics 

Six wmners of the Nobel science prizes who could not go to Stock- 
holm m wartime to receive them from Kmg Gustaf had the prizes 
presented to them m New York by the Swedish Minister to the United 
States, Wollmarf BostroSm The presentation was made following a 
luncheon under the auspices of the Amencan Scandmavian Founda- 
tion 

Dr Henry Goddard Leach, the Foundation’s president, presided 
and introduced Minister Bostroem as having helped to draw up the 
Ameiica-Swedish reciprocal trade aereement, first concluded by the 
United States under former Secretmy of State Cordell Hull’s trade 
programme Leach observed “The problem of this global war is to 
lestore th^ works of Alfrei? Nobel into the hands of those who will 
use them for human welfare ’’ *' t 

Cl 

"A cable from King Gustaf V of Sweden, a message from Crown 
Prince Olaf in Stockholm and a letter from President Roosevelt weie 
550 * 
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lead by Dr Kf" g Oartaf congratulated the reclplentB and ex- 

^ireesed hlj hope that the ^aclentUta 'of my country and those In the 
great republic on the other side ot the Atlantic ‘Will, to the near 
future be able to resume to the fdllcst extent their fruitful co-opera- 
tion for the benefit of nianktod- 

Roosevelte message said 'ISero In America we have always be- 
lieved that science should bo the servant of the people I am confi- ' 
■dent that alter this war scientists of all nations will again contribute; 
tlylr talents to the world body of knowledge useful alike to ah people, 
The Nobel prises for the past 4S years have fostered this concept that 
science and art are builders of peace" 

Crown Prince Olof expressed his "gratlflcation that this year we 
are able to resume distribution of the awards though It is impossible 
to perform the usual ceremony In my country " 

The six prlto winners, five Americans and one Dane, appeared In 
black acader^e gowns with multi-coloured hoods to receive the scrolls 
from the Swedish Minister 

Fl^st was Dr Otto Stem Oerman bom refugee who for ten yean 
has been professor of Physics at the Carnegie Institute of Techno 
logy at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He was honoured for his conid- 
hution to the devtinpment of the atomic ray 

Austrian bom Dr Isldor Rabl received his prlxe for Ms work at 
•Columbia University on the resonance method of recording the mag 
netic properties of atomic nucIeL 

Prices For Medicine 

Prises In physiology and medicine for 1D43-44 were shared by two 
ffcIenUsts. The 1W4 award went to Dr Joseph Erlanger professor of 
physiology at Washington Ualveralty et Louis Missouri and Dr Her- 
bert 6 Gasser director of the Rockfeller Institute of Medical Research 
for Joint work over a long period on the functions of nerve fibres. Dr 
Edward A Dolsy professor of biochemistry at Bt. Louis Univenl^ 
School of Medicino and Dr Henrlck Dam Danish scientist now work 
tog at the Strong Memorial Hospital to Rochester shared the 1943 
prlre for their work on Vitamin K. which arrests bleeding 

President Harold W Dodds of Princeton Unlvemty who also tpoke 
at the ceremony pointed out that nhere are S3 Nobel Prize winners 
now resident In the United States" and aold that it was a “great en- 
couragement to science and the liberal arts In America that our scho- 
larship merits so generoudy th© approval of the deliberate Judgment 
of Scandinavia"— (UH.OWX) 

% 

• ^ Nobel Prises 

1 Bmfl Fischer (Polypeptidos) 

2. Emil Fischer (Sogars & Uric aedd and ayntheatj of 
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3 Weyland and Windams (Bile acids), 

4 Warburg (Differentiating ‘between living and non-living sub- 

stances) ’ 

5 Butenandt (Hormones) 

6 Richard Kuhn of Heidleworth (Researches on Vitamins) 

Oswald and Vant Hoff, a Dutchman, are regarded as Fathers of 
[Modern PhysicaT Chemistry Both received the Nobel Prize for Che- 
mistry A curious thing happened about the Nobel Peace Prize in re- 
lation to Germany One year (1936) it (the Peace Prue for 19^) 
was offered to the German Pacifist, Karl Von Ossletsky who was under 
detention without trial Hence the German Government ordered that 
no German should receive the Nobel Prize thereafter and Instituted 
3 prizes of their own Richard Kuhn and Butenandt have thus re- 
fused the prizes offered to the latter for his work on six harmones 
and to the former for his synthesis of Vitamin A 

Nobel Prizes in Physics and Chemistry worth 29,000 dollars each, 
went in November, 1944 to 3 men for their study oP atoms These 
prizes were for 2 years ^ 

1943 Physics Otto Stem (aged 56) 

1944 Physics .. Issidor Issac Rabi (aged 46) 

These two were for studies of Atoms nucleus — the core of piotons 
and 1943 Chemistry — George Von Hevesy, aged 59 Eight of the last 
10 Nobel Physics awards have gone for atomic researches 


Literature 

The Nobel Prize for Literature for 1944 has been awarded by the 
Swedish Academy to the Damsh author Johannes V Jensen Al- 
though the Nobel awards are strictly non-political, this decision, it 
IS said, is geneially acclaimed as an important encouragement to the 
Damsh people m their courageous fight for freedom and independ- 
ence against brutal oppiession Jensen is regarded as the foremost, 
literary representative of the spirit of resistance filling all true Danish 
hearts When in 1864, Denmark was defeated by Prussia, his Goethe 
resistance of 40 years ago stimulated revolt against the spirit of 
defeatism His recent book The Long Journey is likewise an ex- 
pression of the energy and will to resistance agamst oppression that 
are the dommatmg mgredients in all human progress 

{Manchester Guardian Weekly, Nov 24, 1944) 

t < 

Pavlov (1849-1936) the great itussian Scier^tist got his Nobel Prize 
for researches in Physiology Sir William Ramsay got his for his re- 
searches on the gases of ' the atmosphere. Of tliese organ was round 
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independently by btm and by Lord, Raleigh by dlflerent method*, 
while Hellnm waa dlacovered Independently Three other gasea Neon 
and Zenon*and KrJpton were dljcovered by Ramsay and Travers. 
WaBcnnan got his prixe for his Wosaermon Reaction — the test feu; 
syphnis, while Von Behrlfig for Semm Therapy and anti-dlphthertlc 
serum. 

Robert Koch (1843-1910) was the German Bacteriologist who got) 
thf Nobel Prixe for Isolating the Tubercle BaeiUns. 

Tom Over 
Betel leaves rot, 

Horse win stop 
T .namin g win be forgotten 
and the cake on the pan win char 
How to prevent these things 
Unless turned over they are all ipoUed. 

Of flowers Jasmine is the best. 

Of! men Vishnu Is the best 
Of women Rambha Is the best 
Of rivers Qanga 1* the best 
Of Kings Rama Is the best 
Of yagas Stoma is the best 
Of the Kavyas *Magba Is the best 
Of poets Kalidasa is the best 

Eight Arts 

The following eight are arts which once learnt are never for- 
gotten 


tr wr 

Moclc. turban. 


and examination of Jewels, 


pulse. 

RR 

Justice, swimming 


munter Jimter 


stealing ^ 

^ >ni 

thSse eight are arts never forgo 

3TR 
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TR U* 

tru ^ 

s 

^ tR 



HOXC 

‘USOWI 

(America) 

^ s:e A C , 

C UJSr R R.A 

TJKCC 

USSU 

RAJ’ 

WAJi.P 

ROC 

RJJT 

PWB 

owj; 

IC A.R 
SJCAlJIJ’ 

EJTSA. 

liO 

LuftwafE 

Wehrmaclit 

Labensraum 

Blitz Krieg 

WiDietrastran 

NJLRJ:3 

PBPC 
O R 
A3BXE 

Weltan Stchanung 

Herrenvolk 

Verlnchtimgslager 
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Some Waf Abbreviations 

t 

Home Owners' Local Corporation 
United States Offica of War Information 

South East Asia Command 

United Nations Relief and Reconsti action 
Association. « 

Umted Kmgdom’s Commercial Corporation 
United Soviet Socialist Republic 
Royal Air Force 

. Women's Auxiliary Air Force 
Royal Observers Centre 
Royal Indian Navy. 

Psychological Warfare Branch ^ 

Overseas Warfare Executive 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 
The Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Ex- 
peditionary Force 
Eastern Naval Service Association 
International Labour OfQce 
Air Weapon (aeroplane) 

Army (might of the arm) 

. Livmg Room. 

Lightmng War 

. . Wilham Street, like Downing Street or Wall 
, Street 

. National Association of Real Estate Board 
(America) 

Fair Employment Practice Company 
Other ranks 

. . American Broadcasting Station In Europe 

Attitude towards the universe or outlook on 
^ life (Philosophy) 

Bhadralbk, Gentlemen 
Extermination camp (Hitler's) 

» 
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Patches Ontaldp imd Inside 

“Wby*p5 you wear ahlrta and dhotlea with patches ” a friend 
aztked and the answer was oleai and forthright —“Because I wear 
•ghAt^rtnr and Khaddar jannot be trifled with, A dhoti becomes two 
uttarecyams, an uttareejram becomes two towels, a towel becomes two 
pillow cases^^a pillow case becomes two napkins and a napkin becomes » 
two kerchiefs.” “But then why the i»tchlng7” aske<f the friend, “Ahi 
you see the patches outside on the habiliments but think of those on 
tke Tlscera Inside the patch of Bismuth and cieta on the bowels, of 
solpbaguluiildlno In the colon, of on pancreas, ZJLB (Zinc 

Alum, Boric) Drops on the Conjunctl^ Opium and glyecrln on th 
car drum, Mandla pigment on the pharynx. Silver nitrate eoluUo: 
under the eyelids, Adrenalin In oU In the muscular tissue of the alveo 
Yealcularis ol the lungs, sodli salvias In the syntMal membrane < . 
the Joints oleate of mercury on their surface Icthyol and Sallsyllc 
on nkiw patches, spectacles on the syes, artificial teeth In the 
Jaws, trusses, bandages crepes, wrist bands and mercurochrome or 
Tlnctt^^ Iodine on cuts — ^wbat a lot 40 enumerate and yet bow many 
omissions, Esuf gol for constipation Quinine for malaria. Atebrlne 
tabloids Fhennacetln for neumlgta, wafers, Halibut Liver oil capsules 
and so on. It is thus that we paint the inside too and why objecjt 
to a little patching outside? I wonder” 

tlnivendtles hi United Kinfflom 

1 WAI£8 

1 Aberigstwytb 
2. Bamgor 
a. Cardiff 
4, Swansea 

n. SCOTLAND 

L Aberdeen 
2. Glasgow 
3 Edinburgh 
4. St, Andrews 

HL KNGI^AND 


(a) 

Old 

(b) 

Weto 

(1) 

London 

U) 

Sheffield 

(U) 

Oxford • 

(11) 

Manchester 

(ill) 

Cambridge 

(lU) 

Bristol 



(Iv) 

•Rlrmlngham 



(V) 

Ltvefpool 



(vl) 

Leeds 



(vU) 

Nottingham 



(TllD 

Heading 
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The first Welsh name appeg-rs long but here is another which 
beats It Ihere is a place (village) in Wales bearing the name 

“Llanfairpwchgwyngwlchallandenwriindriblellandysiliogogogoch.” 


£lanfairpwch, 

^ gwyngwl, 

challanderiwrandnble, , 
^lilandisylio, [ 


f 

Which means 

A church by the way side near the steeple. 


gogogoch. 


(Note Welsh use W and Y as vowels u, i or e ) 


The nanti-dulu (wait-a-minute) thorn has the shape of a fish 
hook, which snags you as you pass It even reaches out after you. 
Nature is sometimes kmder than that There is a water-vinb, a 
blessing to man and animal alike for its stems — the thickness of a 
man’s arm, give out clear, cold, pure water when cut and as much 
as a pint can be had from a piece less than 2 feet long 

“The Uncanny Old Negro” * 

A Negro guide could examme the earth for a few signs and scent 
or sense game with the sureness of a blood hound when the object in 
his hand was nothmg more than a piece of mud He turned it over 
and over with his half bhnd eyes making funny noises and could tell 
the movements of the animal that passed that way, and the time that 
it did The condition of a few blades of slightly bruised grass held 
tremendous import for hun for he knew by the angle at which a 
smgle spear was bent, just how long a time had passed since the heavy 
foot of an elephant had trod it down When trodden fiat, the blade 
of grass requires somethmg like three hours to pull itself erect agam 
and the different angles in between have an almost precise, hourly, 
half-hourly and even quarter-hourly significance A bent branch 
told this uncanny old man of the passage of a herd to within 5 feet 
— also the kind of herd and the probable direction it had taken Prom 
the way the tender buds of a tree had been cleanly nipped, he could 
by a glance say that a giraffee was here or there, near or far away. 

(Prom I Mamed Adventure) 


Seven new names for the “days of a week” was the subject set for 
July 1st (competition), — Time and Tide (22-7-44) 

ANSWERS ' 


(1) Solon of Athens 
Thalefe of Miletus 
Pittacus of Mitelene 
Bias of Prine 


Chile of Sparta 
Cleobulus of Leudus & 
Periander of Corintli 
Named after the seven wise 
men df Greece 

t X 
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<2) A ghorter and sweeter selection ^ 
Freediv 
Greydiy 
D I>cy 
Heyday 


V Day 

(Proiihetlcal Inspiration) 
day 


day 


(8) Lollday 
Workaday 
Borroday 
• Begday 


poi)day 

Payday 

Spenday 


(4) The bitter Tariety 
Sbnnday 
Bunday 
Qneaday 
Stcosd^ 

<6) A tizdversal and patriotic effort 
Wlnsday 
M^mteday 
Jocsday 
Elsenday 


Chorsday 

Bvtyday 

Scatterday 


Theosday 

Kalday 

Alexd^ 


<ft) A li*t ol ell embracing loyalties and dotles. 
ECallowlng 
King's Day 

Statesmen s Day * 

Scholars' Day 
Poets’ Day 
Healing Day 
Comaona Day 


<7) Names which won the Ist prise of 2 ffolneas. 

Goodmonsdoy 1 Goodman with his family 

Oustomday 3 Expecting custom. 

Intrimday 4 all trim, also halfpayday 

Covtrday 6 cover our flqanclM and other 

flutters. 

Plpalday 6 Good Friday 

Memorday 7 Weekend. 


(8) Book Prise (lOt. ed ) 
p Plane poned by 
TOO good to last 
More very last 
one (gnclasaed) 
Frightful blast 
All unglossed 
Is this the last« 
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The Enghsh VUIage 

Some questions were put to some German prisoners ,and their 
answers were published by the New Statesman in September 1944 

‘ « {See p. '359) 

The foUowmg rephes were to questions asked in a neighbourmg 
'village “It IS feaQ3d,” says a writer, that “in this country (England) we 
^lave a mental vacuum culturally, ethically and politically and there 
is every pre-requisite in the next generation ofi the ideology we claiip 
to oppose, except the ideology itself ” The writer adds “I have found 
amongst these groups a complete lack of interest in anything except 
purely peisonal topics such as ‘what makes a girl attractive?’ or mar- 
riage, subjects like Russia, ‘what kmd of London do we want?’ or 
‘Social Insurance’ were far too highbrow for them” 

{See p 360) 

Numbers 

The value of numbers has changed We have passed frop m- 
tegers to millions You may still regard the number of Angels that 
can be made to stand on the point of a needle as only seven but 
the number of streptacocci under the same condition is some mil- 
hons Bernard Shaw has some mterestmg remarks on the subject 
“Somehow” he says, “sevens and angels are out of fashion and bil- 
hons and streptacoccic are all the rage ” , The authority of leaders 
of thought seemed conclusive to one generation but blasphemous 
to another We believe today what we can and disbelieve what we 
must 


Fashions in behef 

Under this caption, Bernard Shaw says that “The middle age 
took a 'fancy to some familiar number like seven and because it was 
an odd number and the world was made m seven days and there 
are seven stars m Charles’s Wain and for a dozen other reasons, 
they were ready to behevfe ansdihing that had a seven or seven times 
seven in it Seven deadly sins, seven swords of sorrow in the heart 
of the virgm, seven champions of Christendom seemed obviously 
reasonable thmgs To us the number seven is the stamp of supei- 
stition We will beheve m nothmg less than millions A doctor of 
medicme beheved that his patients’ vitals were being devoured by 
seven worms The modem doctor fells his patient that his blood 
is swarming with a miUion microbs and the patient beheves him 
abjectly and instantly Ha^ a Bishop told WiUiam, the Conqueror, 
that the sun was 77 miles distant from the earth, Wilh^im would 
have beheved him The Kaiser would send that?’ Bishop to an asylum 
Yet he unhesitatingly accepts the estimate of ninety-two and nme 
tenths millions of miles or whatever the latest "figure may be ” 
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A Landmark <W 12 44) 

Alter A25 wecto, we hATC pas*etf In these premises a new land- 
mark. Shite Bala Saheb Kher and Bhulabhal Desal have come into 
the enclcMmre to interview the SdWor on a legal affair in which the 
latter is a trustee. OoTemment hare given the necessary permis- 
sion and the Bombay High Court the necessary adjournment. The 
Interrlew being on a legal affair there was not obriously much of 
internal matters to communicate or anything of ixtemal matters, 
to receive Yet the very sight of two old colleagues must have been* 
highly refreshing to the Sardar even os the fact of their having 
come in, did break the monotony of life inside to all of us. Time 
files and despite the lapse of two years four months and three weeks 
It looks as though it was yesterday that we bad steamed in here 
on the Wb. ol August, iWi. The thought of how long the sojourn 
win continue is obviously of greater concern to aovemment and 
the people outside than to the eleven who are still bound within 
for rele^ without a political programme would be acceptance of 
defeat while conflnement would be a perpetuation of the stniggle 
and throw the onus of release on Qovemment. 

Jlst December 1&44 

8o the year 1944 closes — a year of unfulfilled hopes to the allied 
nations in the war of conOnu^ stouggle to the Congress In India 
Friends outside bemoan their helplessness, their suffering the prt 
vatlons of food and raiment of travel and bousing of inflated prices 
and black markets without a word of resentment or on act of pro- 
test. For the rest we remain happy in the company of our sparrows 
and swallows of our parrots and molnos of our cuckooes and cop. 
pcrsmlths, of Intruding cats and fugitive monkeys, or orir clever 
rats and crafty lizards, of our Irrepressible flies by day and ubiquitous 
mosquitoes by night, of our ants in tbe light and bugs in the dork, 
our well supplied library and reading room our unending books on 
Russia and China of tbe praise of the allied nations and proi)a- 
ganda against the enemy countries We shgli ring out the old n.n(i 
ring in the new at 12 midnight, but to us the new is indiittingnuh 
able from the old,— though we have the same Colonel and the same 
Jailor the same Dining Hall and the same Badminton Court, tbe 
same studies and tbe same writing tbe same garden and the same 
gardeners— afl the same except tbe thought that the year 1944 has 
gone and 1945 is to begin. » 

The New Tear^— (1 1 *5) 

There bos been much sound and sarite* fury over the •claim that 
tbe 1st of* January today marks a new year for Tndip But India 
has her own new year's day— Junar and S 9 lar Besides the Panls 
have their New Yeaf and so have the Marwadls and the Qujatatls. 
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Incidentally it may be noted that on the 1st day of '44 the Bovibay 
Chronicle has taken a hohday '^while the Times of India has not 
But today is a New Year’s Day only for the Western nations, for a 
section of the Indian Christians anU the anglicised (or westernised) 
Indians who observe it They ring out the old and ring in the new 
by keeping awake till midnight beguihng their time — some of them 
with song and play, drink and dance They send New Year day 
piesents to their friends and relations and even wear new clothing 
^But how few of us know why January 1st is reckoned as the New 
Year day and from what point of time it has been so? To many, 
it will be a surprise to know that “at an early period New Year Day 
was celebrated on the day which Is now March 25 and in Anglo- 
Saxon England on December 25 This was changed subsequently 
to the 1st of January in Scotland m 1600 and m England in 1752 ” — 
as pomted out by Sjt Y K. Mulgadkar in the Times of India, De- 
cember 31, 1944 


Origin of Months 

This leads us to ask what is the ongin of January and* what 
calendar are we (under the British Government) pursuing Jan- 
uary IS the name after the double faces Januus — the Roman God- 
one face lookmg to the past and the other to the Future All of us 
must mdeed in that sense be double faced At one time, the calen- 
dar was so arranged that the year began with our present March 
so that September as the name indicates was the seventh month 
October the 8th, November the 9th and December the 10th But later 
this was changed The calender we pursue is the Georgian Calen- 
dar which was a variation from the Julian Calendar in point of 
reckoning the 365 days of the year 

The European Calendar is based upon the solar year, that is, 
the time that the earth takes m makmg a complete circuit of the 
sun — 365 days, 5 hours, 48-3/4 nunutes 

Juhus Caesar adopted a year of 365 days and to keep it in hue 
with the solar year, added an extra day to every fourth year 

, The amount added was too gieat by over 11 mmutes a year and 
' m the course of centimes the calendar year got more and more 
ahead of the solar year 

In 1582 Pope Gregory XIII started a new calendar, cutting out 
11 days in October so that 1583 should begm (and began) correctly 
by the sun 

The New or Gregoriah balendur was not used m Brita^ in 1752, 
when the 11 days between September 2 and^l4 of that year were 
left out This caused spme trouble, as some people thought that 
they had been robbed of part of their lives 
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llie artlft Hogarth engraYcd a print showing an election mob 

with a banner ln*crlbed *^176 as l^ck our eleven days." 

* 

RatlGOhif 

Today Is the 1st of January IMS It is a Monday Being the 
first of the month It la a day of distributing rations for the next 
fortnight. But being a Monday It Is a holiday wlth^the Rationing 
Department, So we go without rations tlH tomorrow And what Is 
wo^ rationing taJces place once In a fortnight, it Is said But a ‘ 
fortnight here Is not f our teen nights but fifteen. Be It so but how 
can It be made to mean sixteen days when they distribute rations 
for 16 days only In the second fortnight of January March, July 
August October and December? And In addition when tho first of 
January 45 Is a Monday people go without rations for 17 days 
(16 do^ of the prerloas fortnight and one day of the current) 
Again when December and January are both months of 31 days 
each as July and August are people have to adjust 15 days rations 
for 16 days In two successive months. How irrational is the adml- 
nlstratlan of rationing? 


Tlt-WUIow 

Mohandas Karamchand CHndhi was amused to the tune of Tit 
wmow from OOIbert and Sullivan s The Mikcdc Shreematl Eburshed 
Naorojl song him a song Just published In the Times of India 

A Mahatma, sat singing on top of a fence 
Quit India, Quit India, Quit India. 

And I said "Ob Mahatma, I fear I am dense 
But your song doesn^ seem 
to make very much sense " 

His reply was to chant in a tone more intense 
Quit India, Quit India. Quit Tnrfia 
So I said Oh 
pray why do you chant 
Quit India, Quit India, Quit India? 

For with thln^ as they are 
It s quite clear that we shnUn t 
Quit India, Quit India, Quit India. 

And ho answered Indulging 
"Brother I grant * 

That at present perhaps 

It Is true that you can^ » 

Bht it Is )ust.the Idea that I 
wish to Implant 

Quit Indl^* Quit India, Quit India, 
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Khurshed Naoroji 

r 

Kliurshed Naoroji who heads Gandhi’s foreign secrflanat, is a 
slim Bombay Parsi with a sense ofr humour and a pleasant-informing 
fanner Her grandfather was Dadabhai ^J^aoroji, thrice Pret-ident 
of the Indian National Congress, and the first Indian member of 
the British Parliament She was released from prison in 1944 First 
jailed for her Apolitical views) m Bihar, she was moved imder es- 
0 cort of 8 armed pohcemen >and one warderess to the Poona Jail On 
the train the sleepy policemen handed her their revolvers to guatd. 
She asked “How can you dare do this’” Answer “Oh, we know you 
are non-violent” 

Jamshed and Hoshiang 

Certain names of ancient Persian Kings and heroes have passed 
mto tradition Nao Sherwan is noted for his justice, Hatlm Tai for 
his generosity, Rustum for his strength Jamshed was the Kmg 
with whose name the cup of wine is associated and Hoshiang was 
the Kmg durmg whose tune Fire was discovered There u^ed to be 
an annual celebration of this event at which Jamshed, it (s said, 
filled whole tanks with wine and threw them open to the public 

On words 

Jamdied means Jam (Yam=Jindagi, hfe) just the opposite of 
what Yama means, namely death, and shed means ‘chamak’ — the 
hght of hfe It is strange that certam other words too carry oppo- 
site meanings in different languages e g , Dev=Bhut, and God 
Kavi IS a poet in Sanskrit while in Persian it means Jadugar oi 
Necromancer 

The same word sometimes bears different meanings in different 
provmces m India, — ^Tarkan in the Pimjab means meat, while else- 
where it only means vegetables Shak (sag) in Gujarati means vege- 
tables while Bengal and IT P it means leafy vegetables, Baji 
IS leafy vegetable m Gujarati but m UP means the same as Tarkari 

" Economies (5-l-’45) 

In these days of wars and famines and general want arising 
as much from diminished production as from disturbed transport, 
one need not apologise for exercising rigid economies notably m 
respect of those two essential needs of civihsed man — paper and 
cloth If a personal reference be excused, I may say I have observ- 
ed this rule not alone m war timfe but during the days of peEice 
and plenty as well Friends have taunted me often and to my great 
amusement, upon such economies So fat I have used up more 
than 7,50{f wrappers of liewspapers while every bit of clpth is care- 
fully used up by a little readjustment I ^say to ray amusement 
because I find others following suit in regard to cloth I should 
not hke them (to follow suit in regard to paper for that would ,cut 
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down my supply YachaHo Yaohakatva Sftatrvh says the Sanskrit 
pporerb — “pno beggar Is the enemy ot another ” But It la not merely 
A haWt ol *irdnd that lavoura these economies Smietlmes one i 
professional training fosters auch'a habit, you do not despair over 
an enlarged spleen or a chlrrbosls liver a dilated heart or a con 
tracted lung a softened brain or a hardened artery a tom muscle 
or a sprained ligament a broken bone or a dislocated, Joint, a kidney * 
with a calculus or a gall bladder with a stone, a stomach with an , 
ul^ or an appendix with an InflamTuatinn, a spastic colon or an 
ottluded gut neuritis or neuralgia, tumours or haemorrhoids you 
treat thftm by medicament or operate on them under anaethesla, 
you set bones reduce dislocations, you extract stones or dilate 
passages, you c^dlapse lungs and Inflate tubes you stitch nerves and 
remove g r<» w ( b ii you knead and massage you foment and open bolls 
you dress nnrt close wounds. How Is your clothing less vital or less 
valuable these organs, that yon should. In your aristocracy 

reject a fabric because of a faded colour or a tom edge Darning a 
cloth is no less a need than dressing only the one deals with the 
wDundo of the cloth while the other with those of the body 
HaJ and Women (&-1 45) 

So little do we know of the social customs of our HusUzn bre 
thren that I hare had a doubt whether the Muslim Women go on 
a pilgrimage to Mecca (Moazsam) They do It seems and that — 

In large numbers annually And even as the men that retom from 
the Haj are called Hajls, the women are called Hajjlns. Ihere Is 
an InterestLog point about women trilgrtms. When once they enter 
a particular point In the passage in the Musjld at they are 

no longer allowed to have the velL Indian Muslim women had re 
course to a device and discarding the barWio of cloth, they put on 
tbelr laces a veil of twigs nicely strung together with recesses for 
the eyes. The tJlema at the Masjld condemned the device and 
compelled the cessation. The fact Is that the moment the aforesaid 
place Is reached, they have to change their plothlng and put on the 
white clothing made available to them at the Musjld. M'eii and 
women alike have to buy It The men get two clothes, while the 
women are given an extra cloth or two for a better covering of their 
body In no case, however are they allowed to have a ghunghoL 
WeH, this custom Is by no means a strange one Even the Hindus 
that observe the purdah take theh veil during marriage proces- 
sions and religious festivities, particularly In temples. Apparently 
the Idea Is that no one shall hide her face before God, the AJmMitv 
and An seeing ^ ^ 

• John Bon vm. Uncle Sam 

An Interesting study in contrast between the two Is given In the 
Diary (24-7-44) of Tfape and Tide 
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The British for instance do not lean against the walls and con- 
sequently they have a low vie<v of their own compatriots who do — 
spmeless, low grade people all of them But please note Americans 
do lean up agamst walls without any connotations of this kind The 
^Americans find us patronising We often ffind them boastful but it 
IS all, because, says Miss Mead, we have a different approach (in 
her book, — Tl^e American Troops and the British Community). 
An American speaker has cultivated over-impressiveness to be sure 
of a hearing, an English one is used to respectful treatment ^nd 
therefore can understate,— hence mannerisms which exasperate peo- 
ple unaccustomed to them and ill-aware of their anthropological 
raison d'etre 


Another Extension (12-l-’45) 

As expected, the terms of detention of all the members here 
except one have been extended under Ordmance in of ’44 It shall 
have effect for another six months The ordinance is merely a 
make-believe, — a kmd of dope to the public and to the gullible folks 
among the detenus themselves But no sensible and dlscentlng de- 
tenu could for a moment delude himself into the fond belief that his 
extension is only for six months Indefinite detention is apt to scan- 
dalize public feeling and therefore a ‘statutory’ make-shift has been 
devised which breaks up an mdefinite term into definite units It 
is well withm the knowledge of those who have experience of Local 
Board Admimstration, how when a road has to be urgently con- 
structed at a cost of Rs 50,000 and how whether to save time or 
dispense patronage, it is necessary or advantageous to spht the big 
contract mto five smaller contracts for Rs 10,000 each, so that the 
contractors would be readily nominated and the delays and dangers 
of mvitmg tenders publicly, might be obviated So it is with Gov- 
ernment This ordmance has done the trick It is a psychological 
ruse to divert men's minds from a shockingly long term of imprison- 
ment and raise hopes alike m the public and the detenus of peri- 
odical releases 

The Exception (15-l-'45) 

The exception referred to in the preceding section is that of 
Dr Prafulla Chandra Ghosh His release has since been ordered to 
take place after mid-night of the 14th when the 6 months’ term 
as the result of the extension orders in July expired Accordmgly 
he has been released this evening Dr Ghosh’s illness commenced 
on the 21st of May last and is now 8 months old Durmg this 
period, hq has had six attacks of pain, diarrhoea, bleeding in mo- 
tions, acute burning sensation at* the anus alj day long, d lumpy feel 
and tenderness aggravating mto pain to the left and later round 
about the navel, attacks of giddiness and nausea The last attack 
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occurred strangely enough alter the release order has come so that 
It has become necessary to send the JaUor along with him on release 
as far as Bombay His original weight was 104 lbs and It went 
down so low at 89^ and a week ago It was 98 But this last attack has 
jrahed hhn down quite * His X ray examination was only of th8 
larger bowels— there being no apparatus in this town to make a pro- 
longed examination of the whole alimentary aysteja with the aid * 
of a TtoHnn i Meal . He seems to have been recommended for a trani ^ 
f(r to a large hospital It is hoped that nothing serious is the 
matter with him and he will recover ere long 

(Note Since our release it was learnt that the papers relating 
to Dr Ghosh were placed before Dr B C Roy and the result was hla 
release) 

Vstant Panchaml 

Once again, the Spring has dawned upon a winter-weary world 
but Vaaant has come to us earlier than usual The winter has not 
been burled yet It Is stlh popping Its head now and again. The 
cuckocj has never left us here In the Ahmednagar Fort os already 
pointed out The Mango flowers have not blossomed yet nor yet luu 
the neem shed its Autumn leaves which In their ripe age and their 
rich yellow colour give an anbum tint to these majestic trees to 
our right and our left and our front This Panchaml of Magb Shu 
kla according to some and Pushya Bahula according to others is 
observed In the North as a day of Saraswati puja. 

The Radio- Communication Service 

New York “After the war housewives may be able to pick up a 
microphone in the kitchen and give a shopping order to the local 
stores— by radio Success of the “walkie-talkie” (portable wireless 
teleiJhoiie) on the war's battlefields has led to a proposal for esta- 
blishing a “CUtlrens Radio Communication Service,” RmnU port- 
able radios would be used to summon a doctor to the user's home 
to establish communication between trucks and tractors operating 
in large plants and on farms and ranches between river craft a n d 
between Isolated mountain areas Travelling will be made safer 
and ii)e©dier by the development of radio uses Already several pro- 
gresalTe railway companies have demonstrated that very high-fre- 
quency radio— the mainstay of army nnd commercial plane to-go 
ground-communication — Is practical for mnintnh^fT^g contact be- 
tween trains and stations To Meet such demands and the enlarge- 
ment of many excit in g types of radio uses, the Federal CJommunlca- 
tious Commlsalan Is recommending the allocation of frequencies up 
to 30000000 kilocycles and a great expJhBion of the radio 

“spectrum; Ihe prop<»als wfll be put forward at the spring Heml 
sphere Conference at Rio de Janeiro and ^fter the war at the In- 
ternational Radio Cdhference .” — The Olobe 
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‘Tlactit Men” 

A Chinese proverb says “If you are planting for one 'year, plant 
gram If for ten years, plant trees' But if you are planting for 100 
years, plant men ” — quoted by Dr John Sargent, Educational adviser 
to Government of India on January 24, 1944 

Prasthan, Annkul or Nirghyam 

Innumerable are the instances of common customs and man- 
ners, common prejudices and superstitions, common laws and insti- 
tutions, prevalent in the country between Dwarka, Badrinath, 
Sylhet and Rameshwar which prove the identity of national life 
permeating the land over its vast continental dimensions Every- 
where, the Hindti and the Muslim notes the auspicious hour, and 
minute, the shubhalagna or vakht-ai-Mubarak for imdertaking a 
journey or inaugurating a ceremony or beginning a construction or 
opemng a new house and so on In regard to travel if a Hindu 
wishes to go urgently and the hour and minute of starting are not 
auspicious, then he is asked to do what is called Prasthan in Maha- 
rashtra and U P , Anukul in Onssa and Nirghyam in Andhra i e , 
place at the really auspicious moment a dhoti or a bundle out of 
the luggage in a house on the way and pick it up as he starts 

Common Diet 

Equally clinching is the common menu the country observes 
whether it is wheat growing or rice cultivating Barring the fact 
that most people eat the gram that they grow round about, the menu 
IS otherwise common — consisting of dal, ghee (where it can be afford- 
ed) and kadhi 

900th Day (25-l-'45) 

We are so much used to counting periods of time in terms of 
weeks, months and years that we don’t know their measure in terms 
of days We were arrested on the 9th of August 1942 and today is 
the 900th day Perhaps the measuring of time by a imit of 100 dajs 
is as good as the cumblous system of calculating it by a standard 
umt or unit consisting of 365 days It is lucky at least that the days 
are in integers, instead of our adding as we must to each year a 
few more hours to indicate precisely the passing of the sim through 
he 12 houses of the zodiac or of the moon twelve times twelve 

Independence Day— gflth January, 1945 

How soon the cycle of time revolves and today we celebrate in 

^ solemnity and silence, the 3rd Independence Day in the 
Fort — no lofiger ant ‘unknown’ fortress If the British 
t>reaking the spirit of the Indisfn by prolonged deten- 
t- ’ t ^0 mistg,ken for he knows that the longer the Indian 

stays in, the nearer is coming his day of Delfverance 
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Anil wmr 

Perlmya one way of prcTcntlng wore In future would bo for the 
young to ciipture power and wh^ wars are sought after by vested 
InterestB to reverse the order of recruitment and begin with tbJj 
age of 60 and above— mArrled men lUst and then bachelors — work 
Ing down to the age of eighteen as the last resort 

Plague! Plaguei (W— 1— 45) * , 

*Tlague doctor plague In Ahmtdnagor! six cases all dead!” 
wis the alarm raised one morning “Imported apparently was 
my cool answer to this excited Informant the Colonel, ‘Oh yon 
must have Inoculation, when will you have It? ‘TVhen arc you all 
having It?” "Today now here and when will be yours?" “Let us 
wait" I said and before T conefuefed my sentence the Cbfonel safd 
topaaently and Inausplclously "Wait Walt, till when? TUI you get 
the disease?" This was strange for the Colonel was never known for 
his harsh language But I was cool and firm and said "Till we know 
to. a day or two whether these coses are todlgenoto or Imported." 
The day the Colonel came and exhibited no undue sense of 
baste or even the previous day's nervousness "How many cases Col 
nel?" "One and that Is dead." *Wer3r Ihcely tomorrow there will be 
none " 

The next day It was ascertained that there were no more cases 
of plague By that time all the sepoys (warders) the CJolonel and 
the Jailor got their Injections on two succesadve (Iays.-^e Cfelonel 
having taken 1 cx to be repeated to a week and the Jailor 2 cx 
ek dam All those Inoculated played their usual Volley boll and 
none of the apprehended reactions occurred The ten detenus quietly 
saw the panic pass off 


That Easy Chair 

0r eyed Mahmood was released on 6th October 1944 Dr Ghosh 
was released on the 16th January I 945 and we have a sick man's 
easy ch a ir — capacious and long with an annexe for legs The dlffl 
oulty Is how to get to, past the annexe — bbt once In there Is a 
profound sense of comfort until the tame comes for rising from the 
chair— a proceas not less complicated thfin the first This chair 
was obtained for Dr Syed Mohmood from the mlUUry stores and 
be was released It was next occupied by Dr Ghosh who was releas- 
ed. Now It Is being occupied by^Papdlt Govlnd Vallabha Pant who 
is not too well So ho may have to be transferred at least and If 
that Is done that win be the 3rd cju»e of exit (Note He too was 
released on March Slst 1946) ^ “ 

» Another Interview (U— g— 45 ) 

Mr uangtWM Palcwusa, pf the Bombay Commll 
ha, vwtml the place to have a profeartonal mterrlew with Sardar 
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Vallablibhai J Patel As the interview is purely professional, no poli- 
tical news was expected And ‘the Press has been none too econo 
mical m its forecast about the Desai-Wavell talks From dls columns 
— see Beerbul of a week ago (Synchcated Press) and from the Chal- 
lenge it contamed in it to produce Gandhi’s lettei of the '27th 
Januaiy, it looks as though the talks were not to the taste of Gan- 
dhi]i and that^he has forbidden his name being associated with 
(them Earlier, however, came the news that he would not oppose 
them though he did not expect a solution to emerge from out of 
them And judging again from the Press, the public seem to hd've 
given a cold reception to the talks But things will clear up in a 
week on the Viceroy’s return from Travancore (Note The Liaqat- 
Desai pact has at last been published in the dailies in August 1945 
and it seems to have had qualified support fiom Gandhiji) 

Meat Eating 

Even flesh eatmg communities and countries make a difference 
between the flesh of one animal and of another That in China, 
they eat dogs, may look astoundmg More so the fact ftiat in 
Burma they eat cats and snakes The French eat Frogs and so 
do Chmese while the Germans greatly fancy horse flesh Normally 
hoise flesh is said to be sweet but very tough Rabbits aie eaten 
by the Americans while rats are eaten by a few nations In Arabia, 
they eat the camel which has died a natural death or met with 
accident They do not kill it They consider the flesh sacred too In 
Germany, they abommate certain kmds of flesh as much as the 
Muslim abommate Pork In the Andamans, Burmese prisoners hardly 
allow a kitten to hve for its flesh is considered dainty In the Vel- 
lore Central Jail, a commotion was caused when once a pet cat 
suddenly disappeared A certain prisoner of the criminal tribe class 
was at last found to have caught it and roasted it and eaten it 
away In India there is a class of people that eat rats known ast 
the nat-caste 


The Potato 

The Potato gets httle attention in Literature Only Byion made 
it rhyme with Plato William Cobbett abused it In pohtics it has 
done more to divide England and Ireland than Cromwell In its 
Mountain abode in Chile and Perup it is a small tubercle of the size 
of a hazel nut Man has grown it to double the size of his fist 
Science reveals strange things The eaith is not a solid It is 
chiefly gus The air is ti6t thin^ it is massed with food The buried 
potato puts out stalks above and roots bel(jw and from the end of 
roots come new potatoes suckmg gases from the earth by the roots 
and food from the air*by the stalks 
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AlQnnAtion 
inght Is not Just day den(^ 

^'or when the earth goes rotmd 
The Son shines on Its nearer side 
The farther’s ftarkncss txiond. 

* • • 

Error Is not Truth denied 
"ns but the lower rung 
We stepped upon before wo spied 
Truths banner higher fltmg 

« • • 

The bad la not the good denied 
For nought can be so bad. 

But In Its husk; there will abide 
A teed ot good unclad 

* • 

Death Is not true life denied 
Cessation of Ufes pulse 
A new world s gate it opens 
When life 8 sensatlan dolls. 

(8RD— Sombap CAronteZe Weekly Aug 22, 1S43) 

Non omelal VWton (21— K— 15> 
the first time today a Khan Saheb Muslim gentleman has 
is as a non-offlclal visitor He Is the pink of courtesy— cha- 
Llcally MasUm in stylo and depth, bent himself double be- 
» Maulana and touched his feet much to hb embarrassment 
me from a stronger who was not perhaps clearly Introduced 
to him. He called every one of us a Sa]]an and thought this (his 
visit) a mere Bahana or pretext to see the great men He disarm 
cd all our hostility to such non-officlai intruders on our peace and 
u;ulet. He asked for blessings from ah but he was directed to the 
Khuda! 

Zfi— 2— 45 

Another Sunday — and it brings another non-ofllclal visitor — 
a Farsi gentleman, ripe In 'honours’ as In years, short and thickset 
rounded In lorm smUing In countenance dignified In pose IntelU 
gent and with a sense of humo^ Ells features reminded me and 
strangely enough the Sardar too of Hon'ble Mr Dadabhoy the Prefl 
dent of the CJouncIl of State (Central) I asked him why the Partis who 
come down to India over 1000 years oge.acceiJtlng the Gujarati 
language for themselvjy and the kumkum caste mark for their 
women, why they chose Khan Bahadur and Khan Saheb for titles 
from Government. He sold in Persia, they had such titles That 
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IS the land you abandoned?” I asked He had none of any comic, 
histrionic or hysterical movemeiits about him He mustj, be easily 
75 and his family has been a resident of this place frofn the tune 
9 f Welhngton (1812) nearly century^ 'and a half , 

Ten per cent 

^ In 1919 Fel?ruary-March, there was a revolt m Egypt against 
fBntish Authority Lord Wavell in his “Allenby %n Egypt Vol HI’"^ 
gives a fine description of it and concludes by ending m a lighter 
note the account of the Egyptian troubles— m the following dik- 
logue between AUenby and one of his Generals at a Conference in 
April (1919) 

AUenby — “I hear you are fimng the viUages in your area some- 
what heavily, General X” 

General X — “WeU, Sir, when a viUage misbehaves itself I fine 
it ten per cent of its ghaffei tax” 

AUenby — ^“That’s not what I’ve heard X I am told you fine 
them ten times their ghaffer tax” 

General X — “Yes, that’s right, Sii, ten per cent” 

AUenby — “But that’s not ten per cent, that’s a thousand per 
cent ” 

General X — “Oil, is it Sn’” (Pause) “WeU, anyway, it’s what I 
caU ten pei cent and when I say ten per cent, they 
know what they have got to pay, and they pay it all 
right. Sir” 

Drowning 

What a strange civilisation is this m which a tragedy hke 
drowning should be chosen for and coupled with a number of comic 
jokes We aU know the famous joke agamst the Irishman who is 
aUeged to have said “I will be drowned and nobody shall help me” 
and his poor knowledge of English and inabihty to distmguish be- 
tween shall and will, we are left to mfer, must have led to hus 
death Leave that old ‘stuff alone A later concoction is the story 
^ of one Englishman being drowned and another regrettmg his m- 
abihty to save him because he was not mtroduced to him' A third 
comes from TJ S A In New York, the Ixouse accommodation was at 
one tune tight Just at that time, a resident happened to find him- 
self bemg drowned and cried for help The person whose help was 
sought first mqmred of the drowAmg man what his address was 
and when he knew it to be 23, 145th avenue or so, he, instead of 
saving the man, hastened to the spot, caUed on the manager and 
^ked foi^ accommodatiofl in thet particular place as he happened to 
know that the occupant was drowned just^’then “My *^dear man,” 
said the manager, “thq room is already occupied by the man who 
pushed him into the waters'” ‘ 
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Trince Soi^nhan" 

When I ro« in the Lunatic A*ylam as a medical student I 
law many cases of mania and ariclancholla, catalepsy and Parony 
mla and Monomania- Tfhe last Is of three kinds, — monomania o( 
suspicion and fear of ETcatness and nnscen agency In the first the 
patient suspects his food Is poisoned and won t ro near It In the . 
second, he imagines himself the son of Queen VlcftJria and would 
not do mental work. In the third he fights spectres and ghosts and# 
hfibgobllns. There was an old mart Mr Browne who was B5 jears 
old and had celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his 8la> In the A5\- 
lum He imagined himself the heir to Queen Victoria* throne which 
he asserted was usurped by Edward Vll and the net result was he 
would not sweep his room The King of England he would sa> 
could not be asked to do *o A delusion may take any form It I* 
a Inise htllri us opposed \o u ‘ha»VitlTia\'«t.T. wVdth Is ptrctp 

tlon of the sense*. Imagine a person setting himself up os the 
lineal descendant of the Pandava* and therefore claiming the 
throne. of f rdis . Imagine too a compromise cHectrd between him 
and U?c Viceroy by a grant of a JaQir in Cutch Imagine further 
the fear by the British of danger to their rule from this man 
Imagine too that be has been deported from India to Balmoral and 
Buckingham Palace where so the delusion runs, he bclIcTc* he 
grew In the company of Edward vn playing with him studying 
with him and sporting in the company of boy* and girl* who were 
hla companions toaglne again his foiling in lore with one of the 
girls In the Palace and the complex situation »o created ending In 
his being consigned to a Mental Hospital (modem style) wherefrom, 
however be manages to escape not only into free England but also 
to India, Imagine OnaUy his pressing forward his claims to the 
throne of India — and the Jagir In Cutch os an Interim measure — 
through petition* and memorial*, law *tiils and diplomatic agencies 
That was Prince Sudarshxm so called, who approached a lawyer in 
Delhi some time In 1010 to draw up a petition to the Government 
■of India and produced in proof of his claidu, a number of letters 
acknowledging his memorial* from the King down to the District 
Collector On being asked for the originals he said ho wa* robbed 
of the originals at the instigation of King Edward When the me- 
morial reached the Government of India, the lawyer who hap- 
pened to go to the Secretariat wa* asked why he was busy with this 
lunatic so that the lawyer nnafly realised that his labour of love 
(for he received no fee lor it) wa* but love s labour lost. 

Quit Ahmednagar ^ort Cl9 Z iS) • 

The nr^ Intlmatloif to us to this effect came on the 2Bth ultimo 
through the proceedings of tho Central Assembly A self-appoint- 
ed friend ehree eatj^a Narayona Blnha of Bihar asked the Home 
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Member why the Working Committee Members could not be repa- 
triated to their respective provmces along with Pandit Qt' B Pant^ 
who was bemg sent to UP for an operation Prom this date for- 
ward, too many references weie made of {’antjee’s illness and the 
Workmg Committee’s transfer An operation is sufficiently fear- 
' causing news to the family and friends of a detenu An operation 
for Herma is apt to be taken seiiously but a daily repetition in the 
^Press that it would be done, heie, there or elsewhere, by the Civil 
Surgeon of Lucknow or Namital or by Pantjee’s private doctor, em- 
phasised the matter to an undesirable degree It gave no peace to 
Pantjee’s friends and family on the one hand and perhaps himself 
on the other Leave this alone Look at the stuff published from 
day to day these three weeks At first the UP friends weie to be 
taken to the Baieilly jail but Jawaharlal to Dehra Dun Later it was 
said they were going to the Nami Jail — to the place properly known 
as the Kutta Ghar (Dogi’s Kennel) because of the structure of the 
place where the politicals used to be stationed Then it was said 
Pantjee was gomg to Lucknow to the Balrampur Hospital Oru alter- 
nate days It was added that he would be released by the Provin- 
cial Grovernment after transfer to the Province, or after the opera- 
tion, and that the matter was to be left to the Provincial Govern- 
ment by the Government of India who had no objection to the 
release Suddenly on the 13th March, a message Amrita Bazar 
Patnka appeared dated 11th in the Press includmg the Times of 
India that the Workmg Committee declined to move out of the 
Ahmednagar Fort and made a representation to this effect, that in 
any case they would not take interviews in the new places and that 
two friends did not fall in with this view (opposmg transfer) but 
nevertheless agreed This was followed up by a contradiction dated 
15th which said the Workmg Committee had packed their thmgs 
and were ready and would be transported m an aeroplane in a day 
or two Today is the 19th Four days have passed There is no 
aeroplane m view except the one that usuaUy flies overhead and 
paused over us on the l-oth On the 15th evemng I casually told the 
Colonel here that we would be going by aeroplane Strangely enough 
that very morning the A.PI correspondent had telegraphed the 
same Another piece of news Amrita Bazar Patnka (Allahabad 
Edition) published in its issue of the 16th March (we saw it on 
18th evemng) was that the repatriation of the Working Committee 
was given up That was the headmg but the contents revealed that 
the Government of India was reconsidermg the idea in view of 
the Working Committee’s jr<epresentation But we know that as no re- 
presentation was sent, no reconsideration w|is takmg place Today 
Is Sunday — ^the 3rd Sunday It was stated earlier that the transfers 
would take place m th(i 3rd week. The 3rd week, it seems, means 
the week beginning with 3rd Sunday so the repatriation may tske 
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place this week. The latest news ^tes that Jawoharlal would bo 
tnmsfcrrctV to Bareilly or Dchra Dun not Nalnl How much of spe 
culatlon is Inrolved In oU this? Do newspaper readcra like nil this 
or ^ant half of It? ^ 

Hybrid Highbred 

The following: incident occurred on the Madras ^nch sometime * 
In 1905 when I was a medical student There are a number of cata ^ 
n*arans always on the beach opposite Trlpllcane and one common 
amusement for ylsltors Is to play seesaw on them To one of the 
catamarans on one side of which, were sittings two Eurasian girls 
repaired two college students iHlndus) whose pranks at the other 
end did not please the earlier comers and the latter burst out say- 
ing Trou lowbreds" to which the retort was made •‘You hlghbreds” 
(hybrids) ! 

R and N 

In South Indio, the Nambudrl Brahman of Malabar and the 
Nattuljotl Chetli of Madura Districts are butts of some general 
Jokes The former neter travels by train of course this is an old 
orthodox tradition. But when he docs ho stands on his balcony 
and cries aloud to the running train to atop at hts house to pick 
him up and when the docs not says, O fool ahy dont you st^? 
Both the Nambudrl and the KattukoU Chettl possess a high sense 
of self respect. They are unwUUng to use the pinral form of a word 
In addressing or referring to their servants or employers The 
Nambudrl when you speak of a Barritter says “No call him Bar- 
rista, that is enough because the Y at the end is a mark of res- 
pect Likewise the Nattukotl ChetU calls his car driver “rlvan" 

*n being singular and Y plural and the ‘porter — portan. 

Monkey Man <8 3 45) 

From DollygunJ (Bengal) comes the news that a child was bora 
with the upper half having the features of a monkey and the lower 
half of a man This Is perhaps the rarest bf the oddities of nature 
and must bo proof conclusive to tho sceptics, if any of the origin of 
man. If the child survives more may be learnt of the principles of 
human evolution. 


27—3—45 

At last the transfers have Begun Prom the 25th of (Xtober to 
the 27th of March for a period of five months there have been 
doubts and denials, delays and dUatorinejs, Strict secrecy has been 
maintained about the orders and the firs* \o leave ns Is flhree J B 
Krlpelonl where,— no Bne knows. But the fact that he has been 
detached from the IIJ» batch and that an ^ message has stated 
th|it J B Krlpalanl nas already been transferred to Karachi 
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the indication that his destination is Karachi It is only by a stretch 
of imagination that Sind can be considered J B Kripalam’s native 
place foi he had left the Province (^f his birth and nativiCy 20 years 
^0 and adopted UP (Meeuit) as the scene of his activities, poli- 
tical and constructive * 

28— 3— ’45 

Today has left the UP batch,— Nehru, Pantjee and Narendra 
Oev, the last has just fallen ill and barely recovered^ from a mild 
attack of Flu and the Colonel has been rather anxious that Me 
should 'not be forced to split the escort for his (Dev’s) sake Luckily 
he IS better and all the tlnee have left 

29— 3— ’45 

Next to leave is H Mehtab to whom really notice was given 
earliest But the escort seems to have come here as if for a Bridal 
ceremony Aiiangements have taken time and Mehtab goes to 
Orissa — Sambalpur He boarded the train at Aramgaon a wayside 
station 

Exit Three More (28— 3— ’45) C 

This party is the UP one but the escort was m tv;o sections 
That means that one of {;hem (Pantjee) is going to Naim AUaha- 
oad) and the rest (Shree Jawaharlal and Narendra Deo to Bareilly 
They were taken to the next station (Vilad) on the Manmad side 
and put mto a special bogie fitted with cookmg department Never- 
theless people travelled in the tram from Ahmednagar Fort to 
Vilad and paid their homage to the departing leaders But as the 
tiam was starting, it came out that all the three were for Bareilly 
Tlie papers, however, have smee stated (31-3-45) that all the three 
have gone to Naini and that Pantjee was to be released the moment 
he enteied UP This is later contradicted by the statement that all 
went to Bareilly But Pantjee was released as anticipated 


It IS strange enough, that the Maulana and Janab Asaf Ah are 
not yet taken mto the picture No intimation or indication is forth- 
commg Press reports have ‘consigned’ Maulana to Calcutta, Delhi, 
Lahore and Dehra Dim while Asaf Ah is connected with Lahore 
The Saidar and Shankerrao Deo are of the Provmce Their transfer 
mvolves no serious problem of escort or transport or transhipment 
For aught one knows they may go to Yeravda (Poona) though the 
Sardar’s name is connected m Press Reports with Sabarmati, Nasik 
and Yeravda If it is to the last, it will be a pleasant trip m the 
car, one fine breezy eveninl; or ope cool mommg covermg some 2^2 
to 3 hours at the outside These two as natives of tlfe Bombay 
Provmce have been regarded by us as our hosts and must m the 
nature of things be the'* last to leave I alone ‘'remam and it looks 
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•as tiioBsh I nVtftAA go wmewUere In too Ut week of April to where 
•God knowj, the wltan know*, 

l_it— 4S 

Delhi has responded! Asaf Is to go a day earlier than myself 
1 had told him that I would see him off But It was only yesterday 
that he pointed out bow my prophecy proved falsp when nothing * 
was proved In fact. Today I can quote the facts in my favour — 
a* If I have ordered things aboutl But what happened to the Ben 
gal Government? Or Is there no Govemment In Bengal? True the 
ministry has fallen and Section 93A la ruling the roost At 
least toe Secretaries must be worWng through this political tangle 
and turmoIL Nothing Is known about Maulano. Madras woke up 
no doubt betimes but is sending lU escort for me late I shall bo 
moving sometime this week. Remember a week In English language 
begins as already pointed out with toe Sunday and today is Sunday 
PBv— The Colonel kept Asafs destination a secret It turned 
flut la^ that he was to go to Gurudaspore 

El Axoalo and El Alamlen (t-4 45) 

When El Alamlen became famous in the North African War 
and Germany was finally driven out from North Africa, the spelling 
of the name of the place gave rise to some dlfilculty It was thought 
by some at any rate that El Amlen was sufficient and I was super 
fluous. But on a closer study It appears El Amlen and El Alamlen 
are two different words. El Amlen means toe Trustworthy and was 
toe title conferred upon the Prophet when he was a boy while El 
Alamlen means toe two worlds. Alamien being the plural of Ainm- — 
World. 

Reverting to the story of toe prophet » title we learn that when 
he was still young there arose a dispute amongst the different tribes 
of Mecca when they had reconstructed the Kdba os to who should 
Hit toe sacred black stone and restore It to Its position Finally 
It was agreed that they should abide by too verdict of arbitration of 
the first entrant to toe area through a certain goto. The person 
■so choeen proved to be a lad who nevertheless was entrusted with 
the task. He happened to be wearing at the time a chaddw which 
he spread on the ground and with the stone thereon he piikM that 
toe four comers of the garment should be lifted and with them 
the stone and the tribes aceexfted the verdict and conferred upon 
hhu the title of El Amlen — the Trustworthy 

My last AdTco^tiire CM>i5) « 

When ’I left the rortress on the 5th April, I thought I could 
close these study windows' of mine But It was not to be A last 
adventure was In store for me which I mflst place on record. The 
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tram was drawn up so as to enable me to board my carriage at the 
level crossmg— almost at the ^end of the Ah m ednagar* platform 
There were a number of Congress^ friends including de*ar old Sn 
Paiodia, MX/ A, who had been supplymg us frmt these 12 months 
and over We reached Dhond correct to tht; second, and there ap- 
peared a friend whom I discovered later to be a Deputy Superinten- 
^ dent of Police who had travelled all the way from Bombay to Dhond 
jn a reserved compartment and who guided first our luggage and 
then our party to it All went well, a number of women workers 
adding to the sprightlmess of the crowds The Madras Express 
steamed forth from the Dhond platform with all her dignity and 
speed and next morning when the Sub Inspector enquired how fai 
Guntakal was, the guard gently but firmly replied that we were on 
the Hyderabad line, — ^not on the Madras line and it was then dis- 
coveied much to my amusement but greatly to the horror of the 
Police Party that from Wadi, instead of movmg in the direction of 
Madras we took the Hyderabad Ime In fact, while at Ahmednagar 
Poit a few days previously, I was having a day dream as to what 
would happen if such a mistake occurred And occui it did* The 
fact was that the Bombay Express as well as the mail have a 
through carnage from Bombay to Hyderabad and the shrewd Bom- 
bay Government, I do not know whether it was the Police Com- 
missionei, Bombay, or some other digmtary — ^who had arranged the 
reseiwation, got it fixed up — for no fault of his perhaps in this 
through carriage, and I bemg m the hands of the Police escort 
which was in the hands of the Police ofiBcer that had travelled from 
Bombay, imphcitly got mto the compartment mdicated by him. 
Next mormng we discovered the mistake and on checking the Re- 
servation Card found it to be marked “Reserved Police Escort Paity 
Dd to Sec ” (Dhond to Secunderabad) which meant from Dhond 
to Secunderabad On the other side it was wiitten “from Dd to 
Sur ' which means from Dhond to Sholapur We decided to travel 
to Secunderabad, . stay there the whole day and return by the mght 
tram which would help <us to catch the next Bombay Madras Ex- 
press But accommodlation was the problem The CTS — a son of 
Sir Akbar Hydari helped the Deputy Supermtendent and wired to 
Wadi, Poona, Sholapur and Gimtakal to help us We managed to 
find our way with the active help of the ASM Wadi and the SI. 
a compartment which was in the Bombay Guntakal section so that 
traveUmg by it, we had agam to trsfiiship at Guntakal for the rest 
of the day and reached Arkonam at 5 pm on 7th instead of on 

the 6th Prom there I had a pleasant drive to Vellore m a car (45 
miles) o c * ^ 

“Hanuz dur ast Delhi'”** *' 

We have often heard this expression It means “Delhi is still 
far off ” That ic the expression with which the ^ontagu-Chelmsford 
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report closed. People were Intrlgued.to 

jlgulflcanC^md how It was can be understood by the toUowlng story 


of Its origin. 

Wsn Gliazl ud-din fTaghlak was the Viceroy of Bengal, his soy 
Muhammad wanted to raise a rebellion against him. He was to 
Delhi and the father learnt about It and suspecting that Sultan l- 
Avalya a great Plr (saint) of Delhi was In league ^Ith his son and 
must be egging on the rebellion sent word to him that he hhnseUi 
™ the SulUn of the worldly kingdom while the latter was of the 
spiritual and as he would be going to Delhi where two Sultans 
could not remain at the same time the latter should clear out of 
the place Ihen It was that the saintly Plr sent word to Qhori ud 
din 'Hanin Dur ast Delhi"— ‘T:>elhl Is still far off" What hap- 
pened later proved the correctness of the reply When Ghaz 1 ud 
din eet out for Delhi and arrived at a place within 12 miles of the 
dty who should welcome other than his own son Muhramad' 
The father was gratified to receive the welcome from the rebel 
son a^)d the arrangement was that when he on his elephant should 
enter the tent and shamiana erected for him the whole structure 
should collapse on his bead The plan succeeded and Delhi was 
Ertlll for off — Hanuz Dur asth Delht" 


tdth (Dentary Oorang Ontang 

The ex-students (old boys) of tbe Law College Trivandrum ce 
lebrated the Old Boys day with great ectof The programme in- 
cludes original Items — an exhibition of the leaning tower of Paisa 
composed of copper coins known there as paisa (pic*) Another 
interesting Item was a small closed room with a Board "The 20th 
Century Ourang Oxitang This Item exalted the greatest Interest. 
The Principal, an Englishman Jsaw It and enjoyed It, bringing hi* 
own family members end getting them entry one after another 
Bat there was an old Malayan Pandit, crooked in shape deformed 
with loose teeth projecting He went In and returned wOd He 
did not enjoy the spectacle The fact Is they put Inside a life stee 
mirror! 


Cow w. Sheep 

A great many UB. citizens without knowing It, are wearing 
clothes made from skimmed milk. Tbe name of this cow-derived 
textile la Araiac the product erf long term research In the labora- 
to^ of several nations Araiac completes tbe family of synthetic 
textiles Rayon a plant fibre Is tbe vegetable member of the Fa 
mineral Aralac.lj the llnrt anlnml member 
ol to TersUle FamUy LUce sheep* wool, it Is elastic, sott’and warm, 
pr^nctum only ainca 1940 Araiac has helped staS 
the *dPPly ol wartime wool and other animal hah- In the produc- 
tion of Hat, and bps been need as a blending fibre In m^g 
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suits and dresses There is plenty of skimmed milk to spare, 50 bil- 
lion pounds a year m USA Only a small portion of tipis is used 
for food, pamts, glues and plastic « They come from casein, one of 
the solids that settle to the bottom in a bottle of sour milk Cdsein 
IS extracted chemically from fresh skimmed milk, is further chemi- 
cally tieated and then extruded as a fibre 

r 

Loopholes in Law 

The Wynad is a portion of Malabar situated on a height of 
5,000 feet on the Western side of the Nilgiris Bemg a hill taluq, 
it holds court for two months m the year in summer The lawyers 
from Cahcut attend the court They often put up together, eat 
together, talk together, discuss their cases on the way to the court 
where they sit on opposite sides An excellent opportumty is thus 
afforded to settle cases out of court, and many have been settled 
There was one case, however, which could not be, for it involved 
claims of rent of which, however, the other side pleaded payment 
supported by vouchers from the village Munsiff The other side 
argued that the receipts were forged because the munsiff Vhose 
signature the leceipts bore had died by that time On a pomt of 
such glaring divergence the lawyers could not agree, much less com- 
promise The party that was ‘alleged to have foiged was too confi-- 
dent to give m The Death Certificate was a certified copy and 
the Court held against him on the strength of the certified copy and 
ordered prosecution The party was convicted (7 years) The mat- 
ter went before the District Judge, Mr Stoddart, ICS m appeal 
who looked into the papers and having been an Executive Officer, 
was somewhat suspicious of the genumeness of the village — ^Birth 
and Death Register, the certified copy of an entry from which was 
the ground for the prosecution He sent for the original The con- 
viction was confirmed A second appeal was filed and much to the 
surprise of the lawyer for the convicted party who was himself — 
detenu m 1945, the High Court acquitted — not on the ground of ‘no 
forged leceipt’ but on the ground that the District Judge in appeal 
proceedmgs had no right to send for fresh evidence (the original of 
the Death and Bnth Register) It didn’t matter if the register 
confirmed the charge but to send for it was wrong 

8-f4=12 

In the hospitals it is customary to prepare mixtures for out- 
patients’ use In Jafis also, the Hcfepital assistant in his visit is 
accompanied by an orderly — a convict who carries on his shoulders 
a tray containing the stocky mixtures and medicines On one occa- 
sion, the convict orderly Vas instcucted to administer mixture No 
12 and finding that the bottle was empty, and* not to be baulked of 
his purpose, he added eqpal parts of mixtures 8 plus 4 and admmi- 
steied it promptly * 
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The Elephant 

The ^epbant Is considered a fliost loving and equally revenge- 
ful atihnftl* It la highly Intelligent and when set to Timber work 
doea Its task correctly and efBcfently It knows how to carry huge 
timber logs and place -Uiem one over the other Having done so 
roughly It fecedes a distance, inspects its own work and rearranges 
the beams so as to place them correctly one abovj the other and 
Insert the mfurimTim TOlume In the tninlmnm space It Is well fed 
and repays Its master Besides grass and green pilmyra leaves it ii 
g i v en huge balls of ghee and jaggery and horse dung well mixed 
(in Hyderabad, Deccan) It fetches its owner a net Income of Rs. 3 
or 4 per diem for 8 months In the year When revengeful It tosses 
Its body to one side and the other In quick Jerky movements In order 
to TTiflicfl the mahout riding him fall and then tear him to pieces 
In Malabar the land of elephants they are spoken to In Malayalam 
while In the rest of India, the language Is Hlndustanee When 
caned severely by the mahout It screams like a child. 

Elephants fight little among themselves, they are Intelligent 
parents and have an instinct for tribal loyalty They have their 
own leaden and follow and wait upon their decisions. 

Son or Mo^n 

Two people somewhat dnmk and therefore beside themselves, 
were having an altercation as to whether the heavenly orb shining 
resplendant In the blue skies was the sun or the moon. They were 
unable to agree upon the Issue and therefore decided to refer the 
matter to the arbitration of a passer by The referee was a clever 
fellow who gauged the situation and smelt the danger In store for 
him whichever side he favoured through his verdict Bo he quietly 
said, “I do not belong to this place and quickly departedl 

Krylov's lid 

TSitf Saasi&a FsMe tnown After Krylor'g name teZir a/ a box 
which several people failed to nn iork Each one tries the feat his 
own way Each Is eager to forestall the other One turns a key 
to the right and the other to the left and knock It on the top and 
another thumps it at the bottom. One shakes It from right to left, 
and another from left to right. It turned out however that the box 
was not locked at all and one bad only to raise the Ud! 

• 

Vulgarity 

One great caution to observe in life must be such as to appear 
inborn, rather than cultivated. has Bcnn wen said that vulgarity 
of manners is not less reprehensible than wickedness of morals. 
The latter mostly affect the i>artlcular person against whom it li 
directed. The formbr dlsaffect a whole company and as It Is more 
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a habit of life than a faihng in character, is apt to be always with 
you It obtrudes itself in society and seeks to arrest attention to- 
wards oneself, one’s habiliments and belongings, one’s Idmily and 
retentions, one’s estates and assets^ one’s earnings and acquisitions, 
one’s talents, beauty, capacity and so on^ It constantly rev6lves 
round the centre T’ in a circumference which is ‘mine’ The person 
t affected always talks of himself and his near circle of relations He 
disgusts you by ^talking on his own wit and wisdom, his clever par- 
ties and capable thrusts m feats of intellect, his own artifice and 
duplicity, how he has overpowered his enemy, obtained or retain^ 
possession of his properties, cheated or avoided cheating Then he 
IS fond of praising his wife, her beauty, thrift, attentiveness, effi- 
ciency, virtues and weaknesses, her wit and wisdom, her dress and 
diamonds, her robes and apparel, next his children form the theme 
of conversations — ^how they are intelligent in the class-room and the 
athletic field, how they hold to the golden mean in expenditme 
avoidmg alike the foolish waste of extravagance and the “mean pro- 
fits’’ of parsimony Finally he speaks of his property and its annual 
yield, his comparative riches at the present time and the tipe of 
his childhood, his hopes of addmg to his Estates, his views of wealth 
and well-bemg Many talk of their diet and the raison d’etre of 
Its fixation, their own personal susceptibilities to variation therein, 
the effect of certain articles on their digestion and even their bowels, 
their sleep and their work It is not suggested that you should 
avoid all reference to yourself, — but it must be done with judgment, 
havmg regard to company and the occasion When however, you 
have to speak of yours or yourself, speak always with apology, with 
modesty and with reluctance preferring the avoidance of the sub- 
3 ect if it can be done without offence or displeasure Nor may be 
shown mqmsitiveness m tiymg to ferret out like information from 
others unless it be in select company of personal friends who in- 
spire you with the sense of confidence necessary for the occasion 

Boarding a flying plane 

It IS now possible for ^aircraft in flight to pick passengers on the 
ground while flymg at 130 miles per hour Indeed the human cargo 
gets less of a jolt than if he jumped with stiff legs from a chair 

The method announced by the US army corps is based on a 
pick-up first used by a Rural Mail Service in West Virginia Ground 
equipment for the pick-up consists of a harness fastened to a loop 
suspended above the ground betweer^ two poles In the aeroplane, 
^e mechanism mcludes a reel inside the cabin carrying 185 ft of 
half mch mylon rope with a hook at the free end held by a release 
device a lo ft hole haijgmg below the aircraft guides the hook 
into the pick up loop Delayed acition brakes ^nd an electric motor 
for the reel complete the apparatus 

*■ (From Bharat I Jyoti, May, 13, ’45) 
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Kltfea u the witness (18 5« 45) 

In Jalia when conunon prlsonort are given to the politicals as 
attendants* a variety of pet^ thefts takes place notably of beedles 
and*eatables One of the persona Attending was very fond of a kitten 
And when the poUUcaW returned from their lunch after half an 
hour absence they heard the mewing of a kitten from nowhere At 
last the sound was traced to an olmyrah under locl^ and key When * 
the door was oi)ened out emerged the kitten wagging Its tall and 
syn mewing — as if to give evidence against the black attendant whe/ 
obviously had opened the almyrah during the lunch time and stolen 
the beedles kept therein and In hU hurry locked In the kitten 
which was always with. Hirp and momentarUy found Its way into the 
lowest shelf of the almyrahl 

Letters by Pott 
Travel by RaQ 
(21-B 45) 

envies U I>odgson, better kimwn as Lewis Carol the creator 
of Altre It Is said had a number of boy friends to whom he a ba 
chelor was writing delightful letters. In one of them addressed 
to Mary MacDonald daughter of George MacDonald the Novelist, be 
explains how they sent letters in oldeh days. There were no gates. 
So the gate posts were not obliged to stay In one place consequence 
of which they went wandering all over the country consequence of 
which If you wanted to send a letter anywhere all you had to do 
was to fasten It to a gate post that was going In the proper dlrectlorL 
(Only they some times changed their minds which was awkward) 
This was called sending a letter by post 

n 

And the way they travelled was — there were railings all along 
the side of the Road anj they used to get up and walk along the 
top as steadily as they could till they tumbled off— which they 
mostly did very soon. This was called travelling by Rafl. 

in 

They did things very simply In those days If you had a lot 
of money you Just dug a hole under the he^e and popped It In- 
Then you said you had “pup In the bank” and you felt quite com- 
fortable about It 

(Fom Famous Leitert and Speeches— Rushbrook ■WllUama) 
Babmlxd 

Thes^ Kings protected their *p®opl® and governed \hem Justly 
and welL Amongst trfe Deccan Hindus aH elements of Social Union 
and Local Govemqient were preserved and strengthened by the 
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Mussalmans who without interfering with or remodelling Local In- 
stitutions and hereditaiy oflSces.o turned them to their owi^ use 

No forcible conversions seem to have taken pace A constant 
stream of foreigners poured in from Persia' Arabia, Tartar!, Afgha- 
nistan and Abyssynia They served as soldiers, married Hindus and 
' created a new l^ohammadan population of the Deccan 

c Ranade writes The first Alimadnagar King was the son of a 
converted Brahman Kulkarni of Patri in Beiar whose family had 
entered the services of the Vijayanagar Kings Tlie Brahman, sur- 
name, Bhairava became Bahari, the distinguished title of these 
Kings and they so faithfully remembered their origin that they 
conquered Patri and gave it in Inam to the Brahmin Kulkamis after 
a long struggle with Muslim rulers of Berar The first founder of 
the Imadshahi Dynasty in Berar was also the son of a Brahmin 
in the seivice of Vijayanagar who was taken captive and become a 
conveit In a similar way, the 1st Bedar Kmg of the Barid Dynasty 
was so loved by his Maratha soldiery that 400 Marathas became 
Mohaminadans and were his most trusted soldiers ‘ 

Guttural English (8-G-’45) 

When Litivinoff (a Jew) was asked by Douglas Reid (see his 
Insanity Farr, p 202) “What about Communist Propaganda (some- 
wheie in 1936), “Ah,” he said in his guttural Enghsh, “Communist 
biobaganda is a vord that beoble use when they vant bad relations 
with Soviet Russia ” 


The Tardy Tailor (8— 6— ’45) 

The Tardy Tailor” is an interesting tale of the tailor who was 

ate with the Austrian King’s new coat for his ensuing birthday 

which he celebiated on each successive occasion by a new dress al- 

gether If it was not prepared in time, he was to be beheadedL 

ays passed, weeks flevr and months were running by, and the 

ailor still said the dress was getting ready and would not show it 

0 anybody At last when the day arrived he “hit on the idea of 

dress was ready but was made of a marvellous new 

o which only the completely loyal could see, so that the King 

resently appealed naked and all the courtiers were loud m their 

aeration of the new dress Butt when the simple peasant girl 

Why, the King’s naked” there was umversal horror and 

self-righteous judges and sanctimomous state attor- 

mpn an Piegpns, hckspittles and othei hired 

evidence against her in the jargon of the ^elf-abase- 

mrnicriQ ^^ch like the Reichstag Eire Trial that it left me 

(Douglas Reid) gaspmg’^ 
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Ton^e or,VilUff*T 

You eo to a new place and ask whether It ia a good town- 'Ihe 
passer-by aniwers— If your tonaaie la good, the place la good, too 
ItSy means that If yju behave decently and have a little mothir 
wit— and how badly sometimes strangers behave— you can get on 
welL “Wit and understanding will," toys D Reid, “procure you# 
more happiness than tl» money II you have only* money you vrtU 
quickly be parted from it and immediately forgotten ” » 

* 

Buxfo-gare (Guerilla Warfare) 

“It was due to the thorough military training given to the 
Maharattas by 'MaAWr Ambar that a new Martial spirit was Infused 
Into the race which made tha Moghuls despair of the conquest 
of Deccan" says a research scholar of the Ooamanla University In 
M/6 0 / MoHfc AmMr auerllla warfare was known as Buige-gare 
and the writer quoted from /qbaI-Wafna-e-/e7Mrnfrfrf to show how 
Malik Ambar taught the Art to Maharattas The same statement 
occoij In Ifa Astr-Ul Umra. 

(From Sir Akbar Hydaris Presidential address at the Mos 
lem Bdocatltmal Ckmference Poena, 19M) 

•I married advinture^ 

That Is the title of a book In which Osa Johnson records the 
adventures of Martin Johnson her husband and herself It Is full 
of blood curdling accounts A python 27^ ft long captured an. 
enormous wild ptg and was devouring It The pig with which it 
bulged was estimated to weigh 200 lbs it was said the yrmit e 
would He asleep for 6 months digesting Itl 

Noah's ark and the Aas 

K ’ni2v’W6.y vardaige was rstjwfit* when u young man opened 'tne 
door and asked In a sarcastic voice "Is this Noah s Ark fuU?” Tes“ 
was the reply from a grumpy (in tempered) man in the comer “we 
are an here except the ass come In-” 

Baektngham PnTsrm 
How Iron Ranings were removed 

Uslrift an oiy acetylene burner George Hicks, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Mlnls^ of£ Works, cut on the 3rd October throiigh 
the first of a set of Inm raTHnga the removal of which from Bucking- 
ham Palace to foundries and factories for conversion Into munitions 
has been approved by the King Emperor (reports ITie rtm«) it 
was hoped that twenty tons of mftal w6i!ld be removed Mjy the end 
of the day -> 

It win be kept together as a lot and may be used to provide a 
'Buckingham Palaci" tank. 
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A vigorous diive to bring in ^om all over the country iron gates 
sad raihngs which are not essential has been opened by thf* Ministry 
oS Works which expects to gain 500, QOO tons of metal for the manu- 
fi^cture of munitions Local authorities have^been asked to schedule 
all unnecessary gates, railings, posts, chains, bollards, stiles and the 
ke 

Already hundreds of tons of railmgs have been removed from 
Covernment buOdmgs Some 1,200 tons have come from royal parkg 
and 1,300 tons from LCC parks 

Chuiches and cemeteries are expected to contribute a large 
amount Only three reasons will prevent railings from being taken, 
public safety, miusual historic or artistic merit and the confining of 
cattle 


Instmctive virtues 

There are ceitam arts which are learnt mstinctively and once 
leaint aie never forgotten, even as there are certam virtues which 
must be inherited and cannot be acquired To this latter category 
lielongs — generosity, fortitude, sweet speech and sense of propriety 
To the former category belong Music, Poetry, prowess and generosity. 
These are not acquired but mbom In otier words, the aptitude for 
jausic, the habit of wearing a turban, the tendency to examme pre- 
cious stones and 3 ewellery, the feeling of pulse, the spirit of justice, 
tae knack of swimming, repeating mantrams and stealing, — these 
once there, never leave’. 


The Three Arts 

“Agar Kalam, Karchi our Barchi , 

bar-a-bar, duniyame samsar chale ’’ 

‘ It means that “if your pen, your ladle and your spear are handled 
aught, you can get on well m life The art of writing, cooking and 
ftghtmg are the real maii^tays of hfe 

Ornaments of students 


The proverb says 

“Kaka cheshta, baka dhyana^ 

shwana nidra, alpaharam, bt*ahmacharyam, iti 

Vidyarthi panchabhushanam ” 

The habits of the crow i^ runmng away from danger by its watch- 
fulness, th€^ penance of the crane ulways on the look out f^r its prey, 
the sleep of the dog, leady to wake up on th& slightest disturbance 
and moderation of diet tund celibacy — these are^ the five ornaments 
of the student ^ 
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Kftpnr {TftUb 

On his way from Patehpnr Slkrl towarts Bher Akbar ordered the 
■conatmctlon of a tATik caned &t first Annp Talab (matchless tank) 
44 X 34 yards x 4^ yards deep He ordered It to be filled with cohx- 
Anftthw version of the dimensions was that they were 20 x 20 yards 
nmi 2 men s (height) deep The tank was built of red stone. After^ 
41 few days Raja Todar Moll Informed him that he had filled it with 
17 crores. Uulla Baheb the historian, writes that they were all plo^ 
kot It was not true Akbar ordered the first Amir to take 1 asharfi 
(toohur) 1 rupee and 1 pice Likewise others. Then all and sundry 
were let loose on the tnnk, Akbar sat on the bank and saw girls come 
with their water pots and carry the coin. Jahangir's memoirs give 
the (UmenslonB as 34 x 34 x 4V^ yards and the number of as 

44,48,46,000 (Rs. 14,70 400) 

Dont call a spade a spade 

Avoid bitter talk. 

0 

Here Is a fine Oujaratl proverb 

Andbakn Andba Kabey kodvan lage vena 
Dheerey dheerey poochlye bbal shane khoyan nena." 

If you can a blind man *Oh bUnd,” It win AH him with bitter 
ialk. But approach him and enquire gently how he lost bis eye 

A worthy mother 

And another p roverb Is — 

**Jananee Jana to bhakta Jan daata ghoor 

nahl to rahejo vaujhanl, mat gumavlsh noor" 

If you be a mother beget a devotee or a giver of gifts or a warrior 
Blse be barren and don^ lose your light. 

CJhand Barot was the famous poet of Prlthvl Raj When the 
Persian King arrested Pritbvl Raj the poet »tng the praises o3 
Prithvlraj’s archery The King wanted to test him and placed a 
burning lamp with a wick on fthe top of a tree and challenged htm 
to dislodge the wick In one stroke with eyes blindfolded. The whole 
town gathered together to witness the performance and the King 
himself took an elevated seat. PrithvlraJ was brought bllnxlfcJded 
and the poet gave him the measqremeiA*of dirfa nce and height but 
In doing io gave thoce of the TtodKhah « seat. 

“CShar banns, chowbees gaj angul ^ihta praman 
Itnepar Sijltan hal. mat chookey CJhowhan,’* 
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People interpreted it as saying that the King was watching at 
such a distance And the moment the arrow flew, the Bads^ikh fell 

r 

t Age and Food ^ ' 

After sixty, lessen your food by 10 per cent and take more and 
'more milk and lessen other stuff, after 70 still less Hippocrates’ 
dictum was that if you would be free of the dangers and distempers 
of old age, you must after 50, descend into, as you ascend from, th^ 
puerile diet 


The Southern Woman in America 

"When God made the Southern woman. He wrought with the 
Gold and gleam of the Stars, with the changmg colours of. the rain- 
bow’s hues and the palhd silver of the moon He wrought with the 
crimson that swooned m the rose’s ruby heart and the snow that 
gleans on the lily’s petals Then glancing down into His own bosom, 
He took off the love that gleamed there like the pearls beneat]jj^ the 
sun, kissed the waves of the sea and thrilling this love into the form, 
he had fashioned all Heaven veiled its face for lo! He had wrought 
the Southern girl ^ {Time, May 31, ’43)* 

Science pure and applied 

It is a pleasant pastime, perhaps even a proud privilege of the 
elderly and wise men of the age to call science a superstition to say 
that apphed science came first and then pure science, tree first and 
then seed 


Neither Pool nor Whirlpool 

Progress is neither the pool of stagnation nor the whirlpool of 
revolution It is the pure and limpid nmning waters of the river 
which comes now m freshes and supphes the stores of its enhvening 
waters throughout the year irrespective of seasons It stores its 
supplies like the camel m the rainy season that it may make them 
available dunng the dry 


Theism and Atheism 

The theory of Divinity is a convenient and comfort-giving plan 
of explainmg the phenomena of the world and its vicissitudes The 
King therefore is the embodied God and God is the disembodied 
King It ^ves an opportunity to ‘each boy and girl for gxamining 
the idea ofi the godhead and giving thus a stape and strength to 
his or her inner emotiontuntil after middle life they settle down as 
Theists or AtheiiSts “ 
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Foot anft wliy 

BaiAMn had atxange Ideas ol marriage 
*Tannaya Karto the Eb 
Amir ke Uyo Aar hlbtyan e h ah l ye 

He used to say Arolra must have four wive*. 

(I) “Moseebat aur baton Aeetonke Uye Irani 

For companionship and conversation an Irani (Persian) wife 

(II) “Eliana samoneke Uye Khorasanl" 

Fear food preparatiens, a wife from Khorasan 

(Ul) SeJ ke Uye Hindustani” 

As a bed feUow Hindustani 

Civ) “Obowthee Turkani" 

fourth la a Turk. ‘TJsey bar vakht mart© dantte rahen,” 
She u beaten on every occasion- “K1 aur beeblyan dortee rahen” so 
-that other wives may live In fear 

Guard your tonfue 

Khan Axam was a favourite Sardar at Akbar’s court and later in 
Jehanglr’a He was careless of hla talk but had many other virtues. 
Intelligence, generosity bravery end administrative capacity Once 
his Bon Khurram was asked by Jehanglr whether he would stand 
security for his father 

Q. 7An\ln Pldai me shawl? 

A, Dar Har Amar magar Zabon. (On every matter except his 
'tongue ) 

Bhasksraehaiya 

As an food without ghee is useless however delicious, as all King- 
doms without a E3ng as ah meetings with a speaker so an astro- 
nomer not experience In mathematlos Is usele^ 

2 If the Earth had been flat Uko a mirror then why can’t peo- 
ple see the sun as the Devatps at an time? The earth la not flat 
but appears flat, why? Just ^ l/iooth part of a circle appears Uko 
a straight Uno so w© only see a wmnn portion. 

3. OravUaUon. 

The jarth hae porwar of attrocUon ^ by that It attracts heary 
on the 1*7 Wwanu It and thoea bodies appear to fall. And 
^ heare^ bodlee remain In their positlop by mutaal attraction and 




FEATHERS & STONES 


T 


S(E) and S cross leaTlng 8 

6(IIT letTimjs and B(H-) and S croaj leaving 8 

B(R) retnms, M(R) and M «tas 

M(R) and S retum» 

M(R) and S(R) cross M(R) and 8 return 
BCR) and 8 cross, leaving 8 
^ BCR) retornfl and SCR) and 8 cross 

An alternative solution to that is 
MR, Ml & M, and SR S, A S, 

MR + S. cross leaving Si on the other bank. MR retums and 
MR 4- S, .cross leavings, MR ittums and crosses vnthMi — -)ca\c8. 
Ml but brings back Si 

iCR leaves srith M, and leaves M* 

MR retnniB then takes S, leaves S, 

MR returns and MR and SR cross. 

Conoloalon 

Ab Kant wrote at the end of hia Crttlw of Practical Reowt— 
**rwo fin the miTiH with ever new and Increasing admiration 

of awe the oftener and the more steadily we reflect on them, the 
starry heavens above and the mmral law vdthhL 

“I have not to search for thAm and conjecture them as though 
they were veiled in darkness or wore in the transcendent region be- 
yond my horlson. I see them before me and connect them directly 
with the consclousnesB of my existence. The former begins from the 
place I occupy In the external world of sense and enlarges my con- 
nections therein to an unbounded extent with worlds upon worlds and 
syitems of systems, and moreover Into limitless times of their periodic 
motion, its beginning and continuance. The second begins from my 
invisible self my personality and exhibits me in a world which has 
true infinity but which Is traceable only by the understanding It 
Infinitely elevates my work as an Intelllgenc© by my personality in 
which the moral law reveals to me a life Independent of animality 
and erven on the whole senslblo world." 


Thus have we sjicnt nearly a thousand days counting tho hours 
of the day the days of the wtek. the weeks of the month and the 
months of the year Yet It now looks as the eli^ng time of this diary 
comes, as If time has flown. 'Ihousanils of pages have been written 
and te^ of thousands of pages have bSAi regd with varied interest 
and varying degrees 9f memory Little did wo-a a m ni l comuact bodv 
ol IB membOT (hm U onJy) who hid be^ mwOng Iran 
month lor yoar,.— <ip«t to rpend togothcr to a bnUdtog eattoK at a 
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common table, chattmg, playing, joking and very rarely quarrelling 
Acquamted as we have been for *years, we had known little of each 
otherr less of one other’s families and least of their socio*-economic 
position,— assets and habihties We nre no wiser now havmg spent 
the time like two Enghsh travellers who discdss the weather and end 
the conversation with it as they began with it Yet we have all hved 
'together — only to^ respect one another better Here were men of dif- 
feient piovinces — old, middle aged and young men whose ages ranged 
fiom 42 to 68, bachelors and married men, men with no children and 
men with several — a few also who lost their wives and remained 
widowers Not once did it occur to us that X is a Mushm and Y is 
a Hmdu that A is a Brahman, B a Kayastha and C a Khatri Maulana 
by position is the foremost citizen of this abode Vallabhbhai the 
most wise, Jawaharlal the most active, Dr Syed Mahmood the most 
sedate, Asaf Ali the most contemplative, Pandit Pant the most astute, 
Dr Ghosh the most scientific, Shankarrao Deo — the most serviceable, 
I^-palam the most professional, Narendra Deo the most scholarly, 
and Mehtab the most artistic 

Maulana is a brilliant conversationist with a splendid memory, 
deep knowledge of History, Philosophy and Theology and a profound 
culture He tells of countries ^and people from Bengal to Kashmir, 
from Afghanistan to Samarkand, from Iran to Iraq, from Palestine 
and Syria to Turkey and Egypt, from Greece to Italy and from Mo- 
locco to Pans Arabic and Persian, English and Urdu are at his 
fingers’ tips At the dining table and in the evening clubs, he had 
his Dewan-i-am His post-prandial talks are his Dewan-i-Khas He 
IS deeply versed in religious lore without bemg a bigot He is a Mau- 
lana without bemg a Mulla He is a real Alama without the title 
His selection as the Kamala lecturer by the Calcutta University is a 
compliment to the Congress 

Vallabhbhai if he can be described in one word is a man of com- 
mon sense as all patidars must be He is a man of few words but 
they are words of wisdom*' He exercises the privilege of the old and 
IS mischievous to a degree He has -the tecitumity of a statesman 
His IS the superior levity of age and he has none of the inferior gra- 
vity of the snob His malady which occasioned his medical release 
from Yerawada m 1941 has been his companion and his cmse but 

bis good cheer enables him to face death with a joke on his lips 

• 

Jawaharlal— It is too ponderous to call him Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, is easily the most versatile m talents and tastes Before you 
iise, he is in the garden— sb^g, digging and planting anc^ pruning, 
watenng and weeding In the hot sun with 1^ hat on and m the 
pourmg ram with his rair^ coat, he is here, there and elsewhere He 
IS the one man that is the pmk of health, the first tn attend on every 
392 
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TMtlent. fli np his diet and cnlotcf It bepnllo his time trtth talks 
light or BSrlim giro him saccour and comlort. Beloio the bell itogs 
tor choUa Tiazri lonch tea and , dinner he Is In the pantry mt^ng 
tea "and coflee, seeing to toast, dry or battered, arranging tlm t^\i> 
and looking alter the wants of friends. His vast travels and vaster 
Btndles have equipped him with a land of knowledgo ot mm and j 
mattera vtdch he turns to account In the best munnet possible In 
anecdotes and narrating storlel be they of a doctor In Vienna 
ct a Magistrate in TJJ» Prom Spain to China, Irom the white clilTod 
Albion to the storm tossed Ceylon, from Lady Aster to Madame 
Chlang Kal Sheh, from the Cliveden group to tho Communist culture 
from, the stone age to the age of steel and ijlatinum from the hostels 
ot Harrow and Cambridge to the Swaraj Bhawan and the Karaala Hos- 
pital. what an unfathomable depth of experience and width of range 
he has and seldom did he talk politics. Man Is made not merely to 
itfl: shop Art. Poetry Music. History Philosophy Science Travel 
Adventure a;>orts— are to him the companions and comforts of 

unsuspected humour and in narration of Incidents he has a dra 
matU^form and style. Immensely fond of reading be Is eager to know 
Ufa. 


Br Byed Mahmood who was not In the best of health has a fund 
aH about everything and has the thirst of a scholar In quest of know> 
ledge Always asking questtons and always digesting answers, he 
ontertMns you In conversation which has the element of the unex* 
pected. He has been a member ot the AXCC since 191& and has had 
his Congress afflnltlfts and aflUIatlons since his coUego days 


Mr Asal AU Is light as a bird swift eis a swallow has strong con 
■victiems and expresses them equally strongly It would be affectation 
to say that he was not affected by the happenings at home llie 
OoTetnment co mmuniq ue In September 1M2 tha* he was very much 
allre and kWclng was meant to contradict a wild rumour about hls 
health and long lire they on whom evil report had descended— such 
la the Hindu behef^-tbough evH has been thus warded off Asaf Is 
a man of fine literary tastes both in English and Urdu and has a 
working knowledge of Persian- Hls assortment of books is varied 
even as hla love ol them is Intense- He Is the pink of nAofp i>«f being 
fond ot original art hi the arrangement of hla room. He Is sweet In 
■conveiaatlQn even when he la fierce la argument. Altewether he 1 * 
a companionable peraonallty 


BhaaJwarao Dot li a MahatBabtrbuiT-Wbo bad given np bH law 
s^ta^ in^heRowutt totyagraba dBjn and^baabeenWvlng'^l^Cto” 
^ yeare. 6atag an otpban In hla chUdbood, be ednmttni 
blm^ attained to blT^t 

a J«rie. or boota 17 fibber tn hli moUnn- tongneli^^^SS 
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a daily Lokshakti, which has corjie under the ire of Government like 
so many other papers He has a very good knowledge of^Hiudi and 
a fair measure of Hindustani He knows the Bhag-ivad Gita and 
several Upanishads hy heart and every day^ the halls were 'rmgmg 
with this Veda ghosh He has taken charge of the kitchen and 
made life worth livmg because he made the food worth eating He 
has a deep religious bias but he is not a bigot nor even orthodox. 
Jle has a knowledge of languages mcluding Sanskrit but is not a 
pedant He is vehement in discussions but has adequate self-coiitrrf 
He IS well built m body and is an excellent Badmmton or Shuttle cock 
player equalled in play by his room-mate Dr Ghosh He was grow- 
mg a small beard but it had to be subjected to the barber’s crop every 
month and to avoid this he has decided to shave it off He is a bache- 
lor like Dr Ghosh and both keep up hvely discussion on war gene- 
rally on opposite sides 

Dr Prafulla C Ghosh was a Chemist and after a short pro- 
fessorial career became Deputy Assay Master on Rs 500 PM m the 
Calcutta Mint m 1920 He has latterly specialized the study Diet 
and Vitamins at Gandhi’s Instance He is precise to a degree and 
has all the attributes of a scientist of eminence In the research 
laboratory he would have perhaps discovered the Prafulla rays and 
elaborated the Ghosh effect He has made a special study of the- 
Wai and was the centre of attraction in the daily discussions of our 
Lub-i-Lubab club essence in the Port for discussion of war news.. 
He has a correct and detailed knowledge of the history of Woild War 
No 1, and IS ready with his pomts which baffle the opponent that 
tries to bamboozle him He remembers exactly what Churchill said 
about the American army, “their trained, half trained, and untiamed 
boys and men” He knows all about the strategy adopted by Von 
Rmdenburg and can explain what happened m the naval battle of 
Jutland He knows German well but that does not determine his 
S 3 Tnpathies in this war He hardly conceals his opinions and views 
of the British character in peace and wax and honestly believes that 
so long as a single Britisher is in power in India, Indian SV^araj will 
be a myth and a shadow His knowledge of international pohtics is 
deep and detailed and he can hold his own against anyone on the 
subject Dr Ghosh plays shuttlecock splendidly and is a tine spinner 
whose output every day is 1,000 to 1,500 yards of 35 to 45 count 

Shri Govinda Vallabha Pant’s toVering personality is quite fami- 
liar to the Indian public His is a statuesque figure in intellect as in. 
stature His studious habitus belie any reports of ill health jHis m- 
tellect IS ds keen as ,his Memory «is retentive As things ^are in the 
world, flashy mtelligence and shallow minds generally go together in 
life while the quality of thoroughness is generally associated with 
dullness of understanding and slowness of cerebration Pandti Pant 
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Is a complete exception to this rule Ho is Quick of perception, sharp 
In debate ,and thorough In undcntaiiding His presentation of reso- 
lutions nt ‘Ihe Congress sessions have always been remiirlaiblo alike 
for their lucWlty and cloQucnco Nehlle his balanced mind and self- 
confident temperament give him an advantage rarely possessed 
Ckingress ipeakcra. It is the habit of the legal profession which serves ^ 
the politician In good stead to bo able to think wbjlc on legs, and 
therefore moro easily while seated to develop a theme in all its vWld- 
ngss and carry conviction to the Judges and the audience Pantjees 
Interests ore varied as his talents are versatile He can hold a con- 
versation on the latest developments In medicine and science while 
be can enliven a talk on 8ocrates or Voltaire The gilt of wide read 
tag la possessed by many but many sbulDe It off llko tbe horse and 
few that chew the cud like the cow Dharana and iSanena are 
the two great assets of a successful scholar according to Indian 
psychology and these Pantjeo possesses In abundance He Is fasti 
dloos in his tastes, has a metl^ous sense of cleanliness os well os 
neatness Is assertive In temperament and sustained In debate No 
wonder that he had been selected to lead the ministry in V^P 

VaHabhbhsl Is the oldest of the group approaching 70 in age 
He Is called Sardor In spite of the Oonpess disavowing all titles, but 
that docs not exclude those titles of popular origin signifying the 
peoples appreciation of a leader Oondhl himself ftsiis him always 
•^e Sardkr" Sardor has definite views. Ho makes up his mind 
instantly and adheres to decision generally though ho Is open to 
conviction and change He li extremely alert and equally extremely 
anxious to Inform himself He has a genius for detalL No detail Is 
too Insignificant for him whether it bo in understanding the war situa- 
tion or Interpreting the latest speech of Amery or the Viceroy He 
Is most affable and has no aristocratic bearing or reserro He bos a 
Hfi a21 bis own. in oanwrasWon he chokes you wffh Jaughfier ty a 
play of his sharp and Incisive wit, by the display of his wisdom and 
by the apt citation of hundreds of proverbs in aujaratt His loyalty 
to Gandhi la proverblaL Of him it can be truly said 
"His U not to reason why ^ 

His Is but to do and die" 

J B KirpalanJ bad Joined Oondhl In 1917 and went to Jail in 
Ohamparam At that time ho llad been a professor of the Benares 
Unlveralty Ho Is a scholar with Acodomlc Inclination and professional 
CQulpment, but his sound commonsons© and keen buiinesa habits: 
have saved him from the disabilities of, all professors In general 
namely being unworldly theoretical anh » self appoint^ So Is 
smart in debate severdy to which ho adds a spice of caustic 

city He is exacting In work, stem and levvo to a degree He bar 
a flair for philosophy a longing to study religion- He belongs to a. 
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■family of seven brothers and a sister and claims to be the most 
sedate of the group A least suspected virtue m him is^<his gemus 
m the cuhnary art which has helped to relieve the monotonj of' life, 
in the dimng hall and create fresh appetite to his friends by his 
labours in the pantry In spmning, he is ifidefatigable— not yielding 
m any way to Shankerarao or Ghosh and has run his Ashram and 
the Meerut KhPaddar Organisation with pronounced success He has 
^been the secretary of the Congress longest (1934 October to lf^45). 

Narendra Deo is a lawyer, turned Principal of the Vidya Peefh 
The forensic abihties have almost given way before the Professorial 
Ke IS a profound speaker as eloquent m Hindustanee as in Hmdi and 
holds his audiences speU bound His bodily ailment has latterly dete- 
riorated his capactiy for speakmg But his studies do not suffer on 
that account Sanskrit and French are his forte, and Pah and Bud- 
dhism are his favourite subjects of study He has translated into 
Hindi and Enghsh from French a book Abhidharma Kosh runnmg 
into 5 volumes on Buddhism He excused himself from a ministers 
responsibihties and duties m UP ^ 

Shree Narendra Dev had offered Sanskrit and Pah and Epigra- 
phy for his MA and forthwith he was offered a Professorship in 
Ajmere college He was welS qualified for an archaeologist’s place 
but just then there was no post vacant It was in 1913 He had how- 
ever to refuse the professorship for his father, a lawver had his here- 
ditary callmg in store for him Three years’ study of law deprived 
the nation of a chance and a very good chance too of some fine 
-origmal research and exploration What was a loss to history proved 
-a gam to pohtics which is only history m the makmg 

Hare Krishna Mehtab hails from Onya Subash Babu picked 
him up and put him into the Workmg Committee He had been in 
Gandhi’s movement since 1920 and had been a member of the Behar 
Legislative Council for 2 terms in the Montford Era He leads a 
simple hfe and is a Khatri whose forefathers had emigrated from 
the Punjab to Utkal He is a playwright and is the author of several 
dramas and novels runs an Ashram on Gandhi hnes and is the 
only fnend here who can stretch his voice mto music and play upon 
A flute -He IS also the youngest of the lot being but 44 and has had 
a remarkable career for his age o 

May I in the end say a wor(i about myself’ I have been sUent 
’though not sombre at dmner all along There are many reasons for 
it For one thmg, I disliked masticating and talking Nor at once 
■<;ould I suspend the ^first ‘^hnd primary process for which we met be- 
■ cause I am a nee eater, — ^rice first, rice last tod rice m'^the middle 
:and rice requires to be ^ eaten hot, though, latterly I have taken to 
hread So I to&k to silence over my meal and ■feo, the Hindu custom 
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prescribes such rilence while eating ^It la hygienic There are other 
reaaons tofc) I know what Voltaire once said “Woo to Philosophers, 
who cannot laugh away their wrinkles. I look upon solemnity aa a 
disease " I fuBy agree though I am not a Phllosophor nor hay© an^ 
wrinkles at my three score and live which I complete on 30th Novem- 
ber 45 without any ado 1 do Inrther reallie that In Jalla at any rale j 
wo can make Bire et faire lire “to laugh and iiake laugh" — a 
worthy motto As also Detlce Sst dUeptre in loco It Is sweet to^ 
foolish on occasions." I did observe both and spend the time in. 
the Fort not only without any depression or doubt but In perfect good 
cheer 

It may be objected that in these pages only the virtues of the 
group have been described and not their weaknesses. The latter 
always rise to the aurface and are vlaUBe to aB. The former sink to 
the bottom and have to be searched out like the pearls In the depths 
of the aea, like the dlamonda In the depths of the earth. And too It 
behoves those who live together to learn to 

Be to my virtues a Bttle kind 
And to my faults a little blind. 

EvU la elways personal and sp^tacular 
But goodness needs the evidence of aB our lives. 

And, even to exist It must be shared as truth. 

As freedom or as happiness (For what is happiness 
If not to witness Joy upem the features oI another?) 


Men are not Innocent as beasts and nerer can be 
Man can Improve h\Ttuw=<if 
but never win bo perfect 

f^riiy ^e tree have the dlspoaiUon to ho truthful. 
Only the truthful have the Interest be Just, 
Only the Just possess the wlB power Xq be free. 

— Auden- 

giSlsr 

?t*g I ' 

May an bo hapijy 
May an be fret? from 
May an see aright 
May none be distressed 
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I do not desire kingdon. 

Nor heaven nor lebirth 
I desire the destruction 

Of the sorrows of those who are struck by grief 

^ITP-tr 

jtIT i 
y^wi gnjHf II 

Blessed be the king that rules the earth for the people ii 
3ust ways I 

May prosperity ever attend the Cows and the Brahmans 
(agriculture and cultural learning) 

May all the worlds be‘ happy! 
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